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NOTE 


TSe edition of Dr. Busch'^work which use 

■ o ^ ^ • 

pu])lish to-day has beeit translated from the* original 
Grerman • text hn posse^flio’A of ‘ the. publishers. 
"ew'^assages^haye,^,, however,* been » omiJ>ted as " deT> 
amatory, or otherwise unsuftable for publication. Dr. 
3usgh ^conteh^jtlatcd ^incorporating bodily in^ t|^e first 
volume a reproduction of liis earlier work : Prince 
3i^iarck ntiid his J^eople tJie Frc^qp-Gei^ian 

War\ but whfle the many valuabie ' addii^ions^ which 
ie m^de to it have Rlln preserved, such portions as 
/ould no longer i’i:av?^|3r^eti ted, ^ any special interest 


;^v^n^ish r^^ers have^^een considerably abridged. 




PREFACE 

-n • • ^ ' * 

The work whidh !• no\Y ® present ^ to tne Gerfnan 
peopk? 6ontair?s a complete ^ account ofjv^tii the events of 
which I was a witness du]^ing my ’intercourse of over 
twenty years with Prince J?isn)jarck and his entourage. 
Part^of it is not entirely ’feew, -as I have esnbodied in it 
portions" of tXe book published by me ii* 1.87B, under 
the title r P-rince^Biomarck and his^ People duinng the 
Franco-Gei'man .War. •> I have, however, restbred the 

) K 

niimerous passages which -it M'^xs then deemed expedient 
to omit, and have also dispensed with " thp many 
modifications by ^tvfiiq^^jirat that time, certain asperities 
of language had to '4«5' toned down. The bulk of the 
^r^ent ^ork /lonsists a detailed narrative of the 
wljole periods of my intercourse with ^he I^ince both 
•before and -vfter the Frolch campaign. I collected and 
noted down all these particulars respecting^ Prince 
Bismarck, and diis imni {iiate ^r^porters and ^assistants, 
in the first place for j^yrown pse, and^ secondly as a 
contribution to, fhe ®^harw!ter ancT history of the 
J^olit^l Regenemtor Germany. The sole object of 

1 Strictly spoftkii^^ aimo«^;^Biplete, aa some paasagee must still be 
omitted for thejprf^nt. 



^ 

the diary /Irhich forms the^asis •£ work was 

seiVe' a f^ord of t]ie tvbole trutn so far as T had 
been able to a^ert^in ib»,wilJi my.own'^y^s and ears. 
Any other object w^i* out the questi<jp,, as it w^s 
impossible tljat* I could * desire tp dfec^ve ^iyself. 
Subsequently, when I ‘thought r?f publi^ing rgy notes, 
4* was,..iuMy conscious of • my responsibility towards 
history, tl^e interests of which 'eould not be prqfnoted 
byena&criid'fh^.'frtad be^.n /coloured on garbled for ‘party 
purposed. * I AV i'^hed peither to be an eulogist nor a«<^ensor. 
^o rpy mind, panegyric v^ms superfluous, and fault- 
finding was for me an impo^ilibility. A tendency to 
.the sensational is foreigt\ t<5 ipy natiftre, and I leaw^-the 
pleasure to be derived frorr^ grand Vjpectagular •shows to 
lovers of thg theatre. I desired* to^j’ecord tlie mental 

c C * • * - 

and otkeV characteristics wthicl^ oifr first Chancellor* pre- 
sented to rhe* under such fwi^l such circubistances, thus 
helping to^'cornplej:ef and at times to rectify, ?.he concep- 
tion of his whole nature that .has loeen formed in the 
public mind from his political activity. The profound 
reverence which I feel for the^enius of the. hero, and 
my^^ patriotic gratiiude for his achieverti^hts, have ^a’ot 
deterred me from communi ;ating nunisrous detalb* 
which will be displeasing to m \ny "persons. These par- 
ticulars', however, are°^part of 'the histcpic character of 
the peraohaiity whom I am'^ea jribing. The gods alone 
are free fobip errc/r, pasSion^ ano changes of disposition. 
They alone have mo seamy sia j and no contradictions. 
Even the sun and-^moon show f ^ts abd blemishes, but 
liotwithst^nding thgse they ren^ain magtpfi.cent celestial 




or^>s. Tiie pict^^ ppoduce^ out of the i^t^ials which 
I ha'fe here brought toge^hSr may present hairgh and 
rough featuPes/ but ij; has lyir(bly a single ignod>le trdit. 
-1^3 cruden^sg only adds to its. truth to nature, its 
ifidi^idualit^, abd its clearness of outl^tie^ This figure 
does npb float Tn^ an eihereab atmosphere,® it is firmly 
rooted in eartlj and breathes*of real life, yet it copvey^ 
a sense of something Sujitirhurfian. It nius^t further- 
more remembci'ed that giuny^ of tM '"S'lCt^^^eilTailcs, 
such as those .made previous to Marc}u/^i890,. were the 
result of temporary iri-itati^pn, whil(i Others were per- 
fectly justified^ The strong st^,lf-confide?ice maiiifestcil 
in s^^e of these utder^inGces,'’hiQid the angr^ expression * 
of fhat heed <for greater ppwer alid more liberty of 
action, common to Hll men of genius and energetic 

» o ' r , ^ ^ 

character, arose from ' the> cc/nsciousnesB that, while he 


knew the true obje<^^j|c. to ‘^be pursued- and the 
fitting means foj: its "achievement, his* kn5w4(?^lge co^ld 
not be applied becaii'sq^ie right of final decision, on all 


occasions belonged by^iereditary j)rivilege to anore or 
less mediocre and narrow minds. 

2 will allow the rndnee himsetf fo an^wqn 'the 
tion ^•to my aumority for communicating to 
others with4)ut any fes^^Vc all that I * ascertained during 
my intercourse with hijSj. Onen I am cfead you can 
tell everything you ^solutely evSrythiflg you 

know,” said Prince to'^me in the eourse of a 
conversation I had witg him on the 2^th of February, 
1879. I saw'^cle^ly i3 the way in which he looked at 
me that, in addition t# the permission I had, ^Lready 



X '>* 


PREFACE 


received o<3 previous occas^ns, ha> wi^^d that> I shoulli 
then ephsMir myself entirely, free and expressly reihased 
frPtn certain torm&r engag§ment8^ som^ of which had 
been assumed by m^Psplf, while others had^been imposed 
upon me. then my knowledge 'incifeased swing 

to his growing confidence in mcj while iris authorisation 
'‘and kfie cl6sire that I should use what knew to the 
advantage of his memory remained undiminished. On 

C , ^ ^ 

tbfft'z/iSLd ivrarc'h, 189|, during, one of my last yisits to 
FriedricbsruK, ^tjie Prince — apparently prompted by a 
notice which he had read i:p the newspapers — remarked, 
“Little Busch (Biischlcin) yfill one day, long -after my 
death, writ^ the secret liiiStory df our time fro: ,i the 
“^best sPuryes^of infbrlnatioi^.” I afiWere^ “ Y(*s, Phince ; 
but it ^yill Qot be a history, properly speaking, as I am 
not capable of that. Nor \v,ilL it be long after your 
death — which we natural’^' pray to be deferred as long 
ai^. possible — =^but. On the contrary very soon after, 
withopt any delay. In the.se -,gpivupt times, the truth 
cannot o be known too soon.” The Prince made no 
answer, but I understood } nis silence tjo indicate 
approval. .Finally, in the ^receding year he ^ liad 
affirmed the absolutely unrestricted character of :my 
authority. On the 15th°of ^jdafeh, 1890,' when the 
measures for his dismissal wer lalready in progress, and 
he . hiaiseif "was engaged • in packing up a variety oi 
papeFs preparatory tef his joinoey (a work in which I 
was allowed to assist him), he ^ |;ed me to copy a number 
of important documents for mm ^d to’ retain the 
original and cop^^ in my posatesion. Oij his remarking 
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that I cSuld these, doomnents copi^, 1 called his 

attention to the foot that a stranger might *be tray ^heix 
contents to third parties^* life replied, “ Oh, I am^^iot 
•afraid of t^fet ! He can if he likes*! I have no secrets 

%md^gst th4m-^abeolutely none.” TllSt %tateijient, “T* 

• • * 

have no. secrets,”, gave^'m^ liberty, at lea^ for a later 
tim^, to puWish those State papers the contents 6? 
whicll.l had hitherto Kepf seci^t, as he miist unqjiles- 

tionalily have knOwn Jiett#!" tlxin I ^f^'Vhe'^reH^ oY’ the 

• • 

world* who may have* held other views on the subject. 

So far I’especting the /essentiaf^ point. That he 


whom 1 honour as the first, of men •sanctioned jii,y 
und^taking is entirely sidticictit for me. Il do not ask 
whether* others giv^ it tli^ir bfessing. • The great 
majority of tl^o^sc* referred to have fynce departed from 
this life tind taken tlieir places in the domain of history, 
t^iere the*^claini for iiidulg6>|^ tfeatment is -iiq longer 
valid. Those ^ho are still witli*rm mfly^ Relieve •me 
whei| I assure them* tl|pt in now ^jublishing these pages 
I*have no thought of abusing them pain or of* injuring 
them iji way. I simply consider that I^m not at 
^rty to preserve sile 
t‘Ove unjl^sant to 
duty to teli the whole*: 


e oi^ those Aatters \^hi(;b Tnay 
hem in view both gf mv own 

t) i' 

uth, and of the desire expressed 
by the Chancellor (to l&hom I still feel myself bound in 
obedience) that nothihg^ should be coficealed. * ,The 
diplomatic • world,* in particular, *must be* represented 
here as it really is. M that respect *thi8 book may be 
described as’a^m^ror ar (Jiplomatistsi! 

er to fonn*his own •opinioq as 


TIM 

A 


I must le&ve the ri 
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to my capficit^ for observafaioii iiu4 tl/ tdiscovery of the 
Jru^. /l may, however, be allowed to say that sev^al 
lod^ journeys in AineHca the oEast, a lengthy tour 
in Schleswig-Holstefn. during the Danish^ ly^ile, under- 
'^aken fgr th^ PUrpose of reconnoitring tliat couSltry, 
and a period of rather confiel^ential int»ercourse .with the 
'’Augustenb'urg Court at Ki6l wore calculated to sharpen 
my wits. A mission 'Adiich I filled at Hanover during 
thS year oi transition, .vand„,abm"e ail, my posiwon in 
the Foreign Offlee in Berlin and the intimate relations 
in which I stood' towards its Chief during the war with 
France, togeth-er with the renewal of that intercourse 
from 1877 oiiwards, gavfe m^» exeeptional opportu ifties 
*of dev'clc^iag both my emory ' and power of obser- 
vation.. Fer several years 1 ivas' j},cquainted with 
everything that went on iri tlpe Central Bureau of the 
Germaij Foreign Offioe, a^Ci later^ in additionr to whai-^I 
as< 5 ertain^, through the confidence of fhe Prince, I 
obtained not a little dnformaticVi^ from Lothar Bucher 
which remained a secret, not oidy for private persons, 
but offeirfor high officials of tl^ Ministry. ^ 

'^Tlje ^iary ^on ' which my A^rk is based, and w^icii 
is often reproduced literally, mves the tru;?^t possiOle 
account of the events and cjfofes.sions which I have 
personally seen and hg^ard in thvpresenoe anddmmediate 
vicjnitj' of'tEe Prince. latter is everywhere the 

leading figure around whi(jh all/^e ''others are grouped. 
The task I set miyself, as a close pbserver and chronicler 
who conscientiously sifted h^ ftrets, yd give a true 
account .of what Ihed been corc^nissionedoto do eus the 
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with 


preae matters, 


HrtSn^e’s ^ecretaM connection 

and flt) describe tow he and* hi^ entour^» conducted 

themselves during the can^a^n in ‘France,' how lie 

lived and VKirked, the oj^nions expressed at ihe 

dinn^ and ^ble, and on hther occasions, respecting^-"^ 

persons and things of tl^t tim$, A^hat he related of his 

* . * * * 

past experiences, and finally,, after our return from the^ 

great war, what I ascertained res§fecting the progress £)f 
diplotCLg;tic negotiations from Xhe^ despot t^hirh w^e 
then exchanged^' and of which I w^s at liberty to make 
use either immediately or %.t a latt^* period. I wa^ 
assisted in the fulfilment ‘^Df this task by ^y faculty of 
con<>i0|Ltration, whick*my rev^re^icc for the J Prince and 
the practfce which I *Iiad in Jthe ccHifse of^m^ official • 
duties rendered gradually more intense^ and by a 
memor/ which althougli lipt 5^aturally above the a^^erage 
wt^g also developed by corbstant^ exercise to. such a 


degree thatfin a shor^ time it 


I 


nabled,me»to ^retain #11 
^ . 
the main points oh Icn^explanatiyns and stories^ both 

serious and humorous, from * the Chancellc^’s lips 

almost literally, until ihd) time* 'as I coulcU cammit 

to papei,' — that is to say, unlesi^ anything special 

Evened, a^mishap whi^h I was usually'able to avert. 

partic^ars* her^ given * were accordingly, ’almost 

without exceptton, written down \fithin ait hour after 

^the conversations therein referred to ocdurteS^ .For 

• • • 

the'fliost part they wera jotted d&wn *imm^iately on 
small ^lips of paper, c||ly point* and principal 

catchwtJrds "being j^oted,»ut which made ,jt easy’ how- 
ever, to complofe tfie y^liole entry lat^r on 
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; r~m — IQ • • ; ~ 

This sharp ear and faithful iQjem^rj, joined 
quife eye, «^od me jn good stead^in the -yeats of 
welcome service which undertook as a private indi- 
vidual for the Prinee. To <Siese and to the habit of 

O o • . 

putting all that^I had ex{>erienced, seeij, and heafrd m 
black on white withbut delay, I owe the accurate 
•accounts of the memorable conversation of the 11th of 

o 

April, 1877, of the vi^t to-Varzin and the statements 
made by tifee GHa'sjcellor on that occasion, as weH as the 
long list *of detailed, reports of pregnant and charac- 
iJferistic conversations thatr I had with him from the 

o 


^ear 1878 up„ to 1890^ in^ the palace and garden at 
Berlin when*^ at times trisis pr “under other cirytim- 
istances, I "^as either invited byithe Prince»or called 
on him without invitation for the« p^pose of obtaining 
news for the Grenzhoten on, foreign newspapers. ’ I' kept 
up the same habit of pomna't,ting every thing .of moment 
tojjaper cluring jnj vari§us visits of shortest or longer 
duration between the years li^^Scand 1889 tO' Fried- 
richsrul\> where in th^ year last mentioned t was 
engaged, .for several"" weeks in^arranging the Prince’s 
private letters and other <locuments. This custom -^IwO 
served me welf in that ever memorable week in Madh, 


1890, when I spent some hf the dark^t dfeys of than; 
period in the Prince’s immediate vicinity, nor did it 
fail pie,A^hen<J again greeted him in the Sachsenwald in 

♦ o c , 

1891 tind 1893, andoVas able ty convince myself that 


the 


in me had as’J little 


intervale his con^den^^ i 
diminished asjiad my loyalty tyvardi^him. 

Whoever ia f^piliar with style *in which the 
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ice was accusj^pied to ej^^ress his thoughts when in 
th6 c^inpany of hK intimate “^ssaciates wSlobe nt Shoe 
impressed with the genuineness Ihe instructions, 
copversa’tioDfc^ and aneccfetes communicated in the 
fdHo^dng pages:' He will find them aalmost without 
exception^ literally reproduced. In the anecdotes and 
stories, in particular, he will. nearly always observe the* 
characteristic ellipses, the unexpKSssed pre-suppositions, 
and tlf% manner in. which the l^rince^wds apt to jump 
from point to ppint iq his narrati'^es, reminding one of 
the style of the old, ballads, He will^lso at times note 
a humorous vein running'tl^rough the Pcince’s remarks 
and‘«'^equently becothe^ copsctous of’ a tlir^ad of semi- 
naiv^ selffironj^. Alf these features* were (^aracteristic^ 
of the Chancellor’s, p^miner of speaking. is therefore 
hardly necessary for me l^o jidd that my reports, with 
alf. their roughness and sf ruggedne^s, aj:;e photo- 
graphs thaf^have noP been reTOuched., In otLer words, 

I believe that I have |^t only bf^en quick to observe, 
but I also feel that I have not intentionally ^omitted 
anything that was wortl!^ reproducing. I havf^ neither 
Wtuj^ed any features nor brought others into too sharp 
»r^ifef. I have put in no high lights, and above all I 
ifave added^ nothing* of my own, nor tried to secure a 
place in history ^or my own wisdoin by palming it off 
as Bismarck's. Any omissions that now »eiiiaim (thore 
can hardly be more tli^n a do^f.^ in-' all pf any im- 
portance) are indicatet^by dots or dashes. In cases 
wliere f ha^e mot ^uite Understood a ape^er, attention 
is called to the-lacf. SJould any cpptradictiop be dis- 
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covered between earlier ^ statements 

me&orf zntfsT not be Jield responsibw for them, * If 1 
am blamed for tSe» fragraeatary character of my recital 
then all memoirs must be rejected. If I am reproached 
^-with not havingi^roduced a work of art, i believe I 'have 
already ma(^ it sufficiently clear that I ° never intended 
•anything of the kind. I desired, on the contrary, so far 
as. it was^ in my pow^^r, to- serve the truth, and that 
alone. Nevertheless, njy work may not only be utilised 
by histdrfans, but mey also possibly inspire a dramatist 
or a poet. Suck a writer <^must, however, be no senti- 
mentalist, ando no idealist. ft would be wise- for him 
and for others to let th&m^elv^s '"be guided by isbme 
tiouhsels of Experience whi^li will be usefpl as U w^arning 
against certain inisunderstandings^bQth as to the sources 
of myo information and tiie ^^degree of my credulity. 
These conrtsels have alw^^‘^ l>een preseftt to my mind, 
al^ioughf- perhaps, through a sense of politeness towards 
the pi^blic, or even, it. may be, real confidence in their 
common, sense, I have rarely thought it necessary to call 
attention to the fact. This advice I propose, to repeat 
here in a general form and without any special applica- 
tion. In the first place, then, there are* people wh,o 
sometimes really believe tliat thty Tiave'^act, pally said cri' 
done that which it was their duty to say or do in certain 
circumstanced. Others, again, frequently leave their 
heareirs to judge whvtUer their rjemarks are meant to be 
sarcastic or serious. Furthemr jre, inter poculci iind in 
foraging for laewa, the meaffin|i of -si'ords mus^ not be 
taken in .altogether too literal U “sense, if one does not 
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5 ttake a^x»l,of hi:^self. Altho^h^iith may 
be found, in the oowl, it mvtally contains Ao re” alcohol 
than aecura#y ; and ^ the sqril^blers pf the press very 
often thoughtlessly acce^ app^al’ances for realities 
when* they chme'fro^m “ well-fnformed dirclgs.” Finally,"*^ 
even those who wilfully mislead serye tke truth in 
so fa^ as they^ enable the experienced to detect theif * 
falsehood. « * , 

A**good deal gf what report “fthd describe will 
appear to many^'persoQS trivial and* external. l^iy view 
of the matter, how'Qver, is this. The trifles with which 
the praetOT does. not trouble Jiimgelf often, illustrate the, 
chai'aAter of a man'br ,his'' t^nfper for the-) time beine 

^ ** »** -f -i 

mor^ deafly thg,n fine -Speeches or great exploits. ’ Now 
and then very unimportant occurrences and situations 
have be^n,- as' it were, tlie ..^park which lit up the? mind 
and revealexl a’ whole trdrj, new and i^’uitfuJ, ideas 
pregnant wmh great efensequences. dfl th)s <i(ftinecti^n 
I may recall the accidenlfll, and apparently insignificant, 
origin of many epoch-making inventions and dis- 
coveries, suph as the fall of an apple from a tfee that ' 
gave'^ewton the first impulsp towards his theo^ of 
(g^^tation, thp greatest discovery of the eighteenth 
century; the»8teftm fronSi the boiling kettle which raised 
its lid and ultimaj:'ely led to the transformation of the 
^orld by the locomotive ; the brilliant refl^tfon wf the 
sun on a tin vessel^ which transJ)oi?ted” Jacoh Boehme 
into a “transcendental v^Son ; and the^spot of grease 
upCn Gift tahle-clo^h at ilF^rriferes which > formed the 
VOL* I ^ 
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starting-p^in^ of one of J^rince, Bi^arck’s ^most re^-^ 
ma^kaHe* •onversations. • Tke morning hours ■affect 
nervous ’constitiftwns 4iffe^ently to the evening, and 
changes of weathe* depr^ or raise thfe spirits of 

• * o- °i 

•^persons subjecf* to rheufiiatism. Indeed it must be 
rememl^ered that leatn^d theories have been formed 
svhich, expressed in a plain and direct way, apaount 
roughly to this — that^a man is .what he eats. How'ever 
odd that may sc^jnd, ref^lly canngt say how fat such 
ideas aI'e*wrong. Finally, it appears to^me that every- 
Hihing is of intefest and should receive attention which 

c 

has any relation to the^propiinent cent];al figure of the 

•* r* . 

great movement which '<veeulted Mn the political re- 
gefteration^ 8f our country — to tl^t pow’erful personality 
who, like the angel mentioned in'- th§ Scriptures, stirred 
the ^agnant pool, and gave health and’ life 'after the 
lethargy 'afid decay pf ,, centuries. f followed .the 

^ V O , 

Chancellor's ^iarecr* with the eyes <of a future generation. 
At great epochs trifles appear ^maJlsr than they actually 
are. Iji later decades 'and centuries the contrary is the 
ease.' -The great events of tlie past bulk still larger in 
men’s minds, wh^le things which were regarded as un- 
important befeome full of significance. It is then tflten, 
a matter for regret that it is im^cfesible> to /orm as clear 
and lifelike a pictftre of a personality or an event as 
ong ceifl(Fw*sh for want of valuable material originally- 
cast^aside as of«nO(^iceount. J^here was no eye to see 
and no hand to collect^ anefr^presefve those materials 
whil6 it was^ei time. WJiCY^oul(^not»n6w bfe glad to 
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ffave fuller detai(^ re^ectiri^ Luther in the •great days 
and4iour-s of his life ? , • . ♦ * • 


In a humdred years the*^^niory Prince ' Bismarck 
\W11 take a .•5> ace in the Sinds our people next to 
tiiat ’occupied by the Wittenberg doctor. ^The liberatof' 
o^ our political life frgm deperTdence up(wi foreigners 
will ^tand by^ the side of the reformer who freed ovnf 
consciences from the oppression ^f Rome — the founder 
of tRStjGrerman State by t^e* side of.him who crea^d 
German Christianity Our Chancellor alrea^dy holds 
this place in the hearts of •many of nis countrymen ; 
his portrait adorns theil** wall^ and they inspire th^ 
growteg generatiorr’ wjth*tlfe • reverence .which they 
theibselv^s fee^ TheJSe willjje followed by.tlje tnasses, 
and therefore I ima^ihe I may safely take, the risk of 
being told that I hare greaerved, not only the«pearls, 
but also the shells in whichj.d'^y were found.' . 

Many of the^ChaTicellor’s exprej^sions resptJcting the 
French may be re^ardec^as unfair and even occasipnally 
inhuman. It must not be forgotten, however, that 
ordinary warfare is calculated to harden the rfeSlings,** 
and ^at Gambetta's suicidal campaign, conducted^ with 
a^the passionate ardour of his nature, tfie treacherous 
tactics of bis ^franctiJeurs, and the bestiality of his 
Turkos, was bouijd to raise a spirit^Tn our cafeip in which 
leniency and consideration ^ could have to* partr. • ^Of 
course, in reproducing ^nd in fldobn^ othey andT still 
more Ititter instances ofmhis feeling, nctw that all these 
tlfings liave teng^ago JasSed away, ihere can \>e no 
intention to hurt any bie's feelin^i. # They aj^e pierely 
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vivid confributions to tb^ histgry the pampaigif^ 
denoting th^ momentary t^njper of tne Chancelloi^ who 


wars at that time ^orely^trjed and deeply ovounded ° by 
these and other incid^ts. *** 

o. . ^ o ‘ . 

I trust m^ icasons for including^a number of newa- 
paper articles wdl commend tl 4 ^mselves to the reader 
*^1 do so in the first place to show the gradual develop 
ment and change wl^h certain political ideas ainder- 

a c ‘ . 

went, and the forms whicl^ they assumed at ^^^arious 

o 

times. ' .Furthermore the greater paii; of them were 
3.irectly inspired by Prince Bismarck, and some were 
§ven dictated «by him. By pieUtioning tfic latter articles 
I hope to do the hew.spap‘er^ ir\ q^'uestion a pleas^te in 
‘so far ‘as, they will now |earn that they once had" the 
honour of having ,thc most emirtenh statesman of the 
century as a contributor these articles ' furnish 
material .f6r forming. an^.jCpinion upon the -journalistic' 
activity ‘of the Prince, wliich hitherto only'Wagener of 
the J^reuzzeMung , 2itelman, >:^e- Princeh amanuensis 
during the years he spent as .^pabassador at Frankfurt, 

■ and Lothar Bucher were in a position to do. On the 
22nd of January, -1871, the Chancellor himself remsii’ked, 
referring .to the importance of the press for historiat^ 

“ One learns more from the 'ne‘wspaj)ers, than from 
official despatches, ah, of course, Governments use the 
press' in orddr frequently to say more clearly what they^ 
really meqpi. One mlist^howeyer,^ know all about the 
connections of the different ft^ers.’’ This kncAvledge 
will in great part be found In Jhe present work.' 

The. reason for reproducing | certain portions of pay 
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^fPevious ^riting^^ t^jis boaji is that they are essential 
for tiie purpose of compl^eting .the character 
given in the#diary. Withoht th^m it would be* deficient 
in some parle, and unintelT^ible in •others. The repro- 
ductions referred to are in almost eveay instance con- ' 

8i3.erably altered and ^upple^nAited with additional 

• • • 

matter, and they now occupy a more suitable position* 
in the. work than before^ 

MORITZ BUSCH.*, 


Leipzig, July 30, 1898. 
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•BISl^ARCK 

^OME SECRET PACES OF ^IS HISTORY 

CHAPTIjjR I 

• ^ 

{ APPOIOTMENT'AS AN OFFICIAL WT THE FOREIGN OFFICE; 

aiId MY FIRST AUMENCk WTITH BISMARCK WORK 

J.ND 0BSER^’'ATI0N9’’ UP TC; THE ClUTBREAlf OF’ THE * 

WAR WITH FE4NC)i 

' • * * 

On February lijt, 1870, \^hirc living in X^eipzi^ and 
engaged in literary Avork,*! rciSei^ed-^cjuite unexpectedly 
— from Dr. Metzb?r, ^cretary in the 'Foreign ^Office of 
the North German Confe^- ration, who was at that time 
occupied principally with press matters and with^whom 
I had been , in commuuicm;ion since' *1807, a sho^t note ^ 
requegSfig me *to come to Berlin in order to have a talk 
with him. On my arrival I ascertained, fto m^ great , 
sij^rise, that £)r^,Met;iler had ^recommended me •to, Herr 
von Keudell, 'Councillor of Embassy, who was then in 
oharge of personal and finance meters in the Foreign 
Oflice, for a confidential position under th^ Chan«eUor 
of the Confederation^ wMcfi he, '^VTetzl^ himself, ^ad 
previously held, and in ^Aieh my chief ^uty would be 
to «arry t>ut "the instructiTO^ of the Chancellor in press 
matters. I was to be in.ipim'tediate communication with 
the Chancellor.'’ Mv position for thd tune bqingfWoal4 
.VOL. I • B . 
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*•<> •- .• .0 -^. 
be wbatowas called “diat^isch,” that is to gay' tCltkr^ 

^y (jlaim «*o a pension^ and nvithc^jit a title. Ji’urther 

details were tQ be a*rrang^d with Herr von Keudell on. 

his return from his hotieysi^oon, o For the moment I was 

only required to * declare' my readiness, ip generaL 'to 

accept the qffe5» and later on I was t'p foi^nulate my wishes 

and lay them in writing befoije Herr von Keudell. 

This I did in a letter. cJated February 4th, in yhich I 
^emphasised as the most important condition that I should 
be entirely independent of the Literary or Press Bureau, 
and that if my capacity for the- position should not prove 
equal to the expectations formed of it I should not be 
appointed an official in that department. On February 
19th I heard from Metzles that my conditions had been 
in the main agreed to,® sSicb^th^t no objections ha^d been 
rffised with regard to that respectrhg the Literary Bureau. 

I was to discuss the furtfier arrangements with Keudell 
himself, arid to be prepared to enter Upon my. duties at 
once. On February 21st J ‘had a satisfactory interview 
with. 'the flatter, in°the„ co'ursc’ of which we came to an 
understanding as to terms. On tlfie 23rd I was informed 
by Jieudell that the Chancellor had agreed to my 
conditions, and that hh had arranged for me to call upon 
Bismarck on the following eveb'ing. Next day I took the 
official oath, and on the same evening, shortly after 
8 o’clock, I found myself in the presence of the Chancellor, 
whom I had only seen at<a dir.tance onpe before, namOy, 
from the Press Gg.llery of the Reichstag. Now, two 
years later, I saw him again as he eat qj a military 
uniftSTtii at^is writing table with a bundle of documents 
bef6re him. I"waa quite close to him this time, and felt 
as if I stood before the aftar. 

He gave mq^hia hand, and\!aotioned me to take a seat 
opposite him. He began “by aayia^ that although he 
desired'to have a talk with me, he mtist Tor the moment 
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hiiwelf wit^'usfc making my acquaintaifce, as he 

had veisy little time xo spare. h^ve been’T^opt m tflfe 
Reichstag to-d^y longer than I expected by a number of 
lengthy and ^tiresome ‘ speerches'' ; then I vhave here 
(pbftiti^ig to -th^ documents before him) despatches to 
read, also as a rufe not very amusing; aiK? at^9 o'clock I 
must go to the 'palace, And^ that is not particularly 
entertaining eith^^r. What have you been doing up to 
the present?" I replied that I had 6d>ited the Greybzhoten,^ 
an org^ of practicaljy National Jhl)eraj» v-fews, which To 
left, however, on one of fhe proprietors showing n dis- 
position t^o adopt a Progressist policy on the Schleswig- 
Holstein question. The Ch^xnct^llor : ‘‘ Yes, I know that 
paper." I then went on to say flyif •! had at. the instance-^ 
of the Qfcvernment taken a pv^^itioft at Hanov^l’, where I 
assisted, the *Civii Commissioner Herr Von Hajpd^nberg, 
in representing Pruseiitn interests in ^ the ]^cal press 
during tlie year of transition. »I had sul)sequently^ on 
instructions received from the foreign Office' written a 
number of articles? for different poMtical ^ournajs* ai:jjc^g8t 
others for the Preifssische Jalirhueclier, to whicdi I herd 
also prei^iously contributcfl. Bis;narck : ‘‘ Then you 

understand our politics aj|^d the Gefpian questfbn in 
particular^ 1 intend to get you to write note^:? and 
articles^ for the papers from such particuiars and instruc- 
tions as I may^ive you, for of course I cannot myself 
wriCe leaders. Yon wilbaiso ari^ange for others doin*g so. 
At first these will naturally be by way of triah I must 
h^e some one espcfcially for this pur^se, and merely 
occasional assistance as at present^ ei^pecjally as I ajs« 
receive very little useful h^^ frem the Literary* Bureau. 
But howTong do you rem^fc here ? " and^ as he looked 
at hSs watch I' thought he ^'d^ired to brmg^he conver- 
sation to a close.* 1 replied that I .had arranged to 
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remain ifi Berlin. Bism^tck : Ah, very 'vjjsell HElieiSpi 

slsall kav% fi'long talk ’Vfith y6u onPof • tliesQ days. In 
the meantime Heir w)n Keudell, a^d also Herr 
Bucher, Councillor^ of Emfc^sy, Vho is well acquainted 
with all these matters.” I understood that I was now at 
liberty, to gt), ^d was about to rise from my seat w^en 
the Chancellor said ; “ Of noufse yoq know the question 
which was before the House to-day ? I replied in the 
negativq, explaining^that ■>! had been too busy to read 
the reports iU'^the n(?wspapers. he ^saki, “it 

was respecting the admission 'of Baden into the Nortli 
German Confederation. It is a "pity that people cannot 
manage to wait, and that* they treAt everything from a 
party standpoint, and* as' furnishing opportunities for 
speech-making. Disagreeable business to have tcBanswer 
such'spee^ihes, not to say-,such twaddle h Thfese elcTquent 
gentlemen^are really like ladies *with small feet. They 
forcQ, them into shoes tpat 'are too tight for th^m, and 
push them under our noses on all occasions in order that 
warrlay admire them. Cit' is jusj the feanae wth a man 
Vho has the misfortune to be eloquent. He speaks too 
often and too long.'" The qutetibn of German .pnity^is 
making good progress ; but '^p requires time — one year 
perhaps, or five, or indeed possibly even’ ten years. I 
cannot make it go any faster, nor can these gentlemen 
either.® But They have no patience to wait.” Withtheqe 
wofdij he rose, and again* shaking hands I took leav^^of 
him for the time. • 

I sv%s ^thus enlisted in the raiiks of Bismarck»8^ 
fallpw workers. An opportunity for the general in- 
structione which h% proposed in give me never occurred. 
I had to entei* upon my woiw at once. Next Evening I 
was* twice o^od in to hi?n»to receive ‘instrifttionS” for 
article. cOa I eometiules him still more 
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ft^uently> and o^^ioaally In the forenoon dlso — now 
and then as often as five or eight tinies in ?>ne 

day.* At the*e interviews Y had to take good • care to ’ 
keep my ea^p well op*en, aM^ to note eveiything with 
thf closest attention,, so that two pieces of information 
or ‘two sets of ihstrfictions shoul^ not geff mix^d up. 
However, I soon found ftiyself 'equal to thil unusually 
trying* task, as* Bismarck’s opinions and instructions * 
were alv^ays given in a striking foipn, which it jvas easy 
to rerfpetnber. Besides, he ^was <ciccu8ktmed to repeilt 
his principal points in other words. Then, ‘again, I 
made rnyself all ears, so t]iat, through practice, I • 
gradually succeeded in retaihing long sentences, and 
even, whole speeches, pracfi^lly without omissiona, • 
until f had an oppoftftnity oi’ conypittip^ them ^to ^ 
papeif. Bismarsk used ‘also tc» send me, by enc of the 
messengers, • documeiiti^ and newspapers marked with 
the lettet V anci a cross, s^n« which indicated “ J^ress 
Instructions.” When I foumi such, papers on my desk 
I looked the^ through, and subsequently Qbtaijjea +he 
Chancellor’s direc^ops with regard to them. "Further- 
more, when I had anything of importance to ask <3r to 
submit for his approval, I^was allowed to call upbn him 
withouli^preyioys invitation. I thus practically occupied 
the position of a “ Vortragender Rath^’ (be., an official 
■haying direct twjcess to the Chancellor), excepting only 
thSt I had neij^h^ the •title nor the sense of infallibility 
common to all such Councillors. • • 

' • The newspapers to which the afticles thjis* prepared 
were supplied were the • ITordd^utsqJie Allgem^ne 
Zeitung, then edited by ^raas, which was *the semi- 
official * organ, properly speaking ; tfie Spenersche 
Zettung^ and* the ^^eue Irr^ussiache ZhifMng. I also 
frequently sentv letters *to the Kolnyache Zeiti^r^, ex- 
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pressing the Chancello/s vi^ws.^ Duripfg the fh^t 
r6onths Sy appoiiitnTent Metzler, who had previously 
contributed totlmt paper, l^erved as the medium for com-"' 
municating, thes^ articlesa Subsequently they were 
sent direct to the' editor, and were ^flways accepted 
withoiit alteration. ^ In addition to this work L saw one^ 
of the wrfters from thd Literary Bureau every forenoon, 
and gave him material which was sent to the ^lagde- 
^hurger ^Zeituiig an^l some of the smaller newspapers; 
^Vhile other l-ix^^mbers cof his department furnished 
portion^ of it to pertain Silesian, East Prussian, and 
South ‘Germam organs. I had similar weekly interviews 
with other, and somewlrat piore independent, writers. 
oAmongst these I^ma}r‘ mention Dr. Bock, who supplied 
articles tc^^ the Augsburger AUfjemeine Zeitun^, and a 
number «-of papets in Hanover ; Professor ^ Consttintinc 
Roeszler, formerly Lecturer at Jena, who subsequently 
assisted Richthofen at Ifrirnburg and afterwards edited 
t\iQ Staatsanzeiger \ anc\ finally Herr Heide, who had 
previously j)een ^ missionary in Australia and was at 
dhat time w^orking for the North German Correspon- 
dence, which had ^been founded with a view ^to 
influebacing the h^nglish presg. 

In addition to this my duties also Included the 
reading of masses of German, Austrian and 'French 
newspapers, which were laid upon my table thres 
time^ daily, and the tnanagement ^and purchase of 
books forAhe Ministerial Library. It wull therefore be 
easily euydf^rstood that while the Cliancellor remained^ 
in Berlin I had piore tlian enough to attend l!b. I 
was engaged not only og^ week,-days, but also on 
Sundays, frohi 9 in the Lmorning until 3' in the 
afternoon, a^KLagain from^o till 10 and 'sometimes^,!! 
o’clock at night.c Indeed, it sometinies occurred that a 
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iiressenger%from Ghance^or came at mi<^night to 

call m& away froma party of fiends or out^f my Bfed 
in order to receive pressing iHstrijictione.* ^ • 

I reproduce here in the>:^orm in* which .they appear 
in Jny .diary ^ttfe particulars of «a number of more or less 
characteristic stafernmits and instructions whifth I received 
from the Chancellor, at th'ftt peridd. They show that the 
statesman whoni I had the honour to serve thoroughly * 
understood the business cr£ jcfurnalism, and they further 
throw*ft .welcome light upon jnany of the*^olitical events 
of that time. • ^ * • 

Some days after tlie debatf in the Reichstag respect- • 
ing the entrance of *Baden, into the North German Con- 
federation^ to which referende^ h*fts already been mad«,* 
and ’vfhile the mattey *wtes sti/l oequpyin^ both the ^ 
atteiftion oT th» press ftnd of 4;he Cliancellor,»I.fihd the 
following entry amoag*my notes , 

FehT^tary eveinug ^ — dialled tp seethe Minister. 

I am to direct special attentign to ^.hc nonsense written 
by the National Liberal Pres;^ on the la§t* si^tiffg of 
the Reichstag. The Chancellor said : — “ The “National 
LiberaJe are not a united *party. . l^iey are merely two 
fractions. Amongst theij leaders Bpnnigsen afld For- 
kenbeejj^ are sensible men, and there are also a cOTiple of * 
others. Miguel is inclined to be theatrical. Loewe, 
•with his deep, chest notes, does everything fdV e^ect. 
He has not made a single practical remark, tdblcer is 
effective in cfestructive criticism, but is ng politician, 
it sounded very %id to hear him declare th^t .they were 
no\^ too much occupied with ‘Rome ,in Paris and Vijenna 
to interfere with u^ in coMeclion w*th the Baden affair. 

If it were possible to gW those of reMly Progressist 
independently, Jt would mak^t. the situation 
clearer.. Fri^enthal’s speech. Avas excellent. I 


views 

much 
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must ask you also to emphSisise ^he followin^^points > — 
^hs’ UEifiaiFbess of Zeitiing in repeating 

* misunderstandiitgg which I explained and disposed of in 
mj speech. , 2. TTip make-'fe^lieve'' support given to my 
policy by men who were elated for the express purpose 
of rendorin^ me real^ assistance. <8. That such poltbi- 
cians eithdt cannot se(? ok iifientionally overlook my 
‘principal motive, viz., that to admit Baden into the 
Confederation would l^ing pressure to bear upon Bavaria, 
ajld that it ij^. ^Jierefo^'C rd hazardous step. Attention 
should^b^ paid to the situation in France, so that nothing 
^should be done which might endanger the Constitutional 
evolution of that country, an evolution hitherto pro- 
niaoted in every way frohi Berlin, as it signifies peace for 
us. The French Arcadians' ' (t4ie p^rty that supported 
Napofeop ♦through thick axnd tliin) ‘‘ ase watching the 
course of events in CJermany, aird ^waiting their oppor- 
tunity. Napoleon is now^well disposed To us, but he is 
very changeable. We could now fight France and beat 
her T^o, but that war wolid give rise to five or six others ; 
aid whild we can gain our ends by peaceful means, it 
would be foolish, if not crimiilal, ’ to take such a .course. 
Events 4n France may take a warlike or revolutionary 
^ turn^' which would render the present brittle metal there 
more malleable. <There was an important point in my 
speech, ^vhich, however, these good people failed to. 
recognise. That was thet intimation «that in certain 
circumstances we should pay no regard either to the 
views of J^^u^tria respecting South Gerrnanyt as a wholes 
no^ to" those of France, who objected to the admission 
of any single South German State into the North German 
Confederation. ^ That was a (peeler. Further measures 
can otily be o^nsddered when T know hoW that hint has 
been received in Vienna and Paris.'’ 
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* MwrcK ls^. — Gounli Bisr&ftrok wishes me to get the 
following inserted^n the Soutit (jerman ri^'Wippaper^-^ 

“ The speech»of von Freydorf, the Grand Ducal Minister,* 
in the Badep Diet on* the .Jtmsdictipn Treaty ^th the 
h^rth Germaft Confederation^ has* been inspired by an 
abeolutely correct view of the ^ituatJ^n.* Piyticular 
attention shoulcf be pai<? to that portion ifi which the 
Foreign Minister of the Grand Duchy declared the** 
policy *of Baden to be in perfect accord witji that ®f 
the C1»apcellor of the North German Cpnfederation, ariji 
also to the manner in whicfi he defined the jfbsition of 
the SoiTth German States towards the Treaty of Prague.* 
Throuffh the dissolution, ol* the old Germanic Con- 

O ^ • 

fede^’acy, ithose States have, iv matter of fact, become^ 
soverJ[gn States. 'that treaty * gives tliei}i^ liberty (to 
me f UndSrlin# tliose •\vordsi) to ibrm a ii(^w 'union 
amoiigst thcnisolvas,^ a* South German^Confederation, by 
meansv:)f whicli they may tfike measures for bringing 
about a nation^fl union with, the ynited North. That 
treaty invo^^^es no j^eScrij^tic^, cngagemciit of'Niom- • 
pulsion whatever •to adopt such a course. Any insinu*a- 
tion ofrthatkind with respect to Statues whose sovercfignty 
has been emphatically recognised would be sofnething 
absolu^ly unheard of. In the Swiss war of the Bonder- • 
bund, and also in the late Americai^ civil war, States 
► were obliged i^ainst their own will to remain Vitliin a 
lAion which they had^pcevioifsly joined, but no bfie* ever 
saw a sovereign State or Prince re^juired tg enter into 
Confederation against their own jildgment. ^ Xhe South 
German States, including half of He^se, have unquesfmn- 
ably the right — acting eUher® in concert or •singly — to 
endeavour, in co-operati(m with the N<5rth, to advance 
tffe caose of * national unity^. The queet^pn is wliether 
the present is ^ time to choosg-t The Chancellor 



, I<s * the UNI(fN OF NORTH AND SOUTI^j^ax.'^, i%yo 
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oi Getma-Ti Goufeferaticai angers tkift question 

Ph ihe ise£'fy^'^e. But 'is oi^y ^055Jb]e b^- th^most 
^/i-rd/jjjo- oT’ ^/s es^pr^s/oj7S fo 7^,37 Zjs 

fin^l aim is Dot ti^ union °4)f Germany, partition of 
German national territory I Calumny ! ‘’Not a single 
word of, the ®Clmncellor’s justifies ifiiat conclusion. As 
Herr Laske’t' has not sj^oken ^^at the instance of the 
Government of Baden, although his speeoh would admost 
c»nvey tl\e impressioiy thatr he* was a Minister of that 
Sl^te, it is difficult to understand where he got" that 
idea. Pefliaps it wa.s merely the conceit of the honour- 
able merhber that led him to make such a statenient.” 

March Zrd . — The Minister wishes the Kblnische 
titling firsti and afteh’qaltds the South Gernian news- 
^papers, to advocate the Organisation into one great*>party 
of all men of natiohal views in th6 South <£ferman StUtes, 
so as to getqid of the particularism which had hitherto 
divided them. “The matter ' lies mucli more “iii their 

4 

hands/’ he said, than in, those of the ^ North German 
NatkfhaJ Liberals. The ISfbrth German Goveirnments will 
do all that is possible in a reasonable ^ay in support of 
the efforts of South Germany. ^ But the South Germans 
who wi^h to unite, with us rrvust act together and not 
‘ singly/' I want you to reiterate this point ag^in and 
again. The article must then be printed in the 

Spenersthe Zeitxmg and in other newspfjpers to which 
we ha'^e access, and it should. < be Accompanied 
expressions, of deep «regret at the particularism which 
preventa union of the various Southern parties that 
gravitate towards North Germany. A union of the four 
Southern States is ah impessiMity, biit there is nothing 
to hinder the formation of a ^uthern League composed 
of men of national sentiments. The National party in 
Baden, ^he Gernaan party in "Wiir^mberg, and the 
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= * jp- — 

Bavariaip^Progre^iat paxty^^axe mexely diffOTent nameB 
for the same thi^. These grojips have^tjf d0a] 

’ d/jferei2^ 6 ^i^Ti 72 inen^, siK^some persdns maintiiin tiaf 
they must consequently ^dSpt different tactics. Their 
-alms^are ncv^rtl^eless identical in all important points, 
^ith the best* wiH in the world tho^e •three^ parties, 
while acting smgly, j]tfoduce*but a slight impression. 

If tl^ey desire, to go ahead and become an importanl) 
factor* in public aftairs,* they mpst comljine^to form a 
great* and homogeneous South »Gerrnnn* National pa\ty 
which must bo reckoi^ed with o^i both sidej^ of the 
Main.^^ ’ * • • 


Head over to* the ^Mmistcr, at his request,, an 
article which die ordered* yesterday and for whic^i 
he ^ve me the Icadkm *ideaS. It was •to be dated 

^ ^ . • V •• • * * 

from Parts, m\d published in the ^Kdhiische^ Zeitimg. 
He said : — Yes^ -•ybu have correctly expressed my 
meanki^. . The compo«itlon is good both as re^rds its 
reasoning and* the facts which jt contains. But no 
Frenchmait* thinks *111 such ^logic^\l and •wcU-Ovdered 
fashion, yet the tetter is understood to be written b^ a 
.Frenoliman. It must Contain ^ more gossip, aixl you 
must pass more lightly point to point. Hn doing 

so you must adopt an altogether French standprint. 
Liberal Parisian writes the letter ai^ gives his opinion 
as to the position of his party towarcTs th 5 German 
Question, e:^ressing* kimsetf in the manner CisTial in 
statements of that kind.'' (Finally Coupt Bismarck 
• dictated Hie greater part of the articlp, ,Wiich was 
forwarded by Metzler in its*altcre<^ form to the flHerfiish 
newspaper.) • * ^ • 

In connection with wls task the Minister said to me 
Che day before : — I look the matter Jji this way. A 
coirespondenji In *Pafls must give^his opinion of my 
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quai’rel With Lasker and •the c^hera over the Baden 
qudbtioH, aj^d%ring for,walkl arguments which. I dkl not 
think it •desirable ♦to use at that time. Jle must say 
that no one cpuld ^^em it a’dvisabie in tlie present state 
of affairs in Bavaria, whemt^ie King scemff t© be so w§ir 
dispose4, to do Anything calculated ’on the one hand to 
irritate him® and on th6 othei' to disturb the Consti- 
tutional movement in France — which movement tended 
to preserve peace whil^ it would itself be promoted by 
thj£ maintenance’ of peace. > Those wdip desire to &d>\^ance 
the cau.'ie of liberty do not wish to go to war with us, 
jet they could not swim against the stream if we took 
any action in South Germany which public opinion 
would regard as detrimetitfil' to the interests and prestige 
of France. "Moreover, for the present the cour.se of the 
Vatican Council should not be ihterferertl with, as The 
result for Gi^rmany might poissibly be >a divei’sion. We 
must }\’ait for these things,” he added. “• I ’ jannot 
explain that to them. If -they were politicians they 
would sec i^ for themsel\*TJS. Theae are fea^ns for for- 
bearance %v’hich every one should be arjlc to recognise ; 
but Members of Parliament Nvlio cros3-qucstio^l the 
Governrhent do nof, u.sually re^rd that as their duty.” 

The second portion of the article which the hlinister 
dictated runs as follows ; — “ Whoever has had an oppor- 
tunity of observing here in Paris how difficult the birth 
of the present Constitutional movemenf'has been, what 
obstacles thi^ latest development of French political life 
has to ovecGQpre if it "is to strike deep 'roots, and how 
powtefful are the influences of which the guiding spirit 
only awaits^some pretext for smothering the infant in 
its cradle, will 'understand witfu what anxiety we watch 
the horizon abroad and whkt a profoundly depressing 
effect eve^ little clpud there produces upon our hopes 
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of a secure and peaceful development of the r4g%me. 
It is^the ardent ^ish cff eveory sincere a^herenj} o&the 
Constitutional cause in France tlfat t^iefe should Aow be 
no diversion abroad, no ch^n^e bn tlib horizon of foreign 
politics, whioh inight serve^ ^f ndt as a real motive at 
l^st as a pretext far crying down thc^owthful Consti- 
tutionalisjn of France, ^hil<j a^ tlie same tnne directing 
publiii attention to foreign relations. We believe that* 
the Emperor is in earneat, but his immediate entourage, 
and thb creatures whom he h^s em;p]/:>y, are watchmg 
anxious*ly for some evcnit Which shall enable J^hem to 
compeF the Sovereign to abandon a cpurse wiiicli they 
resent. These pc^oplc are •very numerous, and have 
during tlje eighteen years of tll^^^ Empcrods reign gro’^u 
raorelpowerful than^is pcrjla^s •bclieVcd oufside France. 


Wlyoever has jyiy regal'd for ^le Consfitutibi\al develop- 
ment of the coui\ti^«can only hope that no alteration, 
howev^pc .‘^light,*shall (jccur in the foreign relations of 
France to serve as a moti\^. or pretext for that reaction 
which ever^» opponei^t of tlTe SJonsditution ig striv^»yig to. 
bring about.’’ • * * . ^ • 


, Bgtween the dirdctifms for tlfese articles, which I 
here bring together as t^ey relate to the same subject, I 
received oUiers, some of which 1 inAy also reprodu^ie. 

M^areTi AlJi . — The Boer sen Zeitung contained an 
article in which it was allegeU that in Oermtiny ‘only 
ftobles were coivsiderach competent to become Ministers. 

This the Coulit sent down to me tci be refuted in a short 

• • 

•article, expressing surprise at su«h a statement. “ An 

absurd electioneering nn^vje ! ” the Chancellof’*8^id, 
“ Whoever wishes tb persuac^ the worfd tha|; in Prussia 
the p<5sition of Minister only open to the aristocracy, 
fftid thift capa;t)le commoners have ab^lutely no ehance 
of attaining to if, Miust have no me^oty and no eyes. 
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* Say that Inder Count BijUnarclj no less tljan thr^e 

Vv^s T^^rOTi\'oxeTi(l.&jti^^^ Vjecxi appointed 
MJnJsters. withiif a short period, nnme}j Delbriiftt, 

fet been appointed. " ' ^ ^ ^ * ' 

I wjote 4;hi^ short article immediately ; but the 
Chancellor Vtas not pleasecb wfdh it. , “^I told you ex- 
^essly,” he said, “ to mention the names of Delbrnck, 
Loonhard and Camphapsen, and tthat their appointments 
w^e due to my’.p^i’Sonal influence. Go straight to- the 
point, apid don’t wander round about it in that way ! 

’ "Bhat is no use ! ^ A pointless article I They are just 
the cleverest of the presen1> Ministers. The attack on 
Lasker is a\s6 out of j^lacc. We must not ‘provoke 
■people unnecessarily. They af^ right when they comfplain 
of bullJ^ingA The Teferen(?e to L^sisker consisted meirely 
of his own words as given above. o . 

Maj^ch 5th, — The V ossische ^ Zeitiing contained a 
bitter attack, which culminated in the following remark : 

0 *^ Exceptional circumstances — anc| such must be ac- 
knbwledgeil to exist when working meri are treated to 
breech< loaders, and iVIinisters ^nre hanged on street 
lamps — oannot be taken as a rule for the regular 
eonduck of affairs.’^ The Count received* this article 
from the Literary , Bureau of the Ministry of State 
(where ei^tractfe from the newspapers were made for 
him), Mtliough it might weK havt^been withheld, as not > 
much importance attaches to the scoldings of “ Tante 
Voss.’' Tbg Count sent for me, read over the passage ^ 
in qafe^tion, and observed : They speak of times when 
Ministers were hangecT or^ street llirnps. Unworthy 
language ! Reply that such a ^hing never occurred in 
Prussiii, and th^t there is no prospect of its* occtirringt 
In the meantime it shows towards Svhat condition of 
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affairs th§ enbrts of that newspaper are tending, wluoh 

(^und^ tlie auspHaa ot Slaeoby and Cotnipany') §npi|^\ea 
the^ Progressist middie desses ' of ^Bprlin wjtb’ tbeJp 
j^a/jk/OA ' 

. 0 Called i&^sain later to •the Count. I am to so to 
(Jeheiharath Halm apd call liis attentio]#to*the ijuestion 
0 / capital punishment, -grhich in f iew of the approach- 
ing elections should be dealt with in the Provincial-^ 
Correspondenz in -accor^lange with the policy of tlje 
Government, who desire its retention, . The* Minisiser 
said : “*I am firmly convinct^d that the majoBity of the 
population is opposed to its abolition. ^ Weredt other-^ 
wise it would of course be possible to do away with it. 

It is a raere theory — the* ^ejrtirqentality of lawyers y% 
the Rychstag — a party (Joc^iffe which has no connection 
witli the life of the y^ple, although ’.Its advocates *are * 
constantly referring J:a the people. Tell him that, but 
be cautious in# ^ealin^ with him. *PIe i5 somewhat 
conceited — bur^ucratic. ®o it in a diplomatic way. 

You must 1^ him think thAt ^osc? are his ^o\<>^n i^eas. 
Otherwise we shail not get anything useful* out^ 5f him. 

Let me know after\^ards what he says.'' , 

March 6th , — Have seen Hahn. He is of opinion 
that it is yet too early to deal wtt*h this mattor.* It ^ 
will probably end in a compromise, coital punishment 
^being only retained for murder. The attitude of •the 
I^^berals in th^ ejections^ can only be influenced frfiter the 
decision in the Reichstag. In thp meantime he has 
instructed the Literary Bureau to •refute the article in 
the Natiorujil Zeitung, and ^ to show how^ slerile*^the 
present Parliament would be if* it allowed^ the long 
wished# for Criminal Co^ to be wrecked upon this 
question^of capital puniskgamib Report this to» the 
Minister, He *of opinicm that Hahn* is mistaken. 
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“It is necessary to act ijJ a diplomatic in tfeis 

caso,” he oJisRrved. “ One miAt prefiint an ajppe^rance 
’of determination jip to thi' last moment^ and if one 
wants to secure a suitable^* ^comjTromise, show no dis- 
position to give way bes^hs, Hahn mustch§ve no other 
policy than aaii?^. I shall speak taEiilenberg, and get 
him to set Hahn strafght. „ Tlifis must be put" down at 
•once. We must think in good time aboi^t the 
elections.” 

/ March 7^M.-»-^Sent ^rass {Norddeutsche Allgemei'tie 
Zeitung) - an article written by Buchqr under instruc- 
•tions fro"m the .Minister, showing that the majority in 
the Reichstag does not represent public opinion nor the 
■will of the pfeople, butebnly the opinions and desires of 
the Parliamentary party. ’ 

CAllqd^to the'^ount ip the Evening, when he said*. 
“ I want you to secure the insertion jn the press of an 
articl§ somewhat to the folloyring effect : Fo;; some 
time past vague rumours .of war have been current 
throughout the world for which no saffiment ground 
exists in fact, or can be even suggest^id. The explana- 
tion is probably tb be sought' in Stock. Exchange 
speculation for a fall which l^s been started in Paris. 
Confidential whispers are going about with regard to 
the presence of Apchduke Albrecht in the "French capital 
which are calculated to cause uneasiness; and then,^ 
natifl’ail’y enough, these rumour^ are shouted aloud apd 
multiplied by the windbags of the Guelph' press.” 

Ma^ch — The Count wants jbu' arRcle in the 

Ng,9CdnoX Zeitung to be arjswered in this sense : “ The 
Liberals iri Parliament always identify themselves with 
the peo;pIe. They maintain, ttke Louis XIV. with his 
U^tdt dest moiy that ‘We are the Peoples’ • Tlhire cotdd 

hardl’y be a more pbsurd piefce oP bo^in^ and exaggera- 

<> 
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tidh. As if the other ropreaemtatives, the Conservatives 
in the^eountry, an<i^the great numbers who^olon^ to%o 
party, were nof also part of the nation, ancT had no Opinions 
and interest^ to which ‘regard should J^e paid ! ” 

• • Eveningr-^^\^ Minister, referring to a statement in 
thQ NordcLeutsdhe •Allgemeine ^eitung, * remarked : 
“ There is* jnuch ado about the ‘decided attitude taken 
up by Beust agajnst the Curia. According to the report 
published by Brass he ‘hasf expfessed himself very 
emphartically respecting its la^Jicet Action^ in a note which 
the Ajubassador read to 'the Secreti-ry of State. * That 
must bd* refuted, weakened. Do it in* a letter from 
Rome to the Kolnvsche ^eitfing. Say : ‘ We do not 
know if thi analysis of the dcfi^at'ch iij question (whicU 
has mafte the round of the papers, and whicifi was fii^t 
published b;^ TJ^ Time^ is correct,^ but we haVo reason 
to doubt it. Trautfliansdorf (the Austj^’ian Ambassador 
to the Holy- See/ lias read ho note and has received no 
instructions to raftike any pos^ive declaration, bijt is on 
the contrary^ftcting in »accordanfte. with his oWn cpnVic- 
tions — and it is krfown that he is very clerical ^nd not 
at.all disposed to radical measures. .He has communicated 
to Cardinal Antonelli suchtparts of thp. information tjiat 
reached him •from Vienna as he thought proper, and he 
certainly made that communication in^as considerate^ a 
form as possiblg. It cannot therefore have beep very 
erapphatic.’' ^ • * • 

Later. — Attention is l^o be directefl, at first in a paper 
which has no* connection with the Crovernmant, *to^the 
prolonged sojourn of Anchduke AJbrecht in Paris as ^ 

1 The despatch was understood ^ contain a sentence to the effect that 
Rome ahoiild take care not to challenge Eurof>e, and that> whatever the 
ChojRh. migli#aaj^ th6 Austrian Courts of Justice would not allow tJJem- 
^selTM to bo influexiced^ ipt^ «ocogdmg toy indulgence towards those who 
broke the laws or instigated others to do so. 
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suspicious symptom.' In<>°conng;ption with it- rumo&rs 
haSie been circulated, in Lontton o^*an understanding 
between France* asad Apstrhi. Our papers should after- 
wards reproduce these hints, . 

March \2,th . — In the rufternoon, Buch(?r gave nie H-he 
chief s . instfuctions po order the» Spdnish' newspaper, 
Im'parciaf. (This is of 'some ihiportance, as it doubtless 
indicates that even then wn had a hand in the question 
bf electing the new giving. On several occasiens sub- 
sequently I secured tlfe kiscrtion in,, non-official Gherman 
papers of translations which Bucher brought me of 
articles in that newspaper against the candi'dature of 
Montpensicr) ’ 

^ March 13</n— The Olnincellor wislres to have it said 
in one of flic “ rpniotc'” journals (tliat is, not notoriously 
connected with the Government) that the P6pe hafs paid 
no regard fo the representations'^of France and Austria 
respecting the principal points ’.vhich should bt decided 
by the ^Council. He would not have"' done so even if 
thoSe ^ representations had be'en express^id in a more 
emphatic form than they actually wffie. Neither Banne- 
ville nor TrautmansdQrf was inclined to heartily defend 
the cahse of the State against the Ultramontanes. This 
disposes of the news of the Memorial Dvjylomatique to 
the effect that ^at the suggestion of Count Daru the 
Curia lias already given an affirmative answer. That 
report is absolutely false, as - iu nearly all the I^^ws 
published by the paper in question. It is much the 
same witheCount Beust’s note to the Papal- Go vernment.^ 
(** Quote the w,ord ‘ note,’ -’’ added the Minister.) It was 
only a despatch, and, doubtless, a* very tame one. 

March l^thy evening . — Availed up to the Minister, 
who lay on the sofa in ffiis study. “ Here'i” he %aid 
^(pointing to a newspaper). Thdy* complain of the 
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a<3bumula*jon of labour iViposed upon Parliament. 
Already eight • rAnths’* hard w/^rk ! l^at rftust^ be* 
answered. Jt is true that raember^ of Parliament^ 
have a great deal to^ do,, but Minsters are still worse 
off. La addrtiorj to their A^ork in the two Diets the 
latter have an immense amount of busilSesfi to transact 
for the K“ipg an& tjie coilntay both while Parliament is 
sitting and during the recess. Moreover, members have* 
the renaedy in theit own hands. ^If those wl\o do not 
belong to the Uppe^ Chamber jivi>l abstaitf from standing 
for election both. to the Prussian apd the FecTeral Diet 
they witl lighten their task sufficiently. They are noP 
obliged to sit in both Housesi'' 

MctrcTi 2ilst ^ — I am to e^C*attention in the semi-' 
officia^organs to the Tact^ that the* Reichstag discussing , 
the Criminal Cgde far ik>o minutely aild slowly^ “The 
speakers,'' observed >h^ Count, “ show^too gijeat a desire 
for meje talk, •and are. too fond of details and> hair- 
splitting. If »this continues the^ Bills will not be 
disposed of,.-!!! * the jv^'c.^ent Session, ^ especially the 
Budget has still tA be discussed. The Presidei^t miglit 
\yell exercise stricter coiArol. Another unsatisfal 3 tory 
feature is that so man^i^ members absent thetnselves 
from the sittings. Our newspapers ought to pTxClish** 
regularly lists* of such absentees. Elease see that is 
^done." * * • » 

^ Called up again latex and** commissioned to Explain 
in the press the attitude of Prtessia towards those 
, prelates whet oppose the Curia in R5me. Th^ Chancellor 
said : “ The newspapers express a d^ire that ^ the 

Government should support the Grerman Bishops on the 
Coimcik You should asl? if those writ^l^ have formed 
a ^lear iflea to how we should set about that fask. 
Should Prussia '"pe^'haps* send a Note^to the Council, or 

c 2’ 
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to Antonelli, the Papal Minfster, jvho does nol;,*belong to 
that body ? or is she .to secure repifesentation ia that 
assembly of Pr^ates, and protest (of coya’se in vdin) 
against what, she oi>jects to.? Prussia will not desert 
those Bishops who do n®€ submit tl:(.em%el>ves to the 
yoke, iDgat it* is for tjie Prelates in th°e first place to 
^ maintain a 'determined ftttkucfe. AAe cannot take pre- 
ventive measures, as they would be of ii.o value, but it 
is* open to us to ad^pt a • re^rressive policy in ^case a 
decision is cohie, to iri opposition fo our wishes; If, 
after thaf decision has Ijeen arrived at-, it should prove 
to be incompatible with the mission and interests of the 
State, then existing legislatioix, if found inadequate, can 
bfe easily supplemented a\;y^l^ altered. The dcrdiand that 
cthe^ Prussia^ Government sho-uld support the »r more 
moderate Bishops is a mere empty phraste so' long a.s no 
practical mgans of giving effect to' it. can be discovered. 
Moreover, the course wliich I irow' indicate will in any 
case be ultimately sqcccssful, although success may not 
^ at onceqbe eopipletiely achieved. ’ 

March 25th . — The Chief wishes Klaczko’s appoint- 
ment"' in Vienna to bp discussed. He said to me.: 
“ Beust intends in fhat way to ^’yevive the Polish question. 
Point to the journalistic activity of that' indefatiga1:)le 
agitator, and to his bitter hatred both of ourselves and 
Russia. ‘ Quote Rechenberg’s confidential de.spatch of. 
the 2ncl of March from Warsaw^ whcrcohc says that ttse 
Polish secret political societies which are engaged at 
Lemberg in*, preparing for a revolution? with the object 
of ^restoring Polish independence, have .sent a dej)utation 
to Klaczko congratulating him on hjs appointment to a 
position where^he is in direct communication with the 
Chancellor of the Empire. Send the article fifst to the 
Kolnische Zeitung^ and afterwards attrange for similar 




articles in, the provincial ne^papers. We must finally 
see that .this reaches *Reus3 {tjae Amb^ssadoi* in^St. 
Petersburg)^in order that Ire may got *it reproduced in 
the Russia^j press. It can also appear iji the Kt^uz- 
'zSitung, and •it jnust be brcuight up again time after 
time in another' form.” ^ • 

Afte'rri.oon. — G.eheimrath Vtbekcn desired me, on the 
instructions of .the Minister, to take note of the following 
document, which is apparently based on a ^despatch : 

“ It *is J^ecoming rjiore and mer* difli(;uLt to understand 
the attitude of -the Au?itrian Government toVards the 
Councif. All the organs of puldic opinion are on the 
side of the Au.strian Bishops, who arc making such a 
dignified', and decisive staiA^ m Rome. ’ The reports 
whic® the Governments thought well to allbw the press 
to publislf rc.=^ectiDg •the st^ps whi(5li they Ji^ive taken 
in Rome were in k^frmony with this attitude. The 
news from Roitie, howaver, speaks only of the tajneness 
and indecision ♦with whicli-the Government's policy is 
being carriet^l into c^^edution. ♦ The most ^contradictory^ 
accounts are no\v^ coming in. It is said that tha Austrl^in 
Ambassador has supposed the auction of the French 
Ambassador, which is ]§nown not to have been very 
effective. •ETxpressions have been attriliuted tO'^Countr 
Beust, showing that, in his oj^inion,, the only effectual 
course would be for all the Powers to taice coftimoVi or 
collective acl^ion. Om the other hand, it is asserted that 
he gave a negative answer, reciting different objections, 
Mx} the proposal* of another Cathc^ic State ^(Pa^varia) to 
join it in a decisive declaration in Rome. In pfteonce 
of this indecision pn* the oart^of the Catholic J^owers the 
Bishops will doubtless be obliged to fallow their own 
chnscieiTces fi,n*d decide for themselves what their bourse 

of action is to bet * are convinced however that if 

• • • 
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the Prelates themselves re«olved,to make a chstermine'd 
staild. on behaff of they: consciences tife situation ^ould 
immediately undftr^o a change in their favour, and that 
ultimately no. Government wQuld desert its own Bishops 
even if they were in a minefity. . ^ ^ * 

“ Bi§mardk has already explained to the Prussian 
Ambassador"^ in Paris thht »he Is prepared to support 
every initiative taken on the Catholic side in the matter 
of« the Cpuncil. Pie at the same time discussed the 
sidbject with Ben edetti, ''expressing lijmself in a similar 
sense, but'in the mea^itime making no positive proposal. 
0n the other hand, he asked incidentally whether it 
might not be desirable to'" consider in a general con- 
ference the attitude to .be. adopted by the’ various 
Government towards the Council. Benedetti ri^lied 
that such a course woukP only hasten c the Council’s 
decision. Bi^smarck urged that a Conference might be 
useful, even were it no longer possible to influei>ce the 
Council, and were th§ question to be considered merely 
‘ how far ^ the injurious effects of its decisions 6ii the peace 
oPChurch and State could be minimised. 

“ Benedetti sent a report of this informal conversa- 
tion to Paris, representing it tjts a proposal to hold a 
conference. Daru replied in a despatch which pointed 
out the difficulty of carrying that idea into execution. 
Who should take part in the conference ? Russia main- 
tained Such an unfriendly aptitude ^towards the Catholhs 
Church, and, Italy was so hostile to the Curia that they 
could hardjyjoin in ally common action."" Spain wushed 
to ijonfine herself to the repression of any eventual 
breach of the laws of the country, anct England ignored 
the official declarations of the Roman Church. Many 
Powefe had Concordats, while others occupied a more 
independent position towards the Oifria,., therefore, in 
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thfet respact also, an unders^nding woulT difficult. 
Finally, Daru feA-ed that Rome, on hearing, of ^an 
. intended conference, woul<3,reply witji a fait accompli. 
For these reasons he declined the prctposal. He would, 
hi^vever, lil^e 4o afford the 6t4a^er Powers an opportunity 
of.supporting tl>e measures taken by Frfhicg on her own 
initiative.* ^ In ch.se he refceiyed .a Negative amswer to his 
demand that hk’ance should be represented on the.* 
Council he would •officially communicate to the othc^r 
Governments his declaration Jo Secretary *of State, 
Cardinal Antonclli, that "the* rights and intereats^of the 
State wauld be defended against any epcroachment on, 
the part of the Spiritual Rower, and urge them to 
support lys actipn in Kuinb. Rismarck thanked Dai’p, 
for iblfis communicaCion, ai^t^said fhat the Govern- 
menjb at Berliij (whdil.’it hac^ satisfied itself, that sileh 
a course on the p^rt of France was calculated to pro- 
mote the . intefhsts of • Prussian Catholics) would 
endeavour to strengthen thC.impressioh made thereby ; 
and that tiirtlfer communications* were awaited with ^ 
interest. • ' • * ^ • 

. “ The French Gokc?7inlbnt looks ibrward with aiyciety 
to the consequences of the Councfl, Imt liesitates to take 
any serious,ahd decisive measures, tfnd is not di^jK^setL* 
to enter upon any common action with the other 
Powers. Bray, at Munich, sedmed less disinclined to 
suph a course. * fie thpught a»declaration might possibly 
be made that ^hc Government considered the oecumenical 
a^id authoritative character of tlie Council to be affected 
by the promulgation of the dogma of infalliI)iIitj*»not- 
withstanding the oppbsition of^a nlinoritj^ of the Bishops, 
as also*the legal position fissured to theJPrelates under 
tl^ Con<S3rdat», and that the dogma in question was to 
be regarded as bnd* void. Bray was anxious that 
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Auatria should join in .thss declaration. Beust, hcfw- 
evfsr, Tyould «not consent, ' as lie beOeved that «uch a 
declaration would^erely induce the Councj^l to confe to ■ 
an unanimous dehision which w^uld then be binding 
upon the Governments. ^ “An unequivocal^ attitude^ of 
any kind is noPto be expected froru Vienna. 

“if th'B Catholic Governments will nof. take the 
. initiative the question remains what course the Bishops 
themselves wjll adopt. We hold to' the principle of not 
acting directly and Acotjv own name with the Roman 
See, wjiile at the same time powerfully and steadfastly 
o supporting every elfort made by the Catholics them- 
selves, and particularly by the German Bishops to 
opcevent illegal changes.’ beiu^ made in the con.stitution of 
the Catholic Church, amT tii pxese'tve both Chu:tih and 
' Sthte- frqip a disturbance of the peace. .^Ve do noGfind 
ourselves called upon to take up a prominent attitude 
towards the Council ; but our readihess to support 
energetically every w'ell-m(!ant effort oof the Catholic 
Powers, 'w]iose duty iff i:? to'’ iptervefie ^ j'n the first 
place, V' of th(? Bishops within the- Council, remains 
unaltered.” ' c 

Evening . — I am to” refer t^ England and the way in 
^ whieb. the press is ffreated there. “ The Liberals always 
appeal to English example when they want to secure-^ 
some fite.«h liberty for the press. Such appeals, it is 
welP known, rest largely upon mistaken notions, 
would be desirable c. to examine more closely the Bill 
which has just been passed for the preservation of order 
in Ii^an(f. What would public opinion in Germany, 
and particularly*' what Voyld the petbple of Berlin say, if 
our GovernmeEt could procee<^? against any of out* demo- 
cratic journals, even against the most violent, ^ccordiftg 
to the following provisions,* and thht^ too without even* 
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a ^tate of ajinor siege ? ^ The& quote the provisions, and 
add that the Bill- \^is carried by a. large majority.”^ ■» 
March ‘^th . — The Cl^ancellor dosires thaf the 
question of ,the Council should be^ again, dealt with 
soAewhat to •the following^ effect : “The press has 
repeatedly expressed a desire to kncv^^what position 
will be taken Sy Prussia towards the poHcy of the 
majority of the Council, and several proposals have been 
made in this connection. • In our (pinion the answer to 
that quegtion is to l^c found iru the ch?y'ai3ter of Prussig. 
as a Protestant Power. * In that capacity Prussia must 
leave the initiative in tliis matter to the Catholic 
Governments who *are moro directly threatened. If 
these do *.not take action^ tJlie question remains wh»t» 
course# the Bishops* who Aorm* the minority in the 
Council win ackipt, a qaiestioi-^ which *will be^ a,nsWered 
by the immediate futnhe. If the Catholic Governments 
decide to take ifleps against the majority of the Cquncil, 
Prussia ought to join in thal)‘ action if she considers it to 
be in the interests of h’er (jatkolic subjects.. But, it is 
less the duty of Ftussia than of any other Stats to rush 
into the breach. . . . . ^ If the Bishops defend the 
constitution of their Chu, 5 ch, their (^iscopal rights, and 
peace betwe^ Church and State in a fearless* *aud ‘ 
determined protest against the encroachments of the 
Ultramontane party in the Council, it may ®hen* be 

^ o ) ^ 

^ At that time it had only been accepted^ by the Committee of the 
House of CommoTiB, — without any important amendments however, and 
ite adoption on f% third reading was assured. It is true, ^bieotions were 
raised. Gladstone very characteris^ic^dly observed that the law n^^ 
empowered the Administrotion to proceed tigaftist idoitements to tfea^n- 
able action; it was, ho^wver, nec^ssar^to provide for the l^unishment of 
attempts by the press to create a “ treasonable Btat% of mind amongst 
tttb people,^ The sole concession m?>de by the Government was tkat the 
^threatened jneasur#* aho^ild ^ot be pu^ into execution until warning 
(oiioe only) had been gi^en. 
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confidently hoped that the Prussian Government ^ill 
exi<>end to th¥:m a powerful support.’^' • * 

S’ome of the l^st sentences repeated ajjiiost litel’ally • 
the conclusion oT^ the dhcumerst brought to me by 
Abeken. , ‘ ^ ® 

March — The Count sent, down a report from 

Rome for tise in the press, ^his jeport s^ys ; “ The 
tourists who visited St. Peter’s on the 22nd instant 
were several times disturbed by a dull noise whioli rolled 
through the aft?le^s like a storm, proceeding from thealirec- 
tion ofithe Council Chamber. Those who remained a little 
donger ^a\\' individual Bishops, with anxioUs looks, 
hurriedly leave the church. There' had been a terrible 
iscene amongst the reverend fathers. . The .theme de 
errorihuSy 'Which was Idid ndlfore the Council aboi<3 three 
weeks? ago and -then returned 1x> the was 

again being discussed in an ‘sanended form. This 
discussion had now lasted fivx* or .sii (eight) days. 
Strossmayer criticised one-'^of the pawigraphs of the 
Proejnium . which charat-terised Protestarttism as the 
sdurce of all the evils which now infeeft the world in the 
forms of pantheisnr, materiali.sm, and atheism. He 
declared that this Proemium* contained historical un- 
yi uths, as the errors of our time were muGi. older than 
Protestantism. The Humanist movement, which had 
beeh irtfprudently protected by the highest authority 
(Poph Eeo X.) was in part respoasible .for them. Tine 
Proemium packed th« charity due to Protestants. (First 
uproar.). Iti,was, on the contrary, amoTlgst. Protestant* , 
that 'Christianity had found its most powerful defenders, 
such as Beibnitz and Giiizo^ w'Ko^c meditations he 
should wish tO’ see in the hands of every Chfistian. 
(Renfewed and increased uproar, while dlosed Ifists afe 
shown at the speaker, and cries dre lie|ud of ‘ Hcereticus 
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es ! * TctceOr^ L DescendasJ O^nes te condernrutrrhus ! ' 
andno\^and then ^Ego eum non condem'fto !'') •This 
Storm* also subsided, and Strossmay^er was ■able to proceed 
to another p<aint, nam^y , the question to , which the 
Bis^jops referred ii\ th^ir prote*st, that is to say, that a 
unanimous ^vote is inchspei^sable for^decisfBn>^on dygma. 
Strossmayerls remarks on this theme caused \he indig- 
nation of the majority to boil over. Cardinal Capalti 
interrupted him. Tlie assembly ra^d like a hiyrricane. * 
After a wprdy war of a quar^ey oY an' JicAr’s duration*, 
between the speaker ami the Legates, Stro&smayer 
retired, t^ree times repeating the words : ‘ Protestor 
non est concilium.' It is wprthy of note that a Consrre- 
gation, has ‘been -field to-da^*jjf ^vhicJl the Bishop crf» 
Halifax^and others are^ Understood to^ have^’expressed 
views* similar to those *of StiwssmayeV and •that no 
attempt was made to iTi*terrupt them. ^It would there- 
fore appear as if*The stown ' raised against the Bishgp of 
Bosnia were, a ^arty manoeuvre with the olyect of 
ruining the • Ihost important df the , Princes of the 
Church." • * - • 

'March SlsZ!. — Commissioned by the Chief to ‘tell 
Zitelmaun- (an official of tli« Ministry of State in charge 
of press mattfe^ that the newspaper extracts whiclrlitB“ 
office prepares for submission to the King (dhrough the 
Minister) shoulc^ be better sifted and arranged. "Those 
that are suitab^ fbr tins King *are to be gummed'on to 
separate sheets ,and detached from those th%t are not 
suitable for him.* Particularistic lies and stupidities, 
such as those from Kiel of the 25 th, anc| Cassel of*^the 
28 th, belong to thejatter ^te^ry and must not be laid 
before him. If he sees that kind of thifig printed in 
black on white he is apt to* believe it. He does *not 
know the charactetlof those papers. . • 
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I am to secure the Insertion in tlie lU-ess of” the 
fcllowing p'h.rticulars, which liave ^ference to'^a para- 
graph in a newspaper which the Ministerrdid not name 
tome. It isawoU-known feet that Howaiu^l, the English 
representative at Munich, although he'^is' married *10 a 
Prussian lrfdy^Schulenberg),^exerei8eSj in opposition to„ 
the view^ of his own' Government, a decidedly anti- 
Pril^an influence, not so much in a pro- Austrian as in 
a tiuelph sense. He was Minister at Hanover up to 
the events of. l^GG. * 

A^ptHl 1st . — The Minister*i birthday. When I was 
called 'to him^ in the evening his room was”perfumed 
with flowers presented to him. He lay on the 'sofa, 
booted and spurred, snt^^’ing a cigar, arid reading 
newspapef extracts. 'A^ter receiving my inst/uctions, 
I offered my congratulations, for which he 'thanked me, 
reaching mo his hand. “ I ho^je,” he said, “ we shall 
remain together for a very long time.’^ I replied that 
I hoped so too, that I could find no vvoi'ds to say how 
happy 1 felt to be near' him, and to l)c aide to work for 
him. “ Well,” he answered, smiling, “ it is not always 
so pleasant, but ’you mus{ hot notice every little 
thing.” < 

- ' My instructions referred to Lasker find Hoverbeck. 
They ■were as follows : — “ Just take Lippe and Lasker as 
ydur Subject for once. Lasker has, it is true, been 
takerf’ to task for one' of hi.s late.^t , utterances o by 
Bennigsen, the chief of his fraction, but it can do no 
harm to d^al with the affair once more in the press ^ — 
and^ repeatedly. He, like. Lippe, wants the Constitu- 
tion to be placed aboT’^e our national requirements, 
ies extrSmes se touchent. tiippe is the representative 
of dhe Particularistic Jufikers with the tendency*^ to 
absolutism, Lasker that of the Pafifamentary Junkers 
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with Partiaulariatic leanings. • Vincke, who was just 
such anether, succe^ed, ^th his eternal dogmati^pa, ^ 
ruining and nearly destroying a great, p^irty in a -few 
months, notwithstandkig favourable? circumstances. 
Please send t];ie» article to the' i^orddeutsche Allgemcine 
Zeii^ng ioT publicatiqn, and let it be aftltwards repro- 
duced in another 'form by ftie Literary Bureai*,” (.*. . .) 

Apni Ath. — It was well that I carried out,|..the 
Minister’3 orders at once. .On being called to hinl this^ 
morning he received me with tlijj wftrds : “»I asked you. 
recently to write q^n article on* the subject of Lipp^e and* 
Lasker. 4 Iavc you done .so?” I replice^ “Yes,* Excel- 
lency, and it has already appeared. 1 did not submit 
it to you -fis I know that ywu t^c tlic ISforddeutscfu’.^ 
daily.” % He then said; “ I had 1*0 time, as yet, I 

will k)ok it up iipmedii\C«ly.” , * , • * 

In a quai’ter of au*hour I was again sent ^r, and 
on appearing be^re him the Ministet .said^ “ I have 
now read the artk^le — it washimongst the extracts.* It 
is excellent,,* •xftctly what I *wk}hetT'.. Let it now be 
circulated and reproduced in the provincial jqpfnals.* 
In, doing so it may be Ihrthcr remarked that if Cqunt 
Bismarck were to charge La.skcr and his fraction with 
Particularisra-\-I do not mean all the ’National Libeiala.--. 
but principally* the Prussian.s, the Lasker group — the 
accusation would be well founded. Lij^pe has algo If^d 
dq^n the princf^Ie that; the Prwssiiyi Diet is indepegnient 
of the Federal*Diet.” , 

j • The Minister •then continued Here is* the Kdl- 
nische Zeitung talking of excitability. It alleges ♦hat 
I have manifested an excitability ’ which recalls *the 
period «f ‘ conflict.’* Tha#is not true. I, have merely 
repelled passionate attacks ip the same tone in which 
they were delivdtec^, laccordirfg to the usual practice in 
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Parliament. It was net Bismarck but Basket ‘and 
t^oveirbeck evbo took the initfetive.O They begvi again 
with offensive ^^sonal attacks, and I begged of them in 
a friendly way* not * to •return to that style. Ask 
whether the wriler hact 'hdt read the Report of* the 
sitting, as it a6lo wed that it was UQt Count Bismarck ^ho 
picked this quarrel. * Apart irom its pleadings on behalf* 
of the claims of Denmark, the Kohvische Zeitit^ng was 
a sensible newspaper. What, had Count Bismajrck done 
to it that it shoukk allow its correspondents to send 
such a garbled account of the<facts ? Moreover, Bennig- 
sen had. reprpnanded Lasker. They now themselves 
recognised that the touQ they adopted was wrong, as 
Lasker came to me op* Saturday to excyise hiniself." 

April •^th . — Under itisqruotions from the Mi'^i'ster I 
dictated _.tlie following p^ragrapVi to Doerr for circuiation 
through the Literary Bureau a The position of the 
Bishops vfho fotm the opposiLon in the Council does 
not '^appear to Vje satisfactory, if one, may judge from 
the attitude of the’Catholic Governments „and particu- 
larly" of the Vienna Cabinet. Probably Count Beust 
has , not yet made up his I'ninvl in this matter. He 
seems to have sent somewhat energetic remonstrances 
fo < the Ambassador in Rome, but it is pbvious that 
Count Trautmansdorf has delivered them in a very 
diluted form. According to certain newspapers the 
Austr^n Chancellor has also endeavoufed to bring about 
a common action jof the Powers, while others report 
an incident which renders it doubtful .whether any sufh^ 
attempt has been made. The French also maintain an 
attitude of exceptional prudence ^and reserve, and the 
Bishops would thus appear to stand "well nigh alone. . . . 
Tho. initiative must come f^om the Bishops thomselvee.” 

Between the 6 th and the 10th ^f April I wrote an 
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article on ‘Jlie question^ of North Schleswig from the 

Minister’s instructions. ^This attracted great attientipn 
on fts publi^tion in the • Norddei^sshe Allgefneine 
Zeitung, priqpipally on* the gfound th^ there seemed to 
be*no occasipif for its appeaiftyice at a time when the 
political horizon -was absolutely clear. ^ may possibly 
have arisen, through a Ru.^sian reminder and fipproval of 
the pretended chrims of Denmark.) The article was to . 
the following effect ; “ It is a wilful falsehood tp 

maintain, that according to tjie* ^eaee of Prague the 
population of Ncuth Schleswig has to decide thp ques*- 
tion of the frontier. Prussia alone, and no one else, is, 
authorised to do tlutt. Moreover, the Treaty of Prague 
does not '.mention North Schleswig at all, but oidy, 
refers, % quite vaguely, % t(^ flic* northern districts of 
Schleswig, •whi^jh is * .46mcthipg quite' dillerpnt. * The 
parties to the treaty-»\'erc not called upon, anti, as the 
wording selectc^by thepi proves, never intended to deal 
with any such • conception * as ‘ North Schleswig,’ and 
have not «wn* used tliTit ferm. "But the ^Dtines and , 
their friends ha’^e so long and so qiersistciitly en- 
deavoured to make *the*w^rld believe that paragrg,ph 5 
of the .treaty stipulate^ for fhc cession of North 
Schleswig, . fl^t they have eon\c to bclie’WiZ»u.it 
themselves. . 


“ The Prussians alone ha^e to decide as* to dhe 
%stent of t^oae dievtricts. • Prussia has no -rfurther 
political interest in negotiating with Denmark if the 

latter is not edntent with the ooncessions which the 

* # • 

former is prepared to mak§. ^ Finally, only Austria has 
a right to demand fliat the jnattef sh&ll be settl&d in 
any fefirm. .... If Prutsia and Austria,’’ so conclude<^l 
the MiitisterV directions, now come to an under- 
standing as to * oa^ftelling tliat para^aph of the treaty 
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—probably on the basis cf further concessions on the 
of PruttBsia — absolutely tio onO has any right to 
object/' Two * articles wQ^re to be written on •this 
subject, one for the JVordcteiitsch^ Allgcmeine Zeitung, 
in which the reference to» !A.ilstria was to ^be omitted, 
and one for Sgy^nersche Zeiliuicf^ which was .^to 

contain it.' ' e 

ApAl \2th . — The Count desires to have an ^article 
written for the Kohiische Zeitung; part of which he 
dictated to me. .It’ rai\ as follows: ‘'The Ooiistitii- 
tionnel speaks of the way in which PrQnch manners are 
being corruptee} l)y foreign elements, and in tliis con- 
nection it mentions Prineess Metternich and Madame 
Rimsky-Korsakow. If would require inore space than 
we can afford to this subjdct-^to ^show in its true lii^ht nil 
the ignorance and prejucljce exldluted by the writer of 
this article, who has probably newr left Paris. Princess 
Metternich 'would not act in Vienna she is repre- 
sentecl by the Cdnstitiitionnel to have , acted in Paris ; 
and Madame RimsKy-f\ orsakow is not a leader of 
society fn St. Petersburg. The contrary must be the 
case. ^ Paris must be responsible' if the two ladies so 
conduct themselves, and exercise such an influence as 
tJtp*.f^rench journal asserts they do. As a. matter of 
fact the idea that Paris is the home and school of good 
manners is now only to be met with in other countries, 
in old novels, and amongst elderfy peoplt in the mo§t 
remote parts of the provinces. It has long since been 
observed, and not in., European Courts^ alone, that the^ 
present generation of Frenchmen do not know how to 
behaVe themselves. Ill other circles it has also been 
remarked that the young i'renfehman does not compare 
favourably with the youth cof other nations, ‘^r with 
those few countrymen of hiS own wljp have,, far from 


r 
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Pai4s, presaged the tradjtion^ of good French society. 
Travellers who ha^ visited the country %.t loiig iir- 
tejrvsAs are agi^eed in declaring that th^ forms of. polite 
intercourse, a]^d even the conventional expressions for 
whfch the Fr^rftih language so® Jong served as a model, 
are* steadily fallmg into cjisuse. It is Wieiiefore quite 
conceivable ^that ‘the Empress Eugthiie, as if sensitive 
Spaniards been painfully afiected by the tone and 
charactei; of Parisiarr society, but it would show a lack, 
of judgm^it on her part if, as stated bp tlie C^oyistitu-* 
tionnel^ she sought for tlK^ origin of that evil* abroad. 
But we believe we are justified in directly contradicting 
that statement, as we know that the Empress has re- 
peatedly recommended yoiuf^ Gormans as models foi'* 
the yor^h of France. Tlie Pmnch show themselves to 
be a •decadent ration, *£{Ad not^least iii.* their planner?^. 
It will require generatkTns to recover the ground they 
have lost. Unff^ftunatelj", so far as inanner^ are con- 
cerned, all Europp has retrogtfided.’^ 

From tho i3th of Apiil tb foe 58th of ^liTy I did 
not see the Minislier. He was unwell’; and foi» 

Varzin on Easter Eve, It Vas said at the Ministry fhat 

his illness was of a bilious character, and was due to the 

• • 

mortification , felt at the conduit of the LasJfiBr 
fraction, together with the fact that he had spoilt his 
digestion at a dinner at Campharfsen's. * * ♦ 

^,On the 21st^of May, the Minister returned to Heflin, 
but it was not until seven days latty' that I was called 
Jo^him. He then gave me the following instructions : 

“ Brass (the Norddeutsche Allgemeiiie Zeitung) rhust 
not plead so strongly for the Arfetfian^ nor speak so 
warmly ^f the Govemmentfof l^apoleon. Jn the case of 
Austria w# have* to adopt a benevolently expectant atti- 
tude, yet the apj^iplJhieHt of Kdaezko and his connec- 
VOL, I * * D * . 
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fcion with the Smistry ift for^us a suspiciojas symptom. 
Bhe appoiiftment of Grammont tcOthe French-*Foreigii 


Ofi&ce is not eicaatly agreeable to us. T]j.e Czechs* must 
be treated ^ with ’all possible consideration ; but, on the 
other hand, we must . deal with the^Eoles as %ith 
enemies.” • ® t * * * 

I afterwards aslied'as to his health. H^'said he still 


felt weak, and would not have left Varzin if things had 
, not looked so critical in Parliament. As soon as matters 
’were once ntpr^ in oilier there, he would be again, if 
possible on an early day, in ^rder to undertake a cure 


with Karlsbad water, going to some seaside r<?teort. 


On being called to th& Count on' Whit Sunday I found 
. him highly indignant at thg statemenhof a coirrespondent 
of the Kdlnisclie Zehung*.\f\to reported that 1(\ere was 
i sdarfity of labour in»the S^ahdau eartfidge factolry. 


‘ Therefore unusual activity in‘'‘the preparation of war 
mat^erial I**’ he said. “ If I were to hat^e paid^two visits 
to the King at Ems it 'would not cause so much anxiety 
ab/pad' a,s thoughtless^-reportlj of this Tiind. Please go 
to W«hrmann*and let him ascertain at the Ministry of 
War if they are '' responsible * for that article, and if 
possible get them to insert {^correction in the Kolnische 
"^eitung or in the Norddeutsche, as it ^mast appear in 
an influential paper.” 

* A* diary entry on an undated slip of paper, but 
wrttfen in May ; “ Bohlen yesterday ^antered Bvuflier 
about hi| ‘ Easter emission,’ which appears to have been 
to Sp^n.’i • 

. * On the 8th of June .the Minister again left Berlin 
for Varzin. 

* o ® 

Immediately on the commencement of the difficulties 


with France respecting ’the election" to tBe Spaftiish 
throne of the Hereditary Fringe o^ Hohenzollem, letters 
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aiid"telegraui3 began to arrive •which were forwarded by 
Bucher tinder instri#tions* from the Chief. • Thes« con- 
sisted in part «jf short paragraphs and^luafts of ajficles, 
as well as sonae complete articles which* only required to 
be Jfetouched jirthe matter b*f style, or to have references 
inserted* with regard tp masters of fact. "Hiese directions 
accumulated^ but 'owing to the spirit and energy inspired 
by the consciousness that we were on the eve of great 
events, ajid that it was ap honour to co-operate in the, 
work, th^ were promptly dealt wMi, alrnost all being 
disposed of on thq day of their arrival. I here repro- 
duce some of these instructions, the order of the words 
and expressions in* the deciphered telegrams being 
slightly altered, while the renfbind^ are given exactly 
they fe^hed me. « * * 

July 7th^ evening telegram to iAe fron\ Varziif : 
“ The 8emi-oflS.cial orgaiJs should indicate that this does 
not seem to be tif^ proper time for a 'discui^sion of the 
succession to the,Spanish thrtine, as the' Cortes, who are 
alone entitle’^ to decide 'the* cjucstTon, have hot yet 
spoken. German Governments have always refjpected 
Spanish independence iu’sitch matteril, and will do ^ in 
future, as^they have no claim or authoi’ity to interfere 
and lay dowQ 'i^egulations for the Spaniards. Theiv*j£.n 
the non-otiieial press, great surprise should be expressed 
at the presumption of the French, who h^e di^jussed 
question vefy^ fully , in the* Chamber, speaking as if 
that assembly had a right to diappse of the Spanish 
Jblyone, and apj)*rently forgetting, that such a course 
was as offensive to Spanish national pride as it was ’con- 
ducive to the encoursrgement of Re^ublfcan tendencies. 
This may be safely ’constriJbd into a further proof of the 
&l#e dire<lfcion- which the perjwnal r^ime is taking. • It 
would appear as 1£ Empefor, who hps instigated this 
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action, wanted to see the outbreak of a new wcfr of 

o O 

sciccession.’* * 4) • • 

A letter fcori^ Bucher,, which was hajaded to me oh 
the evening of the 8th cff further developed the 

idea contained in the last 'sentence oi fhe foregoing 
telegram. • ^is letter ran : “ Previous to 1,868 

Eugenie t/as pleased to play the part of an obedient 
subject to Isabella, and since the September resolution 
,that of a gracious protectress. She unquestionably 
Arranged the _ faiMae of the a])dication, and now, in her 
rage,, sire incites her consort and th.o Ministers. As a 
member of a Spanish party she would sacrifice the peace 
and welfare of Europe to the intrigues and aspirations 
,©f a corrupt dynasty 

“ Please see that thi^tfiem.e, a new war of succession 
ih the nineteenth centu];}q i.s thoroughly threshed out in 
the press. The subject is inviting, especially in the 
hands of a correspondent disposed to draw historical 
parallels, and 'more particularly parpllels ex averso. 
Have til e^ French not Jiad experience eiuough of Spain 
'W/ith .TiOuis'XiV. and Napoleon, and with the Due d’An- 
gouleme’s campaign for the execution of the decrees of 
the Verona Congress'^ Havg they not excited .sufficient 
hc'tred by all those wars and by the Spajiish marriage 
of 1846 ? 

“ Bring' personal influence to bear as far as possible 
on' the editors who have been iptimidarpd by the Sf^Qck 
Exchange, represejiting to them that if the German 
press take^ up a timid and hesitating ai^,titude in presence, 
of the rhodomontades of t^e^French,the latter will become 
more insolent and 'put forward intolerable demands 
in other questions affecting Germany still morc^ closely. 
A oool and determined attitude, with a touch of contempt 
for those excite^, gentlemen who Wbuld like to slaughter 
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som§body, fey^t do not e^actl^ know whom, would be 

the mos# fitting medHis for’putting an end to •this upro*: 

and preventing serious complications.” • • . ’ 

Bucher ad^ed : “ Pfotestant.s were ‘still gent to the 
galleys under.tfte ^^anish Govt^rnment which was over- 
thrc^wn in 1868.” * . ^ ^ 

Another communication of BucSer’s from'Varzin of 
the same date runs : “ The precedents furnished by 

Louis Philippe’s refu.'?al of 4;he Belgian throne on behalf, 
of the Diiy de Nemours in 1831, dn* the^grf)und that it 
would create uneasiness, • an<\ by l^ie protest which 
England Would have entered again.st the raarriage* of the 
Due de Montpensier to the ^sister of Queen Isabella, arc 
neither of them . very apy^Tc^iblc, as the Prince of. 
Hohenz^lern is not a son d^fviilg A\^illiam,*but only 
a remote coilnec^ion, a.ntl Spain does n'ot bori^cr* oh 
Prussia.” •* 

The following was third subject received from 
Varzin on the same day : Is Spain to inquire sub- 

missively at the Tuileries \vhel.h^‘ tlfe King \yhbm^she 
desires to take is cotisidcrcd satisfactory ? ^Is the S]»anish^ 
thi;one a French dependertby ? It has already been stated 
in the Pryssian speech fr(jm the throne that our sole 
desire in connection with the events in Spain was that 
the Spanish people should arrive at an independent 
decision for the maintenance of tlieir own prosperity anal 
po)^iier. In Fra^n, whe^e on otTher occasions so mifT^S is 
said of national independence, thn attempt of the 
§p^nish peopl^ to flecide for themselres has inymec^iately 
revived the old diplomatic traditions which led to'the 
Spanish war of succession 160 j^ears ago/’* 

On the same day, the sfti of July, a telegram was also 
rec^ved frtim th^ Chancellor -by the Secretary of State, 
and it W6ts handed *to me for my information. It was to 
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the following effect : “ T hav^ now before me in* the 
(ifespatch of Count Solms the officifi text of th# Due de 
Grammont’s speech, and I ffnd his language more brtisque 
and presupiptuoqs than I had anticipated. I am in 
doubt whether that is du^ to stupidi^ o^ the result^of a 
decision talceiP beforehand, f he probability of the latte^ 
alternative seems to be confirmed by the ijoisy demon- 
strations which will most likely rendey it impossible for 
them to draw back. I am reluctant to protest officially 
against Gr<tmiji’on^.s* speech on iyiternation^l grounds, 
but out press shquld attack* it very- severely, and this 
should be done in as many newspapers as pos'sible.” 

July 9th. — A telegram :^rom Bucher to the Secretary 
of State, saying^ that th^^jiirection t© the press to deal 
with Gralnmont’s sp^echm v^ry strong langufl^e is not 
to apply to the N^orddeiutsche^Al,lgemmne*Zeitu7iy. 

Another telegram of the same date to Thile, which 
he ^rought to me ; “ Any "one intending to gummon a 
Congress to deal with a. ’debatable question ought not 
fir^'^^to* threaten a warlike solution in'etfse the opposite 
'party»should not agree to his wished.” 

• Further, the Secretary of 'State handed me a tele- 
gram from Berlin to the Chancellor, which was returned 
by the latter with comments. I w|,s ‘to get these 
circulated in the non-official journals. The telegram 
•v^^as tb the effect that tlrammont had stated, in reply to 
an*iftterpellation by Codhery, that Pnii?^ had offered <the 
Spanish ^hrone to the Hereditary Prince of Hohenzollem, 
(Remark •, “ He can do nothing of tlte kind. Onlycthe 
Cortes,”) and that the Prinpe had accepted it. (Remark : 
“ fie will only declai;^ ffimseff .after he has been 
elected.”) The Spanish people has not yet, liowever, 
.ej^pressed its wishes. (Remark : “ TTiat i? the itiain 
ppint.”) The French Qovemtnent do .not recognise the 
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negotiations in question. (Remark : There are no 

negotiations except^ig tltose between Spain an^ t^^e 
eventual cami^ates for the throne.”) fri;fimmont there- 
fore- begged ^hat the discua^on ‘might be postponed, 
as •it was QU»poseless fot' the moment. (Remark ; 

“ \^ry.’^) The French (government wHuld maintain 
the neutral* attitude which they hacf observed* up lo the 
present, but would not permit a foreign Power to place 
a Prince upon the* Spa^iish throne, (“ Hardly any^ 
power ef^tertains such an interrtJbn,- ex«ept ‘perhaps 
France,”) and endanger • th^ honour ' and dignity of* 
France. "They trusted to the wisdom of the Germans, , 
(Remark : “ Has nothing to Ro with it,”) and to the 

friendship *pf the . Spanish *pecq:>le. (Remark: “ That , 
the m^n point.”) Shoidc^^ffeydie deceived in their 
hopes they wou^d do'tkeir dqty without hesjtatien t)r 
weakness. (Remark "We also.”) 

Bucher .sent»f^e a ^whole packet * of sketches for 
articles : — , ’ ’ * 

1. “If ^paiti records h6r ^leciSion to establish 
government which* shall be peaceful, and *toler^£^*- i» 
rejigious matters, ahd wMch may be expected tp be 
friendly ^o Germany, who^is also devoted to peace, can 
it be in our, in^terest to prevent the 'execution of that 
resolve, and for that purpose to take measures of 
doubtful legality ? Shall we, because of 'a thseat .of 
wjij’ made in^prsuit, of ai> arbitrary and djinastic 
object, take steps to frustrate ^ reorganisation of 
(Spanish affairs ‘advantageous to (Germany ? * Is it not 
rather an act of insolent presumption on the part of 
France to address such a demarid to Germany ? 'Ob- 
viously* France laeks eitHhr tte courage or the means 
to* enforOfe her *view8 at Madrid ; and it appears ^om 
Grammont’s speech * of . 4th of ^uly that in her 
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ahger at what nas happened in Spain she is prepared 
t(^thrpw h.e»self upon Germaify in 0 blind fit rage. 
That' speech is,to,a certain,extent a declination of* war. 
against the person of th% Prince of Hohenzollern, in 
case he should decide to a^cejtt the ofier •:?, the Spauish 
people. FuaniC demands tha^t Prussia shall undertake 
the office of policerdan, in case a Getman Prince who 
, has attained his majority shows a disposition to meet 
pie wi.shes of the Spaniard;^. For a North. German 
Government to intefforc with a citizen who should wish 
Tx) exerciee his right to emigrato and ado|)t the Spanish 
, nationality woyld raise a very questionable pokit of law 
from a constitutional st^^andpoint. • Even if such a 
, ppwer existed, the dignity'’ of Germapy woujd demand 
that it sliould only be^ tipplifd in her own p terests. 
The calm. cbnsidfcVation of those, interests isp not in the 
least affected by the warlike threats of a neighbouring 
State, wlitch, ihstead of arguments;* appeals to its 
400, dOO soldiers: If France lays clainp in this manner 
^o the guardianship o£ ildjoining natioBs, the main- 
tonance of fieace can for the latter be only a question 
of t\me, which may be decided af any moment. On 
Grammont’s appointnlent to the French Foreign Office 
it .w'as feared in many quarters that the, choice by the 
Emperor Napoleon of a statesman who was only re- 
markable fol his personal impetuosity and his hostility 
to Germany indicated a» desire to sgdhre for him§glf 
greater liberty in breaking the peace. Unfortunately 
the haugBty and aggressive tone of the Duke's speech 
is nbt 'calculated to remove the apprehensions enter- 
tained at that time'. ‘He is not a minister of peace, but 
rather the instrument of h personal policy* which 
shrinks from no responsibility. In itself th« question 
as to who is to be the lul^^r. of Spain is not one for 
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wMch Germany would ^go to war. ^ut’ tile French 
demanil that the-G^rman^ Government, in ^pposiiion^to 
its cfwn inter^ts, should put artificial difficulties iti the 
way of the ^aniards manifests a di^th of self-conceit 
wHich scarcely any goveAiment amongst the indepen- 
dejit States of Sfurape c^uld submit tl^ a^ the present 
day. We* geek no quarrel, but 4f any one tfies to force 
one upon us he ^ill find us ready to go through with it 
to the liitter end.’' * . ^ 

2. In, another article (there Wfus top much material 
to be disposed of in ona) tfie folloTving considerations 
were to be developed. This was not to Ido communicated i 
to the official Orleans, but •either to the Kolnische 
Zeitung ot the Spenei'scli^ 'Zeitung , while it was to 
given a curtailed fonm to Idjfhn’s Literal Bureau. 
“ If the caifdid^turc of<Alphonso had up to the present 
any prospect of succob^j in Spain, it would have been 
most prej udiciidly affeejsed l>y the foolish uproar raised 
in France, whk;h stamped ' it with a French official 
character. . iSld worse Service •coufd be dcyi5 tc^thai* 
Prince than to represent him as a Fi'encli catkiidute. 
l^ontpensier had trlrca^j^ suffered bnder the reproach 
that he ^as a Frenchman^ The/Bourbons had formerly 
been imposex.!^ upon the Spaniard.?, and had prefved 
themselves no ble.ssing. The manner in which the 
succession to the throne is now discussbd in» France 


V^)uld offend^ a. nation ev^n less proud than* the 
Spaniards.” . 

• 3. “ Betwee<ti the years 1866* and 18^8, and par- 

ticularly before the fall of Isabella, France schemed a 
great deal against Germany with ’Austria, Italy, and also 
with, Spain. Those intrigues were set at nought by the 
Revolutten of* September, . to which Count Bisnaarck 

referred when he said at- that time iji Parliament that 

• • 
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tbe danger of war, which Hhd bgen very imipinent, Ifad 
beCh dispell^ by an unforeseen e'^nt. So l*ig as 
France • maintains her warlike intenti^^ns towards * 
Germany, she will* ^esire to see 6n the Spanish throne 
a dynasty favourable to 1:hose scheme^ possibly fin 
Ultran^ontaife (ftie, as in case 4 >f aa attack on Germany 
it would nJake a diferCnce of about 50, 0(^6 men to 
•France whether she had a benevolen^ or at Least a 
neutral neighbour on the other side' of the Pyrenees or 
cjjne whose attttu(^e mi;^t be suspected. It is true that 
France, hks nothing, to fear dfrectly fr^m Spain if the 
•French, Vho for ‘the past eighty years have been finable to 
make up their own mii\ds, and^who cannot govern them- 
selves, would give^ up the'^ttempt to ‘play tire part of 
tutor to other nations.* the period 1848-;^50 in 

France compared with that bf 1868f>1870 in Spain, 
and the comparison will not be to* the advantage of the 
natior^ qui marche d la tSte d'e la civilisdtioTu 

4. “ England is accustomed to look upon the 
■~? 2 nyjsula a dependetcy of 'her own,' aSad doubtless 

bSiteV^that her influence can be mote easily made to 
prevail in a state of insecurity chan under the rule of a 
powerful dynasty.. It is not wise of the English, to recall 
certain incidents of Spanish history, a cquree in which 
they are followed by the French newspapers. The 
Spfinislf version of the bistory of the wars against the 
Firsif Napoleon is very different t© the Ei|glish one. In 
Buen Betifo every traveller is shown the site of a once 
prosperqus porcelain manufactory, which w§^s needlessly ^ 
burned to the ground by the British allies of Spain.” 

5. Still ano^er subject. “ Very,, pleased with the 
article in the Spenersche Zeitung (this wsia addressed to 
me).** Please again call attention in a solnCwhrft simil&r 
manner to the impetuosity of Gr&mmorft therein referred 
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to* Wh^ is the real aground for all this alarm ? A 
paragfhph in the ^^gence Havas to the effect l^at^he 
affjfix had h«en settled without the Coticurrenoe of the 
Cortes. It ^ probable- that the !^rench. Govemruent 
i^elf had thiS paragraph ins&rted, and it was, moreover, 
concocted in corhplete igrjorance of the Radish Cpnstitu- 
tion and of the laws governing the election of a King. 
This, <which wa,f the only new feature, was a barefaceth 
invention. It had' already been mentioned i^n all the 
papers that Prim’s , speech ol" the 11th, of June referre^d 
to the Prince of- Hohen:?ollern, and, that had caused no 
excitemTent in France. Is the present •agitation then a 
cmcp monte ? Does the l^reftch Government insist upon 
a ‘ row ’ Has’ Louis N£,i56leon chosen Grammonfr 4 h 
orde^o pick a quarrel -^^ith* us ? ‘ At any ra^e he has been, 
unskilful iii his treatment of this question. The general 
moral to be drawn its often as possible is : the French 
Government i5, after all, not quite so shrewd as^people 
believe. The*»French have^ succeeded in many things 
with the assistance of S00,0(X) .soldiers, aucT oy^g«^ 
that success they* are regarded as immensely clttVUf. ‘‘“Is 
.that really so ? CircunJstances show that it is noh” 

July* lO^/i, enenmr/.-^-Received a, further series of 
sketches and Rrafts for articles from Bucher, who acts as 
the mouthpiece of the Chancellor’s views and intentions. 

1. For the Sjyeiiersche or Kolnische Those 

•foreign Pow<1^'s»that are not ’concerned in the diffidences 
respecting the Spanish throne are as desiroug to maintain 
•peace as Germany herself. Their influemie vill, how- 
ever, be neutralised by Grammont’s ill-considered threats. 
Should the Genpan Go^empaents consider the security 
of oflr frontier to be seriously threatened, they would 
hcarcel^ co'nle to a decision without con'^oking 
Parliament.” 
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2. “ The French are rftnnii^ amuck lilie a MaTay 
wk^) ha^ got Into a rage and rushes Ohrough the streets 
dagger in hand,*foeming at* the mouth, stubbing et^ery ■ 
one who happens lo cross his path. If France is mad 
enougli to regard Germany* as a fit object lOr a vicariofhs 
whipping, nathfhg wfill restraki hei^ and the result wll 
be that she^wdll herself receive a personal castigation.’' 

3. “ The semi-official journals in Pa<^is pretemi that 

aJ:tention has been attracted cthere^ by the numerous 
cjpher despatches exchanged betw^een Beylin and 
Madrid^ ^nd that fhey have*" been clever enough to 
decipher* them. • We do not know whether many de- 
spatches have passed between the two capitals mentioned, 
biit we remember a communication \vhich was made to 
Parliament ^some time ago hf^ Count Bismarck, ac(\^vTding 
to ‘which cthe cipher system of kmr Foreign Office is 
based on a vocabulary of about "l0,000 words, each one 
of wdaich is represented by a group of figures. arbitrarily 
c^iosen. It is impossible to. ' decipher’ such a system in 
thi? wg.y as those bfised on an altered 'alphabet and 

othor oid methods. In order to read such a despatch, it 
is essential to have the vocabulaly. iDoes the cleverness 
on which the Parisians prieje themselves consist in 
having stolen the key to ovir ciphers ? Tins would be 
in contradiction with the original statement that the 
Prince oif Hofienzollern’s candidature first became known 
through a communication from Prim. If w^ould, there^ 
fore, appear that the official press wants to clear the 
Governraenf of the reproach of incapacity by a subc 
sequent invention, acting qn the maxim that it is 
better to be taken for a rogue than f^k” 

4. ‘‘ According to a private telegram from Paris to 
the Serliner Boersen Zeitung, our Ambassador there, 
together with the second Secretary of Embassy, left for 
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EAs on receipt of a Note delivered tonim iininediately 

after ^he Cabinet#Council at Saint Cloud. Wye h^ve 

made inquiri^ in the proper quarterns* to the ac<^uracy 

of this repo:^^, and have, received the* following answer : 

Nbte deliv^^. ‘Not shadow ol truth. Werther's 

jojirney was decided* upoi^ and announ(51d in Paris long 

before the ^agitation began.' ” • ^ 

5. , “ As wa^ already known. Prim intended this. 

year, as on previous oCgCasions, to visit Vichy. Th^s 

would have led to a meetiim bc^^^een hknselt and the 
• • ^ ^ ^ 
Emperor Napoleon and discussion^ of the succession to 

the Spanish throne. It is also reported that the Prince, 
of Hohenzollern was not indu>pospd to try confidentially 
to bring *^bout .an unde^sCanding with the Emperyiy:, 
All t]|^ has been render^?! impossible by ‘the abrupt 
tone of the P^uc de *Grrammont. As Prim^s^ visit* to 
Vichy has long since been announced in the newspapers, 
and the near r^lationslyp as well as tlie personal friend- 
ship which hitherto existed between the Prince of 
Hohenzollern ahd the Efnperoik ren*dered botlr mee^ii ^s^ 
probable, it is bnrd to avoid the su^icion tliJAi^i'^ffoe 
Erench Government, dfe^nling insuAnountable doipestic 
difficulties, desires to inl^ame French vanity in favour 
of a war, wliiph would at the stiiiii time promote 'the 
dynastic views of the Empress Eug4nie.'’ 

Jidy — Received from’ Secretary* Wolknanji a 

note from Buyh^r in Varzin »which is intended .for me. 
It has been sent to the Secretary of State, in order that 
l^e should say^^hethcr there is •any obj^tion to its 
being used in the press. ^ .He has no objection, and 
so it goes to the ticwspapers. * It runs as follows : 

‘‘ The^/m 2 >arcAiZ publisfies a letter from Paris to the 
effect thlit the furious article in the Constitutuinnel 
reproaching Prince HohefizoUern \^ith his relation- 
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ship to Murat, nas beerp revised by the* Empeft’or 
higiselj^.” . o 

In the ev^big the Minister retui;ped. He is 
dressed in plain ctethes* and looks^ very well. 

July \^th . — Called early^ to the CMef. I am to 
wait until aiSt^f&ement appear^ in th^ pw'ess to the efl§ct 
that the r^nunciatioh of Prince Hohenzollefn was in 
. consequence of pressure from Ems, and then to contra- 
dict it. In the meantime (sakh the Minister) the 
NorddeiltscJi^ should only say that the Prince's present 
5.ecision has not been altogether unexpected. When 
he accepted the., throne which had been offered to him 
he had obviously not foreseen that his decision would 
^ occasion so much excitement in Paris. For .more than 
thirty yeais past the* l*esk relations existed hiitween 
Nrtpoleon^ahd thCHohenzollcrn SCimily ^Prince Leopold 
could not, therefore, have apprehended any antipathy 
to his candfdaturb on the part of the Emperor. As his 
candidature suddenly became known after the Cortes 
.had^ been adjourned tiU November, it mjty well have 
be on nssumed that there would be time enough in the 
interval to sound the Emperor as to his views. Now 
that this assumption (here the Chancellor began to 
speak more slowly as if he were dictating), which, up 
to the acceptance of the Crown by the Prince, was still 
quite lfgitim%.te, had pfoved to be partly erroneous, it 
was 'Scarcely probable that the -Prince ^would, on hhs 
own responsibility, be disposed to cope single handed 
with the sfqrm which his decision had raised, and might 
yet rkise, in \dew of the apprehensions of war of the 
whole Europeafl world, and the mfluence brought to 
bear upon him from London and Brussels. Even a 
portion of the responsibility of involving Irtie great 
European nations., not only* in one Var, but possibly in 

r ' ' 
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a ^ries of* wars, would weigli very heavily upon a man 
who CQiuld not claiii^ to liave assumed it as part, of ^e 
duty of the ^oyal office whk^h he had already accepted. 
That was mo^e than could whll be expected of a Prince 
who only gc^upied a position. It was the 

offensive tone *51 .Grai^mont that ^;4one prevented 
Prussia frOm exercising her influence with th'e Prince. 

Thp follo\vii^ is to be published in other papers : . 

It capnot be denied ,that a Spanish Government 
disposed' J:o promote the cause of peace mid to abstain 
from conspiring wfith Fi\^nce would be of considerable 
value to us. But if, some fourteen . days ago, tlie , 
Emperor Napoleon had addre^sed^ himself confidentially 
to Berlin;, or indicated thaU the affair was attracting, 
attent^n, Prussia, inste^^uT^of ' ^tdopting an ’ indifferent 
attitude, woul(| have W-operated in 'pacilyip^ public 
opinion in Paris. The situation has been entirely 
altered through the aggressive tone* of Grammont’s 
speech, and th^ direct demands addressed to the 'King, 
who is staying in privacy at^E^is fdr the benrrfit cff 
health, unaccomjMinied by a single •Mihistciv_^,*iijB 
Majesty rightly declin’^.^iTto accede* to these demands. 
That incident has created so ' much indignation in 
Germany, tpat many jieople feel dis;Tppoiiited at Prhice 
Leopokbs renunciation. At any rate, the confidence in 
the peaceful intentions of Francb has been thojroughly 
^aken that iy^ill tal^c a considerable time to>ro6tore 
it. If commerce and trade have ,becn injured by the 
evidence whicl^ has shown us wlmt a den^bf brigands 
we have to deal with in France, the people of that 
country must fasten* the responsibility 'on the personal 
rSgime under which they^at present live.’' 

The •Minister also desires it to be incidei^tally 
remarked in the ifon -official press tp^t of the South 
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tl?« most salpisfactory declarations inf.this alFair, vchile on 
the Other hand that of Stuttgart had expressed itself 
evasively. ^ ^ » 

Finally, I am to comsauiiicate to orte of the locixl 
papers that# C^nt Bismarck^ has ]jeei> sent for to Elms 
to consult ^ith the King as to summoning Parliament. 
Breaking off a cure which he was jkUndergoi^ig, the 
phancellor has remained in JBerlin in order t'O await 
there the further' instructions of his Majesty, or 
ultimaj;ely to return to Varziuf The Count then added : 
“ Later ‘on I wiJ.1 call for you several times, as* there is 
something more to bo prepared for the Norddeutsche. 
,yie shall now be shortly interrupted.” The Crown 
Prince arrived five minutes', afterwards and hachvi long 
interview^ with tlie Minister. \ - 


July \Ath . — Our newspapers to call attention to the 
loyal attitiide of Wurtembcrg, “ which ^ in consequence 
of a misunderstanding has been repre^iented in some 
j^^rnals evasive.” j. •- , 

Ibih . — I am to send the following dementi to 
Wolfis Telegraphic Agency fop, circulation : “ The news 
published by the Spenersche Zeitung respecting the 
opening of Parliament is not quite accurate. It was 
proposed a week ago by the Chancellor while in Varzin 
that it tshould be convoked as soon as the Government 
Bills' ^vrere ready for submission to i^. o His Majesf^ 
shares this view, and the Federal Council has accordingly 
been sumnqpned for .to-morrow, Saturday, morning to 
consider those measures.” 

Ih the evening the 'Chancellor dictated an article for 
the Kreuzzeitung on the confusion by the ^public 
between personal and priVafe proceedings ■ of the King 
and his ofl&cial aqts. It ran as follows : “It appears 
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froifl the Mezaredo pamp]jLlet that the Hereditary Prince 

of Hohenzollern informed the King at Eras of Ms 
acceptance of the offer of the* Spanish •throne, pcoKably 
towards the ^nd of Jime^ His Majc?sty was then at 
Enft for the piApose of takfng*the waters, and certainly 
not. with the intention of qpirrying on buSneSs of State, 
as none of T^is IVfinisters had been summon(fd thither. 
As a matter of f|.ct, only so much has become public 
respecting the King^s reply to the communication of# 
the Hereciitary Prince (it was in *tlTe fgriA of a letter ^ 
written in his Majesty's o^/n hand) that the Sovereign 
was not pleased at the news, although lie did not feel 
called upon to offer any oppositionc In the whole affair 
no State itcbion any has been taken. This* 

constit^ional aspect of the situation does not*appear to 
harve been pfop<^ly apj^l’eciated up to • the present m 
public discussions of tire question. The position of the 
King in his privtite correspondence was confounded witli 
his position as ]^ad of the ^tatc, and it was forgotten 
that in the latter capacity * acebriing £0 t^ie Coij^ituti > ij» f 
the co-operation of* the Ministry is necessary tO' edn^ 
8tij:ute a State action. rtnsis only the French Caliinet 
that appears to have thoroughly realisec^ this distinction, 
inasmuch as it brought the whole force of its diplomacy 
to bear upon the person of the Sovereign, who was 
staying at a watering-phice for tlie sake of* his health, 
an^ whose priv^ta life was not protected by the^ft^al 
etiquette, in order to force him under official pressure 
jn^ private ne^tiations which might aft^waj’ds be 
represented as arrangements^with the Government.'^ 

July 19th , — Abouf an hoiy’ after Hie opening of 
Parliament in the Royal ]?alace (1.45 p.m.) Le Sourd, 
the French Charg6 d'Affai»es, delivered Napolecm's 
declaration of war at \h.e •F oreign Office 
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A GOOD OLD PRUSSIAN IVORZy^^ [July ig, i8^ 
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Towards 5 o’clock in fhe evening I wg-s calle<f to 

th# Minister^ who was in his gardeft.- After sArching 
for him- for some time I saw him coming* through* one* 
of , the long. shady ^alleys to ^e* left which led to the 
entrance in the Koniggrittzer Strasse. *He was bran- 
dishing a bi^ suck. His figitre stood * out against the ^ 
yellow eve*ning suu^aine like a picture pointed on a 
gold ground. He stopped in his wallj as I came up to 
Jaim, and said ; “ I wish you ‘to wfite something in the 
J^^reuzzeitung^ .against ‘the Hanoverjan nobles. ^ It must 
come from the provinces, frbm a nobleman living in 
the country, an Old Prussian — very blunt, sorhewhat in 
this style : It is reported <that certain Hanoverian nobles 
•have endeavoured to find'jtijpts and spies in>'the North 
Sea for Ffe^nch men-of-waA The arrests mad^^^ithin 
tlie las'll few days with the assistance *of 'the military 
authorities are understood to fee connected with this 
affair. The conduct of those Hanoverians is infamous, 
and I certainly express,. the sentiments of all my 
•asighboui^ whe.n T pufr* the following ’qfleetions to the 
*B^th/erian nobles who sympathise ^ith those traitors. 
Have they any doubt, I woulPask them, that a man. of 
honour could not now regard* such men as entitled to 
demand honourable satisfaction by arms whether their 
unpatriotic action was or was not undertaken at the 
bidding of Sang George ? Do , they not, as a matter of 
coiftSe, consider that an affair cf honeiA' with them* is 
altogether out of the question, and should one of them 
be impudent enough to propose sucIT' a. thing, woiflt^, 
thej^ not have him turned out of the house by the 
servants or eject liim jgg'oprim rfuinu after having, of 
course, put on a pair of gloves to handle hirft with ? 
Ar« they not convinced that such inis<?Want^ can oidy 
be properly described by Ihe ^oo^ ol^ Prussian 
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Hwi^dsiyott •(^urvy, infaijious* rogues), and that their 
treason ^as branded^ their posterity to th^ third, arfd 
fourtB generations with indelible disgrace ? I beg them 
to answer theae questions.” ^ . 

^vening.-^tiy an article* in *the Lihert4 of the 18th 
jnstant, that papbr reminis Italy that ^h^ owes her 
bberation t(X France, and that in 1866 it w&s France 
who brought aboi^t the Italian alliance with the Berlin 
Cabinet. It then mafntaine that, in view of the serious- , 
ness of approaching eyents, Victor Emmapu^l, with truly ^ 
chivalrous sentiment, has dot for a moment hesitated to 
assure the French of his unconditional support. * With 
reference to this article our papers should observe : “ Up 
to the pr^ent the Fren<4> have played the part o^. 
maste^^to the whole world, abd l^lgiuin, Spaih, and the 
King of Prussia* have turn experienced they: Arro- 
gance. Their behavioiA was somewhat ^like that of the 
Sultan towards his Khedive, it was a kind of meg^alo- 
mania based pp<an the bayonet. Their presumption is 
now beginning to waver, so thej» court tho asqjatance,*a£«» 
those good friends ‘whom J^hey pretend to Lave piarfedT 
under obligations to therfTni’ • 

The Minister 8ub.sequei*tly dictated .the following, to 
be worked up for the German newspapers outside Berlin, 
such as the Kolnische Zeitung, and for the English and 
Belgium journals : “According to confidential commuifi- 
cdtions from l6yal Hanoveriah circles, amongst •bflier 
decisive factors which led the French to the declaration 
•oftwar, were the reports sent to Pafis by Colonel^toflfel, 
the Military Plenijwtentiary in Berlin. StofiTel’s infor- 
mation was, it appeare, legs a<yurate than abundant, as 
none of those who supplied him with it being prepared 
to forego %he pa'ymeigts they "received from him merely 
because they notifing *to say, gbhey occasionally 
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invented the news of whihh tlj^ey warranted the corfect- 
obss. 1 The'Plenipotentiary had, it iisaid, been fhformed 
that the arming «£ the Prnssian infantry, hoth as regards 
rifles and .ammunition, was ^ at present gundergoing a 
thorough transformation, iind that Consequently a 
moment s^) fllvourable as ihe present for attacking 
Prussia wbuld hardly occur again, inasmuch as on the 
completion of this change the Prussian^armaments would 
, have been unassailable.” ^ 

2. “ It n'ow^ appeitrs to be beyond all douUt that the 
Frengh Governmeijt was awale of the candidature of the 
Prince of Hohenzollern for months past, that they 
carefully promoted it ami foolishly imagined it would 
< .serve as a means of isohit^ng Prussia and creating a 
division ih Germany.'* Nd trustworthy inform^^tOn has 
been rec^iivcd as yet as to whether anddioW far Marshal 
Prim had prepared the way for -this intrigue, in agree- 
ment with* the temperor Napoleon. Btt doubtless that 
point will ultimately be,, cleared up l^v history. The 
..•jm^clen disappearance of. Spain from the pblitical field as 
'•trtTtfir-as the diflercnces between France and Prussia broke 
out gives matter for reflectiojrand suspicion. It cannot 
but 1)6 regarded as strange tljat after the zeal ^hown by 
the Spanish Government in the matter of the Hohen- 
zollern candidature had been raised to boiling point it 
should hav^ suddenly’ fallen below zero, and that the 
relAGons of Marshal Prim to th© FrenehVCabinet should 


now appear to be of the most friendly character, while 
the Spaniards seem- no longer to feef^ny irritation .at^ 
the interference of Francg their internal affairs.” 

“S. “ Rumours were circulated ‘ this afternoon to the 

^ The loyal Hanoverian circles did not tell the truth in thL matter. 
Stoflel’s reports were, on the whol^ good, and he hlniself #ae a man of 
respectable character. 



pK[y2T, i 87 o] ^^SCrGGBST/OA/ jFOJ^ GARIff^LDI 


. 53 


effecit that tige former Frgnch Military Plenipotentiary, 
Baron Stoffel, had b§en insulted in the street? On closer 
kiquify it was^ ascertained that some •individuals who 
knew Stoffel ^followed him in the street, and on his 
rea^ing^ his h5use^ struck \he* door with their sticks, 
yhe police interv^ed •energetically on the^firlt repprt of 
this matter ^d have taken mea^Aires to prevent a repe- 
tition of such con|luct and to provide that Baron Stoffel 
shall not be interfered with *011 his departure this ey^ening. * 
Excesses ©f this description aj:c, howeveij, highly repre- . 
hensible, even when they 'are confirmed to words. • The 
former representatives of France are under the protection 
of international law and of J:he •honour of Germany until 
they have crossed the frouli/Br."*' ^ ^ • • 

— Keudejl aske^ me this njiorning if I knew 
Rasch, tne journiilist, aqd if I could say where Jic *was 
now to be found, in Betlin or elsewhere^ I replied that 
I had seen hinTin Schleswig in 18G4, afterwards^at a 
table d'hote yt^gthe Hotel Weissl>er^, in the Dessauer 
Strasse, where* he lodged at tlr^ end of F(^lg:uary. 
knew nothing mord ybout Jiim, but had heard that he ^ 
was extremely conceited, a;l«iost to ^ the point of madness 
— a politiaal visionary who^dcsired to convert tlic whole 
world to republicanism. I was not aware of his where- 
abouts in Berlin, but would make inquiries at Weissberg's. 
Keudell told me to hunt him up and ask him whether 
he^ would go todharibaldi and ilrge him to undert€rti€?an 
expedition against Rome, at the same* time cariying him 
#n^ney from u^. ^ pointed out that Rasch was perhaps 
too vain to keep his own counsel. Keudell consoled 
himself with the idea' that he ^would doubtless prove a 
good fAtriot. I declined to treat with Rasch in the 
matter, as^ coultt not speak to him in my own name but 
in that of the Forfeign Office, and that* could be better 
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done by some ofl&cial of *1iigl^r rank, who, would ifiake 
a®greater iltipression upon Rasch. (^^Keudell seft^med to 
recognise tbe justice of this view, I mad<* inquiries and' 
was able to report on tlie same Evening tiat Rasch was 
staying at Weissberg’s. * ^ ^ “ 

C^Ued lo file Minister iii> the overling. He showec^ 
me an extract from th.€ National Zeitung, and observed: 
“They say here that the English woikld not allow the 
French^ to attack Belgium, r Well and good, but how 
does that help, the ^elgiai^^s if the„protection .comes too 
late ?c If Germany were once defeated (which God 
forbid 1) the English would not be able to assist the 
Belgians in the leaSt, but plight, on the contrary, be 
•thankful if they ^themseHes.jT'^'.niained' safe in London.” 

I am further to call attention to the “ mtbther in 
which .France is begging for -help oi> all sides — that 
great warlike nation which mak(ls so much parade of its 
victories, representing them' as having always been won 
solely by the force of its own arms. They go begging 
thatcexpression) t* Italy, to Denniafk, to Sweden, 
*an'd' above all to the German Swtes, to whom they 
promise the same brilliant. cviestiny which they have 
already prepared for Italy — ipolitical independence and 
financial ruin.” . • 

Called up to the ^Minister again later. I am to 
Secure the insertion of the foUowirfg in the non-ofiicial 
GeYtrtan papers and in the Belgian and' English press : 
“ The Epglish Government observe their neutrality in 
connection with the war that has now"' broken out in ^ 
liberal and conscientious spirit. They impartially 
pennit both sides to purchase hoises and munitions of 
war in England. It is unfortunate, howevlir, that 
FKince edone can avail hereelf of this KberaHty, as will 
appear from a glance at tlie g^graphic^ position of the 
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two*'eountrie8 and from the superiority of the "French at 
sea. Tllen quote- ’4hat feeffter (the book ^uet be in 
the library) h^js to say on this kind oS. neutrality/ and 
observe that tbe English jjirists describe it more tersely 
as *fraudulenjb%ieutrality.’ 

* July 2Zrd . — *Oalted tt) the Minist^ •five times 
to-day. Tl\p press should urge the prosecfution and 
seizure, of Rothiin, an AJsacian who speaks German, 
hitherto French Charge ji’ Affaires at Hamburg, who^ 
has beerC. a zealous spy and ihsftuitmnt of French 
intrigue in North .Germany, and whq is now understood 
to be wandering along the coast between, the Elbe and 
Ems, as also that of the cx-Hanoverian officer, Adolf 
von Kielntansegg^ respec ting '•whom further particula^;^ 
are t^Jbe obtained from,tl\^ Mitiistry of thfe Interior. 
The C<mnt fdrtl^er wa'nfSs the press to give a* l^st of the 
names of the Bavaria® members of Parliament who 
voted for the rfeutrality of that State* in tBe national 
war, mentioni^g their professions biit without* any 
further remarks.* “ Give ’it firs4 in ^rass,” (iTe. , 
deutsche Allgemeime Zeitting ,) he added. * “You wilt- 
fijjd such a list amon^st^ the docu*mcnts. The com- 
plaints a^ to the manner i^i which* England understands 
neutrality mjnsf be continually renewed. The English 
Government does not forbid the export of horses, though 
only France can avail herself of* that facility. Colliers 
ate allowed to load at Newcastle and to supply fuel«fo* the 
French men-of-war cruising in the IJorth Sea. English 
.cartridge facto ftes are working for the French army 
under the eyes of the Government. In German^ the 
painful feeling has become more *an*d rilore widespread 
that, mnder Lord Granville, fengland, while nominally 
maintainaDg neutrality, favours France in the manner 
in which it is really 'obsorved.” 
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About 11 P.M. I wa 3 *agai^ called to t^be Minister. 
Tfce reports ®respecting the English ^boal ships €b be at 
once' pent by «, ^Jhancery* attendant tof- Wolf’s Tele-^ 
glyphic Agency for circula'tion, to the newspapers. 

In this connection may be nientiondd an Emba-ssy 
report fronl Bbndon, dated tthe 30tlr of July, to the, 
following * effect : Lortl Granville had „ asked the 
Ambassador if he had not stirred up 'the authorities in 
3erliri against the English Government. The reply was 
in the negative.^ ' The’ Ambassador had only carried out 
his instructions. Eublic opinion in Germany influenced 
the Go’C'ernment, just as the German press influenced 
public opinion. The * manner in which neutrality was 
» iibserved on the part of Eiigl^ind had excited the greatest 
indignation in Germany. \Tbe action of the ^^glish 
Gbvernnient, which indeed recbgnised that France was 
in the wrong, but failed to give expression to that con- 
viction, was also bitterly resented there. • Granville 
rejjlied that once it had be,en decided ta. remain neutral 
neutrality must be< maintained in cvefy respect. If 
'the export of contraband of war Wore forbidden, the 
French would regard it as an-cuct of one-sided hostility, 
while at the same time it wQuld ruin English trade in 
the branches affected by such prohibition, and favour 
American manufacturers. For the present, everyone in 
Englaud approved of the maintenance of neutrality, 
and ffherefore in a general way no change was posaibie 
in these matters. . At the same time, the English 
Government was ready, in case of eonJplaints reaching 
them in an official way respecting any acts of illegality, 
to institute an inquiry ip to the facts and secure the 
punishment of the guilty parties. It did not seem 
impossible to prevent the •supply of Englislt coal to 
French men-of-w*r. Next Monday a Bill was to be 
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submitted tc^ Parliament for tfie amendment of .the laws 
regulatifig neutraffty. The report co^^cluded %8 
follows ; “ England is in maffty respects* well disp’osed 
towards us, bat will for^ the .present remain neutral. If 
we^mak§ farth*er jitta.eks fipoti English public opinion 
, through our official • pres^ in connecti^ *with . these 
grievances, it will serve no pur'Jiose but to conjure up 
future <lifficultie{. Granville is not what we might 
desire, but he is not prejudiced aj^ainst us. Jfe may. 
beeome s®, however, if he farther, provoked by us. 
We can hardly succeed in 'overthrowing him, and if we 
did his probable successor would in all likelihood be 
much worse than himself.”, 

JWy 24^7i.— f am in.sytwicfe^l by the Count to seiKh 
an a!^^le to the I^blnische Zeitung^ respecting the 
Dutch coal qwestion. ,* He gave me the following 
information on this subject : “ Hollf\nd asked us to 

again permit t*lie passage of Prussian coal dowp the 
Rhine, and ipqvtested that a -large transport of Rhenish 
coal intended *for Holland shouW be alloiveff^ tp pass.t?k-3 
frontier. It was dtjly to jie used iq factories, and tlnf* 
Government of the Netkerlands would prohibk its 
re-exportatiop. Prussia •villingly agfieed to this, but 
shortly afterwards it was ascertained that foreign vessels 
were, being loaded with coal iq Dutch ports, and the 
Government of the Netherlands subsequently informed 
us •that in promising t<5 prevent the re-exportaticfn*Ihey 
had overlooked the circumstance that their tj^eaty with 
•El^nce .did not permit this. Thereupon as a matter of 
course the export of Prussian coal to Holland Was 
prohibited. In the* interval, however, they seem to 
have ;^cured a sufficient supply in Holland to provide 
the Frencli fleet* /or ^ considerable time. That is a very 
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suspicious method of obs^rvin^ the neutrality prorcftsed 
b;f> the gentfemen at the Hague.” ft • • 

Bucher briitgs me the following paragraph from the 
Chief, whicji is to be inserted in “the Sjienevsche Zeitung, 
or some other non -official of^an, and afCterwards in'^fche 
North GerffhOjft Correspondence : o‘ In 1851 a literary^ 
gamin in Pai’is was commissioned to conjure up the Red 
Terror in a pamphlet, which proved v^ry useful, to the 
iBresident Louis Napoleon, enabling him to escape from 
a debtors’ prisop'ancl ascend the Irnperial throne. The 
Due de Grammont .uow tries to raise the Spanish Terror 
in ordtr to save the Emperor from the necessity ol 
accounting for the h’undred millions which he diverted 
' from the State Treasury ‘into his private purse. The 
literary gentleman in queS^tion was made a f5i>?efect. 
^hat reward can Grammont haVe had in view ?'’ 

Evening.- — The Minister wishes an article to be pre- 
pared for ‘circulation in the German press describing 
the French and French ..policy under the Emperor 
N'^poleon.^ This is to be first sent to’ the Spenersche, 
Zeitung, w'hile the Literary^ Bureau is to secure the 
insertion of the principal pojnts in a condensed form^n 
the Magdeburg „ papers and, a number of the smaller 
journals to-morrow. The Count said> (literally) : 

“ The French are not so astute as people generally 
thinhr As '"a nation tiiey resepible certain individuals 
ambngst our lower clashes. They aie narrow-minded 
and brutal, — great physical force, boastful and insolent, 
winning the admiration of men of their ovitfi staijijv 
through their audacity and violence. Here in Germany 
the French are afso ‘coi^idered clever by persons who 
do not think deeply, and their Ministers are regarded 
as <^gTeat statesmen becauee of their* Insoifent inter- 
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ference in* the aflfairs oj^ th^ whole world, and their 
desire rule evltywhere. Audacity is •always #n- 
■presSive. Paople think their success* i& due to.ahrewd 
political caloulation, but- it is actually duQ to nothing 
else th^rU th^ fact that* they always keep 300,000 
soldiers ready to* back up ^heir policy. Thait alone, and 
not their political intelligence,* has enabled them to 
carry things witlJ such a high hand. We must get rid 
of this fiction. . . .' . In.political affairs the French are 
in the fullest sen^e of tlje word a, narrow-minded 
nation. They have no Idea how things look outside 
of France, and learn nothing about it in their 'schools. 
The French educational esjtablishrdents, for the greater 
glor^C)f ‘France, leave^,-^e\r^ pupils in the crassest i 
ignooBce as to everything .beyond her frontiers, and so 
they have not the slightest knowledge of they* ileigh- 
bours ; that is the ’case with the ^ Emperor, or at 
least he is hot much better, to say nothing of 
Grammont, , who is an ass.. (^Rindvieh). Napoleon is 
ignorant at* bottom, although l*e has been ^ ^ucatech»>in 
German schools, ‘^is ‘ CJgesar ’ was^intended to concefli? 
that fact. He has forgotten everything. His policy 
was always sfupid. Thet^rimean War was against the 
interests of» France, which demanded an alliance or at 
least a good understanding with Russia. It was the 
same with the war in Italy. There he created riVal 
kif the Mediterranean* North Africa, Tunis, &G.*,* who 
may one day prove dangerous. The Italian^ people are 
ipuch more gifted than the French, only leas numerous. 
The war in Mexico and the attitude adopted in 1866 
were blunders, and Soubtless^in storming about as they 
do at* present the French feel conscious that they have 
committed andther blunder.” » 

July 25^A— ^At 11 o’clock this morning Count 
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Bismarck and his family trook^the ^oly Corfimunion at 
tbSir resideiifee. He asked whether an^ one in ou? bureau 
desired, to join* them, but tio one offered^ to do so. T 
was for a n^omenf temptecJ, but feconsidercd the matter. 
It might look as if I wished l^b recpmipcn& myself. 

Copies ^f ^he Benedetti^ draft treaty are sent to o 
Auber (the French Press Agency) and Heide. 

July 2i7th, — It is to be stated either in thep Nord- 
deutsche or the Sj^eyiersche Zeitung that secrecy 
respecting confidential communications between great 
Statesois, as a rule, -more careTully observed and main- 
tained 'than the public imagines. Nevertheless, th^ 
French misrepresentatioir* of Prussia’s attitude in the 
.affair of the candidature ^fo^* the Spanish throne. ^in 
Grammont’s despatch of the 2dst of duly) obliltia the 
authOril^ies here to disregard these consideration^ of dis- 
cretion. Benedetti’s proposal has therefore been pub- 
lished and It may be followed by other documents of 
the same description. The* Count concluded his direc- 
tidrus as follows * We at least entitled *' to tell the 
^^ruth with discretion in presence 6f such indiscreet 
lies.”^ 

Bucher brings me from the Minister the following 
sketch of a paragraph for the press : “The despatch of 
the Due de Grammont, the full text of which now lies 
before/ us, is a desperate attempt to prove that the 
orighl " of the situation which they have themselv^ 
created was the Hohenzollern candidature, and to con- 
ceal the motive whi<3h they confessed on -many othi^r 
occasions — namely, the conquest by France of the left 
bank of the Rhine and ofi Belgium," The inconsistency 
of the whole assertion is made clear by the circun&tance 
that* the offer of the Spanish throne to /"the Hereditary 
Prince of Hohenzeilem was first made iij a letter dated 



Kjly 27 , 1870]# 


FJSENCH FICTIONS 



eonversationa^n March, 1869^between Beaedetti and Von 
rhile, which •were the^ outcome of aipiratipns or piro- 
poSals freqvm^ly ventilatted dn the press (also with 
reference to Prince ^redei'ick Charles).® Ih 1851 the 
President * JLiOuis Napoleon succeeded in’ obtaining 
credenQe both at^ome and abroad for certain fictions, so 
long as that was necessa>ry for the attainment of his 
Dbject. The fiction which is ^now circulated, at a some- 
what late hour, to the efieCt that tho Prince of Hohen- 

e of Prussia’ is reftited in 
has bfeen well known for a 
Government as well as tbe> 
d, ha^ absolutely no know- 
, the Spanish proposal: It 
was resolutely opposed 'by his Majesty the King, as the 
head of the. Hohenzollern family, until last June, when 
at Ems he reluptantly withdrew his opposition when it 
was represented to him that otterwise Spain "^ould fall 
into the hands of the Republicans. We hnd! it difficult' 
ba understand what interest the French Govemaaent 
can have, in circulating /^uch lies nojv that war has 
actually broken out. The attempt of the Due de 
Grammont to conjure up the spectre of a restoration of 
Charles V.’s monarchy can only be explained by tBe 
CMaoaplete isolation of th« French mind. That appfefftion 
had no sooner manifested itself than, it vanished before 
t^e angry contempt of public opinion, whicb resented 
being supposed capable of such credulity.” 

The Chancellor desires to, see the following con- 
siderations reproduced in the evening papers : “ The 
Benedetti* document is by nc* means the only one deaMng 
with the matter in qu^tion. Negotiations were also 


pllern was the candidat 
B^wance by the fact, which 
logs time, «that the Prussia, 
officilfcof the Confederatio 
ledge or tonpection ^With 
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carried on by others, as, for in3j;0.nce,»y Priucfe Napoleon 
dicing his slay in Berlin. Since Fren'ch diplomacy was 
ignorant enough fo believe“that a GermanoMinister who* 
followed a national policy could for a moment think of 
entertaining such proposals, ?t had ordy ftself to thapk 
if it was beiooiod wi^h its own schemes so long as such 
fooling appeared calculated to promote the maintenance 
of peace. Even those who pursue tlv? most ignorant 
and narrow-minded policy must ultimately come to 
recognise that they have hoped for. and demanded im- 
possibilities. The 'bellicose temper which now prevails 
in Paris dates' from such recognition. The hopes 
German statesmen that they, would be able to befam 
the Frenc|i until a peaceful was established in 

France by some, transformation of. her despoticp^nsti- 
tution have unfortunately not been realiaed. Providence 
willed it otherwise. Since we can no longer maintain 
peace it is not necessary now to preserve silence. For 
we preserved silepce solely in order to promote the 
cdlitinuance, and, if pos.^ble, the permanency, of peaceful 

delations.” The Minister co.ncluded : “You can 

add, ‘ too, that the question cf French Switzerland was 
also mentioned in the negotiations, and. that it was 
hinted that in Piedmont they knew quite well where 
the French, districts begin and the Italian districts 
leave bflf.” 

July — I see the original of ^enedetti's draft 

treaty, and I am t6 receive a photographic copy of it 
similar to that which has been prepared for distribution 
amongst foreign Gpv^nments. 

Bucher handed me the following sketch of an article, 
received by him from the Minister, which is to' be in- 
serlted in some organ not aj>parentiy connected with the 
Government : “'Fhose who now hold ^power in Spain 
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deelSre thatr t^ey do At wish interfere in the conflict 

between^Germany -aaf France, because the letter migh4 
create in ternaWdiflBculties for’^ them. They allow. Bona- 
parte to prohibfc their election of the King qf their own 
choice. ^They took on cali^ywith folded arms while 
pther nations go tb war ovei* a difference ftiat) has arisen 
out of a que^ion of Spanish domestic interest.’' We had 
formed rfjuite andther opinion of the Castilian gentil- 
homme. The Spanish temper seems to resemble that of 
Gil Bias, who wanted to fighj; a duel jwitR the army 
ipxgeon but observed that the latter, had an unusually 
||ng rapier.” 

^^uly 30th, 10 p.m. — The Minister desires that atten- 
tion^^ould -be again called to the manner in which the- 
Frencm|i|e looking about for foreign assistance, and he 
once moTV gives, a few pjbints : “France is begging in 
all directions, and wants in particular to take Italy into 
her pay. Here,*as everywhere, she speculates upon the 
worst elements while the better elements will have 
nothing to do with her. How de»s that b^rm(;Jhise with 
the greatness of th£ nation which ‘ stands’ at the head ' 
of. civilisation,’ and whose -historians always point out 
that it was only defeat^i^ at Leipzig because its 
opponents were ibur to one ? At that time they had 
half Germany, Italy, Holland, and the present Belgium 
on their side. To-day, when they stand alone, they go 
roond-hat in hand to every dbor, and seek mercenAdes 
to reinforce their own army, in which they can therefore 
h%ve but very little confidence.” 0 

, Jxdy 31st. — This morning received from Boland one 
of the photographic copies of fhe Benedetti draft. 



CHAPTER II 


DEPABTURE OF (THEI’ CHANCELLOR FOR THE SEAT OF WAR 
—I FOLLOW^ HIM, AT FIRST TO SAARBRUECK-J 
JOURNEY FROM THERE TO THE FRENCH FRONTIER^' 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE FLYING COLUMN 


3 ® Q 

On the 51st of July, '1870, „ at 5.30 p.m., 'Chan- 
cellor, accompanied by his T/ife anc^ his j^aughter, 
the Countess Marie, left his residence in the Wilhelm- 
strasse to “take” the train for Mayence, on Jiis way to 
join 5Hng William at the seat of war. He was to be 
foUowed^ by some‘'Cqi]ncillor3 of the FoWgn Office, a 
--.Secretary 'of tRe Central Bureau, two deciphering clerks 
and Jhree or four Chancery ^Hehdants. The remainder 
of us only accompanfed hii^^ with our good wishes, as, 
with his helmet On his head, he passed out . between the 
two sphinxes that guard the door steps, and entered his 
carriage. P also had' resigned myself to the idea of 
following the course of the army on th^ map and in ^Re 
newspapers. A fe^ days after the declaration of war, 
on my begging the .Minister to take me with him in^ 
case I could be of use, he rej)lied that that depended on 
the arrangements *at* headquarteis. At the moment 
there was no room for me. My luck, however, soon 
improved. ^ 

On the evening' of the 6th of August a telegram was 
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receK'ed at<t^e Mini a r ry ^vin^ news of the victory at 
Worth. • Half an hofir later I took the good tiidings stlW 
fresh •and warijp. to a group of •acquaintanees who .waited 
in a restaurant* to hear how things were going. Every- 
bo<^ knows hp^ willingly Germans celebrate the receipt 
of good news. My tiiiings*were very go^d ihdeec^ and. 
many (perhaps most) of my friends celebrated* them too 
long. Xli® result^Vas that next morning I was still in 
bed when the Foreigu OffiQe messenger Lorenz brought 
me a copy'gf a telegraphic despatch* accoy^ing to \^hich I 
lae, to start for. headquftirters immediately. Privy 
llpuncillor Hepke wrote : “ Dear Doctor, — Get rehdy to 
re for headquarters in the course of the day." The 
tel«|^m r^ as follows Majrence, 6th of August? 

Let Dr. Busch conje here and bring ’with him 
a Correspondent^ for atioaal Zeitiing and jnO fo*r 

the Kreu^eitung. Bi&*marck.” Hepke allowed me to 
select these correspondents. ' 

I had therefore after all attained to the very height 
of good fortutle. * In a short ti«ie f ha<i provided for 
all essentials, and by midds^ I had receiveif my pass 
legitimation, and free ticket all military trains. That 
evening a. little after 8 q^lock I* left ^Berlin togethei 
with the two ijo^respondents whom the Minister wished 
to accompany me, namely, Herr von Ungam- Sternberg, 
for the Kreuzzeitung , and^Profossor Constantine Ro^zlei* 
forjthe National Zeitung* In thfe beginning we travelled 
first class, afterwards third, and finally in a freight car. 

were numerous long halts, which in oxxr impatience 
aeemed still longer. It was only at 6 o'clock on the 
tnomingof the 9 th of August that we reacSed Frankfurt. 
Ajs we bad to wait here for ^me hours we had time to 
nquire where the headquarters were now established. 
Che local Commandant was Unable tq* inform ua, nor 
VOL 1 
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could the Telegraph Director ^ay Mything ‘positive on 
tEe subject.® He thought they mighVbe still in iftmburg, 
but more probably they had moved on tooSaarbrueck. “ 
It was midday before we again started, in a goods 
train, by way of Darmstadt, j^ast. thq Odenwald, wh^ose 
peaks, were^ cohered with heavy white fog, by Mannheim, 
aAd towards Neustadt. As we proceeded our pace 
became gradually slower, and the stoppages, which were 
occasioned by seemingly endless lines of carriages 
transporting" troops, became more and more frequent. 
WheBever a jjause- occurred in the rush of this onwarcUf 
wave (5f modern national migration, crowds hurried 
the train, cheering and flourishing their hats and hfpid- 
kerchiefs. Food and drihk ov^^rc brou'ght to the sooiers 
by people of all^sorts and eon-ditipns, including^oor old 
woifleq — needy but good-h§arted ereatur,^ whose 
poverty only allowed them to offer coffee dry black 
bread. ° ‘ - 

^Ve crossed the Rhine during the -night. As day 
began to. break we nr.;ticed a well-dressed gentleman 
lying near us on the floor wj^o was 'iipeaking English to 
a man whom we took to be his servant. We discovered 


that he was a London bankqr named Deichnaann. He 
also was anxious to get to headquarters im order to beg 
Roon’s permission to serve as a volunteer in a cavalry 
legirnent, lor which purpose he had brought his horses 
with him. The line bding blocked near Hosbach»*on 
Deichmann’s advice we took a country cart to Neustadt, 
a little down which was swarming with soldiers— ^ 
Bavarian riflemen, Prussian Red Hussars, Saxon and 
other troops. * ^ 

It was here that we toot our first warm m§al since 


our departure from Berlin. Hitherto" we had had to 
content ourselves? with cold meat, -fv^hile at night our 
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itCempts t® sleep jf)n t^je bare woodeu beaches with a 
portmanteau for « pillow were hot particularly Aac- 
jesSful. Hc«vever, we were procce<Jing to the seat of 
war, and I h»d experienced still greater discomforta on 
a*tour of far ^ess^ importance* 

After a halt of* one hour at Neuttacit, tli^ train 
• * * » 

crossed th^Hardt through narrow valleys and a nurfiber 

of tunnels, pasj^ing the defile in which Ka^erlautern* 
lies. From this point «ntil we reached Hc^mburg it 
poured torrent^ almost ^without cassation, so that 
when we arrived at that* station at >10 o'clock tke little 
place seemed to be merely a picture of night and water.* 
ls we stepped out of the •traiii and waded through 
slmpip and pooh with ow* li^ggage on our shoulders, 
stiiiil(||^d over the rail^ and rather felt than saw our 
way wi^he mu ‘‘ Zur There we found (^very ted 

occupie^^nd not a mouthful left to eat. We ascertained 
however, had even the conditions been^ more 

favourable wa could not have availed ourselves of them, 
as we weref mformed that the^Count Imd gone on with 
the King, and •^as that moment probably in 

Saarbrueck. There was n^ time^to be lost if we w^re to 
overtake hinj before he l^t Germany. , 

It was •far from pleasant to have to turn out once 
more into the deluge, but we were encouraged to take 
our fate philosophically by considering tfie still woVse 
fate of others. • In the tap-room of the Po6t*^' the 
guests slept on chairs enveloped in a tJ;Lick steam 
jredolent of tobacco, beer, and sriioking lamps ^d the 
still more pungent odour of damp clothes and leather. 
In a hollow near the station, we saw t£e watchfire of a 
larg^camp half quenched by the rain — Saxon country- 
men of ours/ ^ if we weBe rightly informed. While 
wading our way* back to the train caught the gleam 

• F ^ 
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f the helmets and arms of a Prus^n battgilion which 

ta 5 )d in the pouring rain oppositepthe railway hotel. 

.thoroughly drenched and net a little tired, ©we at lerTgth 

bund shelter in a waggon, where Deichm^^nn cleared a 

orner of the floor on which wt 3 too could lie, and found 

i, few handfills^of straw to serve us as a pillow. ]Vfy 

)ther two cSmpanions were not so fortunate.^ "They had 

rO managg as best they could on the top of boxes and 

packages with the postmen and transport soldiers. It 

vas evident that the poor Professor, who had grown 

/ery quiet, was considerably affected by these hardships. 

Abotlt 1 o’clock the train set itself slowly in motion. 
By daybreak, after several stoppages, we reached tl^ 
?utekirt8 of a small town 'with a beautiful old chi^^"^, 

A mill lay in the valley through which we cm^ralso 
see* the windings of the road tliat led to Saa^rueck. 
We were told that this town was only two or th^'ee miles 
off, so that we were near our journey’s end,/ Our loco- 
motive, however, seemed to.be quite out ojf breath, and 
as the headquarters might at any moment leave Saar- 
brueck and crcTss the frontier, where’* we could get no 
railway transport and in all probability no other means 
of conveyance, our impatience ^n*d anxiety increased, and 
oud tempers were not improved by a clouded sky and 
drizzling rain. Having waited in vain nearly two hours 
for the traiff to start, Deichmann again came to our 
rescue. * After a short disarppearaace he returned with.^ 
miller who had arranged to carry us to the town in his 
own trap. The prudent fellow, however, made Deich- 
mann promise that the soldiers should not take his horses 
from him. 

During the drive the miller told us that the Pruaeians 
wer^r understood to have already pushed on their outposts 
as far as the neighbourhood of Motz. Between 9 and 10 
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o’clock we* leached ^nct^ohann, a suburb of Saarbrueck 
where we noticed' ’v€ry few signs of the French cannonade 
• a feV days ago, althgugh it otherwise “pi tsented -a lively 
and varied picture of •war times. A liuddjed and con 
fused njass canteep caijts, baggage waggons, soldiers 
on horse and fodt, and anibulance attendants witji theii 

• * -4 * * 

red crosses &c., filled the streets. Some Hes^an 
dragoon and artillery regiments marched through, the 
cavalrymen singing* Morgenroth Icuchtest mir zum 
fnmehen Tod ! (D^wn, thciii lightest* •me to an early 
grave). • * * • 

At the hotel where we put up I heard fhat the 
lancellor was still in the.towni, aiid lodged at the house 
merchant afid man’\h>cturer named Haldy. I had 
ther<Nf®e missed nothing l^y all our ^delays, and had 
fortun^dy at length >ieachcd harbour. Not a, minute 
too soon^Ninwever, as^on going to report arrival I 
was inform^l^y Count Bismarck-Bohlen, the Miiyster s 
cousin, thaC they intended to move on shortly after 
midday. I *bade good-l)ye t# my camp{it^ions from 
Berlin, as there waS^no ro^n for thei^i in the Chancellor^^ 
suite, and also to our LoTjdon friend, whose patl'iotic 
offer General, Roon was'i^grctfully obliged to decline. 
After providing for the safety of my luggage, I pre- 
sented myself to the Count, who was just leaving to 
call upon the King. J then went to the Bureau to 
a««ertain if I could be* of any' assistance. ThAe*^ was 
plenty to do. Every one had his hands full,^and I was 
LUamediately told off to make a trafislation foy the^ King 
of Queen Victoria’s Speech from the ^Throne, which had 
just arrived. I was highly iijterested by a declaration 
iiontailied in a despatch to St. Petersburg, which I had 
X) dictate to orfe of pur deeiphering clerks, although at 
Jie time I could hot quite understand it. It was to the 
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j eflFect that we should not satisfiecttwith the* mere fell 
' of^apoleon.* ^ . 

That looked. like a foreshadowing of a^me miracle, , 
Strassbur^ ! anti perhapS the Vosges as our frontier ! 
Who could have dreamed <sf three week^ l^efore ? ^ 

In the m^arftime the weather haci cleared up. Shortly 
I before one d'clock, unden a broiling sun /three four-horse 
^•carriages drew up before our door, with soldiers ^riding 
as postilions. One was for thp Clianceflor, another for 
the Councillcfrs and"^ Count Bismarck-Bohlen,^ and the 
third fprthe Secre terries and'^ecipherer^. The two Coun- 
■ .cillors and the Count having decided to ride, I took^ 
a place in their carriage,, as I also did subsequent^r 
^T^henever they went on horucl^ack. Five^ minutes latej^ ^e 
crossed the stream and ehtere^ fh^ Saarbrueck higf*g]^p^ad, 
which led past the battlefield cf the 6th of ^..ugust. 
Within half an hour of our departure from Saj^c Johann 
we were onTrencdi soil. There were still j>aany traces 
of the"" sanguinary struggle that had ^^agfed there five 
days ago — branches ton'' from the^trees hy artillery 
^re, fragments of accoutrements af^cl uniforms, the crops 
trampled into the earth, broken wheels, pits dug in the 
ground by exploding shells, tmd small woode^ crosses 
roifghly tied together, probably marking^ tlje graves of 
oflBcers and others. So far as one could observe all the 
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»with the* mere fell 


dead had bedii already buried. 

Here at the commencement of our j^ourney through 
France I will break qflf my narrative for a while in order 
to say a ^ew words about the Foreign Office Field 
Bureau and the way in which the Chancellor and his 
people travelled/ lodged, worked and lived. The Minis- 
ter had selected to accompany him Herr Abekea and 
Heix von Keudell, Count H^tzfeldt, who had previously 
spent several year^ at the Ehibaasy in Paris, and Count 
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snArck-Bohlen, alllfour Privy Councillors bf Lega- 
After these .c^ne tBe Oeheim-Sekretfitr, Bolsin^ 
of the Centr^bureau, the J:wo deciphering clerks, 
Willisch and ^t. Blanc^art, ^nd’ finally myself. At 
Ferfiferes our^ Mist of CoimciUors was completed by 
Lottiar 6ucher, and ^a new decipherings cterk» Herr 
Wiehr, also" joined us. At Versailles the number 
further increased by Herr von Holstein, subsequently 
Councillor of Embassy, the^ young Count Warteiisleben, 
and Privy ^Councillor Wagner, the' l^ter, h^weVer, not 
Joeing employed 04 Foreign* Ofece work. Herr Bolsing 
fho had fallen ill, was replaced by Geheim-Sekretiir 

S e accumulation of work afterwards 
decipherings clerk. Our Chief, 

3 usualjiy^* called by the ?^taff, had 
at 'alb his fellow-wofkers, Secretaries 
lloi\% should in a certain sense be 
^usehold. When cirtjumst^nces per- 
n the same house, and had the htmour 

Throughout t\\^ ^lole war the CHanciellor wore^ 
uniform. It was generally the well-known undre^ of 
the yellqw regiment #f "'heavy* Landwehr cavalry. 
During the c^arl^ months of the campaign he as a rule 
only wore the Commander’s Cross of the Order of the 
Red Eagle, to which he afterwards ad dud the Iroji 
Qrpss. I only s^w hirq, a couple of times in a dfegi^ing 
gown. That was at Versaillws, when he was unwell, the 
^only time, as far as I know, thaj anything ailed him 
throughout the whole war. When travelling hd was 
usually accompanied’ in the carriage by Herr Abeken, 
but OM some occasions he *book^ me with him for several 
days in succession. He waj very easy to please in^the 
matter of his quartefs, s^d was wdling to put up with 
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the most •mode^ shelter A^rhen bettwr was ^ot tp be*had. 

^deed, it oonce happened that th^jr© was. no bedstead 
and ’that his bgd^had to ba made upon the floor. 

Our carriages usually followed immediately after 
those of the King’s suite# We started generally a^out 
10 o'clock an ^he morning, ^and sometimes covered as^ 
nyich*aa sixty kilonfetres in the day. 'On peaching our 
quarters for the night our first dut^ was to set about 
preparing an ofiice, in which there 'was seldom any lack 
of work,^ especially 'when we had the Field Telegraph at 
our disposal. Wh^n communications, were thus eatab-j 
lished, .the Chancellor again became what, with shoi^ 
intervals, he had been tliroughout this entire per^i, 
^r^amely, the central figure, of the wholh ciy;^6ed 
European "world. Eveh' in*, those places where lS)<^'^only , 
stayed for one rli'ght he, incessantly active “hirmOlf, kept 
his assistants almost continuously engaged j^til a late 
hour. ■ Messengers were constantly goin^^'and coming 
with 'telegrams and letters. Councilbaii^ were drawing^ 
up notes, orders and directions un^OT itistfuctions from 
jjbheir chief, ' and these were bei^g <x;opied, registered, 
ciphered and deciphered in ^te Chancellerie. Reports, 
questions, newspaper ' article^* &c., streamed in from 
every direction, ‘most of them requiring instant 
attention. 


,, Never, perhaps, was the well nigh superhuman 
powep of work shown by' the Chancellor, his creative, 
receptive and critical activity, his ability to deal with 
the most difficult pfoblems, always finding the rights 
and' the only solution, more strikingly evident than 
during this period.' The inexhaustible nature' of hiS 
powers was 'all tl^ more astbunding, as he todk but 
sleep. Except when tr. battle was expected and he 
xotta at daybreak, to join 'tile Eing^and the 'army, the 
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ChaflceUor •rose ratyr late, a 5 had been hie custom at 
home, usualljp’ abou^lO o’clock. On the oth^r hand, ke 
spent the -night at work, and only fell asleep as daylight 
began to appeiu*. He was often hardly out of bed and 
drAsed befcajd^ he comm^ced work again, reading 
despatches and ♦making notes upon thefla, looking 
through netvjipapers, giving instructions to hfs Council- 
lors an(k others, and setting them their various tasks, or 
even writing or (Rotating. , Later on there were visits to 
. be receivd^, audiences to be wanted,* expjarlations to be 

■ sn* fcdlowed 9. further study of 

e correction of articles,* drafts 
his .well-known big pencil, 
ormialhon to be telegraphed, or 
ers/an^ in the midst of it all 
who could not be refused *a 
onally have been unwelcome, 
r even 3 o’clock, *in places 
er §tay, that ‘ the Chancellor 
rdcreati^ b^ talyn^^a ride in 
^ is return he set to work again, 

'continuing until dinner time, between 5.30 and 6 i^.M. 
In an hqur and a half* latest, he went back to 

Ijis writing-d^sk, where he frequently remained tfll 
midnight. 

In his .manner of. taking his Ineals, as id his sleeps 
thg. Count differed from the general run of maakftid. 


E^ly in the day he took a cup of tea and one or two 
|g^8,>and from that time until evening he, ^ a rule, 
taatad nothing more. He ^Idom took any lun<^eon 
Eind rarely came to "tea, which* was Usually served 
hetwee* 10 and 11 at •night. Wjth some excep- 
tsoiu, he therefioie had practically but one meal in the 
i^eoty-four* houre>, Iput, •likd JFr^eri^k the Gi'eai, he 



then ate Vith appetite. • Diplomjfc are ^overbifelly 
fo||d of a g*od table, being ^arce^l^ surpassed in this 
respect, by the Allergy. It js part of the^ business, aa 
they often have hnpoftanf guests who, f(ir one reason 
or another, must be put in good hunAyr, and it* is 
universally ^ec^gnised that nothing is better calcula'Bed 
to*that end than a \^ell-filled cellar and a dihner Avhich 
shows the skill of a highly trained chef. __ Count 
JBismarck also kept a good table, whi(^, when circum- 
stances perntitted, became quite excellent. ^That was 
the Ci^e for instaiifc at R?ieitns, Meaux, Ferri^res and 
Versailles, where the genius of our cook in the Commis- 
sariat uniform created , breakfasts and dinners 
.njado any one accustomed Jo a homely fare’ feel, a^ne 
did justice to them, that l^e .jv’as at length in 

Abraham’s bosbin, particular! 3 ^ when ^some ^iecially 
fine brand of champagne was* added to Jme other 
gracious ^fts oT Providence. During*^^^^ last five 
monfhs our table was also enriched M^^tresents from 
home where as wrfe oi\ly right an^^^Aper, our people 
‘ showed how fondly they renieirfoesed the Chancellor, 
by sending him plentiful si^plies of good things, both 
fluid and solid, geese*, venis^, fish, pheasanfs, monu- 
m*bntal pastry, eJccellent beer, rare winq^, and other 
acceptable delicacies. 

. At firsr only the *Councillpr 8 wore uniform, Herr 
von»o Heudell that of CuirOiSsiers, , and Count Bjs- 

marck-Bohlen that .of the Dragoon Guards, while Count 
Hatzfeldt^ and Herr.Abeken wore the undress unifora^ 
of tfie Foreign OflBce. It was afterwards suggested 
that the whol^ oF the Minister’s* personnel, with the 
exception of the two gentleftien first mentioned, who 
we?P also officers, should b^ allowed the* same privilege. 
The Chief gave hjs consent; so .the* people of Versailles 
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had aft opportunity off seeing <?ur Chancery at1Jend^ult8 
in a dark blue tuniq^ith two rows of buttons, blach^ 
collar trimmed fc with velvet, and a cap pf the ,satne 
colour, while our Counciliors, Secretaries and Decipher- 
ers c!irried swoyA) with a gol^ sword-knot. The elderly 
Privy Councillor Ateken, who could ma^te "his horse 
prance as proudly ^ any cavalry officer, looked*won(ier-» 
fully warjiike in this costume, in which, I fancy, he 
delighted not a little. • It was to him just as great 
pleasure to\ show off in all this milifary brSvery ns it 
^ad been to travel tli rough ‘the Holy JLiand dressecj up 
Lan Oriental, although ho did not understand a “word 
of xurkish or Arabic. 


a 



CHAPTER III 


FKOM THE FROIJTIER TO GRAVELOTTE 

the preceding chapter I broke off my narratijpr 
at the French frontier. We recojTnised that we KM 

rv O ^ 

icrossed it by the notices posted in the villages, vD^- 
partement de la Moselie.” The white ror ir were 
thronged with conveyances, aij/I in ev^^ry hamiet troops 
were billeted. In these hilly' and partpAly wooded 
districts We saw small camps being pi^ bed here and 
there. After about two, .hours’ drivpr'ive reached For- 
bach, wh^ .,we passeW,. through .Mthdut stopping. In 
the streets through which wy drove the signboards were 
aln?.ost entirely French, although the names wore chiefly 
German. Some of the inhpjbitants who were standing 
at their doors greeted us in passing. Most of them, 
however, looked sulky, which, although it did not add 
to their beauty, was natural enough, as they had 
evidently plenty of soldiers to provide quarters for, 
The windows were all full of Prussians in blue uniforms. 

(j 

We thus jogged on, up hill and down dale, reaching 
Saint Avoid about half past four. Here we took up 
lodgings. Chancellor and all, with a M. Laity, at No. 
301 Rue des Charrons. If was a one-storey house, 
but rather roomy, with a well-kept fruit and vegetable 
garden at the bgick. The proprietor, who was said to 
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be a retired <5fi&cer, ai^ apj>ear^ to be well to'do, had 
gone away with his-v^e the day before, leaving only a% 
maid Jtnd an ^Id woman, who spoke nothing, but 
French. In haif an hour -we Lad fixed up our office 
and ^osei\ our«sTeeping quar^erst Work began without 
d^lay. As there wfis nothing to be done iff my depart- 
ment, I tried ,to assist in deciphering the despatches,* 
an operation which offers no particular difficulties. 

At seven o’clock we din^d with the Chancellor in a 
little room "Looking out on a sm^ill courtyajd Vith some 
flower beds. The conversation at table .was very lively, 
th\j Minister having most to say. He did not consider 
a sdHspriae impossible, as he hy.d .satisfied him.self during 
his wi^Is that** our outposts wore* only three-quarters of 
an houf^^om the town and v^ry wide apart, tie had 
asked at o^e post jvhere tbfe next was stationed, but the 
men did not\cow. He sMd : “ While I was out I saw a 
man with an aiiii^n his shoulder following close at my 
heels. I kept mj^^J^nd on my sword, as one cannot £cll 
in certain circufiistanc^^vhat ma^ happen in any 

case I should have bee^^^jady first.” He remarked 
later. on that our landlord had left all his cupboards full 
of underclothing, adding ; If this house should be 
turned into an ambulance hospital, his wife’s fine under- 
linen will be torn up for lint and bandages, and quite 
properly. But then they will say £hat Count Bismarck 
book* the things away with bimy’ . • 

We came to speak of the disposal. of the troops in 
action. The Minister said that General Steinmitz had 
ihown himself on that occasipn to be self-willed and 
lisobedient. “ Like Vo^el von FalkensleinI his habit of 
making tiffe law into his own*handH will do him harm in 
ipite of the laurels' he won at Skalitz.” . 

There was cognac; red wine, and a sparkling Mayence 
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wine on the table. Scfmebody mentioned beer, saying 
that probhbly we should be un8<.>le to obtain it. The 
Minister replied : “ Thatds no loss I The excessive con- 
sumption of beer is deploraljl'S. It makes men stupid, 
lazy and useless. It is responsible fdit the democratic 
nonsense* spouted over the tavern tables. A good lye 
whiskey* is very much better.” 

I cannot now remember how or in what connection 
we came to speak about the Mormons. The Minister 
was surprised at their polygamy, “as the German race 
is not equal to, so much— Orientals seem to be more 
potett.” He wondered how the United States could 
tolerate the existence of ^uch a polygamous sect. ,^he 
Count took this oppoltiwiity of speaking of religious 
liberty in general, cfech^ring himself very ^ jimgly in 
faVo^jr of it. But, he added,;iit must, be exe^ised in an 
impartial spirit. “Every one' must be ^JcJowed to seek 
salvation in his own way. I shall ’^opose that one 
day, and Parliament will certajtpy-, apiprove. As a 
matter ^of ^^purse, ho”’ever, the^^rbperty of the Church 
must remain with the o^d^churehes that acquired it. 
Whoever retires must niake a sacrifice for his , con- 
viction, or rather his unlpplief.” “ People, think little 
the worse of Catholics for being orthodox, and have no I 
objection whatever to Jews being so. It is altogether 
different with Lutherans, however, and that church is 
Constantly, charged with a spirit of persecution if it 
rejects unorthodox members. But it is considered 
quite in order that the orthodox should be persequ|ed 
and scoffed at in the pre^ and in daily life.” 

After dinner the Chancellor" and Councillors took a 
walk in the garden frofev which a large building 
distinguished by a flag with the Gfeneva Cross was 
visible at a litt^je distance todhe right. We could see a 
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number of ifups at win^ow^ who were walching us 
through opera glasses It was evidently a cfenvent that 
had. Iteen tumad into a hospital In the evening .one of 
the deciphering clerks expressed great anxiety as to the 
possibility of a’^urprise, ancj we* discussed what should be 
^one with the portfolios containing State ^aper§ and 
ciphers in svKjh circumstances. I* tried to reassure them, 
promising to do my utmost either to save or destroy the 
papers, should necessity arise. 

There ’.was no occasion |‘or anxiety. * The night 
passed quietly. Next moAiing as we were at lunch a 
green Feldjager, or Royal Courier, arrived with dis- 
pfCtches from Berlin. Although such messengers usually 
make rapid"* progress, this onfi had not travelled any . 
quicke^han I had done in fhy fear to arrive too late. 
He left Mo'D^ay, the <th of August, and had ^eVeral 
times takeS^ a special ' conveyance, yet he had spent 
nearly four the way, as it was now tlie 12th. I 

again assisted ^R^^ecipherers. Afterwards, while the 
Minister was 'w?bh King, I^visifed tlio-Jarge and 
beautiful town churCh \^li^he Councillors, tte chaplain 
showing us round. In the afternoon, while the Minister 
was out for a, ride, we injected the Prussian artillery 
park on a neighbouring height. * * 

We dined at four, on the Chancellor’s return. He 
had ridden a long way in order to see his two sons, whi? 
we»e serving as private^in a rej'iment of dragoon guirfirds, 
but found that the German cavalry had already pushed 
/ofward towards the upper reaches of the Moaelle^ He 
was in excellent spirits, evidently owing to the good for- 
tune which continued* to favour our cause. In the course 
of the Conversation, which furned on mythology, the Chief 
said he could neVer endure Apollo, who flayed Marayas 
out of conceit and* envy, •and’ slew the/diUdren of Niobe 
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was Apollo’s iiianner of (leaUiiij; with tli(3<-Trojaiis to tho 
(foiintfs tasto. 'J'lie stra i_!;litfor-wanl \hi]( would ]ia\ c 
hc(‘U his man, or, hcltcj* still, Noj)tune — 2>crbaj)s I as aiise 
of tho (Jiufs ^ — hut h(3 (lid not say. 

Aftor risiny iVom taJ)lc \v<‘ had i^ooil m^ws to tph'o^r“a])h 
to Jlerlin for ('iisadat ion tlir<_)U yhout tlu' wIkjL* country, 
nanK*!}^ lhar, tluaH''* wca-c* ten lliousand prisoiua's in our 
liand^s on tlic 7th *>£ Auyust, aud that a yroat clhad. had 
l)C<‘n produciMl (ui tlu‘ (•ncm\^ 1>\' thi* \ i('tor\^ at 

SaarhriKM'k. Soincwliat baler wo had furl Iks* sati^^factorv' 
parti('ulars to siaid liomt'. IVIac JMiiiistor of l^dnaucr in 
Jkiris, (‘Vidoiitly iu < (jur^oipicncc^ of tJn* ra[)i<l a(h )nc(3 of 
tile (o'rnian foj-<a‘s, had invited tla* fhoiicli jAjoplo to 
deposit their yold ni the Ihink of hra ikm^ iir^p, ud (jf koi'p- 
ine; it in ttu'ir houx*^. 

'1 here was at.-^e seuu' tall< of a proi^\,.^d })ia xhani at i on 
forhiddiny' end fiuall\^ vAm (h.'^l i in n t 1. eoiistui pt a )n in tin' 
disti'U'ts oe(aipi('d l)y 1 Ik* ( Jeri\e ,, tr< i >ps. Ah * al.^o la 'ard 
from iMadrid that tla_‘ M euV] (en^-a'i* |)ar(y, eona^ jjoliti- 
eians helonyinu; t<> tin' 1 al teri^ Addon sueh as lta>> lojsas 
and 'rop('te, as wa ll as \aranis otla-r part \yleaders, were 
exertine- (‘\'(‘r\' (bloi't to ])rinL;' ahout t lu* immediati* eori- 
' ocaition ot the re})re.een rat i ve as.^emhly in (.)r(h‘rthat tlie 
IhosiAonal Cioao-rnment should In* piiyan ('ud to hytln^ 
election (jf a Kiijlc d’tu* 1 dia* de 1\1 on tjx'Jisn*!’, whom 
they had, m \ ley as a candidate, was alread}' in tlie 
!S})anish (ai])ital. TluA iovcminieiit, lajwcx er, ohstinately 
opposed tliis ])lan. 

Ikirly nc'xt natminy W(‘ hfoke up our (piart<‘rs and 
start tal tor the smell town of Fahjuemont, winch we now 
call hddkenbcre*. ^ 'J'he road was thronged witli long 
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liii(\-f ot* (*ari.s, arlilleiv, anil aLili(ar\ [H)1 i('(\ aial 

('oiiriers. WliiU* soi^i^ < lc^l:a('hm(ait s of iiifauti'\^ iuar('li%<l 
alonit tlio o( lirrs I tla^* st^il tiv'Kls to 

tlia right, heiii^i; gualrvl .])V wisps nf straw tual to polos 
stut'k Jii the Now aii^l thcai we saw naai fall 

<)iit*of the lanik.^ (fillers l\iiig in tlu' ftiia’ows, frigged 

I)ul while a'pitiless A ugusl down fro in a eloiifk 

]( ss skg'. Thiek \a‘ll()W ( loin Is of dust raisial hy tin* 
niaiahiiiu'' of the lroo>»s followaal us into ka I kca i h( * ig , a 
pKee of ahout two tliousan<l i n h<d)i ( an ts, 1 hu-<‘ I pul up 
at- tlu' Inmse ot tlu^ 1 >ak< a*,* kS^Ii ni id t. • \\ (' lo'-t' sight ol 
the yiinisterin tlu‘ <aaovd and dust, aiel I on I \nd’taa‘waii ds 

a-^<a I'la 1 lu'd th.it he had aauie og (o ^,ce tin* Iving at tin* 

• 

Nillagi* of ]Jj'rn\a • Tin* jnar<, h ^of t he ti*oops through t hf* 
town ('(y^tiniu'd almo-^t uiii nj(*rrai [>t(*<l]y the wlioh* day. 
A Saxon r^'gi I'ln'iit , \vlinVi wars statiojied (piite ngaf us, 
h’e( pieii 1 1 NWj^cn t tlnur <'a1(*r(*rs (o our Inker for l)L“(*a(k 
(In* su[)pl\^ w'' Y'^sin exhausicd owing (o tin* einuaiious 
demand. ' . 

, • C‘c ^ 

In l In* a It ernnoii^ a >nn * Ihm.^n 1 1 us-^a r- J aa u i gh 1 in a 
numl)(*r oi pia^oinaw^in , meludiim a Idireo wlio had 

exchangt'd his {\‘A lor a eixiTianS hat In another yai I 
ot tin* town wa* wi t nes.'^nd w 1 lK‘(we('n a shoj^nia n a nd 

one of the f(*nial«* (aain o-iol lowau's who )]a<l stolen some ol 
his go(.)ds, whit'll sin* was ohiigcti t<) la'sloos St > far as I 
could se(*, our p(*oj)le alwa\w. panl’toi ^^hat lle v' a Jo'd,* 
sometimes doinuwwen niiua*. . * * 

Tile peoph* win rc I ht<lg<“d w<‘U<' \'t‘r\^ pchitc ami 

g'HMl^ humoured. Jioth Inmhand •ami \^lh^ -^spu^kc a 
t h‘rman dialer't, whn'li wai^^ occasional 1 \' ht lpcd out with 
hda*nch words. kroiiT tin* sacred* [ ah ( u i cs w hich were 
hung <yi tin* walls tln*^^ ctp[)earcd to la* (hatholn's. 1 
irid an opportUT i*t \' lat(*jo>ii g>kd(arig tln*m a small sm* 
vice, wlien sonn* of our .s^^ldnA's i nsisti'U ^w illy nilly upon 
VOL. I 
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a supply* of bread, whkih the baker waa unable to 
gljive them , *618 there were only two^r three loaves in the 
shop, . But I, must do my countrymen^ the justice fo 
say that they wanted the" food .badly, ai^l were willing 
to pay for it. I proposed a comproEcige, which ®was 
accepted ; ’eafSh soldier was at once "te get a good Slice 
and as mhch as evdr he required next' morning. 

On Snnday, the 14th of August, after luncheon, we 
followed the Minister to Herny. .He had taken up' his= 
quarters in* a ^whitewashed peasant’s house, a little off 
the cHigh Street^ where'' his window opened upon a 
dung-hill. As the house was pretty large we all joined 
him there. Count Hatzifeldt’s room also served as our 
office. The King had his quarters at the p^jrish priest’s, 
opposite the venerable old, church. The viP^'>ge con- 
sisted of on6‘ long wide ^treet, with some good 
municipal buildings. At the railway statiqn we found 
everythiifg in The wildest confusion, th / whole place 
littered with torn books, papers, ^ Some soldiers 
kept watclj over twq^Frertch ^^sonere. For several 
hours after 4 p.m. we heard ip/, neavy thunder of cannon 
in dhe direction " of Metz. At tea the Minister said : 
“ I little thought a month' ^o that I should be taking 
tea with you, 'gentlemen, to-day in a farmhouse at 
Herny,” Coming to speak of the Due de Grammont, 
the Count wondered "that, on seeing the failure of his 
stupid policy against us, he had not j.oined the artqy in 
order to expiate Jiis blunders. He ivas quite big and 
strong,, enough to serve as a soldier. “ I should, have 
acted differently in 1866 ff things had not gone so wetl. 
I should hafe at dnee enlisted. Otherwise I could 
ne?|!i^ have shown myself toHhe world again.” o 
„ was frequently called to the Minister’s room to 
receive instrucliions. Our Ulusirated papers were to 
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pubKsh pictures of the charge»at Spich^nberg*, and also 
to deny the staten^nt of* the Constitution'uel that t^e 
frusaians ha<^ burnt down e»verythiug oji their march, 
leaving nothing but ruies.behtnd them.* We could say 
wifli a clear piSnscience that’ we had not observed the 
least sign of this;* * It^ was also thought well Ho reply to 
the Neue "Freie ’Presse, which had hitherto ’been w^ll 
disposed towards us, but had now adopted another 
• policy, possibly “because it had lost some subscribers 
who objeC,ted to its Prussophile forte, or perha{)s there 
was something in the rumoar that the^ranco-Hungarian 
party intended to purchase it. The Chancellor, in giv- 
ing instructions respecting anqther article of the Con- 
stitutionnebf concluded as i^oUows ; “ Say that therp 

never ^fas any question jn»th^ Cabinet Corfncil of a 
cession of Saarbruect tp France. TiiS matter never 
went beycted the stage* of confidential inquiries, *and it 
is self-evided>i'^^at a national Minister, ‘inspireld by the 
national spirit, ^CjUd never have dreamt of such a ccfurse. 
There might, “ho wev^y^haVe be^ some slight basis for 
the rumour. A mi^unr^Estanding or a distortion of the 
fact that previous *to 18^ the qvfestion was raised 
whether ij would not be di^^ilrable to sell the coal mines 
at Saarbrueck, which are State property, to a company. 

I wanted to meet the expenses of the Schleswig-Holstein 
war in this way. But the proposal came it) nothing, 
ox^ing to the King’s obj ections^to the transaction.”,' • 

On Monday, August 15th, about j6 A. M., the Minister 


drove oflf in his carriage, accompaiiied by Cbunt Bis- 
marck- Bo hlen, and followed on horseback by Herr 
Abeken, Herr von Keudell, and Courft Hatzfeldt. The 
rest of* us remained behiftd, ^here wc had plenty of 
work on hand, aad could make ourselves useful in other 
ways. Several detachmopts of infantry^ passed through 
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the village during the cfey, amongst theni beiug three 
^^ussian regiments and a numOr of Pomeranians, 
for ' tho most port tall, g handsome men. The hands 
played Heil dir ini Siegerkranz/' and Ich bin ein 
Preusse.'’ One could sec in the men’s 8yes the fearful 
thirst froiA \<%ich they were suffering. We speedily 
oiTganised^a fire brigade with pails and jugs and gave as 
many as possible a drink of water as they marched by. 
They could not stop. Some took a mouthful in the* 
palms of their hahds, whilst others filled the tin cans 
whicji they carried with tliem, so that at least a few had 
some momentary relief. 

Our landlord, Matthiotej^ knew a little German, but 
his wife only spoke the somewhat unintelligible French 
dialect of this part of fLon.^ine. They were thc?lght not 
to be too friendly towards us, but the Minister had not 
observed it. He had only seen the husband, and said 
he was not a bad fellow. “ He asked me*^^ he brought in 
the "^dinner if I would try his wine. x found it very 
tolerable, on 'my oaring to fdt It he declined, 
and would only accept pa^^^.lA" for the food. He in- 
quired as to the future frontier, and expected that they 
would be better off in the fnctter of taxation.” 

We saw littld of the other inhabitants of the villag:e. 
Those we met were polite and communicative. An old 
peasant woman whom’ I asked for a light for my cigar 
led me into her room and shov^ed mQ a photograph of 
her son in a French uniform. Bursting into tears she 
reproacb_ed the Emperor with the war. Her jrxuvrg, 
gar f on was certainly dead, and she was inconsolable. 

The Councillors r^urned after 3 o’clock, the Minister 
himself coming in a little laiicr. In the meantime we 
were joined by Count Pencel, a pottly gentleman 
with a dark „ beard, Hferr ^ Bamberger, a member 
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of the Reichatag whom Count Bohlen was accustomed 
to call the “ Red .Mw,” and a Herr von fllberg, 

\fras to he appointed to an Administrative position of 
sopge kind. We begaif to . feel ourselves »masters of 
the, conquered country and *to make ouj- arrange- 
ments accordingly, 'As to the pcirtion whvih we at 
that time proposed to retain permanently a telegram to 
St. Petersburg ^yhich I helped to cipher said that if 
it were the will of Providence we ^ntend^d to annex 
Alsace. * . • • 


We heard at dinner t^at the Kihg and the Chan- 
cellor, accompanied by General Steinmotz, had made a 
reconnaissance which took tlfem within about three 
English miles of Metz. ThC ^roncb troops outside thh 
fortressThad been driven * iitto the city and forts on 
the previous day by S/einmetz’s impetuous attack at 
Courcelles. 

In the e’t'^traj.ng, as we sat on a bench outsidg the 
door, the MinistCi'^oined ps for a moment. Ho asked 
me for a cigar, buP^^HQouncill^ Taglioni," ,tke King’s 
decipherer, was qui^kerr^im 1, whioh was a pity, as 
mine were much better. fca, the Chancellor ftien- 

tioned in’ the course o±*f conversation that on two 
occasions he ‘had been in danger of being shot by a 
sentry, once at San Sebastian ,and another time at 
Schluesselburg. From •this wc learned that he alsd 
understood a littbs Spanish. Passing from the Schlhe^el- 
burg story, he came to relate the following anecdote, 
«vliidh, however, I was unable to hear quite clearly, and 
so cannot vouch whether it occurred tp the Minister 
himself or to some one i^sc. , One day the Count was 
walking in the Summer Garden at St. Petersburg, and 
met the Emperor, with whom, as a Minister in high 
favour, his relations w^re somewhat* Unreserved The 
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two, after strolling on together for ^hile, saw a sentry 
pc^tejd in the middle of a grass plwt. Bismarck took 
the liberty to‘ f^sk what/ he was doing* there. The* 
Emperor did not know, and ’ cpiestionecj the aide rfie 
camp, who^^wjy? also unable to explain. ' The' aide «de 
camp 'was < then sent to ask the Gentry. ^is answer- 
was, “ It has been ordered,” a reply which Was repeated 
by every one of whom the aide de camp inquired. The 
archives, weije searc;hed in vain — a sentry ha,d always 
been posted, th^re. At lask an old footman rehrembered 
that W.s father had* told him that the Empress Catherine 
had once seen an early snowdrop on that spot, and had 
given instructions that iCshould not be plucked. They 
could find no better way of^preserving it than bj^lacing 
a gentry to guard it, who %'J'as* afterwards kept on as a 
matter 'of habit. The anti-German feeding in Holland 
and its caqses was then referred to. It was thought to 
be partly due to the circumstance tly r Van Zuyler, 
when he was Dutep Minister .at BerJGi,'’ had made him- 
self unpleasant, and cbrieequeiijl^' did not receive as 
much consideratioii as he lAslred, '.io that he possibly 
left us in ill-humour. . , 

. On the 16th pf August, £t 9.30 A.M.,'we Started for 
Pont k Mousson. On the excellent high" road to that 
town we .^passed through several villages with fine 
'buiklings, containing the joublicf offices and schools. The 
whole way was brightened by 'detachtnents of soldfets, 
horse and foot, and a great variety of vehicles. Here 
and tfesjf6'we"also saw small encampments. A little*^aftep 
3 o’clock we reached. our destination, a town of about 
eight thousand inhabitai^s. passing the market-place, 
where a regiment of Saxon infantry were bivouacked, 
soihe of them lying on the’ground on l)undle8 of straw, 
we turned into th^ Rue St. Laurent, ifere the Chancellor, 
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witti*three of •the Comicillcys, fook up their residence at 
the corner of Rue EBugraf in a little ch^teatf overgrov/ia 
\Cith 'red creepers. The rest ’of the p<h.rty lived a *few 
do<yB off. 1 s]^pt with Saint Blanquart in a:^oom which 
wag a veritable musptmi of natural history and ethnology, 
being filled with fhe most varied trqjihies^froqi all .parts 
of the world. • * * 

After a hasty, toilette wo returned to the office. On 
our way we observed *a nuuiber of.notice.s posted on the 
walls, one* announcing our victory of tJio fourteenth, 
another respecting the abolition of the conscriptioik, and 
a third by the Mayor, apparently in connection with 
some attacks by civilians ,on t)ur troops, warning the 
inhabitants to maintain a prudept attitude. T^ioro wa« 
also an Brder issued by our jKJople strictly enjoining the 
population to k<eep lighfs in their windows at. nighl, 
and to leave the doors of houses and shops Qpen, and 
to deliver up all* arms at the Town Hall. 

During the •gi'eater part of the afternoon wc again 
heard the distant^da^ of cauft^Uy and ascei;tained at 
dinner that there hc^Cd be^l^jp^ewcd fij^hting near Metz. 
8otiie one remarked that perhaps it would not l^c possible 
to prevent tho French retiring to Verdun. The Minister 
replied, siniiing, “ That hardened reprobate Mofk 
(Moltke) says it would be no misfortune, as they would 
then be delivered all tlie*more surely into our hands ’’ — ^ 
whtch must meal* that v^e could surround iind annihilate 
them while they were retreating. Of the other remarks 
iaiad^ by the Cliancellor on this occasion I may^^tn^ntion 
his reference to the small black Saxons, who looked so 
intelligent ” and who pleased h^ so much on his paying 
thepi ^ visit the day before. 'i'hcHo were either the 
dark green ChasJqurs /ir the 108th Regiment which wore 
the same coloured ’unifortn. “ They seem to be sharp, 



88 TBE CHASSEPOTS AT MAPS LA [Aug. 17, 187^ 

ready fellbws/' added* ‘"§nd the fact^ohght to be 
njentioned rd the newspapers.*' r 

Oix the following night we were aw^Jkened several 
times by the steady tramp of infantry and the rumbljng 
of heavy wheels as they if)lled over.the rough pavem^t. 
We heard nexf morning that they* were Hessians. The* 
IVtinister smarted shdrtlj^ after 4 a.m., intending to pro- 
ceed towards M#tz, where an important battle was 
expected either that day or the next. As it appeared 
probable that I should have little tp do I availed myself 
of th^ opportunity! to take a V^alk in the environs with 
Willisch. Going up stream we came upon a pontoon 
bridge erected by the Saxons, who had collected there a 
► large nunaber of conveyances, amongst others some carts 
from villages near Dresden." Wc j^wam across the clear 
deep* river and back again. 

On returning to the bureau in the Rue Raugraf we 
found that the Chancellor had not yet 'arrived. We 
had hews, however, of the. battle which^nad been fought 
the day before to fne w\st of Metz. There were heavy 
losses on our side, and it ^^^y with great difficulty 
that <Bazaine was prevented from breaking through our 
lines. It was understood th i-t the village of Mars la 
Tour was the point at which the conflict had raged 
most violently. The leaden rain of the chassepots was 
literally like a hailstorm. One of the cuirassier regi- 
ments, ^ we were told, with'The ex«.ggeration which is not 
unusual in such cases, was almost utterly destroyed and 
the dr^pon guards had also suffered severely. Not .a 
single division escaped without heavy losses. To-day, 
however, we had superior numbers^ as the French had 
had yesterday, and if the tatter attempted another*sortie 
we paight expect to be victorious. 

It did not, however, appear Qerta.in, and we were 




accoi^ingly* somewhat un^y.* We could not sit still 
or think steadily, a:p3, as in fever, we wef^ oppressatf 
by thS same idbas, which returned agaifl and again. * We 
walked to the fbarket arfti then to the Sridge^ where we 
saw^the -vyoun^d, Aylw.were ndw gradually coming in, 
those with light ‘injuries on foot and the ^othefs in 
ambulance cars. On the road towards Metz we mot,^ 
batch of.over 120^ prisoners. They were for the most 
‘part small, poor-lookibg specimens,; but there were also 
amongst tVem some tall, brojjd-shoulderod fellows from 
the guards, who could be recognised by the white 
facings of their tunics. Then once more to the niarket- 
place and around the gardcp bt^iind the house, where a 
dog lies butied ufider a tosnlTstpue with the following 
touching inscription 


f 

G11A.RD Au^ert itriTAPnK A sa chienne. 
lei tu gin, nia vieillo Hmio» 
lAi n’es done pour mes vieux journ. 

G toi, ma Diano chorio, 

• 5^6 to pleurerai toujourn. 

At length, aboulj G Cinincellor returned. 

No, great battle had taken ^lacc that day, but it •was 
highly probable that an engagement would occur on the 
morrow. Ths Chief told us at dinner that he ha^ 
visited his eldest son. Count Herbert, in the field 
ambulance '^t Maria ville^ where he was lying in con-* 
8e<^iaence of a bullet wound in the thigli, w.hich hfe had 
received during the general cavalry .charge at Mars la 
Xo.ury After riding about for some time the -Mipistej 
at length found his son in a /armhouse with a consider 
able number of other‘wounded soldiers. They were in 
charge^f a surgeon, who was unable to obtain a supply 
of water, and '\<fho §crupled to take the turkeys and 
chickens that wertf running ‘about tha 'yard for the use 
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of liis pationts. He said die could added the 

Minister, “ and all our arguments \\ jre in vain. I then 
threatened to ^hoot the poultry witli revolver anil 
afterwards ,gave liim twenty ffancs to pay for fifteen. 
At last I Remembered tfrat I was* a Prussian- General, 
and erdei^al him to do as I told him, whereupon he 
ort^^yed me. I had, however, to look for the water 
myself and to have it fetcluMl in harrelsd' 

In the meantime the American (leneral Sheridan 
had arrivxal irx’ the town, and asked f<ir an interview 
with the Chancellor. He had come from (diicago, and 
lodged at the (A’oix Blanc in the market-place. At the 
desire of the IMinister I called upon G (moral Sheridan 
and informed him that Count Bismar(‘k would be 
pleased to see him in the < ourse of the evening. The 
general was a small, corpuhuit gentPman of about 
forty-five, with dark moustache and chin tuft, and 
spokf. the purest Yankee dialect. He was acc(,mi}>anied 
by his aide dc ('amp, Forsythe, and a joiirnalist named 
IMacLean, -who served kman interpreter, acting at the 
.same time as war ('orrespv wont tor the Nciv York 
World. 

During the night further strong contingents of 
troops maiadied through the town — Saxo^is, as we as- 
certained next da}e In tlu^ morning we heard that the 
tying and Chancellor had gone' <_)fi at 3 A.yr. A. battle 
was being fought on abcjut the same g?-ound as that of 
the 16th, and it appears as if this engagement were to 
prove . v^h;;cisiv(e It will be easily^ understood thac we^ 
were still more excited than we had been during the 
last few days. Uneasy, and impatient for particulars 
of what was passing, we started in the direction of 
McbZ, going some four kilometia^s Pom Pont a IMousson, 
suffering both mentally and pbysiciilly, from our 
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^xiety and pw.spen.s^ as well as lioni tlic sweltering 
eat of a windless' Jay and a l>lazing sky* We nn^ 
aiimbers of the less severely founded ‘coming towards 
;he#to\vn, siug^, in cohplea, and in large companies, 
sonx; stiH caA'ied thfeir rifles, while others leant upon 
sticks. Ong had the fed cape of a, Jl^'reindi ca^valryinan 
thrown over Ifis shoid<lers. They had fought twa.^ da 
licfore at Mars la Tour and Gorzc‘. They had only 
iicard rumpurs of this day’s battle, ajid these, p:opd and 
bad as the;^ happened* to be, soon eneulated in an 

exaggerated form throughout the tbwn. Tlu'. g;ood 
news at length seemed to get the iit)per hand, althougli 
late in the (^‘veiling we had ^still* heard nothing definite. 
We dined without our (Jliief, fgr whom we w,;iited iif 
vain unfil midnight. Lathr* on we he^^^^d that he, ae- 
eonipanied by fHieridan and Count Jbsmarek-JJohlen, 
was with the King at Rezonville. 

On Friday, August the 19th, wlum W(" ascfudained 

for (M:^rtain the Gf^r^nans had been vi(‘torious, 

« • 

Alfeken, l\eud<dl, llatzfeldt drove to ]he batllf^- 

lield. At Gorze th? Coift^lfflors got, out, intending to 
prOee(‘d furtlier on horsidfaek. 'I'l le narrow road •was 

blocked w^ith all sorts of ioonv(*yanees, so tlnit it was 
impossible foi' our carriage to ])ass. From tie* sann^ 
direction as (^ursidves canu' (\arts ^vith hay, sti^iw, wood, 
and baofnranro wliile aniThunition waggons and vehi(‘l(‘s' 

O O Q ^ ^ O O 

conveying the w’ounded wane coming tlui othcF w^ay. 
The latter were being moved into tht liousf s, nearly all 
<^f v^ich W(‘rc turned into hospitals and wa^rOvJistin - 
guished by the Geneva •cross. ^ t ^almost eva^ry 

window we could see mcr^ with their heads or arms in 
bandages. 

After about an hfiur’s d^day we were able to nmve 
slowly forw^ard. d'he road to the ri^lit not far from 
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Gorze would have taken us iti littk over dialf an hour 

to Kezonville, where I was to mAit the Minister and 

our horsemerr. ^*My .maji however, failed to give me 

any guidance, and I was afraid^of goin^too near Metz. 

I therefore^ followed the^high road furth^, arni passing 

a fann w]jere the Ijouse, barn and stables were full of 

\fpunded, we came to the village of Mars fca Tour. 

Immediately behind Gorze we bad already, met^ 
traces of the battl^e,-^pits dug in the earthy by shells, 
branches torn* off by shoi, and some dead horses. As 
we went on we cflnie upon the latter more frequently, 
occasionally two or three together, and at one place a 
group of eight carcases.* Most of them were fearfully 
Swollen, jvith their leg^in the air, wEile their heads lay 
slack on the gjround. Tfiefe was an encampment of 
Saxbn.troops in Mars la Tou?. The 'Ullage seemed to 
have suffered Ijttlc from the engagement of the 16th. 
Onl]^ one house was burned down. I asked a lieutenant 
of Uhlans where Rezonville. was. He •did not know. 
Where wa^ the Krng At a place about two hours 
from here/' he ^aid, Sirection/' — pointing 

towtirds the east. A peasant woman having directed 
us the same way^ we took tEat road, which brought us 
after a time to the village of Vionville.* -Shortly before 
reaching ^Jiis place I gaw for the first time one of the 
^soldiers who had fallen in the late battle, a Prussian 
mu^kfiteer. «His features were’ as dafirk as those of a 
Turco, and were fearfully bloated. All the houses in 
the vili<rge were full of men who were severely wovSdeA 
German and ^ French assistant-surgeons and hospital 
attendants, all wearing ,tho jGeneva cross, were busy 
moving from place to place. 

^ I decided to wait there for the J&inister and the 

* • . 

CoUBcillorSj as I ‘believed they must certainly pass that 
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way »oon. .As*! went toward* the bat^efield* through 
a side street I* saw.^human leg lying in a* ditch, h*^ 
CQverod with »a. bundle of Idood-staiae^ rags. . Shine 
four hundred yaces froqa .the ‘village v^ere two parallel 
pit^ about thi^ hundred feet* in length, aUd neither 
wid^ nor* deep, at 'which the grave diggers* were still 
working. Near by had been collected a greal mass <jf 
German and Vrench dead. Some of the bodies were 
Jialf naked, but inost of them were still in uniform. 
All were of a dark grey colour aftid wete fearfully 
swoll^i from the heat. There might have beeq one 
hundred and fifty corpses in all, and others were* being 
constantly unloaded from the (jarts. Doubtless, many 
had already, been J^uried. * J^urther on in the direction 
of Metz ifho ground rose slightly ,*and tliere in particular 
great numbers appeared# to have fallen.* The ground 
was everywhere covered with French caps, Prussian 
helmets, knapsacks, arms,- uniforms, * underclothing, 
shoes, and paper. Here and there in the furrows *of a 
potato field la*y single bodies, on^ with a whole leg torn 
away, another with half blown off, while some 

had the right hand s'tretchea out stiffly pointing towards 
the .sky. There were also few single graves, marked 
with a chassepot stuck in the ground 'or with a crosfe 
made from the wood of a cigar box roughly tied together. 
The effluvium was very noticeable, and at tifnes, when 
the .wind came from the direction of a heap of# dead 
horses, it became unendurable. , 

u, was time to return to the carriage, and bgfiides I 
Imd seen quite enough of the battlefield- I took another 
way back, but I was again obliged to pass further masses 
of the .dead, this time all*Freliclu Near some of the 
bodies lay packats of letters^ that had been carried.d*^ 
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their knap^cka I brought some of these with m® as 
^ewento, Mmongat them being Germai 

frolh , one AjiaAtasia St^mpf, oi Scb^crweilerf ne^ 
Schlettstadt. These'I fofind.Jjing by at French soldier 
who had 'been stationed" at Caen shccrtly before* the 
outbreak *of*the war. One of them, in mdiffe^’ent 
g|)elling, was dated hhe 25th of the Hay Month, 1870,” 
and concluded with the words, “We constantly commend 
thee to the protection of the Blessed Virgin ! ” • 

It ’was' 4 o’clbck when I got back, and as the 
Minister had not ^arrived, wo returned to Gorze. Here 
we met Keudell, who, with Abekcn and Count Hatzfeldt 
had called upon the Chjef at Kezonville. During the 
battle of the 18th instant, jvhich was. decided at Grave- 
lotte, the Minister had,'’to^ther wdth the King, yentured 
d considerable* distance towards the front, so that for a 
time both of them wore in some* danger. Bismarck had 
afterwards with his owm -hands tako*i water to the 
wounded. At 9 r.M. I saw him again safe and 
sound at Pont h'Mov^ason, \vherc wckall took supper 
with him. * Naturally, tl^;- conver.sa.tion tuimed for the 
moat part on the last tw'o l^ttles and the resulting gains 
and losses. The Freflch hSd^fallen in huge masses. The 
Minister had seeb. our artillery mow down whole lines 
of their ^ards near Gravelotte. We had also suffered 
severely. * Only the losses of the 16 th of August were 
known up to the present. V A great many i\oble 
Prussian families \yill go into mourning,” the Chief said. 

“ Wes^hlen and Reuss lie in their graves, Wedeb , and 
Finkenstein are d^d, Rahden (Lucca’s husband) is shot 
through both dheeks, tind a crowd ©f officers commanding 
regiments or battalions hhve Cither fallen or are severely 
WQunded. The whole field near Mars la Tour was 
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yesterday jjtilJ* white and blue wit# th^ -Jbodies of 
ouirasaiera an3 drag^na. ” * In explanation gf this atate- 
jpentf we ^er% infoiMied thatjaear the yillage referred fo 
there had beea a great ^yalr^ charge upon the j^rench, 
wht) were preswing forward ill the direction of Verdun, 
Thfa charge was .Thpefled by the enem)i’8 infantry in 
Balaclava fashion; but had so far.seifved its pifrposfe that 
the French were kept in check until reinforcements 
• arrived. The Chancellor’s two sons had also gallantly 
ridden into that leaden KailstornS, the elder receiving 
no less than three ‘bullets, * one passing through the 
breast of his tunic, another hitting his watch, ajid the 
third lodging in his thigh. The younger appears to 
have escaped unhurt. The. Chief related, evidently 
with sopie pride, how Count* Bid rescued two Comrades 
who had lost their horaes, 'dragging them out of the 
mM6e in his powerful grasp and riding oflf with them. 
Still more German blood was shed on the 18 th, but we 
secured the victory, and obtained the object of our 
sacrifices. Th*at evening Bazaine’e* army had finally 
retired to Metz, an(J eve g^Fa w^ officers wbobi we had , 
captured admitted fhat t^^ now bdlieved their ^use 
was lost. , The Saxons, wjmffiad made long marches on 
the two previous days, were able to take an important 
part in the ?)attle near the village of Saint Privat. 
They now occupied the road to Thionville, 8<yi;hat Metz^ 
wpa entirely surrounded by our troops, ^ , 

It appeared that the Chancellor did not quite approve 
of the course taken by the military authorities in both 
battles. Among other things he said that S^inmetz 
had abused the really* astounding galfentsy of our men — 
he vtas a spendthrift of*blo<5d.” The Minister spoke 
with violent indignation of the barbarous manner in 
whidi the French' condu<jteddhe war ;^^ey were aai<f to 
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have fixed upoiP the Geneva cross and even -upon h, { 
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(A truce 

Sheridan seepaed to li^ve Bpee 


ily goi on a friem 


footing with, tho^ J^^finistor^ <i3 J mstpuctsd to inv^ 
him and his two compaiuohs to dinner o^^ the followin 
evening. • o ^ • 

At 11* o'clock oil the 20th of Aug’ust th^ Chancello 
received a visit from the Crown Prince, who wr 
stationed with his troops about* twenty-five Englisl 
miles from Pont h Moiisson on the road fronr Nancy t( 
ChMons. In tl^e afternoon some twelve hundrec 
prisoners, including two carts conveying officers, passcc 
through the Rue Notre Dame in charge of a detachment 
of Prussian cuirassiers. Sheridan, Forsythe and MacLeai 
dined that evening with th^ Minister, who k^pt up t 
lively conversation in good English with the Americar 
general. The Chief and his American guests had cham 
pagne aild porter. The latter was drunk out of pewtei 
mugs, one of which the Minister filled for me. I mentior 
this because no oi>o els^at table had pester, and the gift 
was particularly welcome ^iiicup we left Saarbrueck 
we had had no beer. Sh^idan, who was known as a 
successful soldier on the Fod^ral side in the last year of 
the American Civil War, spoke a good deal. He told us 
of the hardships he and his companions had undergone 
during the ride from Ihe Rocky Mountains to Chicago, 
of th^ fearful swarms of »*mo3quitoes, of a great heap of 
bones in California or thereabouts in which fossils were 
found, and of buffalp and bear hunting, See. The Chan- 
cellor ^so told some hunting stories. One day in Fin- 
land he found-hinrself in dangerous proximity to a big 
bear. It was white with snow, and he had barely been 
able to see it. At last I fired, howewer, and the bear 
fell some six paces from me. But it was not killed, and 
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might get tip .again. I kngw ^hat I had to eJEpect, and 
so without stirring l^uietly reloaded, and aft soon as^t 
stirred I shot ft dead.” • • • . * 

^We were very busy •on the forenoon of the 21 at of 
August, prepa??ng reports and leading articles to be for- 
warded to Germafty. • We heard that the Bear^ of ^ flag 
of truce who was fired upon by the* French was Captain^r 
Major V^rdy, of Moltke's general staflF, and that the trum- 
peter who accompanied hiqi was Trustworthy 

information was received fro nj Florence ta the effect that 
Victor Emmanuel and his Ministers had, in consequence 
of our victories, decided to observe neutrality, which up 
to that time was anything |)ut certain. Now it was at 
last possible* to estitnate, at loaSt approximately, J:he losses ^ 
of the I^ench at Courcellesf Mars le Tour, and Gravelotte. 
The Minister pu^ them sft about 50,000 men during the 
three days, of whom ab(5ut 12,000 were killed. He added : 
‘‘The ambition* and mutual jealousy of some of our 
generals was ^tg blame for the severity of our losses. 
That the guards' charged too a^n \^as entirely duetto 
their jealousy of th^ Saxv^il^^^o were^coraing up behind 
th^m.*’ • 

That afternoon I ha(|p i^ome *talk with one of the 
dragoon guar^.^ who had been in tlfe charge on the 
French battery on the 16th. He maintaip^ that 
besides Finkenstein and Reuse, the two TresKOWS were - 
als# dead and buried; and that after the battle •one 
squadron had been formed out of the three squadrons of 
bi8>^egiment that had been in action, and one i:egiment 
out of the two dragoon regirpents that had been engaged. 
He spoke very modeStly about that galla*nt deed. “ We 
had t<y charge," he said, “ tn orSer to prevent our artillery 
being taken by the^ enemy." While I was talking to 
him some Saxon •infantry {)assed by •with a batch of 
VOL, I H ^ 
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about 150 prisonerH. I ascertained from the • escort? thf 

a^er their long inarch the ^axon^'^had fought in th 
battle ;iear Rqpcourt and Saint Privat. ©nee they ha 
charged with thft bayonet and .the butt •’ends of thei 
rifles. They had lost » good mtiiiy oflShers, inclutiin; 
General Kxauashaar. , * » 

f As I entered thd room that evening at tea time th 
Chief said : “ How are you, doctor ? ” 

“ I thank your Excellency, quite well.” 

“Have you .seeft something of what has b^en goinj 
on?” 

“Yes, your Excellency, the battlefield near Vionville. 

“ It is a pity you \vere not with us to share ou 
afl ventures on the 18th.” » , 

The Chancellor then’w'ent. on to give us a fulbaccouni 
of his experience's during the laot hours of the battle anc 
the following night. 1 shall give these and other par- 
ticulars later oh, as I heard them from the Minister. 
Herd I will only mention that the King had ventured 
too far to the front, wjdch Bismarck thought was not 
right. Referring to our<!m§U, tha American General 
Sheiydan said : “ Your ii^htry is the best in the 

world ; but it was wrong'^ofj your generals to advance 
their cavalry as they did.” 1 may further mention that 
Bohlen, in the course of the conversation said to the 
..Chancelldf' : “ Did you* hear how the Bavarian muttered 
when cthe result seemed ^<ioubtful — ‘ Things look bad 1 
It’s a bad case t ’ — ^d was obviously delighted to think 
we were going to be> beaten ? ” The Bavarian refarred 
to was Prince Luitpold. The name of General Steimnetz 
then came up. “ Ttfe Chancellor said that he was brave, 
but self-willed and excesMvely vain. Small and, slight 
of ^guce, when he came into the Diet he always stood 
uew the Presideoit’s chair so as .to be noticed. He used 
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to Attract* attention by pretending to be very busy taking 
notes of what wenl»n, as if he were following the dej|p.te 
►with great care. “He evidently thought; the newsf)aperB 
wnpuld mentibn it, aad- praise his z6al. If I am not 
mistaken hi§''*calcuhition proved correct/’ * 

On Monday*, the 22nd of August,* I \yote^in my 
diary: “C^led'to the Chief at lT)’30 a.m. He a^ed 
first a/ter my health and whether I also had been • 
attacked by dysentery. He had had a bad time of it 
the night before. The Count do^n vith dysentery 1 
God save him from it ! • It would* be worse than the 
loss of a battle. Without him our whole cause would* 
be reduced to uncertainty and vncillation.” 

On the instrructions . of the Chief I ^ sent the. 
Kolnixhe Zeitung the tfajislation of part of a con- 
fidential report accoiding to whicll the Ecapefror 
Alexander was favourably disposed towards the French. 

I also wired tX) Berlin respecting the* closing of some 
small telegraph offices the officials ’ of which* were 
required for the field service.^^ • 

There is no longer iy|^aoubt that we* shall retain * 
.^sace and Metz, with iw environs, in case of a final 
victory qver France. Tl# Considerations that have led 
the Chancell^or to thi^ conclusion,* and which hAve 
already been discjussed in an academic w^jt^'in* the 
English press, are somqwhat as follows ; — 

, . A war indqpinity, howewr great it may boi, would 
not compensate us for the enormous sacrifices we have 
jnikie. We must protect South Germany with its 
exposed position against French attapks, and thus put an 
end to the pressure Exercised upbn it Ify France during 
two eenturies, especially %s tl^ pressure has during the 
whole time gCeatly contrib^uted to German disorgf^iisa- 
tion and confusum. Badeil, WUrtentberg, and the other 

H 2 
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gouth- western districts muibt ry>t in future ^ threatened 

bjf^iStrassbujg and subject to attaJ^V -fr®™ point. 

This 'also applies 'to Bavaria. Within tfiO yeartf the 
French have madh war upon South-west (jermany mgre 
than a dozdn times. Efibrts were.madef jn 1814 and 
1815 in a |orb5hring spirit to secure guarantees against 
a renewal of such attacks. That forbearance, however, 
was without effect, and it would now also remain fruit- 
less. The danger lies in the incurable arrogance and ^ 
lust of power which is part of the French character, 
qualities that might be abused by every ruler — not by 
any means by the Bonapartes alone — for the purpose of 
attacking peaceful neighbours. Our protection against 
5 this evil does not lie in vain attempts periodically to 
soothe French susceptibilithis^»but rather in securing a 
wfell-defended frontier. France^ by repeatedly annexing 
German territory and all the natural defences on our 
western frontier, has put herself in a position to force her 
way into South Germany with a comparatively small 


force before assistahcc 


be brought from the north. 


Such invasions have repeS^^Jy occurred under Louis 
XI Vi and his successor, as well as under the Republic 
and the First Empife, aAd^ the sense of insecurity 
oblig es the German States to reckon constantly with 
Franco....;^hat the annexation of a piece of territory 
—will produce bitter feelings amongst the French is a 
matter* of no, consequence. Such feelings would exist 
in any case, even owithout any cession of territory. 
Austria did not lose an acre of soil in 1866, and^ej 
what thanks have we had^? Our victory at Sadowa 
had already filled the French with hatred and vexation. 
How much stronger must tha^ sentiment be after our 
Tiotories at Wdrth and ^etz t Revenge for thoee 
defeats will oontiaue to bd the wax ery in Faria even 
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witBont any^ annexation, will spread to •influential 
oirolee in the prov^^ces, just as the idea of revenge^r 
SVaterloo watf kept alive there for deeades. An. ehemy 
w^o cliannot lae turned • into a fidenH by considerate 
treatment n^ttst be. rendered thoroughly mid perma- 
nently harmless. • J^ot the demolition, but th^ surrcnder, 
of the eastern fortresses of Fraftice can alone serve ^ir 
purposQ. Whoever desires disarmament must wish to 
see France's neighbours adopt tlys course, as France is 
the sole djsturber of ^Europe^ peace, and will remain so 
as long as she can. • * 

It is astonishing how freely this idea of the ChieFs 
now flows from one’s pen.^ What looked like a miracle 
ten days aJgo seems now quite natural and ajnatter ef 
course.* Perhaps the suggeSjiion as to a German Empire 
which is understood to Have been mentioned dufing the 

visit of the Crown Prince is also an idea of the same 

• * 

kind. Blessings follow closely upon each other’s heels. 
We may now Regard everything as probable. 

At dinner the Minister complained of th^ excessive 
frugality with whicji the^^^^l^lfciiial officials of the Royal 
Household catered for the J^ing’s table. “ There is seldom 
any champagpe, and in matter of food also short 
commons is the^ rule. When I glance *at the number^if- 
cutlets I only take one, as I am afraid thaP^stliSFt^se 
somebody else would Ivave to go without.” These re- 
nyurks, like simU^ hints givem recently, vere inrteAded 
for one or other of the gentlemen from the Court, with 
j tmew to their being repeated in* the proper quarter. 
The conversation then turqed on the improper, not to 
say disgraceful, macmer in which the French soldiers 
carried on the war. Th^ Minister said they had killed 
one of our officers near Mprs la Tour (Finkensteio, 1 
believe it was) while he Was sitting «wounded by the 
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roadside. One o? the coni^paii^ maintained^ that he had 
be^ shot, but another said that an "j^^mination of the 
body ' by a doctor showed that the ofliOer had been* 
stabbed. The Chief remarked tlmt if he had to choo^, 
he should prefer being stabbed to bein^ shA'^. 

Count H^rb^t has been brought m* from the Field 
Hc^ital, and a bed lias been prepared for^ him on the 
floor in his father s room. I was talking to him to-day. 
His wound is painful, but up to the present it does not ' 
appear to be do^ngerous. He is to return tOoGermany 
one of these days, where he will remain until he has 
recovered. 
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On Tuesday, August 23rd, we were to contiaue our 
journey westwards. Sheridan, and his companions were 
to accompany us* or to follow without delay. E^- 
gierungftpraesident von Ku^hlwetter remained behind 
as Prefect ; Count Henbkel went to Saargemund • and 
Count Renard, a huge figure with a beard of cor- 
responding amplitude, went to Nancy in a similar 
capacity. Bamberger, the member ' of Parliabnent, 
visited us again. I also notijj^ H%rr Stieber on one 
occasion in the njighbfi^^od of the house at the 
corner of the Rue Raugr^and as 1 was walking ^bout 
the town, to t^ke a last lo^'at tltb place before leaving, 
I saw the fin^-drawn, wrinkled, cledn shaven face 
Moltke, whom I had last seen as he entered the^Jl^f^fgn 
Office in company with, the Minfster of War five or six 
d^ys before the declaration of hostilities. It seamed to 
me that his features wore to-d^ an expression of 
peHect content and satisfaction. • 

On my return to the office I was .much interested by 
a report of the view^ recently expressecf by Thiers as to 
the immediate future of France. He regarded it as 
certain that in 'case of victory we should retain Alsace. 
The defeat of I^apoleoa w6uld be fallowed by the loss 
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of his thipiffe. fte would,be succeeded for a few months 
^ a Ilepul^ic, and then probably one of the Orleans- 
family, or perh^s by I^eopold oi Belj^um, who, ac- 
cording to the source ’fronf which our info-mant obtained 
hia news (c^ne of Rothschild's confidants),' was known on 
the best authqfity to be extremely ahxbitious. 

We lift Pont "k Mousson at 10 o’clock. In the 
vfilages along the road the houses stood side by^ide as 
in a town. Most of them possessed handsome municipal 
buildings and sehoels, and some had seeming!^ ancient 
Gothic churches. ^ On the other side of Gironville the 
road passes a steep hill, with a wide prospect of the 
plain beneath. Here we left the carriages in ordnr to 
ease the load for the horses. The Chancellor who drove 

c 

at the head of our party whh Abeken also got out and 
wall^ed for a quarter of an hour, his big boots reminding 
one of pictures of the thirty years’ war. Moltke walked 
beside him ; the greatest strategist of our days striding 
along towards Paris on a country road near the French 
frontier in company with the greatest statesman of our 
time ! 

After we had returned^ Vo the carriages we saw a 
numiber of soldiers to the right putting up a telegraph 
line. Shortly after 2 o’clock we came to Commercy, a 
’'b^i^ht little town with about 6,000 inhabitants. The 
white blifids in the better class houses were for the most 
part drawn down, as if the occupants did not wish to 
see the hated Prussians. The people in blouses were 
more curious and less hostile. 

The Chief, together with Abeken and Keudell, took 
up their quarte-rs iu the chateau of Count Macore de 
Gaucourt in the Rue des Fontaines, where a Prince von 
Schwarzburg had lodged, and which was now occupied 
by the lady of the house. ' Her liuaband was in the 
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Freiwfti army and was accojdingly with^iis regiment i 
the field. He wap ^ very distinguished •gentlema^ 
baing descendull frcyn the old Dukes of^Lcgraine. .There 
waa^a pretty fldwer garden near tKe hoTise, and behind 
it was a large ^ooded, park. I “put up not far from the 
Minister’s quarters at No. 1 Rue Heurt#bis*e^ where I 
had a friendl}r and obliging landlord and an excelle^ 
fourpost .bed. I called afterwards on the Chancellor, 
whom I fowid in the* garden, and asked if there was 
anything fijr me to do. After thinlAng ^r a nioment, 
he said there was, and an hour later •! provided work 
bpth Ibr the Field Post and the new telegraph line. 

* Arhongst other things I wrote the following para- 
graph : “ It 'is now quite clear* that the Prince^ of the, 
Orleans family consider tlmtf tlieir time has come, as 
they expect to see the staf of the Napoleons sink lower 
arid lower. In order to emphasise the fact that they 
are Frenchmen, they have placed their 'swords in the 
present crisis at the service of their country. The 
Orleans lost their throne in grea^^art iJlirough their own 
sluggishness and th^ ind^j^ence to the development 
of 'neighbouring States, ^xhey would now appear 
determined, to regain it by ^efgy, dnd to maintain their 
p^ition by flattering French chauvinism, and love of*^ 
glory and universal dominion. Our work is 
done. A decisive victory is probable, but is not yet 
cert^n. The fall pf Napoleon seems near at hand^ but 
it is not yet accomplished. Even shqpld it occur, could 
we^ bi view of the considerations already mentioned, 
rest content with it and accept it as the sole result of 
our exertions, could wer feel confideilt df hrfving attained 
our principal object, nameljd to aecure peace' with France 
for 'many years 'to come? No one can answer that 
question in the affirmative* 'A peace vith the Orleans 
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on the French throne be still mgre* a mockery 

t^an one ^th Napoleon, who m^^t already have had 

enough of ‘ hi gloire.’ ^ooner or later® we shoftld be 

again challenge*d by France,- who prolmbly woul*^ be 

then better prepared 5nd w'ogld ^have secured more 

powerful *alli^.” 

Three reserve arrrfy corps are to be formed in Ger- 
many. One, and the strongest, near Berlin ; one on 
the Rhine ; and a tljird at Glogau in Silesia, in conseP- 
quence of the equivocaj attitude of Austria. That 
would be a purely defensi''?e measure. The troops on 
the Rhine are to be commanded by the Grand Duke of 
Mecklenburg, those near I^erlin by General von Can- 
«tein, and those at Glp^ffu by Generkl von Lowenfeld. 

Towards evening the ifiihtary band played Before the 
fesldepce of tke King, the street urchins holding their 
notes for the musicians in the friendliest possible 
manner. The King had also stopped at Commercy 
during the war against the First Napoleon. 

Couqts Waldfersce -^nd Lehndorff, and Lieutenant- 
General von Alvenslebe^i (fron? Magdeburg) were 
amongst the Chief s gue^s at dinner. Alvenslpben 
told us the story of a so-ca'?ed “ Marl-Majo#” who was 
accustomed to a’ttribute all sorts of ocqurrences to geo- 
gnboti'' jsauses. He reasoned somewhat in this style : 
“ It follows from the character' and conduct of the Maid 
of '•Orleans that she coUld only have been bom on a 
fertile marly soil, that she was fated to gain a victory in 
a limestone country, and to die in a sandstone distrietr,” 

Speaking of the barbarpus way in which the French 
conducted the* war, Alvensleben 5aid that they had also 
fired upon a *flag of truce at'Toul. On the other hand; 
a^^ officer who for a joke rode along* the glacis had g 
friendly chat with the gentlemen ftn the walls. 



i<»7 



questidh whether it would bg possible to take Psuris by 
gtorm in spite of its. I^rtifications was anawefed in th8% 
affir mative by tllfe military guest^p. General *AlvenBleben 
said “ A great Mty of that- kind cannot be successfully 
defended if it is attacked by a* sufficiently Numerous 
force.” Count Waldersee wislied to “ see Babei utterly 
destroyed,” an<^ brought forward Jir^ments in favou^, 
of that measure with which I was immensely pleased. 
The Minister, however, •replied : “ Xcs, that would be a 
very good thing, but it^is impqjssible for many reasons. 
One of these is that numbers of Germans in Cologne 
and Frankfort have considerable sums invested thefe.” 

The conversation then turned upon our conquests 
in France and those ^till to bo made. Alvensleben was- 
in favour* of keeping the eoQntry up to the Marne. 
Bismarck had another ideA, which, however, he s^enlecf 
to think it impossible to “realise. “My ideal would Ije,” 
he said, “ a kind t)f German fcolony, a neutral State of 
eight or ten rajllion inhabitants, free from the con- 
scription and whose taxes shoul^ flow* to Ger^iany so 
far as they were no^ req^|U»d for domestic purposes. 
France would thus lose a dif^ict from which she draws 
her best soldiertj, and woul(^d rendered harmless. In 
the rest of Franpe no Bourbon, no Orleanis^, and 
bably no Bonaparte, neither Lulu ^thc Princc Jgjp^fTO) 
nor the fat Jerome, nor. the old one. I did not wish 
for jwar in connection with the “Luxemburg, affair,- as I 
knew that it would lead to six oth«r8. But we must 
nojv*put an end to all this. However, we must not 
sell the bear’s skin before we Jiave killed it. I confess 
I am superstitious in* that resj>ecf.” “ Jlever mind,” 
said Count Waldersee, “ ouf bear is already badly hit.” 

The Chief then again referred to the royal table 
and to the frugal manner in ^frhich food 'was doled out 
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to the guests, his remiirkg^, being probably* intenfled for 

^k>unt Lekndorff, who was exp«ted to repeat them. 

We had cutlets therej recently, and i could not take 
two, as there * was only ona apiece *for us. E^bbit 
followed, ^nd I debated* with ruyself whether I should 
tak^ a fecolfd portion, although I* could easily have 
^panaged four. At hength hunger overcaihe my polite- 
ness, and I seized a second piece, though I pm sure I 
was robbing somebo^ly else.’’ * • 

The Chancellor then jvent on to speak Af his sons. 
“ I hope,” he said, “ I shhll be able to keep at least 
one of my youngsters— I mean Herbert, who is on his 
way to Germany. He got to feel himself quite at 
♦home ip camp. Formerly he was’ apt bf be haughty, 
but as he lay woundedj at Font k Moussotr he was 
klrfiost more friendly with ftie common troopers who 
visited him than with the officers.” 

At tea we were told that in 1814 the King had his 
quarters in the same street where h^ now lives, next 
door to ^ the hoifse he^^occupies at present. The Chief 
seems to fiavo spoken to to^ay alxmt decorating 

Bavarian soldiers with tlm Iron Cross. The Minister 
said: “My further 'plan* campaign for his Majesty 
that part of* his e.scort should be. ^nt on ahead. 
Tlfe*Mi(iU^ntry must be scoured by a company to the 
right and left of the road, and the Koyal party must 
remain together. Pickets must be, posted at stated 
intervfds. The King approved when I told him that 
this had been done also in 1814. The Sovereignly (Jid 
not drive on that, occasion^ but went on horseback, and 
Russian soldihrs, *tw*enty paces Apart, lined the whole 
route.” Somebody suggeStetl the possibUifcy that 
peasants or franctirours might fire ’ at the King. 
“ Certainly,” added the Chiefs “and* what makes it so 



importi^nfc appoint is that the personage In question, if 
he is ill or wounded ^ otherwise out of sort», has onl]^ 
to say ^Gro bacl#! ’ and we mu8| all of us gp back/\ • ^ 

\ye left Comfuercy ne^ct. dayat lioon, passing several 
military detachrhents ^pd a number of encampments on 
our way. The measures of precaution menfipu^d by 
the Chief had' been adopted. We were preceded by a 
squadron of uhlans and escorted by the Stabswache, wbicfi 
farmed a bright picture of many colours, being recruited 
from the vanous cavalry regiments, sOcli ^^s greefi, red, 
and blue hussars, Saxon and Prussian dragoons, &c. 
The carriages of the Chancellor’s party followed close 
behind those of the King’s. For. a long time we did not 
come across £f4iy villages. Tkeii^ we passed through St. , 
Aubin, and soon after came milestone by the road- 

side with the words '' Pari^241 kilometresV’ so that we 
were only a distance of 'some thirty-two German 'miles 
from Babel. Wt 2 afterwards passed a* long line of 
transport carts belonging to the regiments of King J<3hn 
of Saxony, the Grand Duke of Il(^e, &e. , which showed 
that we were now in ^e dis^r^t occupied by the Crown 
Prince’s army. 

Shortly afterwards we ^tared *thc small town of 
Ligny, which was throngea ^ith Bavitrian and other * 
soldiers. We waited for about three-quarters 
hour in the market-place which crowded with all 

sortq of conveyances, while the Chief paid a visit ta the 
Crown Prince. On our starting once more we met 
furjjifer masses of blue Bavarian infantry, some light 
horse collected round their camp fires, then a second 
squadron with a herd of cattle guarde<i by soldiers, and 
finally a third larger encaitipmfent within a circle of 
^baggage waggons: 

Bar le Due, th« largest town in ^\vhich we have 
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stayed «p to ^le pre.seiyt, njay have a population bf som 
d 5,000. •The streets and aqu^es presented a livel 
pihtpre as v^e drove through, and we c^Pught gliftipses o 
curious femalS faces watchin^us throng the blind^ Oi 
the arrival of the Kin^ the Bayaj-ian band played “ Hei 
dir im ,Sieg|ferkranz.” He took up* his quarters in the 
house occupied by 'the local branch ^of the Bank ol 
"France, in the Rue de la Banque. The Chancellor and 
his party lodged oij the other side of the street, in the 
hous^ of a M. PSrnay, who haei^gone oft' leaving an old 
woman in charge. * 

Dr. Lauer, the King’s physician, dined with the 
Minister that evening. The Chief was veiy communi- 
cativc^as usual, and appeared to be in pafticuli^ly good 
humour. He renewed Ifis. complaints a.s to the “short 
commons ” a*t* the royal table, evidently intending the 
doctor to repeat them to Count Buckler or Perponcher. 
During his visit at Ligny he had lO take breakfast, 
which he said was excellent, with the, Crown Prince and 
the Princes ami chief ofticers of his suite. He had a 
seat near the fire, howevov ,\vhic|i was not quite to his 
ta^ste, and otherwise it in many ways less comfort- 

able than in his o\Vn qiiaf>^ers. ‘‘ Thei:e were too many 
Princes there M'or an ordinary mortal to be able to 
a place.* Amongst them was Frederick the Gentle 
(Friedrich der Sachte — Frederick VIIL of Schleswig- 
Holstein). He wore Bavarian \^niform, so that I 
hardly knew hiiji at first. He looked somewhat em- 
barrassed when Im recognised me/' We also gach^red 
from what the Chief said that Count Hatzfeldt was to act 
as a kind oP Prefect, while we remained here, a position 
for which probably his thorough knowledge c^ French 
and of the habits of the country^ had recommended him. 
Ve also heard that the headquarters might remain here 
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as at Ci\pua,” ad^d ^hp Count, 


for several ^ days,- 
laughing. 

Before tea s/^me ai^cles were despatcjied to Gerinari:iy7 
including one ^n the part played by > the Saxons at 
Gra^elotte, which the Chancellor praised repeatedly. 

By way of change I 'will here again q^iote^from my 
diary : — * . * 

Thursday ^ * August 2bth , — Took a walk early th/s 
rnorning in the uppei\ and evidently the older, part of 
the town. The shops are almost all vopen. The qieople 
answer politely wlien we asl* t(T be shovyn the way. Not 
far from our quarters there is- an old stone bridge over 
the river which was unquestionably liuilt before Ijorraine 
and the Duci^y of Bar belorigcil to France. Towards^ 
9 o'clock^ the Bavarians b^gan 'their inarch through 
tlie town, passing in front hi the King’s (pifirters. JVIj iro 
French spectators had collected on l)oth sides df the 
street than was quite comfortable for irs. ViSv hours 
together light horse with green uniforms and red faci/igs, 
dark lilue cuirfissiers, lancets, artillery and infantry, 
regiment after regiment marched 1>cfore the Coniniander- 
in-Chief of the German forceSP As they 'passed the K^ing 
the 'troops cheered lustily, cavalry swinging their 
sabres, and the foot soldiersTifting up their right hands. • 
The colours wete* lowertid before the Sovereign, the 
cavalry trumpets blew an ear-splitthig fanfare, while the 
infantry bands played stirring iiirs, one of them gjvipg 
the \)eautiful Hohenfriedberg march. First came General 
von ilartmann’s Array Corps, followed by that of Von 
der Tann, who afterwards took breakfast with us. Who 
could have thought, immediately after tho war of 1866, 
or even three months ago, ^f Ifhe possibility of such a 
scene ? 

Wrote several • tjrrtcles for post anjiJ others for tHe 
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wire. Our people are pressing forward rapidly.* TIm 
^ anguardsoof the Grennan colum^^ are already b^tweer 
Ch&,lQn8 and JEpernay. ^he formation <tf three reseirve 
armies in Germany, which ha^been already menti<^ed, 
began a fd^ days ago. •The neut^jal Powers raise some 
objections to 6ur intended annexatidn-of French territory 
for the purpose of securing an advantageous western 
frontier, especially England, who up to tLe present has 
shown a disposition tp tie our hands. The reports frbm Si. 
Petersburg appeal to be more favourable, tl^e' Tsar being 
well disposed to hs, although he by no means unreservedly 
accepts the proposed measures, while we are assured of 
the active sympathy of<,the Grand Duchess Hblbne. We 
ohold fast to our intention •to enforce the caSsion of terri- 
tory, that intention being^based upon the necessity of at 
length securing South Germany from French attack and 
thus rendering it independent of French policy. When 
our intentions are made public they will certainly be 
energetically endorsed by the national sentiment, which 
it will be difficult to pjapose. 

It is reported that a va^ety of revolting acts have 
been committed by the ^nds of franctireurs that are 
now being formed. •Theffi^niform is such that they can 
hardly be recognised as soldiers, and the badges by 
which they are distinguished can be easily laid aside. 
One of these young fellows Ims in a ditch near a wood, 
appM^ntly , sunning himself, while ^ troop of cavalry 
rides by. When they have passed he takes a rifle which 
has been concealed in a bush, fires at them and rpns 
into the wood. . Knowing the way he again appears a 
little further *on as a* harmless peasant. I am inclined to 
think that these are not defenders of their country but 
;|^ther assassins who should be strung up without oet^e- 
mony whenev« they are baught. 
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(<^C)i(Awt' Seekendorf, of the Grown Prince s stafi*, was 
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the ' OhieP a gutest, |C dii^iieE. The Augmstenburg^ 
(Frederick Vlli- of SSileswig-polstein), w]io has joihed 
tiie^avarians, ^as apok^.of, and not td hia advantage. 

. . , . (The optaions gxpressed tvere practical^ identical 
with those given inraletter which I receive(^a ie#v months 
later from a* patriotic friend, Herr Noeldeke, who liv^ 
in Kiel at that time as a professor. He wrote : “ We 

idl know that he was not born :for heroic deeds. He 
cannot help that. If he waits persistently for his 
inheritance to be restored to him by •some miraculous 
means, that is a family trait. But he might at least 
have made an effort to appear heroic. Instead of loafing 
around with 'the army he migh4 have led a con^pany on 
a battalion of the soldiers •vfhom at one time he was 
nearly calling his own, — or for my part he might hnvfe 
led Bavarians. In all probability the result would not 
been very remarkable, but at any rate he would have 
shown his good will.”) 

Reference was made to the rigour that the Bavarian 
battalions did not appear pjujfrcularly anxious lo advance 
at the battle of Worth (or^was it Weissenburg ?), And 
that Majof von Freiberg ^€ffiled 'upon them to show 
themselves equal to “ those gallant Prussians.” Secken- 
dorf, if I am ndl mistaken, confirmed this report. On 
the other hand, he denied that the Crown Prince had 
ordered treacherous French peasants to be shot# He 
had, on the contrary, acted with great leniency and 
fofbfearance, especially towards unmannerly French 
officers. 

Count Bohlen, who is afways'reAdy *with amusing 
anecdotes and flashes of ftn. Said : “On the 18th von 
Breintz’s battery was subjected to such a heavy 
that in a short time nea^y all his hosaes and most of 
VOL. I I . 



Ill 


GERMAJV OFFICIALS IN FRANCE^ [Aug. 26, 187 


his men ‘lay dead or wdun^ed. As he ^was muStering 
^e survi^^rs, the captain remar^d, ‘ A very fine fight, 
is it not I • *. 

The Chief sJiid ; “ Last night I ask^ the sen^jy at 
the door ^ow he was ofF for food, and I found that the 
maT\ had* had? nothing to eat for twenty-four hours. I 
yent to the kitchen and brought him a^ ^ood chunk of 
bread, at which he seemed highly pleased.” 

Hatzfeldt’s appointment as Prefect led to the menticm 
of other Prefects and ^Commissaries in ,ilpe. Doubt 
having been expressed as 'to the capacity of some of 
them, the Minister remarked : “ Our officials in France 
may commit a few blunders, but they will be soon for- 
<■ gotten .if the administration in general Vis conducted 
energetically.” * • • 

* ° The conversation having turned on the telegraph 

lines which were being so rapidly erected in our rear, 
somebody told the following story. The workmen who 
found that their polos were stolen and their wires cut, 
asked the peasants tc^^eep guard over them during the 
night, 'i'he latter, howev^jw refused to do this, although 
they were offered payme^ for it. At length they were 
promised that the fiam^ each watchmap should be 
painted upon every pole. This speculation on French 
vanity succeeded. After that the fellows in the long 
nightcaps kept faithful watch, and no further damage 
was done. 

Friday, August 2,Qth. — We are to move forward to 
Saint M^nehould, where our troops have captureA §00 
mobile guards. <,Early in the day I wrote an article 
about the frahictiheuVs, dealing in detail with the false 
view which they take of what is permissible in .war. 

We moved forward on the 26th, not to Saint 
i&^nehould, however, which* was- still unsafe, being 
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infested by franctireurs and* mobile guards, but to 

Clermont en Argo^nn^ where we arrived at '*7 o’clock Hi 
the evening, ^n our way vie parsed* through several 
ratl^r large villages with handsome old churches. For 
the last couple pf hoy M military policemen we^e stationed 
along the road at* intervals of aboyt 20?) pahes. . The 
houses, which, were built of grey sandstone and net 
whitewashed, stood close together. The whole popula- 
fion shuflBed about ih clujnsy wooden shoes, ^nd the 
features of^4}he men and womtm, of whorrf we saw great 
numbers standing before tlie doors, Vere, so far as I 
could observe in a passing glance, almost invariably 
ugly. Probably the people thought it necessary to 
remove the prettier ’girls to a* j^ace of safety out of tht? 
way of tlie German birds ^Pprey. , , 

We met some Bavarian troops with a line of.trans- 
port waggons. The troops loudly cheeked the King, 
and afterwards the Chancellor. Later on we overtook 
three regiments-e>f infantry, .some hussars, uhlans, and a 
Saxon commissariat detachment.-^ Near a visage, which 
was called Triaucourt. if I not mistaken, we met a 
cartful of franctireurs who pad been captured by "our 
people. Most of these you jg fellows hung their heads, ^ 
and one of them^ was weeping. The Chief stopped and 
spoke to them. What he said did, not appear to please 
them particularly. An officer of higher rank who came 
over*to the carriage of the Coilncillors and. was tt^Ued 
to a friendly glass of cognac told us « that these fellows 
or* comrades of theirs had on the previous day 
treacherously shot a captain, or major of the uhlans, 
named Von Fries or FHesen. On ^)eing taken prisoners 
they had not behaved them^lves like soldiers, but had 
run away from their , escort. The cavalry and rifl^, 
however, arranged a' kind*of battue in the vineyards, so 
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that some of them were*ag^n seized, while 'otherS were 
liiot or cutf down. It was evidej^t that the war was 
becbruing barbairous anfl inhuman, oVing to* thsse 
guerilla bands.* Our soldiers ^werc prejudiced ag^nst 
them frona the beginning, even .apart from the possi- 
bility of *tLei? lying treacherously ill ambush, as they 
looked upon them as ’busybodies who w'ere interfering 
in what was not their business, and as bunglers who did 
not understand theirrwork. <• • 

We took ap our residence at^ Clermont jn the town 
schoolhouse in the main strfeet, the King’s quarters being 
over the way. On our arrival, the Grande Kue was full 
of carts and carriages, .and^ one saw liere and there a 
•few Saxon rifles. While Abeken arid I were visiting the 
church we copld hear in yhe^ stillness the steady tramp 
bf "the troops and their hurrahs as they marched past 
the King’s quarters. 

On our return we were told that the Minister had 
left' word that w'e were to dine with him in the Hotel 
des Voyageurs. We^und a place at the Chief’s table 
in a back room of the hotof- which was full of noise and 
tobacco smoke. Amongsu the guests was an officer with 
a long black beard, Vffio w'qre the Geneva cross on his 
arm. This was Prince Pless. He said that the captured 
French officers at Pont h Mousson had behaved in an 
insolent manner, and. had spent the whole night drinking 
aisd ^playing cards. A general had insisted that he. was 
entitled to have a separate carriage, and been very 
obstreperous when his demand was naturally rejected. 
We then went on to speak of the franctireurs and their 
odious modes of warfare. The Minister confirmed what 
I had already heard from Abeken, namely, that he had 
ipoken very sharply to the prisoners we had met in the 
afternoon. “ I«told them, ‘ Votes ser^ tons pendus, — vous 
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rCHes‘p(ts de^ ^olclats, vous^te^des assctssiyis On my 
saying this one of |^em began to howl.”* We hai|» 
alread5^ seen *Jbhat the Chapoellor is anything *but 
unfeeling, and further .proof of this* will be given 
later on. . . • . * • 

In our quarter^ the Chief’s chamber isfas cm tliQ first 
floor, Abeken,. I believe, having* a back room on tbe 
same landing. The remainder of us were lodged on the 
Second floor in a dormitory or kind of hall which at 
first only contained t\vo chair^ and two bedsteads with 
mattresses but without quilts. The flight was bitterly 
cold, and I only with my waterproof to cover me. Still 
it was quite endurable, esj^ccially wlien one fell asleep 
thinking of ihe poo'r soldiers* \fho have to lie ovtside iit 
the mudfly fields. 

In the morning we were ousy rearranging oui^ aj5ar£- 
ment to suit our needs. Without depriving it of its 
original charactef* we turned it into an office and dining 
room. Tlieiss’s^ cleverness y^onjured up a magnificent 
table out of a sawing bench qjprl a liakcr's ^trough, a 
barrel, a small box ^nd a^|i|oor whiclj we took off its 
hinges. This work of art sewed as breakfast and dining 
table for the CJiancellor o^ tAe Confederation and our- 
selves, and in the intervals between those meals was 
used as a desk by the Councillors and Secretaries, who 
neatly committed to paper and reproduced in the form 
of despatches, instructions, telegrams, an/1 newsptfper 
articles the pregnant ideas which Xhe Count thought 
o»t in our midst. The scarcity of chairs was to a 
certain extent overcome by Requisitioning a bench from 
the kitchen, while seftne of the party contented them- 
selves nvith boxes as seats.* Wine bottles that had been 
emptied by the Minister served as candlesticks — ex- 
perience proved thdt champagne bottle«»were the fittest 
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for this purpose — and a« matter of fact* good' wax 
candles buirned as brightly in %hese as in a silver 
’ chandelier, ^t was morej difficult xo sedbre the «ecQ8- 
sary supply of -^ater’for washing, and sometimes it was 
hard evenl to get enoii^h' for drinking purpovses, the 
soldiers hnving during the last two days almost drained 
the wells for themselves and their horses. Only one of 
our party lamented his lot and grumbled at these and 
other slight discomforts. The rest of us, including th» 
far-trat^elled ^Abeken, accepted them all ^with good 
humour, as welcome and clfaracteristic features of our 
expedition. 

The office of the Minister of War, or rather of the 
general staff, was on the ground floor, where Fouriere 
and a number of soldieVs sat at the desks and orostrums 
in the two scVioolrooms. The walls were covered with 
maps, "See., and with mottoes, one of which was particu- 
larly applicable to the present bad times : “ Faites-votis 
une'^tude de la patience, et sachez edder par raison” 

The Chief came in while we were taking our coffee. 
He was Ilf a bad temper, and asked why the proclama- 
tiorr threatening to puni^i with death a number of 
offences by the population against the laws 9 f war had 
'hot been posted 'Xip. On his' instructions I inquired of 
Stieber, who told me that Abeken had handed over the 
proclamation to the general st^ff, and that he (Stieber), 
as dh’Petor of the military police, could^only put up such 
notices when they came from his Majesty. 

On going to thp Chancellor’s room to inform hitn of 
the result of my .inquiries, I found that he was little 
better oflF thatf myself in the wayoof sleeping accommo- 
dation. He had passed theaiight on a mattress„on the 
floor with his revolver by his side, and he was working 
at* a little tablQ,„which was hardly large enough to rest 
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his fr^o elbows on. The aj)artment waif almost bare of 
furniture and there ^as not a sofa or atjnohair, Ac. 
He, who for ^ars had |o largely influenced 4116 

history of the ^orld, an<^ in whosS mind all the great 
movements of "bur time were tjoncentrated find being 
shaped anew, liad -hardly a place on which ‘ly* lay his 
head ; while* stupid Court parasite^ rested from l^heir 
busy idleness in luxurious beds, and even Monsieilr 
Stieber managed to provide for himself a more com- 
fortable resting-place than dur Mastei*. , •• 

On this occasion T saw a letter thajb had fallen into 
our hands. It came from Paris, and was addressed to a 
French officer of high rank. Fjrom this communication 
it appeared that little hope ivas entertained of furthe^ 
successful resistance, and just as Itttle of the maintenance 
of the dynasty. The writer did not 'l/now .what to 
expect or desire for the immediate future. The'choice 
seemed to lie between a Republic withdut republicans, 
and a Monarchy^ without monarchists. The republicans 
were a feeble set and the nionar^ists ^vcre too selfish. 
There was great enthusia8n^lx)ut the army, Hut nobody 
was in a hurry to join it^ftd assist* in repelling^ the 
enemy. * 

The Chief again said* that attention should be* 
called to the serVices of the Saxons at Gravclotte. “ The 
small black fellows should in particular be praised. 
Theix own newspapers have expressed themselves vyry 
modestly, and yet the Saxons ^ere exceptionally 
goll&nt. Try to get some details o^ the excellent work 
they did on the 18th.” 

They were very biisy in the office * in fhe meantime. 
Councilors and Secretaries«wei% writing and deciphering 
at full pressure,' sealing despatches at the lights stuck 
into the champaghe-bottJe-candlestickii,«and all arou&d 
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pbrfcfolios and Jcnjumentef, waterproofs And shPe-brteibeA 
^rn paper* and empty envelop^^ were strewn abStii 
in ‘’picturesque * confusiop. Orderlies, * courieiTS ane 
attendants camS and went, .^^very one was talkie^ at 
the same iime, and wal too occupied to pay the leAst 
attention •to Ms neighbours. Abekeft was partioulArly 
active in rushing a1>oilt between the improvised taWe 
and the messengers, and his voice was louder than ever. 
I believe that this morning his ready hand turned out 
a fresh docuraent every |jalf hoi\r ; at least,' one heard 
him constantly pushing brick his chair and calling a 
messenger. In addition to all this noise came the 
incessant tramp, tramp, tpamp of the soldiers, the 
/•oiling of the drums and the rattlfe of the carts over 
the pavement. In this cc^fri-sion it was no light task 
tb Collect one’s thoughts and to carry out properly the 
instructions received, but with plenty of goodwill it 
could be done. 


After dinner, at which the Chancellor and some oi 
the Councillors ■vtCre not present, as they dined with the 
King, I took a walk with-^y^illisch to the chapel of St. 
Anne on the top of the hibi There we found a number 
of our countrymen, ribldieVs belonging to the Freiberg 
Rifle Battalion, at supper under a tree. They have been 
engaged in the* battle of the 18th. I tried to obtain 
some particulars of the fight, but could not get much 
more out of .them than that they hado given it with a 
will to the Frenchmen. 


By the side of the chapel a pathway led between a 
row of trees to a «delightful prospect, whence we could 
see at our feef the little town, And beyond it to the 
north and east an extensivd' plain, with stubble* fields, 
villages, steeples, groups of trees and stiotchea of wood, 
to the aoutir and west a forest *tliat > spread out- to 
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the norizoA, ^han^n^ ■ fro«j tiferk green to the misty 
bltie of the fax dist^poe. This plain is in^rseefced 1^ 
three Vottde, ol^ of which goeti dire>ct to yarennoat,* On 
thiik^4road not far from the town a Bavarian regiment 
was 8tatipne(^ whose . camp fires added a .picturesq^ue 
note to the scene.* In the distance to tlte right yras a 
wtioded hill jvith the village bf Vaucoix, while i^e 
small tcwwn of Montfaucon was visible further off. The 
hecond road, more towards the east, leads to Verdun. 
Still further to the right, not, far from a camp of Saxon 
troops, was the road to* Bar le Ehic, on which we 
noticed a detachment of soldiers. We caught the glint 
of their bayonets in the evening sunshine and heard the 
sound of tlleir drums softeiled by the distance» • 

Here we remained f ^od while, gazing at this 
pleasing picture, which in the west was glowiqg *wilh 
the light of the setting' sun, and watching the shadows 
of the mountain* spread slowly over the fields until all 
was dark. 0,n. our way bapk we again looked in at the 
church of St. Didier, in which u^me Hessians. were now 
quartered. They lay on^l^aw in thP choir and before 
the altar, and lit their pipeyat the lamps which burned 
before the* sanctuary — without, however, intending anj 
disrespect, as they were decent, harmless fellows. 

On Sunday, August 28th, we, were "greeted with a 
dull grey sky and a soft steady rain that reminded one 
of tJhe weather e#cperienced by Goethe not .far frosn here 
in September, 1792, during the days preceding and fol- 
lowing the artillery engagement at Valmy. At the* 
Chief* 8 request I took Gene^ral Sheridan a copy of the 
jPcdl AfcUl Gazette, * and afterwards tried to hunt up 
some*BazouB who could* give me particulars of the 
battle of tho 18th. ,At length I found an officer of^he 
Xiandwehr, landhd proprietor named^ Fuchs-Nordhof, 
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from Moe^kern, near Leipzig^ He was not Able to adc 

r^ch to wh«rt I knew\ The Saxo^ had fought princi 
pally ^t Saint§ Marie aux/I!henes and Saftit Privat, anc 
protected the refreat of the guards, who^ad fallen ijitc 
some disorder. The Fre'lberg Rifl^ took the position 
held by the F^nch at the point of t*he bayonet without 
firing a shot. The*" Leipzig Regiment (the 107th) in 
particular had lost a great many men and nearjy all its 
officers. That was aU he could tell me, except that he* 
confirmM the news^as to Krausshaar s death. 

When the Minister got lip we were again provided 
with plenty of work. Our cause was making excellent 
progress. I was in a position to telegraph that the Saxon 
C5.valry ^lad routed the oiath Chasseurs at’ Voussi^res 
and Beaumont.^ I was*inf6rn^ed (and was at lid>erty to 
sthtef) that we held to our determination to compel 
France to a cession of territory, and that we should 
conclude peace on no other Conditions. ° 

Tiie arguments in support of this decision were given 
in the fodowing - .irticl^ which was sanctioned by the 
Chief ^ 

“.Since the victories of Wars la Tour and Gravelotte 
the .German forces have been constt^ntly. pressing 
forward. The tfme would, therefore, appear to have 
come for, considering the conditions on which Germany 
can conclude peace with France. In this matter we 
must be guided neither • by a passion for glory or 
conquest, nor by tjiat generosity which i.s frequently 
'^commended to us„ by the foreign press. Our sole 
object must be to guarantee the security of South 
Germany from fresh attacks on the part of France such 
as have been renewed morS than a dozen times from the 
reigp of Louis XIV. to our own da^^s, Emd which will be 
repeated as often* as France feels strong enough. The 
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enoraaous sacrifices in bl<^od tand tres^ur^ ^^ioh the 

Grennan people have^ade in this war, together with 
our present victories, would in vairvif.the power of 
the ^.French were not weakened ‘for attack and the 
defensive strength of Germany {t^ere not increased. Our 
people have a right* to demand that this %haU be done. 
Were we to ‘content ourselves witli a* change of dynasty 
and an indemnity the jDosition of affairs would not 60 
improved, and there would be nothing to prevent this 
war leading to a number ‘of others?, especially* as the 
present defeat would spur SDn the French to revenge. 
France with her comparatively great wealth would soon 
forget the indemnity, and any, new dynasty would, in 
order to fortify its own positien, endeavour to gecuro ^ 
victory csver us and thus^ c(miphnsate for the present 
misfortunes of the country. Generosi'ty is a highly 
respectable virtue, but as a rule in politics it secures no 
gratitude. In >866 we did not take a ’single" inch of 
ground from the Austrians, but luivc we received* any 
thanks in Vienna for this s’elf-re^train^^? Do they not 
feel a bitter longing for j^venge simply be 6 a*use they 
have been defeated ? Besi^R the French already i>ore 
us a grudge f(jr our victory at Sadowa, though it .was 
not won over them but over anothei* foreign Power.* 
Whether we no^ generously forego a cession of territory 
or not, how will they feed towards* us after the victories 
of Worth and M^tz, and how will they seek reveQge,for 
their own defeat ? 

, The consequences of the othej' course adopted in 
1814 and 1815, when France was treated with great 
consideration, prove it to have been ‘bad* policy. If at 
that tijne the French had Jjeefi weakened to the extent 
which the interests of general peace required, the present 
war would not ha^e l>eeq necessary. 
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“Tlie»danger does ndt lie in Bonapai^iism, although 

t^e latter iftust rely chiefly upon ^auvinist sentiment. 
It consists in ther incurablfe arrogance of gthat porfioh x>f 
the French people which give* the tone to t^e whole 
country. *11118 trait in the French^ natipnal .character, 
whic^i wiM gul6e the policy of every dynasty, whatever 
n^me it may bear, arid even of a Republic, will con- 
stantly lead to encroachments upon peaceful neighbours. 
Our victories, to bear fruit, must lead to an actual 
improvement of our frontier defences against tiiis restless 
neighbour. Whdever wishes to see the diminution of 
military burdens in Europe, or desires such a peace as 
would permit thereof, must look not to moral but to 
material guarantees as A Solid and permanent barrier 
against the French lust oF cdnquest ; in other ‘'words, it 
shoiild in future be made as difficult as possible for 
France to invade South Germany with a comparatively 
small force, and even in peace to compel the South 
Germans, through the apprehension of such attack, to be 
always rgckonin^ with the French Government. Our 
present task is to secure ath Germany by providing 
it with a defensible front^^r. To fulfil that task is to 
liberate Germany, that is to complete the work of the 
War of Liberation in 1813 and 1814. 

c 

“ The least;’ therefore, that we can demand and that 
the German people, and particularly our comrades across 
the Main, can accept is, the cession of* the French gate- 
ways into Germany, namely Strassburg and Metz. It 
would be just as short-sighted to expect any permanent 
peace from the mere demolition of these fortresses as to 
trust in the possibility of winning over the French by 
considerate treatment. Besides, it must not be forgotten 
th^t this territory which we now demand was originally 
Gunman and in*^great part still reibains German, and 
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that" its inhabitants will perhaps in ti^e leaiux to feel 
that they belong to race with ourselves.! 

. ‘‘We maj^ regain a chaijge of dynjisty with* in- 
difference. An indemnify will only tenlporarily weaken 
France ^nanciklly. ^ What require is' increased 

security for oul frontiers. This is only attainiible, how- 
ever, by changing the two fortresshs that threaten us 
into bulwarks for our protection. Strassburg and Metz 
must cease to be points of support for French attacks 
and be transformed into German defences. 

“ Whoever sincerely desires a general European peace 
and disarmament, and wants to see the ploughshare 
replace the sword, must first jvish to sec the eastern 
neighbours 'of France secuse^peace for themsplves, a# 
France » the sole disturjper*^ of ’public tranquillity and 
will so remain as long as she has the power.” 


CHAPTER V 


* 

WE TURN TC^VARDS THE NORTH — THE CHANCELLOR 
OF THE CONFEDERATION AT REZONVILLE— THE 
BATTLE AND BATTLEFIELD OF BEAUMONT 

Sunday^ August 28^/^.— At tea wc receive an im- 
portant piecQ of news. ,*W\ ourselves and tlie whole 
aVm'y Jwith the exception of that portion which 
remains ^behind for the in vestment of Metz) are to 
alter our line of march, and instead* of going west- 
war(is in the direction , of , Chillons, w^ are to turn 
northwards, folluVingf the edge of the Argonne forest 
towards tfie Artlennes aB-C the Meuse district. Our 
next halt will, it is belieyjcd, be at Grand PrA TJhis 
move is made for th^ purpose of intercepting Marshal 
MacMahon, who has collected a large force and is 
marching towards Mc^tz for the relief of Bazaine. 

We start at 10 o’clock on the 29th, passing through 
several villages and occasionally by handsome chateaux 
and parks, a camp of Bavarian soldiers, some line 
regiments, rifles, light horse and cuirassiers. In 
driving thiou^h the small fown of Varennes we notice 
the house where Louis XVI. was Arrested by the post- 
man of Saint M^nehoul^. 'Tt is now occupiec^ by a 
firjn of scythe manufacturers. JThe whole place is 
foil of soldiersf’ horse and foot, ^th waggons and 




artillery. After extricating ourselves this crowd 

of vehicles and men^ve push rapidly forward through, 
villages and omer camps, until *we, reach Giund 

Pr^. . Here the Chancellpr takes up his* quarters in the 
Grande I^ue, & little, way from the market, the King 
lodging at an apothecary’s not far off* Tlfe sqcond 
section of fhe^ King’s suite, including Prince Charl^, 
Prince I^uitpold of Bavaria, and the Hereditary Grand 
Duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, was quartered in the 
neighbouring village ^of Juv^. I * am ‘billeted at a 
milliner’s opposite the Chidf s quarter*. I have a nice 
clean room, but my landlady is invisible. We saw a 
-number of French pri8on(jr8 ui the market place on 
our arrival.** I aid informed' that an encounter with 
MacMahfln’s army is cxpc/te^ to-morrow piorning. 

At Grande Pr4 the Chief again showed that’ Ife 
never thought of the possibility of an attempt being 
made to assassitiate him. ‘ He walked about in the 
twilight alonc^ and without an,y constraint, going even 
through narrow and lonely strc(^8 that offered special 
opportunities for attack. J^say this ^roni personal ex- 
perience, because I folio w^^ him with my revolvor at 
a little distance. It seemed to “me possible that an^ 
occasion might arise when I might he of assistance 
to him. . 

On my hearing next morning that the King and 
the ^Chancellor w^re going off together in, order .to. be 
present at the great battue of the second French army 
I .tfiought of a favourite proverb of the Chiefs which 
he repeated to me on his yetum from Rezonville : — 
“ Wer sich griin mcecht, den freSsen die, Ziegen,” and 
plucking up heart I l>egg«^ lum to take me with him. 
He answered, “'But if we remain there for the night 
what will you dol*”* I replied, “ Thattdoesn't matter, 
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ElxceUeBt^ ^all kno^ how to take care of myae^i.” 
‘^Well, theii, come along 1 ^ saict he, laughing.,; TTie 
Minisl^r took^ a .walk in ,the marKet plftee while I, jin 
high good humour, fetched travelling bag, water- 
proof and faithful diary.* On his return ‘he entered h^ 
carriage a*id motioned to me to* joih iiirfi, when I took 
m^ place at his side. • One must have luck to secure 
such a piece of good fortune, and one must also follow 
it up. 

We* started shortly aftfer 9 o’clock. Ad; first we 
retraced our stops along yesterday’s road. Then to 
the left through vineyards and past several villages 
in a hilly district. W^ met some parks of artillery 
^nd trqppa on the march or resting by the way. 
About 1 1 ojslock w5 scalded the little «town of 
Busancy, where we stopped in the market place to 
wait for the King. 

The Chief was very communicative. He complained 
that* he was frequently disturbed at his work by per- 
sons talking out^jide his door, “particularly as some of 
the gentlemen have such Ipud voices. An ordinary 
inai;ticulate noise does nd,*^annoy me. I am not put 
out. by music or the -rattle of waggon8,,but^ what irri- 
tates me is a conversation in which I can distinguish 
the wordp. I . then want to know wnat it is about, 
and so I lose the thread of my ,own ideas.” 

* He th^n pointed out to me that whpn officers safuted 
our carriage, it w^ not for me to return the salute. 
He himself was no^; saluted as Minister or Chancell 9 r, 
but solely as a general oflBcer, and soldiers might feel 
offended if a Avilltin feeemed to think that the salute was 
also intended for him. 

He was afraid that nothing in particular would occur 
tiS*t day, an opimon which wa^t shared by some Prussian 
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artillery offlbers who were sending by their ^ums imme- 
diately opposite Burney, and with whom^ he spoken 
It will be ji^t as it was occfcsioDally •wthon I was out 
wolf shooting in the Ardennes. After wandering about 
for days ii\ the snow^ wo used to hear that a track had 
been discovere<f, bht when we followed if up 'the .wolf 
had disappeared- It will be the hame with the Frenqji 
to-day.” . 

• After expressing a hope that he mi^ht meet his^second 
son, respecting whom Jic repeatedly inquired of officers 
along the route, the Minister'added : — “'Y’ou can see from 
his case how little nepotism there is in our army. He 
has already served twelve ruonths and has obtained no 
promotion, \^ile others arc fe^ommended for the rank* 
of ensigtf in little more ./liab a months ”h I took the 
liberty to a.sk how that was possible. “ I do not Ijnow,^ 
he answered. “ I have’ made clo.se inquixies as. to whe- 
ther he had been* guilty of any slight breaches of djsci- 
plinc ; but no,, his conduct .has been quite satisfactory, 
and in the engagement at Mars ia TouV he clyirged as 
gallantly on the French sqi^e as any .of his comrades. 
On ihe return ride he dragg^r with him out of the fight 
two dragoons who had b^en unhorsed, grasping Mne . 
of them in each. hand. ’ It is certainly well to avoid 

favouritism, but it is bitter to be sUghted*. 

A few weeks later both his sons were promoted to 

the fank of officers. • * * 

Subsequently, amongst many other things, the Chief 
OHce more gave me an account of hie experiences on the 
evening of the 18 th of August. The^ had sent their horses 
to water, and were standing near a \iattery which had 
opened fire. This was not^etumed by the French, but» 

» Not quit® oorroct,. acceding to a •ubMquMt mUlmvxt ot th® 
Miniator'a and Ooa*»t Bilf a own •ooount. ** 



130 jIJV anxious moment ^ ^ [ Atg . aft jgrt 



Ire contiaued, “ while wtf thought their cannhn had been 
dismounted, they were for the hour concentrating 

thmr • guns and* mi^aiUeuses for a laflt great ^ effert. 
Suddenly^ they* began a fearful fire with shells, and 
smaller projectiles, filling the vfhjole air with an inces- 
sanl; crasTiin^ and roaring, howling aid whistling. We 
were cut off from "King, whom Roon JiaH sent to the 
rear. I remained by the battery, and thought that if 
we had to retire I could jump on to the next ammfl- 
nition cart. We expected that. this attaok' would be 
supported by French infantry, who might take me 
prisoner, even if I were to treat them to a steady re- 
volver fire. I had s>x bnllets ready for them, and 
•another half-dozen in i^sfcrve. A*t length our horses 
returned, an^.I started />fi%to join the King. That, 
howeyer, was jumping from the frying pan into the fire. 
The shells that passed over our ‘heads fell exactly in the 
space acrovss w^hich we had to ride. TSText morning ^we 
saw the pits which they d^g in the gx’ound. It was 
therefore necessSry fw the King to retire still further 
to the rear. I told him tttjpB after, the officers had men- 
tioned it to me. It walyfnow night. The King. said 
^ he* was hungry, and wished, to have something to eat. 
Drink was to be had from one of the sutlers, wine and 
bad rum, but there was nothing to eat except dry bread. 
At last they managed to hunt* up a couple of cutlets in 
the village,, just enough for the King, but nothing for 
his companions, so that 1 was obliged to look oijt for 
something else. His Majesty wished to sleep in the 
carriage between “dead horses and severely wounded sol- 
diers. Later on he found sheltfer in a miserable hut, 

C) 

The Chancellor of the ConfcHoration was obliged to seek 
^ver elsewhere. Leaving the hejr of one of our mighty 
Oeixoan potenfiStes (the young Hei^editEury Grand Duke 
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o^Mecklenbui;g) to keep watdh over the canriage and 
see that nothing wa^tolen, I went with S&eridan on^ 
reconnoitring tour in search a, 8le<?^iiig placet We 
came to a house which •was .stjll burning, but that was 
too hot for u^. I jirquired at another, it was full of 
wounded; at a tliird, and got the sajne answer, and still 
a fourth was also full of woun<ied. Here, however^ I 
refused to budge. I saw a top window in which there 
^as no li^ht, and askCd whp was thei^o. ‘ Only yjounded 
soldiers,’ was the reply. ‘ Well, we are just going up to 
see,’ I said, and marched upstairs. The*re we found three 
beds with good and tolerably clean straw mattresses, 
where we took up our quarters Tind slept capitally.” 

When the Minister firat tolji this story atT Pont & 
Mousson, with less detail; hw cousin, Count Bismtnck- 
Bohlen, added : “ Yes, you fell asleep immediately, as 
also did Sheridan, who rolled himself up in a white linen 
sheet — where he found it I cannot imagine — and segmed 
to dream of you all night, ^as 1 heard him murmur to 
himself several times, ‘O dear €?ountI'’” ‘.‘Yes,” said 
the Minister, “ and* the H^;ditary Grand Duke, who 
took the affair in very gooc^tart, ^nnd was altogether a 
very pleasant and amiable»young gentleman.” “ More-* 
over,” continued’ Bohlen, “ the best of it was that there 
really was no such scarcity of shelter. In the meantime 
a fine country house had been discovered that had been 
prepared for the* reception of Bazaine, with good beds, 
excellent wine, and I know not wHat besides, all first 
rtfte. The Minister of War quartered himself there, and 
had a luxurious supper with'his staff/’ , 

On the way to Busancy th^ Chancellor further said : 
“ The Vhole day I had nothing to cat but army bread 
and bacon fat- In the evening we got fivn or six eggs. 
The others wanted them* cooked, but 1* like them raw, 

K 2 
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and BO I «tole a couple, 5nd*cracking th^ sliells on the 
llilt of ro.'f sword, I swallowed f^hem, and felt much 
refreshed. Eerlj^ next lAorning I hado the first* warm 
food for thirty-six hours. It ewas only some pea-soup 
with bacon, which I got from .Geperal ^Goeben, but I 
enjoyed ft imSiensely.” • 

*The market place af Busancy, a smalL country town, 
was crowded with officers, hussars, uhlans, couriers, and 
aD sorts of conveyances. After ‘a while Sheridan anft 
Forsythe also arrived. Ali 1 1.30 tjic King appeared, and 
immediately afterwards we heard the unexpected news 
that the French were standing their ground. At about 
four kilometres from Busancy we came to a height 
Beneath* which to the.leflf and right a small open valley 
lay between i^s.and another fikight. Suddenly*we heard 
ftie* muffled sound of a discharge in the distance. 

Artillety fire^” said the Minister. A little further on 
I saw two columns of infantry stationed on the other 
side of a hollow to the left .on a piece of rising ground 
bare of trees. •They ffiad two guns which were being 
fixed. It was so, far off he ever that one could hardly 
hear the report. The Chhi' was surprised at the sharp- 
p nese of my sight and* put onjiis glasses, -which I for the 
first time learned were necessary to him when he wished 
to see at a distance. . Small white clouds like balloons 
at a great height floated for thtee or four seconds above 
the hCillow and then disappeared in a flash. These Were 
shrapnel shells. The guns must have been German, 
and seemed to throw their shot from a declivity on the 
other side of the hollow. Over this hollow was a wood, 
in front of which I coidd observe several dark lines, 
perhaps French troops. Stift further off was the spur 
o^a hill, with three or four large trees. This, according 
to my map, warf’the village of Stonn, from which, aa I 
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afterwards ^eard, the Emperor Napoleon watched the 
fight. 


- The firing", to the left • soon ceased. Bayafian 
artillery, blue cuirassiers^ and ^reen light horse, passed 
us on the foad, going at a troib. A little further on, just 
as we drove by a Imall thicket, wc heard •h. rattle, as of 
a slow and l3a^y delivered volley. “ A mitrailleu8(i,” 
said Engel, tiirniug round on the box. Not far oflF, at a 
place where the Bavarian rifles were resting in the ditch 
by the road, the Minister got pn horseback in order to 
ride with the King, who was? ahead of cffj. We ourselves, 
after following the road for a ^imc, turned towards the 
right across a stubble field. , Tlte ground gradually rose 
to a low hei^t on which thd King stood with the Chief 
and a nuhaber of Princes, i^eherals and otjjier officers of 
high rank. I followed them across the ploughed^ fidldS, 
and standing a little to ‘one side I watched the battle of 
Beaumont tdl nehrly sunset. 

It began tp grow dark. , The King sat on a ^air 
near which a straw fire had be<i*i lit, as theje was a 
strong wind. He was follo^||uig the coyrse o^ the battle 
tlmciugh a field glass. The Cljncellor, who was similarly 
occupied, stood* on a ridgt^ from Vhich Sheridan also 
watched the spectacle. It was now possride to catch the 
flash of the bursting shells and t*ho flames that were 
rising from the burning houses at Beaumont. The 
French continued*to retire rapidly, and the. combatants 
disappeared over the crest of the treeless height that 
clased the horizon to the left behind* the wood over the 
burning village. The battle .was worn* ^ 

It was growing dark when we returned towards 
Busanc^, and when we rea<fhe<^ it it was surrounded by 
hundred of smal^ fijes that threw the silhouettes pf 
men, horses, and baggage* waggons into'high relief. We 
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got down, at the house ofea 4>oetor who lived "iit the end 

ojEJ the main^street, in which the had also taken up 

his Vpifvrters. .Those of our party who ^Tiad been left 
behind at Grand Pr4 had arrived before us. I slept 
here on a straw mattress bn the flogr of an almost empty 
room, under coverlet which had been brought from 
the hospital in the town by one of our sgldiers. That, 
however, did not in the least prevent my sleeping the 
sleep of the just. 

On Wednesday, August the 31st, between 9 and 
10 A.M., the King and the Ciiancellor drove out to visit 
the battle-field oi the previous day. I was again per- 
mitted to accompany the Minister. At first we followed 
the road taken the day before through Bar de Busancy 
and Sommau^e. Between; these two villages \^c passed 
s6mb squadrons of Bavarian uhlans, who heartily cheered 
the King. Behind Sommauthe, which was full of 
wounded, wc drove through a beautiful wood that lay 
between that village and Beaumont, where we arrived 
after 11 oV^lock. Kir^g WilUam and our Chancellor 
then got on horseback and --rode to the right over the 
fields. I followed in the i3mc direction on foot. The 
carriages went on to the towp, where they were to wait 
for UB. 

The • Chancellor remarked that the French had not 
offered a particularly steady resistance yesterday, or 
shown much prudence in their arrangements. ‘ ‘ At 
Beaumont a battery of heavy artillery surprised t|jem 
in their camp in broad daylight. Hordes were shat 
tethered, many ofi the dead are in their shirt sleeves, 
and plates are still lyiu^ about With boiled potatoes, 
pots with half-cooked meat, fed so forth.'' 

During the drive the Chief^ c^me to speak of 
people who hifvo the King's* ear fed abuse his good 
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nature,” thinking in the fir^t place of ffie ^fat Borck, 
the holder of tlie Kill’s Privy Purse ; ” and, afterwards 
refcrrmg to C^unt ^Dernstorff^ our theji i^mbassado* in 
London, who, when he ^avc up the Foreign Office in 
Berlin, “ know Very well how to take care of himself/^ 
In fact, '‘he*wAs* so long weighing 4ho respective 
advantages bf the two Eml)assies*— Kondon and Paris — 
that he delayed entering upon his duties much lon^r 
Mian was decent or pcojier/' • 

I venfiired to ask what sort ol* a person Von der 
Goltz was, as one heard sifcdi dilferei>t o 2 )iniojis about 
him, and whether he really \^as a man of importiincc 
and intellect as was maintahiCiV ‘‘ Intelligent ? yes, in 
a certain seb'se,'' rejilied the •Minister ; a quicl^ worker^ 
well infdtmed, but changc^^bl^ iii his views of men and 
things, — to-day in favour of this man or this project, to- 
morrow for another and sometimes for the very opposite. 
Then he was always in love with tlie Princesses to 
whose Courts he was ixccreditcd, first *with AmeWa of 
Greece and then with Eug^^nie. ^de believed that what 
I had the good fortune to^irry through, hb, with his 
exceptional intelligence, coi^p. have also done and pven 
better. Therefore he was coifsUtntly intriguing against 
me, although we. had been good friends in our youth.* 
He wrote letted to the King complaining of, me and 
warning hLs Majesty against me. That did not help 
him* much, as the King handed over the letters Jx) ^e, 
an(J I replied to them by reprimauding him. But in 
this respect he was persevering, and continued to write 
indefatigably. He was ve/y little •liked by his sub- 
ordinates, indeed they actually detested* him. On my 
visit to Paris in 1862 I c^ffied upon him to report my- 
self just as he hyl ^ttled down to a siesta. I did not 
wish to have him* disturbed, but hij»*secretariea were 
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evideiitl)^ <^lig^ted that <lie ^hould be obliged to get »p, 
^d one of .them immediately wei^ in to announce me. 
It ivould havq boen so eaay for hini to secure thd good 
will and attachment of his people. It is not difficult 


for an Ambassador, and*I too woujd do fit gljyily. But 
as a Minister ©ne has no time, one lia& too many other 
things to think of and *to do. So I have had to adopt a 
more military style.” It will be seen from this descrip- 


tion that Von der Goltz was Amim’s forerunner and 


kindred spirit. 

The Minister 'W'ent on to^speak of Radowitz, saying 
he did not feel quite certain whether it was dulness or 
treachery on Iladowitz’s,parf. that was to blame for the 
diplomatic defeat at Olmlftsl. The army odght to have 
been brought \nto line befoteX)lm1itz, but Raddwitz had 
intrigued against it. “ I would leave it an open ques- 
tion wliether ho did so as an Austrian ultramontane 
Jesuit, or* as ah impracticable dreanier'who thought he 
knev^ everything. Instead of looking to our armaments 
he occupied the King with constitutional trities, of 
medieeval follies, questions etiquette and such Hke. 
On one occasion wo heard^*^hat Austria had collected 
80,(XO0 men in Bohenlia, ahd was buying great numbers 
*of horses. This was mentioned before the King in 
Radowitz’s presence. He suddenly stepped forward, 
looking as if he knew much more about it than any- 
body else, and said, ‘ Austria has 22,498 men and 2;005 
horses in Bohemia,’ and then turned away, conscious 
that he had once more impressed the King with a sense 
of his importance.’’ 

The King aiid fhe Chancellor fiist rode to the field 
■where the heavy eirtillery fiad 'Reen at work. I fofiowed 
■ t.hftm after I had jotted down my notes. This field lies 
about 800 to 1000 paces to the« right of the road that 
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.brought us*her^. • In front# of •it towards the •wood at 
the bottom of the v|Jlley were some fields ^urrounde^ 
byhedges in \^ich lay about ^ thousand German* d^d, 
Thuringians of the 31 si - Regiment. ^hc camp itself 

presented ^ horrible ^appearance, all blue and red from 
the French dead,* most of them being billed by the 
shells of the* 41;li Corps, and fearfully disfigured. ^ 
The Chancellor, as he afterwards told me, noticed 
atnong some prisoners in a quarry a priest who was 
believed to* have fired .at our ^en. On my charging 
him with having done so he denied if. Take care,’' I 
^said to him, for if it is pro^d against you, you will 
certainly be hanged,’' In the meantime I gave instruc- 
tions to remove his cassock.^ * ?feai: the church the King® 
saw a wounded musketeer,* with whom licvpshook hands, 
although the man was rather tattered and dirty from 
the work of the previous day, doubtless to tlic^ surprise 
of the French officers who were present. The King 
asked him what his businciss was. He rcj^lied that 


he was a Doctor of Philosophyi '' Well, ^then, you 
will have learnt to» bear ^j|pur wounds in a philo- 
sophical spirit,” said the Kafc. Yes,” answered •the 
musketeer, I •have alrcfyly made up my min5* to , 
do so.” 


Near the second village we overtook •&ome crommon 
soldiers, Bavarians, who had broken down on the march, 
and A^ere dragging themselves slowly along in the butn- 
ing %un. “ HuUoj^ countryman 1 ” called out the Minister 
to«ne of these, “will you have some* brandy ? ” “ Why, 
certainly ; ” and so would a second and a third, to judge 
from their looks. All*^ three, a^d a few more, after they 
had had a pull at the MiniAer's flask and at mine, re- 
ceived a decent cjgaj; in addition. At the village of 
Crehanges, where the princely personage of the eecond 
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section of !^ng’s suite quartered, together with 

^me gentlemen of the Crown Price’s retinue, the King 
ordered a lupch*, to whicAi Bismarck was also ihvited. 
In the meantimh I sat on a sjtone by the roadside and 
wrote up my diary, ancf afterwards assfsted the Dutch 
Ambulance ccft’ps, who had erected a ^bright green tent 
f(^r the wounded in the vicinity of the yillage. When 
the Minister returned he asked me what I had been 
doing, which I told him. “ I would rather have be^ 
there than in the company I was jn,” he said, breathing 
deeply, and theif quoted tht; line from Schiller’s jyiver, 
“ Unter Larven die eimige yuhlende Bmtst" (the only 
feeling heart amongst ail Chpse masks), 
o During the rest of th4’ djjive the conversation moved 
for a considerable time jfn exalted regions, and the 
Chibf readily gave me full information in answer to my 
inquiries. I regret, however, that I cannot for various 
reasons publish all I heard. 

A. certain Thuringian Serene Highness appeared to 
be particjilarly objecti''nable to him. He spoke of his 
“ stupid self-importance p'’ a Prince, regarding me as 
his Chancellor also ; ” of 1^ empty head, and his trivial 
conventional style of talk. “ To some extent, however, 
that is due to liis education, which trained him to the 
use of -such empty phrases. Groethe is also partly to 
blame for that. The Queen haS been brought up much 
in I the same style. One of the chairs in the Palace 
would be taken to represent the Burgopiaster of Apnlda, 
who was coming to present his homage. ‘ Ah 1 ’ she 
was taught to say; ‘ very pleased to see you, Herr Burgo- 
master 1 ’ (Here the Chancellor ISant his head a little 
tn one side, pouted his lips,'^md assumed a moat con- 
d^poending smile.) ' How are things going on in thO' 
gSiod town of A^lda ? In Apolda yon make socks and 




tobacco and such things, Mjhich do not require much 
thinking or feejing.’ " 

4 ventured ^ ask Eow he new stood «witli the Gro^ 
Prince ? “ Excellently,” Jie answered, “ Wo are quite 

good £rien<Js sinSe he has come to recognise that I am 
not on the side oT the French, as he hAi previously 
fancied — I d<5 npt know on what ^ou*nds. ” I remar ke^ 
that the .day before the Crown Prince had looked 
very pleased. “ Why should ho not be pleased ? ” re- 
plied the Count. “ The Heir Apparent of one of the 
most powerful kingdoms in tlie world, afid with the beat 
prospects. He will be reaaonalJe later on and allow his 
Ministers to govern more, and mot put himself too much 
forward, and -In general he^ VUl get rid of many bad • 
habits tha^ render old gentlen^en of his tratle sometimes 
rather troublesome. For the rest, he is unalfecte^ ilnd 
straightforward ; but he 'does not care to work much, and 
is quite happy if *he has plenty of money and amuse- 
ments, and if the newspaper^ praise him.” 

I took the liberty to ask furth<jr what sort of woman 
the Crown Princess .was, a«d whether, she had much 
influjence over her husband, 'wl think not,” the Count 
said ; “ and as to her intelligence, sRe is a clever woman ; 
clever in a womanly way. She is not able to disguise 
her feelings, or at least not alwayp. I have cost her 
many tears, and she could not conceal how angry she 
was with me after the annexations (that is to say ‘of 
Schl^wig and Hanover). She could hardly bear the 
si^t of me, but that feeling has now somewhat sub- 
sided. She once asked me tq bring her a ^lass of water, 
and as I handed it t<f her she said to* a lady-in-waiting 
who sa^ near and whose Aame I forget, ‘ He has cost 
me as many tears ^ ^ere is water in this glass.’ Bj^t 
that is all over now.*” ““ 
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Finaily we descended fr»m the spherp of the gods’ to 
that of ordinary humanity. Afte^I had referred to the 
Cohupg-Belgian-EngHsh Clique, the conv ersation 'turned 
on the Aqgustenburger^in his Bavarian uniform. “He's 
an idiot,” said the Chancellor. “ He might have secured 
much better terms. At first I did not want from him 
i^pre than the smaller Princes were obliged to concede 
in 1866. Thanks, however, to Divine Providence and 
the pettifogging wisdom of Samwer, he would agree fo 
nothing. I remember an interview I had 'with him in 
1864, in the billiard-room hear my study, which lasted 
until late in the night, ^^called him ‘ Highness ’ for the 
first time, and was altogether specially polite. When, 
iiowever, I mentioned Kiel ,parbour, which w'e wanted, 
he remarked .that that maght mean something like a 
squar^mile, or perhaps even several square miles, a re- 
mark to which I was of course obliged to assent ; and 
when he also refused to listen to our demands with re- 
gard to the array, I assumed a diflferent tone, and 
addressed him merely .as ‘Prince.’ Finally, I told him 
quite coolly in IjOW Germ" . that we could wring the 
necks of the chickens w<i Lad hatched. At Ligny he 
bas6]y tricked n^e the other <biy into shaking hands with 
him. I did not know who the Bavarian general was 
who held out his hand to me, or I should have gone out 
of his way.” 

‘After an unusually long drive up hill and down dale, 
we arrived at 7 o’clock at the small town or market- 
place of Vendresse, where the Chancellor put up at the 
house of a Wi^ow’^paudelot, with the rest of his party, 
who had already taken pqpsession of their quarters. 
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SEDAN— piSMARCK AND NAPOLEON* AT DONCHI?RY 

On the lat of September Moltke’s chase after the 
French in the Meuse district ^j^as, from all we could 
hear, evidently appfoaching close. I had the good, 
fortune bf be present at it ^c«t day. After rising very 
early in order to write up my diary from the hasty 
notes taken on the previous day in the carriage and by 
the roadside at Chemery, I went to the house o'f Widow 
Baudelot. As I entered, a large cavalry dctachnfcnt, 
formed of five Prussian hussar regiments, green, brown, 
bla<^k and red, rode^ past ^der the ^Chiefs window. 
These were to accompany King to a point year 
Sedan, whetice fie could witness the catastrophe which 
was now confidently expected. Whdn the carriage 
came and the Chancellor appeared he, looked about 
him. Seeing me he said^ “ Can you decipher, doctor ? ” 
I answered, “ Ye^,” and he added, “ Then ^get a cipher 
and come along,” I did not wait to l^e asked twice. We 
started soon afterwards, Count Bismarck-Bohlen this 
time occupying the seat next to the Minister. 

We first passed 4hrougfi ChCmc^ry ^nd Chehery, 
halting In a stubble field n#ar1i third village which lay 
in a hollow to the left of the road at foot of a bare 
hillock. Here the* iting, with his smte of Princes, 
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generals^ and courtiers, • got on horseback, as did alsc 
^he Chief, • and the whole partV moved towards the 
cr(?st*of the* height. The distant roa^’ of the •cannon 
announced thaf the Ijattlc wa.^ in full progress. It was 
a bright sunny day, with a cloudless si^y* 

Jkeaving *Engel in charge of the carriage I after 
^ while followed the horsemen, whorg I found in a 
ploughed field from which one had an extensiye view ol 
the district. Beneath was a deep wide valley, mosMy 
green, with patches of wood on the heights that sur- 
rounded it. Tift* blue stredm of the Meuse flowed past 
a town of mod(u*ate sizet the hjrtress of Sedan. On the 
crest of the hill next ue,\l; about the distance of a rifle 
• shot, is«a wood, and there aye also some trees to the left. 
To the right* in the fore^ound, which slopcd*obliquely, 
in a fjprics of steps as it were, towards the bottom oi 
the valley, was stationed a Bavarian battery, which kept 
up a sharp fire at and over the toWn. Behind the 
battery were dark columns of infantry and cavalry. 
Still farther to the r^'ght, from a hollow, rose a thick 
column of smoke. It cc-^.es, we arc told, from the 
bupning village of Bazt les. We arc only about an 
^ English mile in a beeline from Sedan, and -in the clear 
atmosphere one can easily distinguish the houses and 
churches. In*the distance, to the left and right, three 
or four villages, and beyond them all towards the 
ho^nzen, a range of hills covered throughout with nvliat 
appears to be a pine forest, serves as a frame foij the 
whole picture. It is the Ardennes, on the Belgian 
frontier. 

The mam posiuons 01 tne Frbnch appear to be on 
the hillocks immediately beyond the fortress* •and it 
Iqoks as if our troops intended to surround them there. 
For the momoflt we can only see their advance on the 
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light, as the lines of our j^i^iHery, wit? the exception 
of the Bavarians, wj^ are posted under i»e, are Iosif 
behind the benights as they slowly* mpve forwAid. 
Gradually the smoke of^ the guns is ?feen beyond the 
rising ground atready^ mentioned, with the defile in the 
middle. The cbrjls that are advancing irf half cirejo to 
enclose the •enemy arc steadily ‘emfeavouring to coq^- 
plete the^ circle. To the left all is still. At 11 o'clock 
a* dark grey pillar ofi smoke with yellow edges rises 
from the fortreas, which has ^ardly faken any part in 
the firing. The French trflops l>eyoiM Sedan deliver 
an energetic fire, and at the mme time, over the wood 
in the defile, rise numbers p/ small white clouds from 
he shells — whether Frencly^ or German we cannot say.® 
Sometim<?s, also, we hear thoY^^ttlc of the •mitrailleuse. 

There was a brilliant assembly upon the hill^ The 
King, Bismarck, Moltkc, Roon, a number of Princes, 
Prince Charles, their Higlmesses of Weimar and Chl)urg, 
the Hereditary Grand Duk^‘ of Mcc'klenburg, generals, 
aides-de-camp, Court officials, <p!ount IIat;^feJdt, who 
disappeared after a ♦whih^ 7|Kutusoff', Uie Russian, and 
Colquel Walker, the EnglisIfltMilitary Pleiiipotentmry, 
together with General Sheridan and his aide dc calnp, 
all in uniform, and all looking through field-glasses. 
The King stood, while others sat on a ridg(' at rije edge 
of the field, as did the Cliancadlor also at t imes. I In^ar 
thatd:hc King sent word round that it was l)ettfer fiot 
to gather into large groups, as ^ic French in the 
fortress might in that case fire at us. 

After 11 o'clock our line p( atCicP a/lvanced further 
on tho right bank of the Meuse towaras the main 
position* of the French, Who were’ thus more closely 
mvested. In eagerness I began to express qjy 

views to Count FUckler, probably rfOmewhat louder 
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than wa^ nTces^ary or quite ^tting in the circumstanoes 
yid 80 attracted the attention &f the Chief, who ha£ 
eh^arp.ears. ^ew turned round and be<^oned tcrma tc 
come to him. ‘“If 'you have strategic ideas to com- 
municate to the Count rt woulS be well'if you managed 
to do so sonftiwhat more quietly, 'doctbr, as otherwise 
the fcng might aSk who is speaking, and *I should be 
o&iged to present you to him.” Shortly aftcf wards he 
received telegrams, sijc of which Im gave me to decipher, 
so that for the ftme I had to resign my* part as a 


spectator. • 

On returning to the carriage I found in Count 
Hatzfeldt a companioi\ ^ho had also been obliged to 
combine business with plt^sure. 'The Chief had in- 
structed him 70 copy but^^x Trench letter of tbur pages 
Whmh had been intercepted by our troops. I mounted 
the box and set to w'ork deciphering, while the battle 
roared like half-a-dozen thunderstorms on the other 


side'of the height. In nxy eagerness to get done I did 
not feel the scorching, jnidday sun, which raised blisters 
on one of my ears. w, 

Jt was now 1 o’clock. ( lly this time our line of fire 
encircled the greater pai't of the enemy’s .position on 
the heights beyond the town. Clouds^ of smoke rose in 
a wide. arch, while the well-known shaall puff-balls of 
the shrapnels appeared for an instant and burst in the 
air,, Only to the left there yet remaiped a space where 
all was still. The Chancellor now sat on a chair, study- 
ing a document of several pages. I asked if he woxdd 
like to have something to eat or drink, as we had come 
provided. H 8 declined, however,'i 8 aying, “ I should be 
very glad, but the King lias olso had nothing.” „ 

The opposing forces on the other side of the river 
must be very Q«ar each other* as w^ hear oftener than 
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before the hateful rattle the mitrail^usa .Its bark, 
however, we are told* is worse than its bitok Between 
2 and *3 o’clock* acco]^ng to nay watch, th^ King pa^d 
near where I stood. Aftex looking for while through 
his glass towards the suburbs of Sedan, he said to those 
who accompanied* him, “ There, to the ^eft, they are 
pushing forward large masses of troops ; I think it ij^a 
sortie.” ^It was, as a matter of fact, an advance of 
some columns of infantry, which, however, soon retired, 
probably because they fouhd^ that although this place 
was quiet it was by no meafts open. Shortly afterwards, 
with the assistance of the field-gla.ss, one could see the 
French cavalry deliver 8ev(j:^ jittacks on the crest of 
the hill to the left’ of the ^cfod near the defile, whicK 
were repelled by volleys from our side.. After these 
charges it could bo seen, even with the naked eye, thrft 
the ground was covered with white objects, horses or 
soldiers’ cloaks. ‘Soon afterwards the artillery fire grow 
weaker at all jDoints, and there was a general retreat 
of the French towards the tov\ifi and its immediate 
vicinity. As already mei^oncd, thqy hacT for some 
time past been closed in o^^he left, where the WUr- 
tembcrg trqpps .had a couple of bhtteries not far from 
our hill, and where, as we were informed, the 5th and 
11th Army CorpS had cut off all espape, with th« excep- 
tion of a small gap towards the Belgian frontier. After 
half-past 4 all their guns were silent, and somewhat 
later ours also ceased firing. 

. Once again the scene becomes more animated. Sud- 
denly bluish white clouds rise first in *one and thep in a 
second part of the towh, showing that it is Burning in two 
places., * Bazeilles also is aiill ^n flames, and is sending 
up a pillar of den;^ grey yellow vapour into the clear 
evening sir. The sort radiance of theNiecIining sun is 
von. I n 
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spreading more and more aver the valley at our feet, 
jjlkc buniialicd gold. The hillockB^of the Ibattle-field, th^ 
raVinc in the .midst, the villages, the ho«ses, thctowe'" 
of the fortress,* the suburb of Torcy, and the broke\ 
bridge in the distance to the" le,ft, 8ta*nd out in clear 
relief, from mfiment to moment more distinct as if seen 
tl^rough stronger and stronger glasses. 

Towards 5 o’clock General Hindersin speaks to the 
King, and I fancy I ‘catch the words, “Bombard tl»e 
town," and a “ heap of rv[ins.” 4- <iuarter „6f an hour 
later a Bavarian dfficer gallofis up the height towards us. 
General von Bothmer sends word to the King that 
General Mailingcr, who.i^stationed at Torcy -with the 
•chasseurs, reports tha.t the 'french desire 'to capitulate, 
and that their unconditibnal surrender has ‘been de- 
manded. The King replied, “ No one can negotiate this 
matter except myself. Tell the 'general that the bearer 
of the Hag of truce must come to me.” ‘ 

the Bavarian rides back; into the valkcy. The King 
then speaks to Bi-sinarck, and together they join the 
Crown Prince (v;ho had ajyh.’^cd a little before), Moltke 
and»Roon. Their Highif^jscs of Weimar and Coburg 
are 'also with them, standing a little to one side. After 
a while a Prussian aide-de-camp appears, and reports 
that our losses^ so far as they can be ascertained up to 
the present, are not great — those of the Guards being 
moderate, o£ the Saxons somewhat more, while the re- 
maining corjjs engaged suffered less. Only a ^mall 
proportion of the French have escaped into the woods 
in the direction of the Belgian frontier, where search is 
now being made for them. All the'rcst have been driven 
towsurda Sedan. 

“ And the Emperor ?” questioned the King. 

“ We do noVtnow,” answered the officer. 
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• Towards 6 o'clock, hotve\^r, another aid^-de-camp 
appeared, and repor^^d that the Emperor ^was in 
town, •and woukl immediately «6end out^a 2 ^arleme^xtd%r^. 

That is a grand succega ! " said the King, turning to 
the company. I th/i.nk thee (ho added to the Crown 
Prince) for thy'sHare in it." With these^orda he^gave 
his hand t6 Jiis son, and the* latter kissed it. JIo 
then held out his hand to Moltke, who also kissed it. 
Finally he likewise shook hands* with the Chancellor, 
and spoke* to him aloi^e for sojne time. This seemed to 
excite the disple^isure of softie of their ^Highnesses. 

Towards half-past 6, after a iletacliment of cuiras- 
siers had been posted neay the King as a guard of 
honour, the Ercnch ‘Generj^ Tteille, Napoleon’s 
mentctire\ rode slowly up the'.hill. He (lifcmountcd at a 
distance of some ten paces from the King, an^ after 
approaching his Majesty took ofi his cap and handed 
over a letter of largo size with a red seal. The general 
is an elderly gentleman of piedium height and slender 
figure, in an unbuttoned black tu«ic with epaulettes and 
shoulder straps, blaitk vesi|^:ed trousiirs and polislied 
riding boots. He has no s^^rd, but carries a walking 
stick in his hand. All tjie company move away from 
the King, who opens and reads tlie letter, afterwards 
communicating the contents, which are 'now generally 
known, to Bismarck, Moltke, the Crown Prince and the 
other personages^* Reille stands a little further mfff at 
firsts alone, and later in conversatiomwith some Prussian 
ganerals. The Crown Prince, Moltke and his Highness 
of Coburg also speak to hjm whilcf the King takes 
coimsel with the Cfiancellor, who then commissions 
Hatzfolit to prepare a draftfof the answer to the imperial 
letter. Hatzfeldt .brmgs it in a few minutes and t^he 
King copies it, sitting 00 one chair, ^hile the seat of 
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another, held by Major •vo® Alton, who kneels before 
lym, serves •as a desk. * 

Shortly before 7 o’clock the kronen general 
rides back towai^s Sedan in tl^e twilight, accompanied 
by an ofiB.cer and a uhlan trumpeter ciirrying a white 
flag, , The to'^n' is now in flames in' three places, and 
thg lurid columns * of ’ smoke that rise fr6m Bazeilles 
shows it to be still burning. The tragedy of Sedan is 
over, and night lets down the curtain. • 

There might be an e^pilogue ^on the following day, 
but for the presefat every on6 returned home. The Bang 
went back to Vendresse, the Chief, Count Bismarck- 
Bohlen and I drove to tL© little town of Donchery, 
where ih was quite dark wliSip wc arrived. * We put up 
at the house ©f a Dr. tleahjot. The town wAs fuU of 
Whftejnberg soldiers, who were camped in the market- 
place. Our reason for coming here was that an 
arrangement had been made according to which the 
Chancellor and Moltke wer^^ this evening to meet the 
French pjenipotentiarj* to try to settle the conditions of 
the capitulation „of the f^’ French army corps now 
confined in Sedan. 


I slept here in an alcove near the back room on tlie 
first floor, with only the wall between me and the 
Minister, who -had tjbe large front room. Towards 6 
o’clock in the morning I was awakened by hasty foot- 
steps, ‘and heard Engel say: “Excellency, Excellency, 
there is a French, general at the door. I capnot 
understand what he wants.” The Minister would 
appear to have got up spoken a few 

words to the French officer, who *turned out to be 
Ghsneral Reille. The con'sequence was that he dressed 
in^ediately, and without waiting either for breakfast 
or to have hia dkthes broshedy moilnted his horse and 
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rode rapidly off. I rushed, to ids window to see in what 
direction he went. ^ saw him trot off towards t^e 
market-place. • In the room everything vjas lying atiout 
in disorder. On the flpor lay^ tlie “ Tdglich Losnngen 
und Le}ix,texte‘ der ^r^ildergemeinde fUr 1870” (Daily 
Watchwords and'’ Texts of the Moraviati Brethren for 
1870), and on, the toilette stand was another manual^ of 
devotion, “ Die tdgliche Erqiiickung fur glduhige 
XJhristen ” (Daily Spiritual Refreshment for Believing 
Chri8tian3)t which Engel tolul me l^he Chancellor was 
accustomed to read at niglft. * 

I now hastily dresse<^ myself also, and after I had 
informed them downstairs ,^iat the Chief had gone off 
to Sedan to' meet the Emj^ror ISlapoleon, who^'had left 
the fortress, I followed him’.as fast as, I could. Some 
800 paces from the bridge across the Meuse at DpndhcVy 
to the right of the road, planted with poplars, stands a 
single house, then the residence of a Belgian weaver. 
It is painted yellow, is but. one story high, and has four 
windows on the front. There a»o white shut^rs to the 
windows on the ground !|^r ; the lienetian blinds on 
those of the first floor arc afl^ painted white, and it has 
a slate roof, like most of ^c houses at Donchery. -Near 
it to the left -is a potato field, now full of white 
blossoms, while to the right, across the -path that leads 
to the house, stand soifie bushes. I see here that the 
Chancellor has already met the Emperor. In front of 
the house are six French officers of diigh rank, of whom 
^▼e have caps with gold trimmings, while that worn by 
the sixth is black. Whak appear^ to be a hackney 
coach with four seat^ is waiting on the road. Bismarck 
and Ms cousin. Count BoMen, arc standing opposite the 
Frenchmen, while a little way off is Leverstrom^ as 
veil as two hnssara, one brown and 'bne black. At 8 
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o^clock Moltke arrives with a* few ofl&cers pf the genertd 
s^ff, but leaves again after a sho^t stay. Soon after- 
wards a short, •thkik-sct man, in a red c^^p braided with 
gold lace, and wearing red trousers and a hooded cape 
lined with red, steps from behind the house and speaks 
at firqt to the ^rdnch officers, some of wliom are sitting 
unjjer the hedge by the* potato field. He has white kid 
gloves, and smokes a cigarette. It is the Emperor. At 
the short distance at which I stand from him I cafi 
clearly distinguish his features. There is something 
soft and dreamy in the look of his light grey eyes, 
which resemble those of people who have lived fast. 
His cap is set a little to the^^ight, in which direction the 
bead is ^also bent. Tljo short legs do hot seem in 
proportion with* the long upper part of the body. His 
whole &j>pearance has something unmilitary about it. 
The man is too soft, T am inclined to think too pulpy, 
for the uniform he wears. One could even fixncy that 
he is capable of becoming sentimental at times. Those 
ideas, which are mere impressions, force themselves 
upon one all the more w^ m one glances at the tall, 
welbset figure of our Oxtancellor. Napoleon seems 
fatigued, but not very much depressed. Nor does he 
look so old as I had expected. He might pass for a 
tolerably woll-picservcd man of fifty. After a while he 
goes over to the Chief, and speaks to him for about 
three minutes, and then — still smoking and with his 
hands behind his back — walks up and down by the 
potato garden. A further short conversation foUows 
between the Chancellor and the Emperor, begun by 
Bismarck, after which Napoleon once more converses 
with his French suite. Al>ont a quarter to 9 d'clock 
Bi^^iarck and liis cousin leave, gqing in the direction 
of Donchery, whether I follow them. 




. The Minister repeatedly r»alatcd the occurrences of 
■^fhis morning and t^ preceding night. Iik the follo'^- 
‘ paragraphs*! unite all these various statements into 
a connected whole. The sense of ’ what the Chancellor 
said is faithfully given throughout, and his own words 
are in great pait reproduced. 

‘‘After the battle of the Ist of ’September, Moltko 
and I went to Donchi^ry, about five kilometres from 
Sedan, for the purpose of carrying on tlie negotiations 
with the Fr^ench. We spent Jbhc night there, the King 
and his suite returning to Vendresse. * Tlio negotiations 
lasted until midnight, witliout, liowcvcr, leading t<-> an 
understanding. In addition ,to Moltke and mysidf, 
Blumenthal 'and three or/fAur other olficera> of thq 


general staff were present. General Wirupffen wtis the 
French spokesman. Moltke's demand was very short. 
The whole French army must surrender as prisoners of 
war. Wimpffoii* considered' that too hard. T’ho army 
had deserved treatm^^nt by the gallantry it‘ had 

shown in action. We ought to 1^‘ content Uj let them 
go on condition that they^took no further part in the 
war, and removed to solui^listrict in France to be 
fixed upon. by us, or to Algiers. 'Moltke ([uietly main- 
tained his demand. Wimpffen dwelt upon his own 
unfortunate position. lie had jmned the troops two 
days before on his return from Africa, and only took 
over the command when MacMahon was wounded 
towards the close of the battle — and yet he must now 
put his signature to such a capitulation. lie would 
rather try to hold the fortreas or« venture a sortie. 
Moltke regretted that it was imjx>s8ibie for liim to 
make allowance for the f^osftion of the general, the 


hardship of which he appreciatc<l. He recognised the 
gallantry of the FreAch troops, but they ftould not possibly 
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hold Sfedqn, and a sortie was i)ut of the question. He was 
yepared to*allow one of the gene^l’s oMcers to inspe^ 
ouf* positions in •order that he might cAivince Mmseii 
of that fact. Whnpfien then ur^ed that from a political 
standpoint it was advisable to *gr^t befter te^pns. We 
must desire S speedy and permanefit 'peace, and we 
coi^d now secure It if we acted generqusly. A con- 
siderate treatment of the army would put both the 
soldiers and the whole peo]^le umder an obligation 
gratitude, and would in8;^re fricpdly feehngs towards 
us. An opposite* course wotlld lead to endless war. I 
intervened at this point, as my trade came into question 


here. I told Wimpffen. it^as possible to trust to the 
gratitude of a Prince bu^ not to that bf a people, 
and least of alj. to that <jf the French. Tliey had no- 
pbrlhaiyent institutions, they were constantly changing 
governments and dynasties, whibh were not bound by 
what their predecessors had undertaken. If Uje 
Emperor’s throne were secure it would be possible to 
count up^n his gratituale in return for more favourable 
conditions. As anatters ^H?bd it would be foolish not 
to awail themselves to th^Cull of the advantages of .our 
sucoess. The French wore envious,* jealous people. 

They were angry with us for our victory at Sadowa, 
and could not ‘forgive us for it, although it had not 
injured them. How then could any generosity on our 
part prevent. them from bearing us a grudge for Sedan ? 
Wimpfifen could nut agree to that. The French diad 
changed latterly, and had learnt under the Empire to 
think more of pertcefvd in^rests than of the glory of 
war. They were ready to proclaiih the brotherhood of 
nations, and so on. It was^ot difficult to prowe the 
cojitrary, and to show that the acceptance of his 
proposals would^lead rather to a prolongation of the 
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war, than to its^ termination* If finished*by flaying that 
we must maintain ^hr conditions. Cawtekieau the]^ 
spoke, *explainiag on behalf of the Emp(jror that <he 
latter had only given upjbis sword on the previous day 
in the hop,e of *an hQn.ourable capitulation. I asked, 

‘ Whose sword was that ? The Empefo^s, or tha^t of 
France ? ’ Ife ^replied, ‘ Merely the Emperor’s.’ ‘ W^l 
then,’ interjected Moltke, sharp as lightning — a gleam 
of satisfaction overspreading his hawk-like features — 

‘ 'There can’ be no further question of any other* condi- 
tions.’ ‘ Very well,’ declared Wimplfeti, ‘ in that case 
we shall renew the fight to-mbrrow.’ ‘ I will see that 
our fire commences at 4 o’clock/ said Moltke, on which 
the French expressed a wisIvtS retire. I induced them,* 
however, to remain a little lojigcr and ^ consider the 
matter once more. The result was that they ulti^jiafely 
begged for an extensioh of the armistice, in order to 
consult with theif people in Sedan. At first Moltke did 
not wish to agree to this, bjit finally consented on my 
pointing out to him that it could k:Io no harm. , 

“ Towards 6 o’clock on morning of tlic 2nd of 
September, General Reille n!p(^ared before my lo<lging 
at Donchery, and said tho^Empcror wished to speak to 
me. I dressed immediately and got on horseback, 
dirty, unwashed, and dusty as I wgs, to ‘ride to* Sedan, 
where I expected to 8<!e the Emperor. I met him, 
however, on the ‘road near Fresnois, three kilometres 
£ron> Donchery. He sat with three, ofiiccrs in a two- 
horse carriage, three others accompanying him on horse- 
back. Of these officers I onjy knew Reille, Costelneau, 
Moacowa, and Vaub^rt. I had *my revolver buckled 
roxmd nny waist, and as k found myself alone in the 
presence of the sigc officers I may have glanced at^it 
involuntarily. 1 mky perhaps even h4Ve instinctively 
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Iftid my* hand upon it. Napoleon probably noticed that, , 
^ bis fac# turned an asby grcy*^ Possibly be thought^ 
that history might repeat itself — think it was it Painee 
de Cond^ who 'was m^dered, while a prisoner after a 
battle.i \ ^ • 

I salut^ In military fashion. *The Emperor took 
c# his cap, the officers following his example, where- 
upon I also removed mine, although it was contrary to 
the regulations to *do so. He said, ‘ Couvrcz-vcms, 
done.’ I treated him gxactly j>s if we v^ere at Saint 
Cloud, and askefd him what his commands were. He 
wished to know whethfcr ho could speak to the King. 

I said that was impoesil^, as his Majesty’s quarters 
•were jJbout two GerrqaiT miles away. I'^clid not wish 
him to sec the. King before we had come to an under- 
standing as to the capitulation. He then asked where 
ho could, wait, which indicated that he could not return 
to Sedan, as ho had either experienced or apprehended 
some unpleasantness the^e. The towp was full of 
drunkerw ^soldiers, wkich was a groat hardship for the 
inhabitants. I . offered hv^ my cpiarters at Donchery , 
which I was prcparec|/to leave immediately. . He 
accepted the offer, but whei^wo had come within a few 
hundred yards of the town he asked .^whether he could 
not stAy in a houso.which he saw by the road I sent 
my cousin, who had followed me, to view the house. 
Oft Iris report I told the Emperor that it was tC very 
poor place. He replied that it did not matter. After 
he had gone over to the house and come back again, 
having probably ^een unable to find the stairs which 
were at the back, I accompanied' him to the first floor, 

^ ConikS waa trei%choro<CjJy murdered on the Idth 

the engagement %t JaroAc, jost as hjMl delivered up hie 
•Sixffd to Mk offioer of the roj«J Army^ bein^ i^h^ ^ one tfontesqaieu, a 
of the Oqaj^ * 
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p^whore w« entered a small Boom with one window. It 

was- the best in the hcrtise, but its only furniture was ^ 
deal •table and two rus^-bottoraed chairs.- > . * 

“Here I had a convejrsation^with him which lasted 
for nearly tjiree-quartera. of an hour. He complained 
first of this fatal war, which he had not desired. .He 
was forced into, it by the pressure of public opinio*^. 

I replied that in Germany nobody had wished for war, 
and the King least of all. We had regarded the 
Spanish question as a, mattcf concerning Spain and 
not Germany, and we were justified in ‘expecting from 
the good relations between Iflic princely house of 
Hohenzollern and himself that an undersbinding could 
be easily come to with the flereditary Prince.’ We 
then went on to speak of the present situation. Ho 
wished above all to obtain more favourable terms of 


capitulation. I explained that I could not go ipto that 
question, as it waJj a purely military one, with which 
Moltke would hjive to deal. . On the other hand it was 
open to us to discuss an oventuai peace. He, rcplic<l 
that ho was a prisoner, and^ierefore not in a position 
to decide. On my asking lu% whom ho regarded as 
competent to treat, ho referred me to the Government 
in Paris. I observed that the situation had therefore 


not changed since yesterday, and that we must* main- 
tain our demand respecting the army in Sedan, as 
a guarantee that wo should not lose the benefits 
of ouar victory. Moltke, to whom I had sent word, 
and who had arrived in the meantime, was of the 
same opinion, and went to the Kihg in order to 
tell him so. 

9 > 

“Standing before the konse the Emperor praised 
OUT army and the manner in which it had been iecL 
On my acknowledging thaA the French Had also fought 




well, he#came back to tke oonditions of the capitulatioii, 
^nd askedtwhether we could nof allow the troops shut 
up in Sedarw tc^ cross th^ Belgian fronifcier, thei^ to be 
disarmed^ and held as prisoners. I tried again to make 
it clear to him that that was a .question for J:he military 
authorities, Taild could not be settled without the 
concurrence of ^oftke. Besides, ]^e * himself had 
just declared that as a prisoner he was not able to 
exercise his authofity, and that accordingly neg^Jti- 
ations respecting que^ions gf that kind should 
be carried on Vith the phmcipal officer in command 
at Sedan. 


In the meantime a wearch had been made for a 
■ better^lodging for th^ ^Tr^)eror, and th(3^ officers of the 
general staff found that •the little chateau of Bellevue 
near J^resnois, where I first met him, was suitable for 
his rec^tion, and was not yht requisitioned for the 
wounded. I advised him to remove 'there, as it woulc 
be more comfortable than the weaver's. house, and ihai 
possibly he wanted rest. We would let the King knov 
that he was thorc. lie to •this, and I rode bad 

to* Donchery to chang^^^y clothes. I then accom 
pa^ied him to Bellevue ^ith a squadrem of the Is 
CuirasBier Regiment as a guard of honour. The Emp^ro: 
wished the King ta be present at the negotiations. whicl 
began here — doubtless countihg on his soft-heartednes; 
and good nature — but he also desired me to takb par 
in them. I hod however decided that the soldier*, wh 
were made of sterner stuff, should settle the affair K 
themselves and* so I whispered to an officer as I wen 
up the stairs to call me in five minutes and say that th 
King wanted to speak togme. This was acenrdin^ 
^one. Napoleon was informed that he could only se 
the King effter^the conclusion of the capitulatiorL Th 
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mat^r was therefore eurrar^geci between l^ltke and 
■Wimpflfcn, much on^be lines that were lafld. down 
evening before# Then* the two. monarchy rnet. tile 

Emperor came out after ^ the interview ’his eyes were 
filled with heavy tears. * In ’ speaking to me he was 
much less affected, "and was perfectly dignified.” 

We had ilo detailed particulars of these events 
the forenopn of the 2nd of September ; and from the 
moment when the Chief, in a 'fresh uniform and 
cuirassier’s iielmet, rode off‘/rom Dohehery until late 
at night, we only heard vagu£ rumours of what was 
going on. About 10.30 a.m. a*detachment of Wlirtem- 
berg artillery drove past our^iouge at a trot. In every 
direction clouds of dust rose* from the hoofs of the , 
cavalry, while the 1)ayonets of ^ long coluirfns of infantry 
glistened in the sun. The road at our feet was ^filled* 
with a procession of waggons loaded with baggage and 
forage. Presentry we met Lieutenant yon Czernicki, 
who wanted to. go into Sedan, and invited us to dfivo 
with him in his little carriage. •,Wc had accompanied 
him nearly as far a» Fresnl^ia when, afy about *1 o’clock, 
'we m,et the King with a largl suite on horseback, in- 
cluding the Chancellor, conyng in tlfe opposite direction. 
As it was probable that the Chief was going to Don- 
chery . we got out and followed » liim. . The .party, 
however, which includeii Hjitzfeldt and Abeken, rode 
through the town,, and we heard that they were viowihg 
the battle-field. As we did not kr^ow how long the 
Minister would remain away we did not venture to 
leave Donchery. 

About 1.30 P.M. '*8ome thodsands 'df prisoners 
*i|iarched’ through the town^n* their way to Germany. 
'Most of them were, on foot, but some of them were in 
carta. They includeJf about sixty to seventy officers. 
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and. a general wbo was q^n horseback. Amongst ‘the 
pjtsoners c W'ere cuirassiers in * ^^ite helmets, blue 
htlssara witl^ white facings, an ( 5 . infanDtymen* of. the 
22nd, 52nd and 58th regiments. They were escorted 
by Wiirtemberg infantry. *At 2 o‘fclock followed a 
second batetf of about 2000 prisonSr^, amongst whom 
\^ere negroes in Arab costume — tall, broad-shouldered 
fellows, with savage, ape-like features, and, some old 
soldiers wearing the Orimean and Mexican medals. ° 

A ’little after 3 o’clock two French 'guns, with 
their ammunition waggcjntf and still drawn by French 
horses, passed through onr street. The words “5, Jager, 
GOrlitz ” were written in ^chalk on one of the guns, 
r Shortly afterwards a fire’broke out in one bf the streets 
to the left of 'our quarters. Wtirtemberg soldiers had 
■opened a cask of brandy and had imprudently made a 
fire near it. 


Considerable distress prevailed in the town, and 
even our landlord (he and his wife were good souls) 
suffered from a scarcl<fy of bread. The place was over- 
crowded with soldiers, wl^'Were (piartered on the in- 
habitants, and with the bounded who were sometimes 
put up in stables. Some of , the people -attached to the 
Court tried to secure our house for the -Hereditary Grand 
Duke of Weimar, but we held out successfully against 
them. Then, an officer wanted to quarter a Prince of 
Mecklenburg upon us, but we also sent him packing, 
telling him it was out of the question, as the Charx^Uor 
of the Confederation lodged there. After a short 
absence, however;' I found that the Weimar gentlemen 
had forced themsSlves into the hbuse. We had reason 


to be thankful that they'’di<b not turn our Chief* out of 
^8 bed. 

, . : ^ 9 !he Minister oidy Tctorned alter 11 o’clock and I 
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had supper with him, th^ P^rty also^inoKuding the 
‘Hereditary Grand I^fco of Weimar, in tlift uniform tof 
the Light Bluft Hussara, and Count Solnja-younonwalde,'^ 
formerly attached to the Embassy in Paris, and now 
properly speaking a member of bur staff, although we 
had seen very httle of him recently. o 

The Chancellor gave us very full ^particulars of* his 
ride over the battle-field. He had been nearly twelve 
hoars in the saddle, with short intervals. They had 
been over the whole field, and were received with' great 
enthusiasm in all the camps and bivouacs. It was said 
that during the battle our troops had taken over 25,000 
prisoners, while 40,000 who ^ero, in Sedan surrendered 
under the capitulation, which Was concluded about noon. 

The Minister told us that Napoleon* was to leave 
for Germany, that is to say for Wilhelmshoho, on the' 
following morning. “ The question is,” said the Chief, 

“ whether he is to go by way of Stenay and Bar le Due 
or through Belgium.” “ In Belgium he would no 
longer be a prisoner,” said Solmsf “ Well, that woiild 
not matter,” replied the Ch)WL “ and it^would'not even 
do any harm if ho took an^fter direction. I was in 
favour of his going through^Belgium* and he seemed also 
inclined to take that route. If he failed to keep his 
word it would not injure us. But itf would l>c necessary 
to communicate beforehand with Brussels, and wc 
could mot have an answer in less than two days.” 

AJ>out 8 o’clock on the following morning, just as I 
was at breakfast, we heard a noise which sounded like 
heavy firing. It was only the horses in a neighbouring 
stable stamping on th*e wooden floor' probably out of 
temper .that they also shoiild have been put on short 
commons, as the drivers had only been able to give 
them half measures of oats. As a matter of fact there 
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waB a general scarcity. heard subsequently that 
JBfetzfeldt Ji^d been commissioned by the Chief to go to" 
Bfus^els. Shoutly afterwards the Chanc^or called 
to his bedside. • He had received 500 cigars, and wished 
me to divide them among thd wounded. I accordingly 
betook myseff to the barracks, which '’had *been trans- 
f^iymed into a hos^ittri, and to the bedrootus, barns and 
stables in the street behind our house. At first I only 
wished to divide my stock amongst the Prussians ; but 
the FVenchmen Aho were ' sitting by cast such longing 
glances at them, and their German neighbours on the 
straw pleaded so warmty on their behalf — “ We can’t 
let them look on while we^ arc smoking, they too have 
.shared* everything with ‘us” — that I regfw’ded it as no 
robbery to give them some too. They all complained 
hf 'hunger, and asked how long they were going to be 
kept there. Liater on they were supplied with soup, 
bread and sausages, and some of those in the bams and 
stables were even treated to bouillon and chocolate by 
a Bavarian volunteer hospital attendant. 

The morning was cold ‘lull and rainy. The masses 
of .Prussian and WUrttmberg troops who matched 
through the to-^n sC'emed however in the best of spirits. 
They sang to the music of llieir bands. In all proba- 
bility the feelings of the prisoners who sat in the long 
line of carts that passed in the opposite direction at the 
saineitime lyere more in harmony with the disagreeable 
weather and the clouded sky. About 10 o’clock^^aa I 
waded in the drizzling rain through the deep mud of 
the market-placer in fulfilment of my mission to the 
wounded, I*’ met' a 'Tong proceifeion of conveyances 
coming from the Meuse bridge under the escort, of the 
blaok death’s-head hussars. Most of them were covered 
ooftches, the remainder being baggage and commissariat 
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They were followed Igr a number of saddle 
* horses. In a ^^losed %coup4 immediately l^lund th^ 
hus§ars sat th# Pftaoner of Sedan V’ the En^pefbr 
Napoleon, on his way to Wilhelmishohe through 
Belgium. General CaatelAeau had a seat in his carriage. 
He was folTowed^in ah open waggonette the infantry 
general, Adjutant-General von Boycfn, who had be^n 
selected by the King as the Emperor's travelling 
cojnpanion, and by Jfrince Lyntrr and some of the 
officers whn^had been present at N&poleon's meeting 
with the Chancellor on the previous day. ‘‘ Boyen is 
capitally suited for that missiorl" said the Chief to us 
the night before ; he cai\ l^c .extremely rude in the 
moat polite way." ‘The MiniJ^r was probably •think- ^ 
ing of the possibility that ^soihc of tlii^ officers in 
the entourage of the august prisoner mighty takt? 
liberties. 

We learned •afterwards ’ that an indirect route 
tlirough Donchery had been taken, as the* Emperor Vas 
particularly anxious not to pass through Sedan. The 
hussars went as far jis the Rentier neij.r Boilillon, the 
nearest Belgian town. The^^Jmperor was not trer^d 
with disrespect the French pTisoticrs whom the party 
passed on the way. The officers on the other hand had 
occasionally to listen to some upplea^ant romorks. 
Naturally they were traitors," as indeed from this 
time ^forward everybody was who lost a battle pr 
8uffe:^ed any other mishap. It seerpji to have been a 
particularly painful moment for these gentlemen when 
they passed a great number of French field pieces 
that had fallen mto*our hands.’ Boyen^ related the 
foUowi^^ anecdote. One the EmperoFs aides-de- 
camp, I believe ' it was the Prince de la Moscowa, 
thought the guns belonged to us, as they were drawn 
vou I 
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by otir bprses, yet was «{»p«xently struck by something 
^ their appearance. He asked 

'■^“Quoi, es^-ce que vous avez Seux ^st^mes d’artil* 
leriel” ^ 

“ Non, monsieur, nous n’aVbns qu’uh aeul,” was the 
reply. 

^ “ Mais ces candns-lk ? ” 

“ Ils ne sont pas les ndtres, monsieur.” 



CHAPTER VII 


PROM THE. MEUSE ^“0 THE MARNE 

I AGAIN quote from my diary, i 

Saturday, September — We left Donchcry 
shortly before 1 o’clock. On the way we were orertakca 
by a short but severe storm, ^.ho thunder echoing along 
the valleys. This was followed by a heavy rain^ which 
thoroughly drenched the Chancellor, who sat in an open 
carriage, as he told us in the evening at table. Happily 
it had no serious conseque.nccs ; it depends more on 
diplomacy, and if the Chief werg to fall ill vyho could 
replace him ? 

I drove with th<; Councilors. Count lioliJcn gave 
us numerous dct/iila of the events of yesterday. Napoleon 
had loft Sedan at such an Sarly hour — it must have l>ccn 
before or shortly ‘after daybreak — because he fek it was 
unsafe to remain in the • midst of the furious soldiery, 
who .were packed into the fortress like herrings in a 
barrel, and who burst into paroxysips of rage, breaking 
their rifles and swords on hearing of the capitulation. 
During the first interview at Donchcry the Minister had, 
amongst other thingi^ told Wim^ffefi he*must be well 
aware .that the arrogance^ anfl quarrelsomeness of the 
French, and their jealousy at the success of neighboip'' 
ing peoples, did not Originate with Ifte working and 

u 2 
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industrial^ closes, but wit^ tbe journalilsts and the mqb. 
T^ese elem^ts, however, swayed (public ’opinion, con- 
s^eSnipg it tg their will# For tnat reason the*mqral 
guarantees to which the general had referred would be 
of no value. We must have “material guarantees, at 
present by th^ capitulation of the army in Sedan, and 
th^ by the cessiori of’ the great fortresses in the East. 
The surrender of the French troops took place on a kind 
of peninsula formed by a bend of the Meuse. Moltke had 
ridden out some distance from Vendresse to meet the King. 
The interview between the two Sovereigns took place in 
the drawing-room of the <|hfl,teau of Bellevue. They were 
alone together for about ten. minutes. Subsequently the 
King summoned the officers of his suite, ordered the cap- 
itulation to ba read to tim, and, with tears in his eyes, 
theulke^ them for their assistance. The Crown Prince 
is understood to have informed • the Hessian regiments 
that the ting had selected Cassel for the internment of 
the Emperor Napoleon, in recognition of their gallantry. 

The l^inister dinqd with the King at Vendresse, 
where we once more put up ^or the night, but he never- 
theless took some refresh/ ent with us afterwards. He 
read? over to us a portion of a letter from his wife, 
energetically expressing in biolical terpas her hope that 
the French would be destroyed. He then added medi- 
tatively, Well, in 1866 — seven days. This time possibly 
seven . times . seven. Yes — when did we cross, the 
frontier ? On the 4th ? No, on the 10th of August. Five 
weeks ago. Seven times seven — it may be possible.” 

I again send off a couple of articles to Germany, 
amongst thenf beidg ohe on the results of the battle of 
the Ist September. ‘ 

,^W6 are to start for Reims to-moprow, our first halt 
t^be at Rethel. <1* * ' 




• Rethel, September Svelting. — Early this morning 

before we left Vendi^sse I was called to tbe Cliie^ 4o 
receive instructions respecting reports for the* news- 
papers of his meeting •with Napoleon. Towards the 
close he practically .dictated what I was t^say.^ Shortly 
afterwards, about half- past 10, the c§.rriages arrived, and 
we began oun journey into the champagne country. 
The way was at first somewhat hilly, then we came to 
a* softly undulating plain, .with numerous fruit gardens, 
and finallyto a poor district with very few villages. 
We passed some large detacl^cnts of troops, at first 
Bavarians, and after^t^ards th^ 6 th and 50 th Pru.ssian 
regiments. Amongpt the latt^ Willisch saw his brother, 
who had been in battle, and had escaped unwoundedT 
A little further on the carriage of Princo Charles had tp 
be left behind at a village, as the a.xle had •caught 
fire. We took Count Eonhoff, the Prince’s master of 
the horse, and Major von Freyherg, aide-de-can^ to 
Prince LuitpoH of Bavaria,* into our conveyance. The 
tragedy at BazeiDes was mentioned, and the pmjor gave 
an account of the cirt^umsta^^nig, which differed consider- 
ably from that of Count B^len* According to^him 
twenty peasants, including one woman,, lost their lives, 
but they were killed in fight while opposing the soldiers, 
who stormed the place. A pricsf was *aftcr wards shot 
by court martial. The *Major however does not appear 
to hJtve been a* witness of the (x^currenCes which* he 
relaf^, so that his account of the efffair may also prove 
to be inaccurate. He knew nothing of the hangings 
mentioned by Bohlen^ There arp spme jpcoplc whose 
tongues, are more cruel than tljeir dispositions- 

W6 arrived at Rethel #bout 5.30 p.m. The quarter- 
master had chosen ^l^ging for us in the^roomy and weU- 

> These particoljurm ere woAiad up into the (nweding ohepter. 
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famisiiedf reeideuce of odo M. Duval, in the Kue Grahd 
fiont. The*entire field bureau of ^he Foreign Office was 
quartered in this'house. After dinner I was summofied 
three times to receive, instructions from the Chief. 
Amongst othej things he said : “ Metz and Btrassburg 
are what we require and what we wish to t^ke — that is 
thr fortresses. Alsace is a professorial idea.” He evi- 
dently referred to the strong emphasis laid upon the 
Gtermaq past of th 9 .t province and* the circumstance that 
the inhabitants still retained the use of the Gorman 
language. C 

In the meantime thtf German newspapers were de- 
livered. It was highly ''s^isfactory to observe that the 
South German press also began to oppose the efforts of 
fpreign diplotnacy which* desired to mediate in the 
negotiations for peace between ourselves and France. 
In this respect the Schwdbische Merkur vf&B perfectly 
in a<jcord with the Chief's views in saying ; “ When the 
German peoples marched to the Rhine in order to defend 
their native land, EilVopoan diplomacy said the two 
antagonists must be allc^ ed to fight out their own 
quarrel, and that tho wacrffiust be thus localised. Well, 
we !have carried on that wa^ alone against those who 
threatened all Europe, and we now also desire to locaUse 
the conclusion 'of pJiace. In Paris wo shall ourselves 
dictate the conditions which must protect the German 
pe6ple from 'a renewal of such preda<ioou8 inveisibn as 
the war of 1870, and the diplomats of foreign PoVers 
who looked on as spectators shall not bo allowed to 
have anything to .say, in the matter. Those who took 
no part in the fight shall ^have no voice in the negotia- 
•^ns.” “Wo must breed otS*er articles from thiii one,” 
8t»d the Chief, and it did. ^ *■ 

SefMUnber 5th, — DAxin^ the wh(de forenoon 
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gx«at masses troops marched along 'a roa^ not far 
from our quarters a^ Rethel Bridge. The processiqp 
was cibsed by four regiments* of Pruaaiaq, infan tiy. * It 
was very noticeable how /ew oflficem thof o were, ^veral 
companies^were tinder command of young lieutenants 
or ensigns. This* was the case with tlfc ^th and ^6th, 
one battalion qf which carried a ‘captured Freneh eag^le. 
Although the day was stiflingly hot, and the men were 
covered with the white dust of* the limestone roads, 
they marclicd steadily and wgll. Our coachman placed 
a bucket of water by the Vay, so thtft they could fill 
their tin cans and glasses, and tsometimes their helmets, 
as they passed. 

Between 12 and 1 o’clock wc^ started for Reims ; th<j 
district through which the rqad runs is jn great part an 
undulating plain with few villages. ^ ' * 

At length we see ‘ the towers of the Cathedral of 
Reims rising over the glistening plains, and beyond the 
town the blue heights that change to green as we 
approach them, and show white villages a^png their 
sides. We drive at first ^Oirough poor outskirts and 
then through better streets, across a square with a 
monument,' to the Rue de Cloltre, 'where we take up our 
quarters, opposite the Calfcedral, in a handsome house, 
which belongs to a M. Dauphinot. THie Chief lodged 
on the first floor, while the oflice was set up on the 
grotlnd floor. The streets are crowded with Brussian 
an<^ WUrtemberg soldiers. The JBLiug has done the 
Archbishop the honour of taking up his quarters in his 
Palace. 1 hear that our landlord is the Mairc of Reims, 
Keudey understands that the territory to be retained by 
us at*the close of the w|r will probably not bo incor- 
porated with any* one State or divided between several, 
bat will become the ^ll«ctive poaseseidfe of all Germany. 
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In the evening the Qhief dined with us, and eis'we 
^e here in ^he centre of the champagne country we try 
scVeraJ brand§. •In the course of convolution thfe Chief 
mentions that he is usually beared at the royal table. 
“ When there are but few guestg I sit near the Kling, 
and then it il? tolerable. But when there are a great 
number present I art placed between the Bavarian 
Prince and the Grand Duke of Weimar, and .then the 
conversation is inexpressibly tedious.” Some one re- 
marked that yesterday a^shot w^s fired out of a caf4 
at a squadron of our hussars. The Minister said the 
house must be immediotelj'^ destroyed, and the pro- 
prietor tried by court vjaartial. Stieber should be 
instructed to inquire into the matter. 

I understand we are to remain here for ten or twelve 
dayfe. ^ 

Tuesday, September 6th. — I have been working 
hard from 10 to 3 o’clock without interruption in 
preparing, amongst other things, exhaustive, and also 
shorter, articles respeoting the conditions upon which 
Germany should make pgf,ice. The Chief found an 
article that appeared iij<Bi.he Volkszeitung of the Slst 
of August “ very sensible and well worth caUing 
attention to.” The writer exfgued against the annexa- 
tion to Prussia of the conquered French territory ; and 
after endeavouring to show thkt such a course would 
rather cweaken than strengthen Prussia, concluded with 
the words : “ Our aim ought to be, not the aggrandise- 
ment of Prussia, but the unification of Germany, and 
to put it out of the powpr of France to harm us.” 
Bamberger hhs established a Pronch newspaper at 
Nancy, to which we are !o ^nd reporte from time to 
time. 

At dinner Otount Bohlen ramslrked, as he counted 



s«gt. 6, 1870] tHJ^ REPUBLIC PROCLAIMED IN PARIS 169 

___ I - ^ ^ ^ j 

>the places, “ I hqpe we are not thirteen."’ ‘‘ No/' * ‘ That’s 
right, as the Minist^ does not like thatf number/^ 
Bohlen* who seems to be chafged with*thg supervision 
of the fleshpots, has ty-day pyidently inspired the 
genius of f>ur chef-detQuisine to one of his greatest 
achievements. The dinner is magnificent. Amongst 
the guests are Von KnobelsdorfF, a captain in the 
Guards ; Count York, and one Count Briihl, a somo- 
wlfht bashful young man, in^the uniform of a lieu^nant 
of dragoons. • The latter brought the great news that a 
Republic had been proclaimed! in Paris and a Provisional 
Government appointed, in whjch Gambetta, hitherto 
one of the orators (jf the Opj^fosition, and Favre have 
portfolios. RCchefort, the editor of Iaju Lante^me, is 
also a. member of the Cabinet. It is sitid that they 
wish to continue the war against us. The position has, 
therefore, not improved in so far as peace is copcerned ; 
but it is also by no means worse, especially if J:he 
Republic lasts, and it becomes, later on, a question of 
gaining friends at foreign Courts. ♦ For the ynesent it 
is all over with Napoleoil^iand Lulu. Like Louis 
Philippe in 1848, the Empress^^ fled. Wo shall s^on 
discover what thre lawyers and literary pien, who have 
now taken over the conduc^^rf affairs, can do. Whether 
France will recognise their authodty remains* to be 
seen. 

Otlr uhlans are now at Chateau Thierry ; irf t\Co 
days they may reach Paris. It is now certain, however, 
that we shall remain another week at Reims. Count 
Bohlen reported to thc^Chief the result of his inquiries 
respecting the cafC from which our cavalry were fired 
at. Yielding to jbhe entreaties of the proprietor, who 
is believed to be innocent, the house has not been 
destroyed. Moreover^ the treacherous s&ot failed of its 
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efiPect, . The proprietoi> hf(fe been let gff with a fine of 
iitwo hun<ired or two hundred^ and fifty bottles of 
’cIianftpagne,*to*be presehted to the squadron ; find this 
he gladly paid! . . , 

At tea somebody (I now forget wlio it -^yas) referred 
to the exceptional position accorded 'to the Saxons in 
the North German Confederation as regards military 
arrangements. The Chancellor did not consider the 
matter of much importance. “ Moreover, that arraifge- » 
ment was not made on my initiative,” he observed ; 

“ Savigny concluded the treaty, as I was seriously ill at 
the time. I am dispo^d to regard even less narrowly 
the arrangements respe^ing the foreign relations of the 
smaller States. Many people lay too much stress on 
^thia point, atid apprehend danger from the retention of 
their t. diplomatic representatives besides those of the 
Gonfedejration. If such States* were in other respects 
powerful, they could, even without official representa- 
tives, exchange letters with foreign Courts and intrigue 
by word pf mouth against our policy. That could be 
managed by a ‘dentist oa^hny other personage of that 
description. Moreqvej^the Diets will soon refuse to 
grant the sums required for all such luxuries. ” 

Thursday, Septemh&)-^fh . — The Chancellor gives a 
great dinner, the gtiests including the Hereditary Grand 
Duke of Mecklenburg-Schw'erin, Herr Stephan., the 
Chief Director of the Post Office, and the* three 
Americans. Amongst other matters mentioned at 
table were the veirious reports as to the affair at 
Bazeilles. The Minister, said t^t peasants could not 
be permitted to take part in the defence of a. position. 
Not being in 'uniform tLey^^o^d “ot be recognised as 
oonabatants — they were able to throw away their arms 
tMUSkOtjoed. chances must ills equal for both sidee. 
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^beken coneideied that Bafeilfhs was hardly treated, 
and thought the war j^ught to be conducted •in a more* 
humane* manner. Sheridan, *to whoiif MacLeair has* 
translated these remarks, of a different opinion. He 
considers tb^it in war it. is expedient, even from the 
political pointy of View, to treat the pqpxTlation with the 
utmost rigour also. He expressed himself roughly as 
follows ; The proper strategy consists in tlie first 

.pla^e in inflicting as telling blows as possible uj)pn the 
enemy’s army, and theji in causing the inhabitants so 
much suffering that they must long for peace, and force 
their Government to demand it The people must be 
left nothing but their eyes to wCep with over the war. ” 
Somewhat heartless it seems to ran, but perhaps worthy * 
of consideration. 

Friday, September 9th . — Engaged all the for*;noon 
and until 3 o’clock in writing various articles, .amongst 
others one on the inconceivable attocliment of the 
Aisacians to France, their wluntiiry liclotry, and the 
blindness which will not permit ttiem to sec^ and feel 
that the Gauls only fegard a kind of second- 

rate Frenchmen, and in many^:i>3pects treat them ^lac- 
cordingly. New§ has arri^d that Pari^ is not to be 
defended against ijs nor regaWed as a fortress. This is 
very questionable, as, according to' other repot1>4, the 
French have still some regular troops at their disposal, 
although not mafty. 

Sf%tU7xl4xy, September 10th. — The* Chief dined with 
the Kin g to-day, but also joined us at table for half-an- 
honr. Bohlen, who h^ visited the ^Imperial chAteau 
at Mourmelon, near ChAlons, told us how the people 
had wi*teked the .whole p|^ce, breaking the furniture, 
mirrors, Aftei^^nner the Chancellor had a long 

alcme with Bo^en |chud Delbriick, wht were amongst 
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the guests. I was 'w afterwards supunoned to* th^ 
^Minister to receive instructionl^ respecting a coramu- 
' rnqii^ to tlwe two Frentih newspapers published •here, 
namely ^the Oourier ^de la JJhampagne and the In- 
d^endant RSmois, It was to the folloydng effect : 

If the ReiSis^ press were to declare^ itself in favour of 
proclamation of *a French Republic, and recognise 
the new Government by publishing its decrees, it 
might be inferred tliat as ther town is occupied by ^ 
German troops t^e organs in question were acting in 
harmony with Ihc views of the German Government. 
This is not the case. The* German Government 
respects the liberty of ^ the press here as at home. It 
has however up to tfie present recognised no Govern- 
ment in France except that of the Emperor Napoleon* 
^Kerofore until further notice it can only recognise the 
Imperial^ Government as authorised to enter upon 
international negotiations.’' 

give the following from my diary merely to show 
the genuine kindness and simple good-heartedness of our 
Chief. After giving mo A.iy instructions he remarked 
that I had not been loq^^Kg well ; and when I tokbhim I 
had been rathej* unwell for the last fewMay^, he inquired 
minutely into the details,^ .Jnd asked jne whether I had 
consulted any -doctor. I said I had not much faith in 
physicians. 

. ‘‘cWell,”.he replied, “ they certainly are not offmuch 
use as a rule, and ©ften only make us worse. But this 
is no laughing matter. Send to Lauer — he is really a 
good man. I ca'tinot tell you how much my health 
owes to him during this campaign. Go to bed for a 
couple of days and you ^llybe all right again. ♦Other- 
wise you wiU have a relapse €ind may not be able to stir 
for three week^ I often suffer the same way, and 
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yihen. I take thirty ^o thirty -£v^ drops from *ftiat little 

"^ttle on the cliimne^piece. Take it \vitl% you, but^ 
brin^ it> back again. And when I send for you teil* 
me if you are not able to come and I will go to you. 
You can perhaps* write ift bed.’' 

Sunday ,* Septefnher Ilf A— The Chiefs bottle has 
had an excellent effect. I was again ‘able to rise early 
and work with ease. The contents of the communiqtte 
weae forwarded to the. newspaper *at Nancy as well as 
to the Gemfan press. It w^as pointed but, in correction 
of the remarks of the Kiel(^' Zeitung hnd the Berlin 
Volkszeitung, that Prussia did not conclude the Peace of 
Prague with France, but with Ajustria, and that, con- 
sequently, the French have as liftle to do with paragraph 
5 as with any other paragraph of that treaty. 

In the course of the day one M. Werle called upon* 
the Chief. He was a tall, haggard man, with the red 
ribbon in his button-hole which appears to b*e indis- 
pensable to every well-dresped Frenchman. He • is 
understood to be a member of the J^cgislative Chamber, 
and a partner in the firm of ^^uve Clicquot. He wished 
to speak to the Chief as to measures for mitigating the 
distress whicN prevailed in the Pawfi, and for providing 
against popular riofs. It w^J^^feared that the working 
classes here, being'in a state of fern>ent, .would declare 
in favour of a Red Republic. As Reims was an indus- 
trial cantre, with tgn or twelve thousand ouxn^rs within 
its waUs, there might be general grounji for apprehension 
on the withdrawal of our troops. That also was a thing 
one could have hardly dreamed of ‘a month ago — 
Glerman soldiers protecting the French from Obmmunism ! 

Aft^ 'dinner I was sumjponbd several times to the 
Chief to receive instructions. In Belgium and Luxem- 
bnig OUT wounded 'ifereu received in %n unfriendly 
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manner, is stispeQted, probably not without re^fison, 

tliat ultrjjmontane influence ia, at the bottom of thSs 
.conduct. Favje,'" “ who, docs n6t exis,; for us,” ^ the 
Chiel* declared to-day, has asked, indirectly through 
London, ‘whether we a‘re disposed to grant an armistice 
and to enterointo negotiations. Pavre seems to consider 
this question as very pressing. The Chancellor, however, 
does not. 

When Bdlsing biought in the despatch from Berns- 
torff, ' stating that Lord Granville requested an early 
reply from the Chancellor of the*Confederation to Favre’s 
inquiry, the Minister simply remarked, “ There is no 
hurry to answer this rubbish.” 

After 10 P.M. the Chief joined us at tea. 

The conversation* ultimately turned on the politics 
^ofe recent years. The ^)hancelIor said ; “ What I am 
proudest of, however, is our success in the Schleswig- 
Holstein afi'air, in which the diplomatic intrigues would 
furnish matter for a play. In the first place, Austria 
could not well hav^ sided with the Augustenburger in 
presence' of hgr pro viou|ij. attitude as recorded in the 
pryceedings of the Qo^iuanic Diet, for which she was 
bevrnd to show some regard. Then she w,.anted to find 
some tolerable way out o^/ae cmbaCTassment in which 
she htjd involved JaePself with the Congress of Princes 
at Frankfort. Immediately after the death of the King 
of Denmark I explained what I wanted in a long speech 
at a sitting of the Council of State. The officif^ who 
drew up the minutes of the sitting omitted the most 
important part of my speech ; ho must have thought 
that I had«'ltmched too well, and would be glad if he 
left it out. But I took'care that it was again’ inserted. 
It was difiBculti however, to ^arry my idea into execution. 
ENrezything was against it — ;Au|tria, the English, the 
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States — both Liberal anji ^ti-Libeftil, *ftie Oppo- 
^ion in the Dfet, inflyential personages at ^ourt, and 
the majority of the PrCss. 

“ Yes, at that time there was some ♦nara ngnnng, 
the hardest being with 6he Coilrt, and it dfemandod 
stronger nerVes than mme. It was about •the same at 
Baden-Baden ‘before the Congress, at* Frankfort, when 
the King of Saxony was in Baden, and wanted our 
King to go to that Assembly. It* was literally in the 
sweat of my ^row that I prevented hira from doing so.” 
I asked the Chief, after some further remarks, if the 
King had really wished to join the other Princes. “ He 
certainly did,” replied the Minister, “ and I only suc- 
ceeded with the utmost difficulty in preventing him. 
Literally hanging on to his coat-tails.” Thg Chief then 
continued to the following effect : “ His Majesty said ho* 
could not well do othervsuse when a King had come to 
him as a courier to 'bring the invitation. All the women 
were in favour of his going, the Dowager Queen, the 
reigning Queen, and the Grand Dychess of Baden. I 
declared to the Dowager that^would noj remain Minis- 
ter nof return to Berlin if thc^^ing allowed himself ^to 
be persuadedv She said she waS very sorry, but if I 
seriously meant that, she nw^^ surrender* her own view 
and use her influerree with the King jn the other direc- 
tion, although it was greatly opposed to her own con- 
victions, The affair was, however, still made (juit^ 
disagi^feable enough for me. After the King of Saxony 
and ]^ust had been with him, his Majesty lay on the 
sofa and had an attack of hysterical weeping ; and when 
at length I had succeeded in wringiag from him the 
letter o^ fefusal, I was myself «o weak and exhausted 
that 1 coTild scarce^ stand/ Indeod, I actually reeled 
M T left the room, was so nervous sand unhinged 
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that in cft)sin^ the oujber, door I lS)re off the handle. 
The aide-^e-camp asked me if , I was '’unwell. I said^ 
^ No, I am all rjght again now’ told'^Beust, twowever, 
that I wouf(i Jhave'the regiment stationed at Rsistatt 
brought over to guard* the h^use, abd to prevent any- 
body else h»vmg access to the King in brder to put 
fre^ pressure up6n him.” Keudell also mentioned that 
1?he Minister had intended to get Beust arrested. It 
was getting late when the Chief, had finished his naj^ra- 
tive of those events, so he retired, saying ; “'Yes, gentle- 
men, a delicate' nervous sy stern has to endure a good 
deal. I shall therefore be off to bed. Good night.” 

Monday, Septemhef 12<A. — Engaged writing various 
^ paragraphs till noon. * 

AccordiUig to som’e of the German papers the Chief 
•hard declared that in the l)attle of Sedan, Prussia’s allies 
fought best. What he said, however, was only that 
they co-operated in the best possible way. “The 
Belgians,” said the Minister, “ display such hatred 
towards us and such^warm attachment for the French, 
that perhaps ^.fter all something might be done to 
sa^sfy them. It migh(**%t any rate be well to suggest 
that arrangements^ even with the» present French 
Government are not enti^e^y out of the question, which 
would. gratify Belgian yearnings towards France. Call 
attention,” added the Chief,. “ to the fact that the 
prese^pt animosity in Belgium is due chiefly to , ultra- 
montane agitation.” 

The Bavarian Count Luxburg, who is staying with 
Kllhlwetter, has distinguished himself by his taJent and 
zeal. In future he is to 'take part in the consideration 
of all important questions. 

, A report has been receiv^ to th^ effect that America 
. katl offered her^aervices as a med^tor between ourselves 
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•and. the new French Republic. .This m^iation will not 
declined, and as a matter of fact would l|e prefeixe^ 
to tbat^of any oilier State. It* may be assumed that the 
authorities at Washington are not disposed to interfere 
with our necessary military operations, which would 
however probably be 'the consequence of*sifch mediation. 
The Chief ap'pears to have been for a* considerable time 
past well disposed tow^arda the Americans, and not long 
ago it was understood that he hope*d to secure permission 
to fit out ^hips in the American hai5>ourB against the 
French navy. Doubtless tlfere is no lounger any proba- 
bility of this being don.e. 

To conclude from a communication which he has 
forwarded to Carlsruhe, the Minister regards the general ^ 
situation as follows : — “ Peace seems to, J)e still very 
remote, as the Government in Paris does not prornise* M 
be permanent. When the proper moment for negotia- 
tions has arrived* the King will summon his* allies to 
consider our demands. Our principal object is ^nd 
remains to secure the South-Western German^ frontier 
against the danger of a Frcrl^ invasiorif to which it has 
now .been subjected for centAics. A neutral bi^er 
State like Belgium or Switzerland Vouk^ not serve ^ur 
purpose, as it would unque%ii’ 5 inably join France in case 
of a fresh outbreak: of war. Metz and Slrassbur^, with 
an adequate portion of surrounding territory, must belong 
to all*Germany, serve as a protective baprier against 
the French. The partition of thii% territory between 
single States is inexpedient. The fact that this war has 
been waged in common cannot fail tef have exercised a 
healthy influence in *other respects "on fhe cause of 
Germap unity ; but neverthnle^ Prussia wiU, as a matter 
of course, after thetwar asflwfore it, respect the views of 
the South, and avoid jveu the suspicion of any kind of 
vox*. I N 
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pressure^ In tnis matt^p a great deal will depend upon 

fhe personal disposition and determination of the King 
t)f B^ivaria/’^ • . 

Before dinrfbr to-day Prince Luitpold of Bavaria had 
a long interview with the Chief ^ In the evening at tea 
the . Ministerf referring to this ihteiS^iew, said: “The 
I^ince is certainly a* good fellow, but I "rather doubt 
whether he understood the hietorical and political state- 
ments which I made to him to-day/' 

I have reason to believe that this interview was the 
beginning of negotiations which were several times 
interrupted) between the Chancellor of the Confedera- 
tion and the Emperors of Austria and Russia, which 
^ gradually led to an understanding and finally resulted 
in the so-called Drei JCai^er Bilndniss, or Three 
Emperors' Alliance. The object of these “ historical 
and political statements " was to induce Prince Luitpold 
to write a letter to his brother-in-law, the Archduke 
Albrecht, submitting certain views to the personal con- 
sideration of the Emperor Francis Joseph. This was 
one of tlie few ways in wXiich it appeared possible for 
those consideratir)ns to il-ach the Emperor's own ear in 
an ' ungarbled form. ' They were as fbllows : The turn 
which events have taken -?k.^Paris renders it possible to 
regard -the prerent Svar between Germany and France as 
a defence of monarchical conservative principles against 
the republican and socialistic tenets adopted by the 
present holders of power in France. The proclamation 
of the Republic in Paris has been welcomed with weirm 
approval in Spain’; and it is to be expected that it will 
obtain a lik^ reception in Italy. ^ In that circumstance 
lies the great danger for Those European States that are 
governed on a monarchical System. The l>est security 
for the cause of order and civilisation against this 
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-solifiarity of thg revolutionao^ And republican elements 
"would be a clever un^bn of those countries^which, likft 
GerBaaby, Kussia, and Austria,* still affoAl a firm support 
to the monarchical prir\ciple. ^ Austria, ho\ycver, can 
only bo included in simh an undersPinding when it is 
recognised in thfif country that the aftempts hitherto 
rfiade in the Cislcithan half of the monarchy to inti¥)- 
duce a liberal system arc based on a misPikcn policy, 
as* arc also the national^ experiments in a ^Polish 
direction. The appointment of K^^ezko, a Polish 
literary man, to a position in which he is in close 
relations with Beust, 'the Chancellor of tln^. Empire, 
whose policy and tendency a]^e* well known, together 
with the latest declarations of .Klaczko, must*be re-* 
garded as indications of Beust’s ownf views and 
intentions. This co-operation with tlui J^olish 

revolutionists, togcthei' with the hostility to Russia 
which is manifested thereby, is for the .( Chancellor of 
the German Confcderatiori a serious hindrance to goo<l 
relations with Austria, and must/at the same. time be 
regarded as an indication ol^^mtility ourselves. In 
connection with the above the position of the Cislcithan 
half of the dbal State must be taken into consideration, 
and the difficulties which it presents (;annot be over- 
come except by a conservative It fs only 

through the frank adoption of relations of mutual 

confidence towards united Germany and -Russia* that 
Austria can find the supj>ort which «he n^quires against 
revolutionary and centrifugal forces, a supjxirt which 
she has lost through^ the disastrous policy of Count 
Beust. 

Prince Luitpokhs letteiygiving expression to tltcse 
views failed to prodijce desired result. It is true 

the Archduke Albrecht mibmittcd it to the Emperor, 

N 2 
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but he , showed it at •the same time to Beust. JEIis 

0 

ifnswer, which was inspired by Bf^ust, was in the maiiT 
fo'^the, effect that Austria,' so long as no special political 
advantages werS offered^ by U8,^did not feel any need of 
support. If Prussia, as it would appear, regarded a 
rapprochement ‘with Austria as desitsible or requisite, 
nothing had been heard so far as to what she had 
to offer in return to the dual monarchy, whose in- 
terests were complex. The Emperor would gladly 
consider any suggestions that reached- him in a 
direct way. 

The Tsar Alexander was informed of the attempt 
made in Vienna through the Bavarian Prince, his 
o attention being at the^same time called todhe notorious 
understanding' which existed between the present 
tJoVeiyiment in Paris and the revolutionary pro- 
pagandists throughout Europe.' The desirability of a 
close co-opera,tion of the Eastern Powers against this 
movement was urged upon* him on the one hand, while 
on the other the nec^sity was pointed out for Germany 
to avoid, when ^oncluding>^peace, anything which might 
look like disregard fqi^'the real reqiiirements of the 
country in the matter of frontier protection and 
security, and thus give tko'l^erman revolutionary party 
an opportunity of poisoning the public mind. The 
Tsar declared himself in perfect agreement with these 
viewa, and expressed a strong desire for the realieation 
of the proposed union of the monarchical elements 
against the revolutionary movement. 

Subsequently, after the insvurrection of the Com- 
munists in Paris, the progress of the International, upon 
which considerable stress was also laid in the Press, was 
used as a further argument i^r the 'combination of the 
oonservative Powers agaiitet ^the republican am^ 
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socialistic propaganda. This j^imc the representations 
question me^ with^ore success in Vienni. | 

*Tilesd<xyy September \^th , — In the qourse pf Ih'b 
forenoon I was called in ^ the Chancelfor six^ times, and 
wrote as paany^ paragi^aphs for the press. Amongst 
them were two fbf the local French jDa'^3e?‘s, which, also 
feceived some information from us yesterday. Arrange- 
ments were made to secure the insertion of the portrait 
aifd biography of General von Blumenthal in the 
illustrated papers with whi«h we entertain friendly 
relations, a distinction wfiich he has well deserved. 

So far as one can sec,” said the Chief, ‘‘ the papers 
make no mention of him, although he is chief of the 
staff to the Crown Prince, aigl, next after Moltke,^ 
deserves most credit for the conduct of thh war. 

“ I should like a grant to be made to him. He won 
the battles of Wpissenburg and W(jrt]i, and afterwards 
those of Beaumont and Sedan, as the Crown Prince was 
not always interfering with his plans, iis Prince Frederick 
Charles did in 1866. The latter fencied that he under- 
stood a great deal about tliAe^aatters.’* 

In the evening the Count sent for me once more.. 
It was merely to show me a telegram, which he haifded 
to me with a smile. It was tr message from the Grand 
Duke of Weimar to the Grand Ducliess, couched in the 
style of the King’s despatches to the Queen, in which 
the Duke reported, “ My army has fought very bravel5^.” 
Greatness, like murder, will out. But still there are 
cases in which imitation had better be avoided. 

On the 14th of September, shortly before 10 o’clock, 
we started for Ch&teau Thieny, and reached Meaux on 
the next day. j 

Before dinner ’\ye hejtd that a pa/rlementuire has 
arrived fix)m Paris, ali^it dark-haired young gentle- 

. lI 
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m^n, who is now standiu^ in the courtyard before ihe 
(fief’s hou%e. From his langua^ he would appear to'^ 
be'hn Jlnglishman. In the evening he has a long con- 
versation with the Chief over a bottle of kirschwasser, 

• ^ s 

and turns out to be Mr. Edward Malet, an attach^ of 
the British Erfibassy in Paris. As F hiid to pass through 
the ante-chamber I noticed the attendant, Engel, with 
his ear to the keyhole, curious to know what they were 
talking about. He had brought a letter from Lord 
Lyons 'asking whether the Count would enter into 
negotiations with Favre aS to the conditions of an 
armistice. The Chancellor is understood to have re- 
plied : “ As to conditions of peace, yes ; but not for an 
armistice.” ^ 

I see from, the letters of some Berlin friends that 
rtiaiiy well-meaning and patriotic persolis cannot bring 
themselves to accept the idea that the conquered terri- 
tory is not to be annexed to Prussia. According to a 
cominunication from Heinrich von Treitschke, of Frei- 
burg, it is feared th.at Alsace and Lorraine may be 
handed over to Bavaria, and that a new dual system 
may thus arise. In a letter to the Chief he says ; “ It 
IB obvious thaL Prussia alone is capable of once more 
Germanising the TeutonitM»p'rovinees of France.” He 
refers to a “ circumstance to which too little attention 
is paid in the North — namely, that aU sensible' men -in 
South . Germ^y desire to see Alsace Jianded over to 
Prussia ; ” and declares that “ it is a great mistake, if it 
is thought in the North that the South must be r^arded 
by an increase of territory and population.” r cannot 
ixiilkgine where Treitschke can havS heard such erroneous 
views. So far as I am aWar^ they ar^ held by npne of 

* In peneenoe of Uter erente he oai^hetdl; hKye expressed himself in 
■ thia'Vnr. 1. ’ 





Sept'i-5, *870} •ALSACE-L.ORRAiPi.a A lej 

ft A 

our people. I fancy it is thought hero that the South 
%ill be sufficient-ly rewarded in being at length secured 
agaiush French* lust conquest. Other ideas of l4ie 
writer can only be regarded as soimd in* certain circum- 
stances. Our Chief’s plaii, to which I have previously 
referred, is unquestionably more just and better adapted 
to the existihg situation — namely, t5 make those pro- 
vinces the. common property of all Germany. By taking 
that course the conquered territory would not become 
an object 'of envy and a 'cause of ‘dissatisfaerton to 
Prussia’s allies ; but, on tin? contrary, would serve as a 
bond of union between, klorth and South. 

I hear from Williach that certain apprehensions are 
entertained in* Berlin, which ate understood to originate 
in the entourage of the Queen. Owing ^o the anxiety 
oecasioned by the blowing-up of the citadel at^Laion*, 
objections are raised to dhe King entei’ing Paris, where, 
it is apprehended, something might happen* to him. 
Wrangel has telegraphed in this sense to' the King, •and 
it is stated that as a matter o^ fact his Majesty is 
now no longer inclined to ^o to Paris, .and i§ disposed 
to await the further devclop^lpnt of affairs at Roths- 
child’s place* in* Ferrifjres^ which 'lies about half-way 
between Meaux ajid Paris. 

Prince Hohehlohe dines at our t^le, where the 
Chief edso joins us after returning from dinner with the 
King* We learrv that Reims will be the administrative 
centise of the French provinces occqpied by our troops, 
•with -the exception of Alsace and Lorraine. The Grand 
Duke of Mecklenburg is Governor-General, and will be 
at the head of the administration, aild H<3henlohe will 
talce apposition under him. * 

The Chief remarked his cousin, who complained 
of not feeling weR : “ J[t your age ”*(Bohlen is now 
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tliirty-eight) “ I was stiy, as sound as bell, and could 
^ke all soBts of liberties with, myself. It was at StiT 
Petereburgh that my health fii-st sprang a leak.” * •> 

Somebody thmed the conversation on Paris and the 
subject of the French and tfuj „ Alsacians. The Chief 
gave kis view§ <5n this matter very fiiliy, addressing his 
r^piarks to me at the close, which I took to be a 
permission, or a hint, ^that I should either get<his words 
or their purport into the newspapers. The AlsaciSns 
and the Germans of Lorrajne, he declared, supply France 
with numbers o± capable men, especially for the army, 
but they are not held of much account by the French, 
and seldom attain to high positions in the service of the 
c State, \vhile they are laughed at by the Parisians, who 
make caricatures and stories out of them, just as the 
Irish *are laughed at in London. “ Other French 
provincials are treatei in the 'same way,” added the 
Minister, “ if not quite so badly. To a certain extent, 
France is divided into two nations, the Parisians and 
the Pro'dncials, and the latter are the voluntary helots 
of the former. The objects to be aimed at now is the 
emancipation, the lib<y:^ion of France from Parisian 
rul6. When a provincial feels that he Is capable of 
making a future for hircuelf he comes to Paris, and is 
there adopted ^intoy and becomes one of, the ruling 
caste. It is a question whether we should, not obhge 
them 'to take back the Emperor as a punishment. “ That 
‘p£^g^ill possible, aa the peasants do not wish to be 
is thou^d®^ from Paris. France is a nation of ciphers — 
by an inor^^- French are wealthy and elegant, 

inxagine whetfe'^® individuality, no consciousness^ as 

They are lik& thirty 
of “whom is in himself 
^to be compared with 


Views. So far if omy as a mass. 

, Kaflirs, eachVnne 

■ " - * In preeenoe oi UU , jp 

jTorthless, notf iit 
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Russians and Italians, to say rs!>tliing of ourselves. ' It 
was an easy task tc^* recruit out of this impersonal, 
inv»tdbrate mass a phalanx ready •to , oppress t*li6 
remainder of the country^ so long as it was not united.” 

After dinner 'wrote spveral paragraphs in accordance 
with the Chief’s? ‘instructions and exjllanations. .The 
stibjects were : The German friends of the Republic- 
men bke. Jacobi, the Socialistic Democrats, and others 
holding similar views— •-will not hear of the annexation 
of French territory, beyig in ^e first place Republicans, 
and only in a secondary sense, to a* certain extent, 
German. The security afforded to Germany by the 
seizure of Strassburg and Metz is detestable to them, as 
it is a bulwajfk against the l^eppblic which the'y want< 
to see established, weakening their pi;opaganda, and 
injuring their prospects on our side of the Rhine.* Tliey 
place their party higher than their country. They 
welcomed the opposition to Napoleon, because he was 
an opponent of their doctrines, but since he lias been 
replaced by the Republic they hf^^e become Frenchmen 
in sentiment and dispo.siti^. Russia* has expressed a 
desire for a revision of the floaty entered into at? the 
result of her 'defeat in the Crimean wai'. , The alterations 
proposed in certain points o'fr.that instrument must be 
regarded as just. The Peace of Parrs in<dudes conditions 
respecting .the Black Sea which are unfair, in view of 
the fhet that a great part of the coast belongs to Russia. 
This^must, however, be cautiously o-xpressed. 

The conjecture that the Crown Prince is of opinion 
that the Bavarians and Suabians, if* they are not dis- 
posed wjlbngly to form part of united Germany, must 
be compelled to do so, is correct. He is inclined to 
act on the maxiih, Deni Bien rrntss. I hear that at 
Donchery, or near that tiiwn, he had a long conversation 
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on the Bubject with the (^ancellor, who declared hin^self 

strongly aggiinst this idea. 

» ^ Saturday ^ Seyjteniher •17 th . — -if did ‘a good deal of 
work this moi'ning ' and afternoon from instructions 
received yesterday. Arnongsf other things, I embodied 
in an article tfte*' following ideas, which-- are very charac- 
teristic of the Chahcellor’s manner of thinking : — 

“ The morning edition of the National ^eitung of 
September 11th contains a paragraph entitled ‘From 
Wilheliushohe,’ ill which ^ f he writer, after lamenting 
the considerate treatment 'of the Prisoner of Sedan, 
falls into further errors. Nemesis should have showm 
no indulgence to wards. .the man of December 2nd, the 
j,author'of the laws of public safety, the prime mover in 
the Mexipan tragedy, and, the instigator of the present 
tterfiblp war. The victor has been ‘far too chivalrous.’ 
That is the way in which the -matter is regarded by 
‘ public opinion,’ as endorsed apparently by the writer. 
We ' do not iil any way ^hare those views. Pubbc 
opinion is only too ^uch disposed to treat pobtical 
relations and e’^ents from/i»the standpoint of private 
morals, and, amongst (^tllfer things, to demand that in 
international conflicts the victor, guided by the moral 
code, should sit in judgment upon tha vanquished, and 
impose ..penalties not only for the transgressions of the 
latter towards himself, but also, if possible, towards 
others. Such a demand is entirely unjustifiable- To 
advance it shows jin utter misapprehension ofw the 
nature of political affairs, with which the conceptions of 
punishment, reward, and^ revenge have nothing in 
common. Tb acchde to it would be to pervert the 
whole character of polifics. Politics must le%ve to 
!Etivine Providence and to Glod of Battles the 

ptipishment of princes and p4,^ples “for breaches of the 
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jnor^l law. The statesman ht^ neither the authority 
ftor the obligation to agsume the office of jut\ge. In all 
circiynstances tSio soil question ho has to consider “is 
what, under the conditions given, ns to ’the advantage 
of the country, and how Vhat ff^vantage is to be best 
secured. T^c kintiber affections have as tittle place in 
the calculations of politics as they* have in those of 
trade. It, is not the business . of politics to seek ven- 
geance for what has b(ien done, but to take precautions 
that it shhlj: not be done again. . * Applying* these 
principles to our case, and to our concffict towards the 
vanquished and imprisoned Emperor of the French, we 
take the liberty to ask by what, right arc we to punish' 
him for the 2 nd of T)ecember,‘ the law of public safety, , 
and the occurrences in Mexic9, however rnuch wo may 
disapprove of those acts ? Political principles <Jo hot 
even permit us to think of taking revenge for the 
present war, of Which he was the author. Were wc to 
entertain such an idea, then it is not alone on Napoleon 
but almost on every single Frencl^man that we should 
wreak the Bllicher-like ve^igcance mentioned by the 
National Zeitung ; for the w|fc>|c of France, with Jicr 
thirty-five niillie»n inhabitants, showed just as mtich 
aq)proval of, and. enthusiasm* for, this war as for the 
Mexican expedition. Germany has pimply Ao ask 
herself the further question. Which is more advan- 
tageous in the present circumstances, to tre.at Napoleon 
well -tf)r ill ? And that, we believe, is not difficult to 
answer. Upon the same principles we also acted in 
1866 . If certain of the measures taken in that year 
and certain provisions’in the Treaty o’f Prague could be 
regarded as acts of revenge ’for former affronts, and 
punishment for the offices that led to the war in 
question, the parti^ afilpctcd by those measures and 
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conditions were not exactly those who Ijad deserved the 
severest punishment or had done most to excite a 
desire for vepgeance. Herr von l&eust’s^Saxony Suffered 
no reduction of terfit 9 ry in qonsequence of that crisis, 
and Austria just as little.” Xbis las£ sentence, which 
appeared lit^rfllly as it now stand's in the Chiefs 
instructions, was " afterwards struck out by him. He 
remarked with a smile, “ It is better not to mention 
names.” 

Sunday^ Sepiemhev — ><jarly in the day wrote 

paragraphs for "Berlin, Hagenau, and Keims, dealing, 
inter alia, with Favre's declaration that '' La R^pnb- 
lique c’est la paix.” It'^was in the main to the following ^ 
c efiect/ During the l^st forty years France has always 
declared hereqlf in favour of peace in every form, and 
lias invariably acted in an entirely contrary spirit. 
Twenty years ago the Empire declared peace to be its 
ideal, and now the Republic does the same. In 1829 
Legitimacy made a similar ^declaration, and at the same 
time a Franco-Russism alliance was concluded with the 
object of attacking Germttoy ; and the execution of 
thfipt plan was only pi'^iVeuted by the Revolutibn of 
18S0. It is ajso known that the “peaceful” adminis- 
tration of the “ Citizen"^ King ” desired to seize the 
Rhine in 1840^ and it will be remembered that under 
the Empire France has conducted more wars than 
under any .other form of government. These facts 
show what we have to expect from M. Favre’s assur- 
ances respecting his Republic. Germany has one 
answer to all these representetions, namely, “ La 
France c’est la guerre !” and will act in accordance 
with that conviction in (demanding the cession of Metz 
and Strasaburg. 

The Ministef joined us at lEinch to-day, at which two 
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dragoon guardsmen were also Resent. *Bot5 wore the 
ftron ' Cross. One o£ them, Lieutenant Philip von 
Bisn^arek, was tfie Chsftieellor’s. nephew, an official of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature in times of peace. The 
Chief asked him* whether* the Prince of Hoh’enzoUern, 
who was a\tach«d to the lieutenant’s^ ftgiment, was 
“•also a soldidr, or merely a Prince ? ”* The answer was 
favourably. The Minister replied : “I am glad of that. 
Th« fact of his having announced his election as King of 
Spain to Kig superior officer, in accbrdance wilh the 
regulations, impressed me ii! his favourr” 

The conversation turned upon the cost of maintain- 
ing Napoleon at Wilhelinshohe,. which is stated to be 
something enormous. On this* the Chief remarked : “It, 
is at the Queen’s instance that JSTapoleon hafj been allowed 
to maintain a Court at the King’s expense. His IV^aje^t^ 
had only proposed to give him one domestic who was to 
keep watch over him. But he himself observed to me 
that women are always addicted to extravagance.” * 
Mention was made of General Querot, who \\as taken 
prisoner at Sedan, arid who, being allowctl greater liberty 
on pledging his. word not to cs^pc, disgraced himself by 
absconding <3n the way to Germany. The Chief* re- 
marked ; “ When, one catches scoundrels of that kind 
who have broken* their word (of cours(^ I don’t blame 
those who get away without it) they ought to be strung 
up in* their red breeches with the word Paxjiire written 
on one leg, and Iiifdnie on the otheiv In the meantime 
that must be put in its proper light in the press. The 
fellow must be shown up.” , The bahbarous manner in 
which the French were conducting the war* having been 
again referred to^ the Minister said : “If you peel the 
white hide off thaf sort Gaul you will find a Turco 
\inde* it.” 
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A later. — V on %ickow, the W iirtem^ erg Mii^ister 

War, ha^s been a considerable time with the Chief td^ 
d^y, and it ^is ^understood that the Grerman c&use is 
making excellent |)rc)gres8 ^amongst the Suabians. 
Things appear to be going less .well in Bavaria, where 
the, Minister, ^fay, seems to be as hostile to the national 
cfiuse as he well can be in the present circumstances. " 
Monday, Septemher \9th . — It is said to be certain 
that Favre will arrive here to day at noon for the^ 
purpose of negotiating with the Chief. He wiU have 
fine weather forTiis business. About 10 o’clock Count 
Bismarck-Bohlen comes from the Chief. We are to 


start immediately for the Chilteau of Ferriferes, four or 
o five hburs’ journey frpm here. So we pHck up in all 
haste. ... 



ch-aptj:r VIII 


BI8MAKCK AND FAVRE AT HAUTE-MAISON A FORTNIGHT 

IN Rothschild’s chateau 

• 

Jules Favre not having arrivecl up to midday on the 19th, 
of September, our party starj^ed. The Minister, how- 
ever, left a letter for Favre at the Mairie, and, told h 
servant to mention the fact to him in case he came. 
The Chief and fhe Councillors rode on ahead of the 
carriages, of which I had o,ne entirely to myself. *We 
first passed by the residence of ,the King, y^ho was 
quartered in a handsome chateau on the. Promenade, and 
between the villages of Mareu<4 /ind Montry wo m«t a 
two-horse haeknfey, in which a Prussian officer sat ^frith 
three civilians. One of the latter was an elderl}^ gentle- 
man with a grey* beard and a protruding under lip. 

“ That’s Favre,” I saitl to Kriiger, the Chancery 
attendant who sftt behind me. “ Where ig the Minis- 
ter I ’• He was not to be seen, but hijd probably gone op 
before us, and the long train of conveyances cut off our 
view in front. We drove on fapidly,hnd after a while I 
met the Chief and Keudell riding back in the opposite 
direction. 

“ Favre has driven byi Excellency,” I said. 

“ I know,” he replied Amding, and tfotted on. 
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Next <?ay <Sbunt HaJ;zfeldt gave tis sonfe particj^ars 
of the meeting between the Chancellor o'f the Confmerap- 
lion and the Parisian lawyer, no’^v one 'bf the rulejs of 
France. The Minister, Count Hatzfeldt and Keudell 
were half an hour ‘ahead of us^ when Hojrath 
Taglioni, wh# drove with the feiiig’u suitt?, told them 
that Favre had p^.,3sed by. He had come by another 
route and had only reached its junction with our road 
after the Chief had ridden by. The Minister was very 
angry " at not having been sooner informed of this.*’ 
Hatzfeldt galloped after h avre, with whom he returned, 
finally meeting the Chief at Monfry. Here the attention 
of the Minister was called to the little chateau of Haute- 
^ Maison, situated on a height some ten minutes from the 
village, as a suitable place for the interview with the 
Frenchman. There 'the party found two Wlirtemberg 
dragoons, one of whom was .instructed to take his 
carbine afid mount guard before the house. They also 
met there a French peasant, who looked as if he had 
just received a good thrashing. While our people were 
asking this man, whether it,»was possible to get anything 
to eat or drink, Favre,^ had gone into the house with 
the Chancellor, camb out for a moment and addressed 
his countryman in a speech full of pathos and noble 
sentiments. Pisorderly attacks had been made, he 
said, which must be §topped. He, Favre, was not a spy, 
but, on the contrary, a member of the new government 
which had undertaken to defend the interests of the 
country and which represented its dignity. In the name 
of international law and of the honour of France he 
called upon "him to keep watch, aiid to see that the place 
was held sacred. That "^as imperatively demanded by 
his, the statesman’s, honourf as well as by that of the 
peasant, and so forth. The^^oneSt rustic looked par- 
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ticularly silly as hie listened o^en-mou^ed ^ all this 
lligh Talutin, wliicli he evidently understood little as if 
it wore* so muclf'Greel?. Keudell remarked, “ If ^his^is 
the individual who is to preserve uff from*a surprise, I for 
my part prefer td trust to'the sentry.” 

On the same •dvehing I learnt from Mother source 
that lodgings ‘had been taken for* Fa^Te in the village 
near the Qh^teau of Ferriferes, as he desired to have a 
further conference with. the Chief. He was accompanied 
by MM. "Rink and Hell,^ formerly Secretaries of 
Embassy under Benedetti, hnd Prince 'Biron. Keudell 
said, “ As the Chancellor left the room where his inter- 
’ , view with Favre had taken place, he asked the dragoon 
who was on .guard before the door whence he* came. 
The man replied, ‘ From §chwabisch-Hall.’ ‘ Well, 
then, you may be proud,’ he continued, ‘ of Ijavfng 
stood guard over the first negotiation for peace in this 
war. 

In the meantime the remainder of us had a long ^ait 
at Cheflfy for the return of the Clvincellor, an^ then — 
probably with his permission — drove on to ^Ferri^res, 
which* we reached in about two^tgurs. On the way# we 
passed along ^he edge of the zone which the French had 
designedly laid vaste all round Pans. Here the 
destruction was not very marked, buit th^ population of 
the villages seemed to h^tve been in great part driven 
away by the Gardies Mobiles* 

Ai length, just as it began to gro.w dark, we entered 
the village of Ferri^res, and shortly afterwards Roths- 
child's estate. The King an^ the fltst section of his 
suite took up their quarters for a consideraTole time in 
this chateau. The Minister was to lodge in the last 
three rooms on the first flwr of the right wing, looking 
out on the meadows and^he park. A* large drawing- 
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room 0151 ^ the ground flgor was selected for the birpeau, 
^nd a smaller one of the same » corridor as a bre^ifa^ 
Shd dining-rpom. Baroir Rothschild was in Pa^ia^, and 
only left behind him three or f^ur female domestics and a 
housekeeper, who gave himself great aits of importance. 

cit was a^rdudy dark when th*e iShief arrived, and 
E^hortly after we '§at down to dinner. While we were 
still at table a message was received from Favre, asking 
when he could come to continue the negotiations. «.He 
had a conference <,6te-d-tete with the Chancellor in our 
bureau from 9.30 p.m. until after 11 . On leaving he 
looked distressed, crestfallen, almost in despair — my 
diary remarks that possibly this expression was assumed 
with the object of impressing the Minister. 

In connection with the news that the King has gone 
'to Clayes in order to prevent an attack being made by 
our troops, the Chief, in the course of conversation at 
dinner, said, amongst other things, that “many of our 
generals have abused the devotion of the troops in order 
to secupe victory.” a ‘ Possibly,” h 6 added, “the hard- 
hearted reprobates of the isgeneral staff are right when 
they say that even if , the whole five hundred thousand 
m§n whom we have now in France were to be wiped out, 
that should merely be regarded as the loss of so many 
pawns', so long as 'we ultimately won the game. It is 
very simple strategy, however, to plunge in head 
foremost in that way without counting the cost. 
Altogether, those., who conduct the operations are 
often not worth much — armchair strategists. A plan is 
prepared in which the whole calculation is based first of 
all upon the extraordinary qualities of both soldiers and 
regimental officers. It is these who alone have ^hieved 
everything. Our success is due to the fact that our 
soldiers are physically strorwer than the French, that 
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duty, and are*more iaapetuous in attack. Jf MacMahon 
had commanded I^ussian • soldiers . and Alv^nslftben 
Frenchmen, the latter would have 'been defeated — 
although he is* my friend/' It is no longer possible, 
as it was in the Seven Years' War, to dir^t a battle from^ 
-the saddle— the allies are too Ihrge?. There is also^ no 
genuine ^co-operation and mutual assistance. Battles 
begin usually like those described by Homer. Some of 
the men dcgnmence with sraall pro^/ocations, and go on 
taimting each other, theA they be^n to shoot ; the 
others see this and, rush forward, and so finally the 
engagement becomes general." • The plan of surround- 
ing the enemy is the right *one, and properly speaking 
that^was only adopted at Sjedan. The , engagement of 
the 16th at Metz was quite correct, as it was i^ece&sitry 
there at any cost to prevent the French from escaping. 
The sacrifice of* the guards on the 18th however was not 
necessairy. It was a piece. of pure folly, occasioned by 
jealousy of the Saxons. They ovght to havq waited at 
Saint Privat until the <Baxons had completed their 
manoeuvre for cutting oflf the^^^emy." 

Keudell' and Bohlen afterwards ascribed thife un- 
favourable critiqism to a quarrel which the Chief had 
had with Moltke* at Reims. 

While still at table we had a specimen of the 
hospitality and*gentlemanly feeling of thp Baron, whose 
house is honoured by the presei^ce of the King, and 
whose property has, in consequence, been treated with 
every consideration. M. 4^ RothSchild, the hundred- 
fold millionaire, who,* moreover, was* until recently, the 
Prussian Consul-General in Paris, has declined, through 
hiR housekeeper, *to let us have the wine we require, 
although I infonAed tilat functionary that it would be 
paid for, just as evprytmng else was. When summoned 
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^fore the ^hief, he hado^the audacity to persist in his 
rgfuaal, first.denying absolutely that there was any wpine* 
in ‘thejiouse, and. afterwands admitting that there ^ere 
a few hundred ^bottles of a common Bordeaux. As a 
matter of fact, there w%re some seventeen thousand 
bottlgs. The Minister, however, explained the situation 
tojaim in a few shaip words, pointing out how niggardly 
and discpurteous it was of his master to requite the 
King in such manner for the honour done to him .in 
taking up his quarters there. As the fellow ^till seemed 
obstinate, the Chancellor ashed him sternly if he knew 
what a bundle of straw was. The man made no answer, 
but seemed to suspect, what it meant, as he became 
deadly "pale. He was then informed that it was a 
contrivance on which obstinate and impudent house- 
kfeeper^, were laid face downwards — he could imagine 
the rest for himself. Next day we got everything that 
we required, and, so far as I am aware, there was no 
further cause of complaint. . 

Next ^morning thn Chief came into the chamhre de 
chasse of the chateau, which«ve occupied as our bureau. 
Turning over the game . ha»ok which lay on the table, he 
poinited out the entry for the 3rd of November, 1856, 
which showed that he himself, with G^liffet and other 
guests, had that day shot forty-two ' head of game — 
fourteen hares, one rabbit, and twenty-seven pheasants. 
He 'is now engaged with Moltke and others in chasing 
a nobler quarry — the beair to which he referred at 
Grand Pr^. 

At 11 o’clock tHe Chiefs had his third meeting with 
Favre, after which ‘followed a conference with the King, 
at which Moltke and Roon were also present. 

In the evening I was called to the^Chief, who had not 
appeared at table, and who, it Was understood, did not 
ieel qvdte welL A narrow stone warding stairs, which 
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was^stmguisned with the titl^, “ Escalier parficulier cle 
TVI. le Baron,” Jed to "a very elegantly furmahed roory, 
wlitwe*! found the Chancellor* sitting on t^e sofa. in “hla 
dressing gown. 

Wednesday* SepteiQfiher 21ii. — As the Chief had re- 
covered from hi^ indisposition, 'we had plenty to do, and 
■ftiough most of it cannot be macfe public, I am now ,at 
liberty to quote the following passage from my diary ; — 
• “ The imperial emigrants in London have established 
an organ, Situation, to rqpresent*t1ieir interests. Its 
contents are to be reproduced in the newspapers we have 
founded in the eastern districts of France, but the sources 
are to be so indicated as not •to identify us with the 
views therein expressed : i.e., it piust be understood that> 
we Jme not endeavouring to promote the "restoration of 
the Emperor. Our object is merely to maintain the 
sense of insecurity ahd discord between the various 
French parties, which are all equally hostile to us. The 
retention of the imperial symbols and formulas in 
despatches will prove of service fn this resp^eat ; other- 
wise Napoleon or a Republic is a matter of indifference 
to ns. We merely desire to mMlise the existing chaftis in 
France. TFe future of that country docs not concern 
us. It is the bus^iness of theErench themselves to shape 
it as best they can. It is only of ifnportance to" us in so 
far as it affects our own interests, the furtherance of 
which must be ‘the guiding principle in ^olitic^ gene- 
rall 3 f.” Under instructions from the Chief I telegraphed 
in the above sense to the principal officials at Nancy and 
Hagenau. 

At tea some further particulars were given of the 
last conference between the Chancellor and Jules Favre. 
Favre was, it seen^, inf^med that we could not com- 
municate to him the ext^ conditions of peace until they 
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eijgaged in tke war. No arrangement could be come to, 
however, withQUt^a cession ‘of territory, as it was "abso- 
lutely essei^tial to us to have a better frontier as security 
against French attack. Phe conference turned less upon 
peaco and its conditions than on the nature of French 
concessions, in consideration of which we might agree tcf 
an armistice. On the piention of a cession of .territory 
Favre became terribly excited, drew a deep sigh, raised 
his eyes to heaven, and even shed some patriotic tears. 
The Chief does not expect that he will return. Doubt- 
less an answer in this sense has been forwarded to the 
Crown Prince, who telegraphed this morning to ask 
whether he should attend the negotiations. 

Thursday,' September 2.2nd, evening . — The French 
are indefatigable in denouncing us to the world as cruel 
and destructive barbarians ; and the Engbsh press — 
particularly the Standard, which is notoriously hostile 
to us — willingly lends them its assistance. The grossest 
calumnies* respecting our conduct towards the French 
population and the prisoners ^n our hands are circulated 
almobt daily by that nev,4(paper, and always purport to 
come either from eye-witnesses or other well-informed 
sources. Thus, for instaCce, the Due de FitzJames 
recently ''drew a horrible picture of the abominations of 
which we had been guilty in* Bazeilles, adding the 
assilrahce that he exaggerated nothing ; and a M. L. , 
who represents himself to be a French ofl&cer whonS we 
had captured at Sedan and subjected to ill-treatment, 
complains in^ a lamentable tone of Prussian inhumanity. 
Bemstorff sent the article jn question to the Chief, with 
the suggestion that the charges should be refuted. ^ The 
coinph^t of M. L. might, perhaps, be left to answer 
itself, but that of the Duke isflalculated to affect even 
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had been pettled at a conference of the German 
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those across Channel who ar^ disposec? in ^ur favour. ^ 
Besi(^hs, impudent calutnny is always apt to leaVe some 
tracer behind it." A refutal of ihese shaipeful slanders Ja* 
accordingly being despatched to-d»y to eertain London 
newspapers that are friendly to As.' As the greater part 
of this comAiunicatioh was dictated by. the Chief, it is 
worthy of special attention. • * 

“In t^is war, as in every other, a great number of 
villages have been burned down, mostly by artillery fire, 
German as 'well as French. * In these*cases womtjn and 
children who had sought refuge in the cellars and had 
not escaped in time, losf their lives in the flames. That 
was also the case in Bazeilles, which was several times 
stormed by our infantry. Th(? Due de FitzJames is only 
an eye-witness so far as the ruins of the village are con- 
cerned, which he saw after the battle, just as thousand* 
more saw and regretted its fate. All the rest of his 
report is based on the stories of the unfortunate and 
exasperated villagers. In a country where even ‘the 
Government has developed an upexampled talent for 
systematic lying, it is not* to be expected that angry 
peasants, standing on the ruic^ of their homes, would 
bear truthful ^witness against their enemies. It is estab- 
lished by ofiicial Reports that the inhabitants of Bazeilles, 
not in uniform bdt in their blousesj and shirt-sleeves, 
fired out of their windows at our troops and wounded 
soldiers, and that they kUIed whole batches of the^ latter 
in their houses. It has been likewise proved that women 
armed with knives and guns were guilty of the greatest 
cruelty towards the fatally wounded, and that other 
women, certainly not ’in the uniform of the National 
Guard^, took part in the fight *with the male inhabitants,' 
loading their rifles* and even firing themselves, and that, 
like the other combatanl^ some of them were in these 
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Circumstances wounded ,<)r killed, l^^aturalfy these^ par- 
ticulars wq^e not communicated to tlie Due de Fit^- 
Jnftnes. by his informant. They would have fully excused 
the burning of the village even if it had been done inten- 
tion^y with the object 5f forcing the enemy out of that 
position. Bu? there is no evidence of any such intention. 
That women and Children were driven back into the fire 
is one of those infamous lies with which the French 
terrorise the population, and incHe their hatred against* 
us. In this way they cause the peasants to fly on our 
approach. The latter return, however, as a rule, a few 
days after the entrance of the Germans, and are as- 
tounded to find that they are better treated by them than 

,by the^French troops. When this sort of terrorism is 
not* sufficient to force ^be inhabitants to flight, the 
Got^erpment sends a mob of armed civilians, sometimes 
supported by African troops, to drive the peasants from 
their homes at the point of the sword, and to burn down 
theit houses as a punishment for their want of patriotism. 
The letter of “an imprisoned officer ” {Bouillon, Sep- 
tember 9tli) also contains more falsehood than truth. 
With respect to the tre^t nent of the prisoners, Germany 
can*'call 150,000 better witnesses than this anonymous 
and mendacious officer, whose whole communication is 
merely <an expression of the vindictive^ disposition which 
will for a long time to come inspire the vain and arro- 
gant element^ of the French people, by whom, unfortu- 
nately, that country, allows itself to be ruled and led. 
From this spirit of revenge arises the certainty of further 
attacks on the partiof France, for which Germany must 
be prepared." We’eire thus unqu^tionably compelled to 
think solely of the security of our frontier in conc;Juding 
peace. It is true, as stated in the letteV of this imprisoned 
officer, M. L,, that there waalTa acMcity of provisions 
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after the surrender of Sedan, nc^ only for the prisoners,' 
bht ^o for the victors, ^who shared with theta what thej^ 
had. •. When their own stock was exhausted^thc prisoners 
also had to do without. I^.'a complaint that he had been 
obliged to bivouafc in th§ rain and mud furnishes thejbest 
evidence tha\; he is* no officer, and has ncft even followed 
the campaign up to that point. * He is some hireling 
scribe who. has never left his own, room, and one must 
therefore assume that the man’s whole story of his im- 
*prisonment ’is *an invenf^on ; had he*been an ofScer in 
the field, he would have known that mos*t of his comrades 
(that is certainly the case with the Germans) have spent 
at least thirty nights out of the ^orty or so that have 
elapsed since, the beginning of ^he war under simOar 1 
conditions. When it rained in the nigljt* they had to 
lie in the rain, and when the ground was muddy 
they had to lie in the mud. Only one who had 
not followed the campaign could have any doubt 
or manifest any surprise on that score. That m! L. 
prides himself on having retained his leatjier purse 
is the clearest proof that h^ was not plundered. There 
can difardly be a single soldiei'^ who, if he happen/ to 
have money, ‘does not carry it just as M, L. carried liis, 
and in just such a .^urse ; so that if our men had wanted 
his money, they must have known Very well where to 
find it. The few Germaiis who fell into French hands 


can tell how qreickly their opponents could open a 
prisoHer’s tunic, and if his purse wa» a little too firmly 
fastened on, hack it off with their sabres or a knife, 
without paying too much regard to his ^ skin. We 
declare t^e assertions respecting the ill-treatment of 
prisoners at Sedan to be wilful and audacious lies. A 
great number of tlie French prisoners, j>erhaps one- 
fourth, were in a stafSe W bestial drunkenness, having 



ao| BARBARISM OF THE FRENCH NATION [Sept. 22, 1870 

o m 

^ — - - - 
aitring the last few houB^ before the capitulation plun- 
dered the "v^ine and brandy stores in the town. '^It i6 
c^ifvio'as that it ia not so easy to manage men in a state 
of drunkenness" as wlmn they are sober, but such ill- 
treatment as the article describes occurred neither at 
Sed^n nor elsewhere, owing to the <>di8ci|>line which 
prevails amongst the Prussian troops. It is well known 
that this discipline has won the admiration of the 
French officers themselves. Uiifortunately one canoot 
speak as highly of’ ‘the French soldiers in this respect as 
with regard to their gallahtry in action. The French 
officers have on several occasions, been unable to prevent 
their men from murdering severely wounded soldiers, 
«even when individual officers of high rank endeavoured 
at the risk of their own, lives to defend the wonnded, 
and ttat was not merely the case with African regi- 
ments. It is known that the* German prisoners who 
were taken into Metz were spat upon and struck with 
sticks and stones on their way through the streets, and 
on their release had to run the gauntlet of a double bne 
of African soldiers, who beat’ them with canes and whips. 
Weycan prove these fa«t3 by official records, which have 
more claim to . credence than the anonyffious letter of 
M. L. But are such things to be wondered at when 
the newspapers of a city like Paris, "v^ich now implores 
considerate treatment on the hypocritical plea of civili- 
sation, can ' propose, without eliciting the slightest 
protest, that when the French troops are unable t6 take 
our wounded with them they should split their heads 
open ; and further, that the Germans should be used like 
dead wolves to manure their fields 1 The letter bar- 
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trouve^z le bai;J>are.’ Wlioev«1r is in a position to 
compare the coisduct pT the Russisms towards their 

enemies in the Crimean War wRh that of the French in 

• • 

the present campaign, can l^ve ncj doubt that this state- 
ment recoils ypon ite authors/’ ^ • 

When he h{id finished, the Minister added : Write 
to *Bemstorff that I decline in future to notice anyv 


>«jigge8tion for entering into a controversy with English 
liewspapers. , The AmbS^sador must ^act on hie^ own 
responsibility/’ 

Just as we sat down to table, one of the Court officials 
announced that the Cro^Ovn Prince proposed to come to 
dinner and to stay for the nigh^. The Prince’s secretary 
at the time asked that the bureau, and the large salon 
next the Chancellor’s room shcnild be prepared for tlje^ 
five gentlemen who accompanied his Royal Highness. 
The Chief replied, ‘‘We "cannot give up the bpreau, as 
we want it for our work/’ He then placed his dressing 
room at their disposal, and further proposed that 
either Blumenthal or Eulenburg Should sle^* in his 
bedroom. He required the salon for tile reception of 
the French negotiators and any l^iances who might itell 
upon him. The Court ofl&cial went off, .pulling a long 
face, and was impel;tinent enough to make some remarks 
in the corridor about “ discourtesy ” and ®o forth. 

Count Lehndorflf dined with us, and the conversation 
was very lively, ^ome allusion having been made to 
Fredenck the Great’s statue in Unter*den Linden, which 
had been decorated with black, red and yellow flags, the 
Minister condemned Wiymib for allowing this controversy 
to be stirred up. “ This stupid ^quarrel about the colours 
should not have beeij reopened, and it once more proves 
W^urmVs incapacity^ Fom me the question is settled 
and done with since the Worth German flag has been 
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adopted, Otherwise this battle of colpurs is a matter 
of indifference to me. As far°^ I aigi concern^ they 
may -be gre^n/ yellow^ and all the colours of *a *fancy 
dress balh or they can take t^ banner of Mecklenbnrg- 
Stralitz. Only the Prussian soldier will have nothing 
to do with the black, red, and yellow. ’ 

• The Chief then spoke of the peace, which he still 
considered remote, .adding : “If they (the Fifench^ 
Goveyiment) go to Orleans, we 'shall follow them tUerc^ 
and further — right down.^to the sea shore.” He read 
out some telegrams, including one giving a list of the 
troops in Paris. “There are supposed to be 180,000 men 
in all^but there are hfCrd^y 60,000 real soldiers amongst- 
them. The mobile arwd national guards with their snuff- 
bc^xes (a reference to their obsolete weapons) are not to 
l>e reckoned as soldiers.” 

I ask^ed if I should telegraph aljoilt the report of 
artyiery and rifle-fire in the streets of Paris, which 
people fancied they had heard. He said I was to do so. 

“ But not y®t> I sfippose, about the negotiations with 
Favre ? ” “ Ye8,” he replied, and then went on as 

fol^ws ; “First at HaiAe-Maison, near Montry, th^ the 
same evening at Ferrihres, and next day a third conver- 
sation, but without effect, os regards/ the armistice and 
the peAce. Other French parties have also entered into 
negotiations with us,” he said, and gave some indications 
from 'which *I gathered that he referred to the Elnpress 
Eugenie. - * 

Something else led him to speak of his skill in 
shooting, ^e said that as a ypung man he could hit 
a sheet of paper with a^ pistol at a hundred yards, and 
had shot off the heads of ducks in the pond. • 

He then mentioned that he had, again complained to 
Treekow of the “ short coma pns at the Royal table,” at 
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which Treskc^ pulled a long £3,06. “ ]?ut *if I am tol 

w*rk 1nell I musff have sufficient food. I cannot* make a 
proper peace if \ do hot get j^hough tq eat and drinlsr* 
That’s a necessity of my trade, and therefore I prefer to 
dine at home.” • • 

The con\'fersatiQii fehe'n turned on the /iofed langu^es 
— 7I cannot nOw say. how. “ When 5 was in the first 
class, at the high school,” he said, “I was able to write 
^hd, speak Latin very ^ell. I should now find it ex- 
ftemely difficult ; and I have ’ quite fojigotten Greek. I 
cannot understand why’ peoffle take so much trouble 
with these languages. It must be merely because learned 
men do not wish to lessen the va\ue of what they have 
themselves so laboriously accfuired.” I ventured to 
remind him of the mental discipline thus provided. 'Phe 
Chief replied, “ Yes ; but if you think Greek is a dh-^ 
ciplina mentis, the Russian language is far better in 
that respect. It liiight be introduced instead of Greek 
— and it has immediate practical value in addition.” • 

We then spoke of the way iit '^hich the Schleswig- 
Holstein question was treated by the 'HundesPag in the 
fifties • Count Bismarck-Bohlei^ ^who had come in in 
the meantime,* remarked that thoso debates must have 
been dull enough to send every one to sleep. “ Yes,” 
said the Chief, ‘“in Frankfurt thqy slept ovgr the 
negotiations with their eyes open. -Altogether it was a 
sleepy .and insipid crowd, and things only became en- 
durable after I had added the pepper.’’ He then told us a 
delightful story about Count Rechberg, who was at that 
time Austrian Minister to the Bunciestag. “ On one 
occasion he said something to me which I was obliged 
to answer very roughly. He replied that unless I with- 
drew my words it Would be a case of going out on to 
the Bockenheimer Hdide (^^lace where it •was cxistomary 
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to settle affafrs of honovir). ‘ I tiever <^tli<iraw my 
words/ said I, carelessly, ‘so we must settle it^n t^t ' 
»wayj and it occurs to me that^ the garden doyni stairs 
would be *a ® very t suitable place. But in order that 
people ihay not think' that d represent my King pistol 
in Kand, without further cerembby I shall write down here 
the ‘cause of our r, quarrel. After you have read it over 
you will sign it, and thus testify to its correctness. In 
the meantime there is one of our officers lodging h(S^ 
who"^will oblige and ybu can choose one of your owji 
officers.’ I rang the befr and^sent word to the officer, 
requesting him to call upon me ; and then went on 
writing while Kechberg strode up and down the room — 
andgluck, gluck, gluck “(here the Minister mimicked the 
act of drinking) he swallowed one glass of water after 
another. Of course not because he was afraid, but 
because he was considering whether he ought not first 
to ask' permission of his Government. I quietly 
continued to write. The officer came and said he would 
gladly oblige me. ^ I begged him to wait a moment. 
On my leturn Rechberg paid he would think over the 
matter until morning, ^.to which I agreed. As I did not 
hear from him next day, however, I sent the Mecklen- 
burg Minister, old Oert?en, to deliver a formal challenge. 
Oertjjen was told he was not at home. He went again 
next day, but Rechberg was still not to be seen. He 
had, evidently written to Vienna and ^as waiting for an 
answer. At length Oertzen came to me after, having 
spoken to him. Rechberg was prepared to withdraw 
what he had said and offer an apology, either in writing 
or verbaRy, just as I Rked. He would also come to me 
if I wished. I went to his place, howevdr, and the 
affair was settled.” 

1 asked him then about^the celebrated story of the 
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cigars. “ 3.o you mean * ” “ ^hy, about th* 

oigar«* which y<5u lit, Jjxcellency, when Re^chberg wag 
smoking in your pre^nce.” Thun, you mean. . 5^, 
that was very simple. I went to 4iim ^Vhlle he was at 
work, and he was smoking. He begged me' to excuse 
him for a tnomejit. * 1 ' waited a while ftnd finding it 
lather slow, ds he did not offer mfe a cigar, I took one pf 
my. own and asked him for a light — which he gave me 
*with rather a surprised, look. But I have another story 
•of the sarfKj kind. At the sitting^ of the Military 
Commission, when Rochow^ represented Prussia at the 
Bundestag, Austria w,as the only one who smoked. 
Rochow, who was passionately, addicted to smoking, 
would gladly have done the same, but had not sufficient, 
confidence. When I came I^also felt a longing fdr a 
cigar, and as I could not see why I should deny, my self 
I begged the presiding power to give me a light, 
apparently much to his and the other gentlemen’s 
astonishment and displeasure. It wad evidently an 
event for them all. For the tim§ being only Austria 
and Prussia smoked. Bu# the remaining 'gentlemen 
obviously considered the matte* gf so much impor^Lnce 
that they wrote home for instructions ^ to how They 
were to act in th§ circumstanoes. The authorities were 
in no hurry. Th5 affair was one that demanded careful 
consideration, and for nearly six months the two great 
Powers smoked •alone. Then Schrenkh, the Bax^arian 
Minister, began to assert the dignity of his office by 
lighting his weed. Nostitz, the Saxon, had certainly a 
great desire to do the same, but hfffi probably not yet 
received the permission of his Minister. ‘ On seeing 
Bothmer* of Hanover, however, allow himself that 
liberty, Nostitz, wlio was strongly Austrian in his sym- 
pathies, having sonh in ^e Austrian army, most have 
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^aeome to an imaerstandi{ij 5 with Rechherg, \Wth the result 
that he 'to(j at the next sitting p^qlled oht his cigar case 
ai£,4 puffed awfty with the rest. ‘ Only the representa- 
tives of Wtirteinberg and Darmstadt now remained, and 
the^ were non-smokerfi. The honow and dignity of 
the^ir States, however, imperiously dejnandcd that they 
should follow suit, And so as a mattef of fact the 
^llrtemberger pulled out a cigar at the next sitting — 
I can still see it in my mind’s ^ye, a long, thin, ycjlo^ 
thing ‘of the colour of rye straw — and smoked at least 
half of it as a bUrnt-offerihg on the altar of patriotism. 
Hesse-Darmstadt was the only one who finally refrained 
— probably conscious that he was not strong enough to 

^ entei^finto rivalry with the others.”’ 

• J'riday, ^September 23rd. — Beautiful weather this 
‘mbrrLyQg. I took a walk in the park before the Chief 
got up. On my return I met Jheudell, who called out 
“War! 'A letter from Favre rejectihg our demands. 
Th6 Chief has given instructions to communicate the 
letter to^ the press wjth certain comments, hinting that 
the preseht occppant of Wilhelmshbhe is after all not so 
bad and might be of to us.” . , 

•^The conversation afterwards turned on Pomeranian 
affairs, and the' Chief spake amongst other things of the 
great estate of ^chmoldin. The forftier proprietor had 
become bankrupt through treating the people on the 
estate — mostly Slav fishermen and ^riilors — wi^h too 
much consideration. The place, which consisted of 
about 8,000 acres of arable land, and 12,000 to 16,000 
acres of forest £tnd downs, worth at least 200,000 
thalers, wfts purchased by thte Royal Treasury for 
80,000 thalers. The change of proprietors had not 


^ The Wurtemborger was Von Keinhard, and the Darmstadter Von 
MottOh^Bellinghauatot both determine oppcmenta of Prussia. 
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benefited th# tenants, as there .was no question ot tor* 
beara^ce or abAtemenl^. Many of them ^lave fallei^ 
into .a state of pauperism, and-instead of being prqvidfed 
for by the Royal Treasury, they hseve be^come a burden 
on the local authorities. That Is not as it ought to be. 
It was belie’fed that 'OBstfelder was to* Marne for ,this 
hard and unfair treatment. ^ 

Saturday, September 9,4:th . — The Minister spoke at 
dinper about the ostentatious decorations of the great 
Tiall of the ftliA,teau, which he had now* seen for t&e first 
time. Amongst other things it contains a throne or 
table which some Frenfh marshal or general inadver- 
tently packed up with his baggage somewhere in China, 

or Cochin China, and afterwards sold to our Baron*. The , 

• • 

Chiefs verdict was : — “ All extremely co.stly, but hot 
particularly beautiful, and still less comfortable*’ 
then continued ; — “ A .ready-made property like this 
would not give me any genuine satisfaction.' It was 
made by others, and not by myself. True, there* are 
many things in it really beautiful^ but one mjsses the 
pleasure of creating and altering. It . is also quite a 
different thing when I have to myself if I can afford 
to spend five ^r ten thousand thalers on this or mat 
improvement, and, when there is no need to think about 
the cost. In the dnd it must become tiresome to have 
always enough and more 'than enough.” 

In. an article* written this evening we. returrked to 
our g®od friends the French Ultramqntanes, who are as 
active in war as they had been in peace in opposing the 
German cause, inciting people againsf us, circulating lies 
about us in the newspapers, and dven leading the 
peasants *to take up arms against our troops, as at 
Beaumont and BazelUes. 

Sunday, SepterAber — At table we somehow 

voi*. I 


2tO 


DISCUSSmG THE JEWS 


[Sept. 1S70 


to diSeuBs^the Jew§. “ They have no^real home,” 
|aid the* C^ief. They are int^rnatioilhl — European&i 
coftcfiopolitana, nomads. . Their ^ fatherland is. ^ion, 
Jerusalem. t)therwiBe they are citizens of the whole 
world, an*!! hold together Everywhere. There are 
amopgst thefli . some good, honest^ people, as for 
iristance one at 'ourf own place in Pomerania, wh^ 
traded in hides and such things. Business cannot hi 9 .ve 
prospered with him, as he bf.came bankrupt. JHe* ' 
begged® of me not, to press my claim, and promised® 
that he would pay by in'stalments, when he could. 
Yielding to my old habit, I agreed, and he actually 
paid off the debt. I, received instalments from him 
while I was still in Ftankfurt as Minister to the 
Butidestag, and I believe that if I lost anything at all, 
h ifiu8t,have lost less than his other creditors. Certainly 
not many such Jews are to be. met with in our large 
towns. They have also their own special virtues. They 
are bredited with respect for their parents, faithfulness 
in marriage, and benevolence.” 

Monday, September — In the morning wrote 

various paragraphs for^ ^he press on the following theme : 
It iE urged that we cannot be allowed to bombard Paris, 
with its numerous museums, beautiful public buildings 
and monuments ; that to do so would be a crime against 
civilisation. But why not ? Paris is a fortress, and if 
it has been ^ed with treasures of arf, if it possesses 
magnificent palaces and other beautiful structures, that 
does not alter this character. A fortress is an instrument 
for warlike operations which must be rendered powerless 
without regard to whatever else may be bound up with 
it. If the French wanted to preserve their monuments 
and collections of books and picturfes from the dangera 
of war they should not ha^ surroimded them with 
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fortifications. Uesides, the fr^jich themselves did not 
hSsitalte for a n^ment **0 bombard Rome, jvhich con-^ 
tainted fhonuments of fax greater, value, destructilJh 
of which would be an irr<^tric vable * loss. * Also sent oflf 
an article on tlfe bellicose tendencies of the French 
Radicals pre^ous to the declaration of war,*for use in £)ur 
newspapers in Alsace. 

At dinner, as we were discussing military matters, 
theOhief declared, inter alia, that the uhlans were the 
hest eavalryi The lapce gave the?* men greal self- 

confidence. It was urged tnat it was* a hindrance in 
getting through underwood, but that was a mistake. 
On the contrary, the lance was useful in moving aside 
the branches. He knew that , from experience, as, , 

although he first served in the. rifles, ho was afterwaWs 
in the Landwehr cavalry. The abolition of th% lancd 
in the entire mounted Bandwehr was a blunder. The 
curved sabre was not much use, particularly as it was 
often blunt. The straight thrusting sword was much 
more practical . 

After dinner a letter v^s received .from Favre, in 
which'he requested, first, that notice should be given of 
the commence inent of the bombardment of Paris, in order 
that the diplomatic corps might remove ; and, second, 
that the city should be permitted fco remain in com- 
munication with the outer world by letter. Abeken 
said, as he brought the letter down from, the GhieP s 
room, •that the answer would be sent, by way of Brussels. 

But then the letter will arrive late or not at all, and 
be returned to us,'" observed Keudell. Well, that 
does not matter, answered Abeken. From the further 
conver^tion it appears that the answer agrees to the 
French proposals under certain conditions. 

In the evening T was ^gain called to the Chief on 

p 2 
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Several c^casions to takc^ instructions. Amongst other 
things, I •ascertained that, while * Favre’s >l«poft 
respecting hig interview^ ^vith the Chancellor shows, it 


is true, a (Jesire* to give a faithfpl account of what passed, 
it i^not quite accurate”, whicm is not Surprising in the 
, circumstances, Especially as there ° were three different 
njeetings.” In his'statfement the question o^ an armistice 
occupies a secondary , position, whereas, in fact, it was 
the chief point. Favre was prepared to pay a con- 
siderable cash indemnity. In the matter of a truce two 
alternatives were discussed. First, the surrender to us 
of a portion of the fortifications of Paris, namely, at a 
point which would give us the comrnand of the city, we 
o on our part to allow frpe communication vdth the outer 
world. The* second was that we should forego that 
condition, but that Strassburg and Toul should be sur- 
rendered to us. We put fortvard the latter demand 
because the retention of these towns in the hands of 
the French increases our difficulties of commissariat 
transport. The Chancellor stated that with respect to 
a cession of territory, he could only disclose its extent 
and(^rontiers when our demand had been accepted in 
principle. On , Favre requesting to have at least an 
indication of what we proposed in this respect, he was 
informed that for ohr security in the future we required 
Strassburg, “ the key of our house,” the departments of 
the Upper and Lower Rhine, Metz, and a portion of the 
Moselle department* The object of the armistice was 
to submit the question of peace to a National Assembly 
fo be summoned for the purpose. 

Again called to the Chief. “ The King wishes to 
see some of the newspapers, and he desires to ht^ve the 
most important passages m^ked. I have proposed 
Brass to him, afid when the kpers come, put that one 
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(the Nordc^utsche Allgemeiri^ Zeitung) alw^a aside 
f^r hila." He ^ded, smiling, “ Jvist mark come place% 
for thei*8ake of appearances, ft .does net pinch matter 
what, and send me up thp paper.”* 

At tea we h^ar a great piece of news : — the It^ians 
have occupied Rome, the Pope and the diplomatists^ 
remaining in the Vatican. * ‘ , 

•Tuesday, September 27th. — Bolsing, on the Chiefs 
instructions, shows me the answer to Favre’s letter, 
which the Minister has. rewritten in ^ shorter anS more 
positive form. It says, 1. It is not usual in war to 
announce the commencement of an attack ; 2. A 
besieged fortress does not tyipear to be a suitable 
residence foe diplomatists ; op^n letters containing *• 
nothing objectionable will b« allowed to* pass. l£ is 
hoped that the corps diplomatique will agree with this 
view of the matter. They can go to Tours, whither it 
would appear the French Government also intends to 
remove. The answer is written in German, a course 
already begun hy BemstorflF, but which was carried out 
more consistently by Bislnarck. “ Formerly,” said 
Bolsing, “ most of the Secretaries* in the Foreign (^ce 
belonged to fhe French colony, ot which Roland and 
Delacroix still remain. Almost all the Councillors also 
wrote in that language. Even tHe cegister nf the 
despatches was kept in ’French, and the Ambassadors 
usually reported In that language.” Now the speech of 
the “•vile Gaul,” as Count Bohlen calls the French, is 
only used in exceptional cases, that is, in commimicating 
with Governments and Ambassadors to whom we cannot 
write or reply in their mother tongue. The registers 
have f(jr years past Jieen kept in German. 

The Chief has been at work since 8 o’clock in the 





TE^rnin^ — unusually ea»Jy for him. He hia s^sJjx been 
satiable to aleep. ' o ^ * 

‘^'•Prince R^dm will aijd'Knobefsdorff, of the 'goneral 
staff, joingd us*at diilner. In^ speaking of that part of 
Fav;ge’8 report in which he says that he wept, the 
, Minister thin^lcs* he can only have' pretended to do so. 
‘ilt is true/’ he said, that he looked as if he had dooe 
80 , and I tried to some extent to console him. Orr ^ 
observing him more closely, however, I felt quite 
certain that he had not succeeded in squeezing out a 
single tear. It was all merely a piece of acting on his 
part. He thought to work upon me in the same manner 
as a Parisian lawyer tries to move a jury. I am 
perfectly convinced tljat he was painted .at Ferriferes — 
particularly ak the second interview. That morning he 
looked- much greyer and quite green under the eyes — I 
am prepared to bet that it was paint — grey and green, 
to give himself an appearance of deep suffering. It is, 
of course, possible that he was deeply affected ; but then 
he can he no politioiran or he would know that pity has 
nothing to do with policies,” After a while the 
Minister added : “When I hinted something about 
Stf^sburg and, Metz, he assumed a look as if he thought 
I was jesting. I could'- have given, him the answer 
which" the great fur dealer of Unter den Linden in 
Berlin once gave me. I went there to choose a fur coat, 
and -on his naming a very high price for one to which I 


had taken a fancy, I said, ‘ Surely you are jbking.’ 
‘ No,’ he replied, ‘ I never make jokes in business.’ ” 

The conversation then turned upon the occupation 
of Rome and the Pope’s position in the Vatican, on 
which point the Chief said, amongst other things : “ He 
must remain a Sovereign. The only question is, how ? 
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It wotdd be possible to do mpce for him if the UltrJf 
diontAues were jiot so much opposed to us ^verywher^ 
I am ftecustomed to pay people ,back ii> their own cdin. 
I should like to know hqw our Hkrry (Von ^nim, the 
North German Ambass^or to fhe Holy See) now feels. 
Probably, like bis reports, his feelings* change three 
times within the twenty-four hdurs.* He is really tpo 
distinguished an Ambassador for such a small Sovereign, 
The Pope, however, is not merely the ruler of the Papal 
States, he is* also the hgad of the Calfliolic Churcln” 

After dinner, just as we had finished our coffee, the 
American general, Burnside, who had called whilst we 
were at table, presented himself* again, accompanied by 
an elderly gentleman who wore red woollen shirt and a> 
paper, collar. The general, a rather, tall, poVtly 
gentleman, with thick, bushy eyebrows, and •an ejJ- 
ceptionally fine set of bfeautifully white teeth and close- 
cut, mutton-chop whiskers, might pass for an elderly 
Prussian major in plain clothes. The Chief sat with 
him on the sofa, and had a lively conversation in 
English over a couple of passes of kuwchwasser, which 
wer* afterwards replenished. iPrince Radziwill, in the 
meantime, had a talk with the general’s, companiom 

After the Minister had observed to his visitor that he 
had come rather late to see the fighting, he went on to 
say that in July we had hot the least desire for war, and 
that when we w^e surprised by the declaration of hos- 
tibtite, no one, neither the King nor the people, had 
thought of any conquests. Our army was an excellent 
one for a war of defence, but it woulS^ be difficult to use 
it for schemes of aggrandisement, because with us the 
army the people itself, which did not lust after 
glory, as it required and wished for peace. But for that 
very reason both popula^ sentiment anU the press now 
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emanded a better frontier, ^ For the sake t)f the main- 
^nance of .peace we must secure our^ielves inc^futu^fe 
against attack fsom a vainglorious and covetous Nation, 
and that security could only found in a better defen- 
sive position than we had hitherto had. Burnside seemed 
inclined to Sgiee, and he praised ‘•very highly our 
excellent organisation and the gallantry of our troops. • • 
TVednesday, Septeytiher 28^^. — The general conversa-^ 
tion at dinner gradually adopted a more serious tone. ^ 
The Chancellor begin by complaining that Voigts-Rhetz 
in his report had not said a single word about the 
gedlant charge of the two regiments of dragoon guards 
at Mars la Tour, which nevertheless he himself had 
^ordered, and which h^d saved the 10th Army Corps. 

“ It‘ was necessary — I grant that; but then it xiught 
hot' to have been passed over in silence.” 

The Minister then began a lengthy speech, which 
ultimately assumed the character of a dialogue between 
himself and Katt. Pointing to a spot of grease on the 
tablecloth, the Chief sremarked : “ Just in the same way 
as that spot spreads and spreads, so the feeling that it is 
beaufiful to die for ononVcountry and honour, even -mth- 
out recognition, sinks deeper into the skin of the people 
now that it has been bathed in blood — it spreads wider 

and wider Ybs, yes, the non-commissioned officer 

has the same views and the sAme sense of duty as the 
lieutenant and the colonel — with us Germans. - That 
feeling in general goes very deep through all ciasses 

of the nation The French are a mass that can 

easily be brought under one influence, and then they 
produce a great effect. Amongst our people eyerybody 
has his own opinion. But when opce a large pumber 
of Germans come to hold the same opinion, great things 
can be done with them. If tfc;ey were all agreed they 
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would be all-powerful. • • • . 'IJJke French have not tha^ 
sSnae duty w^ich enables a man to allo\» himself t<^ 
be shot? dead alone in the dailc. And i^ha^; comes fr^m 
the remnant of faith whiyh still abides in our ^people ; it 
comes from the knowledge that there is Someonejihere 
Who sees me even if'my lieutenant does i?ot see me-” 

•* “Do you believe that the sAdie’rs reflect on Bu<di 
Jhings, Excellency ? ” asked Flirstenstein. 

‘ Reflect ?’ no. It is a feebng — a frame of mijjd ; an 
mstinct, if you like. When once thtey reflect they lose 
that feeling ; they argue themselves out of it. ... . I 
cannot conceive how men can live together in an orderly 
manner, how one can do his duty and allow others to do 
theirs without faith in a revealed religion, in God, Who* 
wills what is right, in a higher Judge, -end a future 
life.” 


The Grand Duke of Weimar was announced. But the 

• • 

Minister continued, it might well be for a quarter of 
an hour longer, at times suddenly departing from his 
proper theme, and frequently repe^ing the sajike idea in 
other words : If I were n5 longer a CHaristian I would 
not iserve the King another h(m^, ^ 

“ If I did hot put my trust in (jod Lshould certainly 
place none in any earthly masters. Why, I had quite 
enough to live on, and had a suflBcfenrty distinguished 
position. Why should I labour and toil unceasingly 
in this world, aifd expose myself to worry end vexation 
if I did not feel that I must do my duty towards God ? ^ 


* Compare this passage with the sj>eech dehvered by Bismarck in the 
United I>iet on the 15th of Jvftie, 1847. On that occasion he said, **■ lam 
of opinion tkat the conception of the Christian state is as old as the so- 
call^ Roman Empire, as old flis all the European States, and that it 

is exactly the ground in which those States have struck deep roots ; and 
further, that each State tkat wisl^ to secure its owi^ permanence, or even 
if it merely desires to prove its nht to existence, must act upon religioas 
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l)[f 

I did not believe in«-§ Divine Providerfce which has , 
pordainei this German nation to something go4d afiid 
gteat^ I woujd at once^gtve up my trade as a ‘States- 
man or \ should never hav^ gone into the business. 
Orders and titles have no attraction fo‘r me. A resolute 
faith in a l&e'' after death — ^or that reason I am a 


^^yalist, otherwise am by nature a Republican. 
Yes, I am a Republican in the highest degree ; and* th^ 
firm determination which I have displayed for ten long 
years in presence •of all possible forms of* absurdity at 
Court is solely due to my resolute faith. Deprive me 
of this faith and you deprive me of my fatherland. If 
I were not a firm believer in Christianity, if I had not 
the wonderful basis of religion, you would never have 
had such a Chancellor of. the Confederation. If I had 
hot thiB wonderful basis of religion I should have turned 
my back to the whole Court— ^and if you are able to 
find me a successor who has that basis I will retire at 


once. But I am living amongst heathens. I do not 
want to make any pvoselytes, but I feel a necessity to 
confess this faith T’ 


Katt said that tha» ancients had also shown* much 
self-'sacrifice and devotion. They also had the love of 
country, which had spurred them on to great deeds. 
He was convinced that many people 'nowadays acted in 


principles. Th^ words ‘ By the grace of God/ whi^h Christian rulers add 
to their names, are for me no mere empty sound. On the contrary, 
I recognise in them the odnfession that Princes desire to wield the sceptre 
with which God has invested them in accordance with His Will” Certain 
remarks made by the Chtocellor in his Bp)eech of the 9 th of October, 1878 , 
during the debate on tfee Anti-Socialist Bill, should also be remembered 
in this connection. He said, inter alia: “If I had come fco believe as 


these men (the Social Democrats) do — yes, I live a full and busy life and 
TTk in opulent oiroumstanoes — but that would nbt be sufficient to\iiake me 


¥rish to live another day if I had not, 
i md beaeere ZukunftXjllauben ’ (faith 


the wo^fds of the p)oet, * an Gk)tt 
pk>d and a better future). 


in tne 
u^pk>d 
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the same way ^through devcljon to the State, and 
sense duty ta society. ^ 

Thh Chief replied that this* self-sach'ii^ce and* demo- 
tion to duty towards the* State and the* Kii\g amongst 
us was merely a*remnant of the faith of our father and 
grandfathers ^in an altered form, — moVe^ confused, an(^ 
y^t active, no longer faith, but^nevertheless faithful.'’ 
y How willingly would I go away.! I enjoy country life, 
^the woods and nature. * Sever my connection wi^h God 
and I am a man who would pack up* to-morrow and be 

off to Varzin, and say * Kdss my / and cultivate his 

oats. You would then deprive me of my King, because 
why? — if there is i^o Divine cpnoftnandment, why should 
I subordinate myself to these Hohenzollerns ? They are# 
a Suabian family, no better than my own, and in 1:hat 
case no concern of mine. Why, I should be woFse than 
Jacoby, who might then be accepted as President or 
even as King. He would be in many ways more sen- 
sible, and at all events cheaper. 

Keudell told me this evening that the^ Chief had 
already, while standing o^itside the •chdteau, several 
times’ expressed himself in a snauiar manner. 

After dinner the Chancellor Veceiyed in his *own 
salon the Grand Duke of Weimar, as also Reynier, 
and subsequently Burnside and hL& cempanionr of the 
day before. 

Thursday, September 29th . — In the morning wrote 
articJes on the folly of certain Qenman newspapers that 
warned us against laying claim to Metz and the sur- 
rounding district because the inhabitants spoke French, 
and on Ifucrot's unpardonable escape during the trans- 
port o/ prisoners tq Germany. The second article was 
also sent to EnglancL 

The newspapers con4dn a report on the prevailing 
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[Sept. 39, 1870 
P 


O ® 


public sentiment in Bavaria, which evidentfy comes from 

0^. thoroughly reliable and highly siompetent 80 urce 9 ' We 

’ are > aecordingly»to not^ the principal points cohtained 

therein. Jbe news mven in the report is for the most 
*/* * ^ ^ ^ 
part satisfactory — in some particulars only is it possible 

^to wish it were' better. The idea of German unity has 
eyidently been stren^hened and extended by the war, 
but the specific Bavaxian amour •propre has also* inj 
crease^. The part taken by the army in the victories 
of the German forces at Worth and Sedan, as well as the 
severe losses which it has’ suffered, has not failed to 
excite enthusiasm throughout aU classes of the popula- 
tion, and to fill them with pride at the achievements of 
• their countrymen. They are convinced that their King 
sincerely desires the victory of the German arms, and 
fias uasd every effort to secure that end. His imme- 
diate entourage is well disposed. That cannot however 
be said oi all his Ministers. The Minister of War is 
without doubt sincerely anxious, and is doing his utmost 
to see the jiampaign brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 
He is in that respect thoroughly reliable, and he will 
no <^oubt be found on ithe right side in the matter of 
the conditions of peace. Count Bray, on the other hand, 
is and remains ultramontane and Austrian in his views. 
In his heart of hsarts he is opposed to the war, and for 
him our successes have been toO rapid, and our victories 
too complete. He would like to see the neutral Bowers 
take steps to restrain us, and if he could he Would 
support such measures. 

No conclusion is to be drawn from the very confident 
tone of the press as to an eventual rearrangement of 


' It WM’ a report from Mohl, originAlly intended, for his Gk>vemment 
mt OariBrohe, whioh ifas oommunioBted ^ the Chief, under wboee ixuitmo- 
tkmB extTMts therefr^ were gtiliaed ii^^he prewu 
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German relations whicli, tliroTjgli the brotherhood ■3 
arms djiring the, war, might develop into a, pe’rmement^ 
and -closer union also*in times ^of peace. ^ As a matfhr * 
of course Bray woxild be opposed to the entrance of 
Bavaria into th^ North ’German Confederation. But 
there are al5o oth^r inffuential personage? who do not 
contemplate such a course, or whh regard the effective 
co-operatiqn of the Bavarians in .the German victories 
less-as a means to promote the closer union of Germany 
than as a proof of the ^power of Ba%»^ria and an asser- 
tion of her independence? The nbn-ultramontane 
particularists take up . a somewhat similar position. 
They are pleased at our victories end proud of Bavaria’s 
share in them, They admire the^ manner in which the « 
Prussians conduct the war, aijd, like us, .they desire* to 
secure Germany against future attack from th^ We’st?. 
But they will not hear" of Bavaria joining the North 
German Confederation. The partition of the conquered 
French territory’’ is also much discussed in such circles. 
They would bke to see Alsace annexed to Baden on con- 
dition that the Baden Palatfnate were ceded to Bavaria. 
The adore penetrating rmnds amongst them are forced to 
reckon with fhe probability that* Baden, and if!** all 
likelihood also Wiirtemberg, will after the peace de- 
mand admission into the Federal Sthte, already formed 
by the North. The Ultfamontanes remain what they 
always were, altlfough they are now silent through fear. 
Fortuliately they have lost all confidence in Austria, so 
that they lack support, while, on the other hand, the 
Bavarians, who are now in the fielJ, have an entirely 
different opinion of the Prussians to * that which they 
entertf^ed before t^e war. They are full of the highest 
praise for their northern comrades, and not merely for 
their military qualities a^d achievemerfte, but also for 
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wieir readiness to help .the Bavarians wh^h they have 
^arher or better supplies than the lat^ier. tham 

*oife. of them has writtenr home that their priests Jiave 
maligned the Pbussiaiis, It is not true that they are all 
Lutherans. Many of them are Catholics, and they had 
even' seen sofiie^ Catholic military "chfiplains with them. 

the officers shar^ these feelings the army on its 
return will carry on ^an effective propaganda- against 
XJltxamontanism, and probably also against extreme par- 
ticularism. It WlU be easily understood that men of 
national sentiment in Bavaria should feel more confi- 
dent than ever. They will also do what they can for 
the cause. But they are a minority in the Lower 
o Chamber, and in the Upper House they Jia-ve scarcely 
two^^ or three representativfss. 

° At .^dinner the conversation turned on the Grand 
Duke of Weimar and such matters. The Minister said 
that the Grand Duke had been to see him the evening 
before, and wished to obtain some information which he 
(the Chi§f) was unable to give him. “ He thinks that 
I am also his Chancellor. Gn my politely declining, he 
said he must then appljf to the King. ‘Yes,’ I replied, 

‘ biffrin that case hiS Majesty wOl have to refer in the 
first place to his Ministen’ ‘ And the Minister 1 ’ (Here 
the Chief bent his head a little to one side and smiled 
sweetly.) ‘ He will maintain an impenetrable silence. ’ ” 
The Chancellor then said that he had been asked what 
was to be done wi^h the Garde Mobiles captur~3d at 
Strassburg. They were disposed to set them at liberty 
and let them go home. “God forbid,” said I; “send 
them to Upper Silesia.” 

Friday, September SOth . — Eeceived another letter 
from Bamberger, who is in Baden-Baden. He con- 
tin noti to use his talents and ^jnfluehce in the press to 
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advance the ^Chancellor’s vievis. In my answer JM 
begge<^hinj to Counteract the ill-considered,ar^menta^ 
of certain German jovfrnaliats* who novt, while wjs /tte 
still at war, and have hardly donee the ‘heaviest part 
of our task, are* already 'strongly urging moderation. 
The worst o€ these ’ is " Dr. Kruse, of» the Kolf^che 
Zsitung, with’ whom the idea that Metz must not bp 
annexed because the inhabitants speak French has 
b'ecQme almost a monojnania. These gentlemen offer 
their advice ^ to how far we can ot may go in our 
demands, and plead in faVour of France, while they 
would do much bette^r to insist upon still heavier 
demands, “ in order,” as the Minister said in com- 
plaining of this being “ preposterous ” behaviour, 

“ that we may at least get something decent, if hot 
all that we ask for. They will compel me in the eh<? 
to claim the Meuse as our frontier. Write also to 
Bamberger that’ I had credited him with more 
political acumen than to imagine that we really Want 
to replace Napoleon on the French throne.” 

Sunday, October ‘Znd. — 9\.t teatime to a re’mark that 
the p^)Orer classes suffered comparatively more than the 
upper and wealthier, the Chief replieTd that this reminded 
him of Sheridan’s observation at Reims, for it was 
perhaps after all as’well it should be’ sq, as there were 
more poor people than weil-to-do, and we must always 
keep in mind the^ object of the war, which was to secure 
an advantageous peace. The more Frenchmen suffered 
from the war the greater would be the number of those 
who would long for peace, whatever our conditions might 
be. “ And their treacherous franctireu'rs,” he continued, 
“ who now stand in blouses with their hands in their 
pockets, and in the next moment when our soldiers have 
passed by take their’ rifles^ut of the ditch and fire at 
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It will come to .this, that we wilf shoot down 
^very m^e inhabitant. *feeally that wqhld ng^^woree 
*th^n. in battle, where they fire a distance ot ^000 
yards, and_ candot recfognise each other’s faces.” 

The conversation then turned oir Russia, on the 
comi^Lunistic fiieasure of dividing thetland ‘between the 
v^lage communities, on the minor nobility, “ who had 
invested their savingsi in the purchase of pe^csants,. out 
of whom they squeezed their interest in the form of 
Obrok,” and of th'oi incredible wealth of many of the old 
Boyar families. The Chief ‘mentioned several examples, 
and gave a full account of the Yussupotfs, whose fortune, 
although nearly half of it had been several tinoies con- 
, fiscated on account of their complicity in conspiracies, 
wa4 still much larger thai\ that of most German Princes. 
St"wa8*eo great that “ two serfs, father and son, who had 
acted in succession as managers* of the estate, were able 
to bleed if of three millions without the loss being felt.” 
“ The palace of these princes in St. Petersburg contained 
a' large theatre in th«. style of the Weisser Saal in the 
palace at Berlin, and had tnagnificent rooms in which 
300 to 400 persons V (jkould dine with comfort. 'Porty 
yea^ ago the old Yiissupoff kept open tiible daily. A 
poor old officer on the retired list had dined there almost 
every day for yearA, although no one’^knew who he was. 
The name and rank of their " constant guest was only 
discovered on inquiries being made of the police when 
on one occasion he had remained away for a coB^ider- 
able time.” 

Monday, October Zrd . — We were joined at table by 
the Grand Chamiberlain, Perpohcher, and a ^ Herr von 
Thadden, who was to be appointed a member of the 
Administration at Reims. The Chief told several anec- 
dotes of the old Rothschild ^ Frankfurt. He had on 
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one occasion ^heard Rothschild ^talking to a com-dealoS 
vAio \^nted to \ny some wheat. The lattey sidd that^ 
such a rich man ought^not to put the puice of wh^atTso * 
high. What have my^ riches got to "do with it ? 
replied the old gentleman.* Is*my wheat any the worse 
because I an? rich * ‘'*He gave dinners libwever ^hich 
did all honour to his wealth. I Ven/ember once whep 
the present King, then Prince of Prussia, was in Frank- 
fort* and I invited him to dinner. Rothschild had also 


intended to* invite him. ^ The Prince ^bld him, however, 
that he must settle that \vd1:h me, otherwise he would 
be quite as pleased tg dine with him as with me. 
Rothschild then wanted me ta give up his Royal 
Highness to Jiioi. I refused, whereupon he had the ^ 
nalvetq to propose that his dinper should be brought? to 
my house, as of course he did not partake of it himself 
— he only ate meat * prepared in Jewish fashion. 
Naturally I also declined this proposal, although there 
can be no doubt that his dinner would have been hiftter 
than mine/' The Chief was once told by old Metternich, 
— who, by the way, was ^ery well disposed towards 
rQe,"#-^that at one time whei\ die had lodged with 
Rothschild, oA his way to Johaniiisberg (Metteriftbh's 
estate), his host had put six* bottles of Johannisberg 
wine into his lunch basket for the -"rofjd. These were 
taken out unopened on Mettemich's arrival at Johannis- 
berg, where the Prince asked his chief cellairer what they 
cost -per bottle. “Twelve florins,;’ was the answer. 

“ Well then," said Metternich, “ send these six bottles 
back to Baron Rothschild when he giVes his next order, 
but charge him fifteen florins a piece for them then, as 
they "will have grown older by that time." 

Tu^eday^ October 4:th, — In the forenoon again called 
to the Chief Bucher) Cour^illor of Embassy ; and Wiehr, 
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deciplierer, axnved a^ter luncn. iJucncl* appears to 

t are been, summoned here in oj;der to ‘replace .^ekea, 
ho h^s been ilk and ought to ha^ie gone home, bnt^who 
has now nearly'recovtred. No one could have filled his 
place better than Bucher, who is unquestionably the 
best informedf* most intelligent hnd ujiprejKdiced of all 
tjje principal workers by whom the Chief is surrounded, 
and who help to propagate his ideas. In the evening 
the Chancellor talked about Hjloltke, remarking how 
gallantly he had attacked the punch bowk on a recenf 
occasion, and in what excellent spirits he was. “ I have 
not seen him looking so well for p, long time past. That 
is the result of the w'ar, It is his trade. I remember, 
c when the Spanish question became acute, he looked ten 
years younger. ^ Afterwards, when I told him that the 
Hbhenyollern had withdrawn, he suddenly looked quite 
old and infirm. And when the French showed their 
teeth again ‘ Molk ’ was once more tresh and young. 
The' matter finally ended in a diner d trois — Molk, 
Boon and I — which resulted (here the Chancellor smiled 
a cunning smile) in the EmS telegram.” 

We start early to-mq;:row morning, as we have a long 
jouihley to make. Our next halt will be at Versailles. 



CHAPTER TX* 


JOURNEY TO VERSAILLES — MADAME JESSES HOUSE, 
AND OUR LIFE THHRE 

h 

We left Ferrieres about 7 o’clock on the mornin" of 

« O 

the 5th of October. At first wa drove along by-roads, 
which were however in excellent condition, passing a* 
large wood, several parks and chateaux and a numbW of 
respectable villages that appeared to be entirely desertM 
by their inhabitants and were now occupied solely by 
German soldiers! vEverywhere an appearance of excep- 
tional prosperity. Later on we reached a pofitoon 
bridge decorated with the Prussia^p colours, which took 
us over the Seine. On* the other side we met the 
Crowe Prince and his suite, ^dio had ridden out U) 
welcome the* King. The latter, * accompanied Wy the 
Chancellor, was to proceed from this point on horseback 
to a review of •troops. We thdn .drove om alone, 
turning into a high road which led to the village of 
Villeneuve le Roi. 

Lhad long been looking forwar4 to my first glimpse 
of Paris. It was however cut off on the right by a 
rather high range of wooded hills, on the sides of which 
we now and then noticed a village or small white town. 
At lengtli we come to an opening, a little valley, and 
we observe the blue outline of a great cupola — the 
Pantheon ! Hurrah' 1 we Are at last ouMide Paris. 

^ Q 2 
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P We shortly after\vai;cls turned into a i^^road paved 
^^dghway ‘'w^iere a Bavarian picket wa^ station^l t© 
Avatch , a road which crossed it At this point a^d^ led 
towards Paris. ''To the left an extensive plain, and on 
the right a continuation hf the"’ chain of-wooded heights. 
A whfle town way up the slope, then, lower down, 

two other villages, cind> we finally pass threfagh an irop, 
gateway partially gilt, traverse some busy streets, and a 
straight avenue with old trees, and then find ourselves'' 
in fronl' of our qud^ters in Versailles. 

On the 6th of October, tiie day after our arrival in 
the old royal town of France, Kcudell remarked that 
we might possibly remain here for some three weeks. 

.Nor did I think it improbable, as the course of the war 
up to that time had accustomed us to speedy success. 
We"" remained however five long months. But, as will 
be seen later on, the Minister must have suspected that 
our stay w()uld not be a short one. f'or this reason, and 
as our lodging was the scene of very important events, 
a fuller description of it will probably be welcome. 

The house which was occupied by the Chancellor of 
the Confederation belonged to one Madame Jesse, widow 
of a^^^’ealthy cloth manufacturer, who shortly before our 
arrival fled to Picardy with her two soms, leaving her 
property to the care of her gardener and his wife. It 
is No. 14 in Rue de Provci.ee, which connects the 
Avenue de St. Cloud with the Boulcvaidc de la Reinc. 
The Rue de Provence is one of the quietest in Verse illes. 
Many of the houses are surrounded by gardens. Ours 
is a slate-roofed house of three stories, the third of these 
being a garret. From the entrance in the courtyard a 
flight of stone steps leads up to the hall door. On the 
right of this hall is the principal staircase, and the 
following rooms open on to it the dining-room looking 
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out on the 'garden, the salon, •a billiard-room, a coril 
servaetcry, .and Uie library of the deceased M. -tesse. i 
(r)if the table in the salbn, stood an ,old-fashie1ied* 
chimney clock with a fiendish figure in bronze biting 
his thumb. Thi^ demon grinned sarca.stically at all the 
negotiations* whiei led to the treatie.s ’ wuth the'^South 
€rT5rman States, the proclamation* of tlie German 
J^nfperor and Empire, and aftei wards to the surrender 
of •Paris and the preli^ninaries of peace, all of \vhi(‘h 
were signed -in this salon, thus securhig it a place in tlie 
world's history. 

The hilliard-room was arranj^^ed as an office for the 
councillors, secrctajdes, and (^lecipherers. In January, 
when there was a severe frost, a portion of the winter# 
gardcM was assigned to tlie- <dHicers on guard. J'lic 
library was occupied by orderlies and G4ian(any 
attendants. 

The principal staircase led to a secoml Iiall, wliicdi 
received a dim light from a s<juare flat window let*into 
tlie roof. The doors of the IVlinist^n*’s two rooms (g)c*ned 
off this hall. Neither of tfiem was more than ten paces 
by sT^vem One of these, the wti^low of which opened 
on the garden, served at the same time as studybind 
bed-chamber, and was very scantily furnished. 

The other chamber, whicJi was liomewhag better 
furnished, although not* at all luxuriously, served, in 
addition to the 5?alon on the ground floor, for the Tccep- 
tion ^of visitors. During the nog<giat ioTis for the 
capitulation of Paris it was put at the disposal of Jules 
Favre for his mediations and correspondence. 

Counts Bismarck-Bohlen had a room to tlie left of 
the Cjiancellor's, which also opened on the park and 
garden, Abeken haying the opposite room looking on the 
street. Bolsing had a chamber’ near the back- 
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^irs, while I ^as lodged on the secqptf 
^l^ohlen’s room. 

I’he park cbehind the House, though not largS, *^va8 
very pretty, and there di^ring l^te bright autumn nights 
the ta^ figure and white cap of the Chancellor was 
fl^quently to be' seen passing from tne shade into the 
moonlight as he slowly strolled about. What was tlfe* 
ileepless man pondering over ? What ideas were *re-, 
shelving, through the mind of thkt solitary wanderdV 
What plans were Terming ^or ripening in his brain 
during those still midnight hours ? 

It will be seen that the whole Field Foreign Office 
was not quartered at Madame Je.sse’s. Lothar Bucher 


had ^a handsome apartment in the Avenue de Paris, 
Keudell and the decipherers were lodged in a house 
somewhat higher up than ours in the Rue de Provence, 
and County Hatzfeldt lived in the last house on the 


opposite side of the way. There was some talk on 
several occasions of providing the Chancellor with more 
roomy and j better futhished lodgings, but the matter 
went no further, *" possibly because he himself felt no 
great desire for such a ‘change, and perhap.s also because 
he lihed the quiet which prevailed in the compara- 
tively retired Rue de Pro'O^ence. 

During the day, however, this .stillne.ss was less 
idyllic than many newspaper correspondents described 
it at the-* time. I am not thinking ot the fife.s and 
drums of the troops that marched through the town 
and which reached our ears almost daily, nor of the 
noise which resulted from two sorties made by the 
Parisians in our direction, nor even of the hottest day 
of the bombardment, as we had become accustonjed tb 
all that, much as the miller does to .the roar and rattle 
of his wheels. I refer prinUpally to the munerous 
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visitors of tfll kinds, many o£» them unwelcome, wh^ 
■v^ere received hy the Ghancellor durino; thyse* eventfulj 
months. Our quarters was *ofJ;en like* a pigeon , hiTuse* 
from the constant flow of strangtrs and acquaintances 
in and out. At first non-ofticial eavesdroppers and 
measengers hame Ifrom “Paris, followed* lifter by f»flicial 
negotiators in the persons of Fa\h'e And Thiers, accoqa* 
paified by a larger or smaller .retinue. There were 
j)rincely visitors from »the PTbtel dos Reservoirs. The 
Crown Prinee came scyeral times, aifd the King once. 
The Church was also represented amongst the callers 
by high dignitaries, archbishops, and other prelates. 
Deputations from _ the Reichstag, individual party 
leaders, higher ofticials, and bankers arrived from* 
Berlirii, while Ministers came from Bavaria and other 
South German States for the purpose of coivludin^ 
treaties. American geherals, members of the foreign 
diplomatic body in Paris, including a “ colouhed gentle- 
man,” and envoys of the Imperialist party wished to s^eak 
to the busy statesman in his smaU room upstairs, and, 
as a matter of course, EnglTsh newspaper correspondents 
eagerly tried to force their way ipio his presence. Then 
there were Government couriers *with their de.'^fetch 
bags. Chancery attendants with telegrams, orderlies with 
messages from the general staff, and besides alL these a 
superfluity of work whteh was as difficult as it was 
important. In * short, what with deliberating on old 
scheAes and forming new ones, se.eking how to over- 
come difficulties, vexation and trouble, the disappoint- 
ment of well-grounded expectations, now and then a 
lack of support and readiness to meet his views, the 
foolish opinions of phe Berlin press and their dissatis- 
faction notwithstanding our undreamt of success, 
together with the agitat^n of the Ultramontranes, it 
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f^BB often ^ard^to und^^tand how the ClAncellor, with 
■^all these' oajls upon his activity- and p^*^;ience, a^d with 
^alJ'^th[3 disturbajice and^ friction, ’^as, on the wh(rf6> able 
to preserve his liealth*and maintain that freshness which 
he showed so frequently late in the^ evening in con- 
versations bdth^ serious and Kuniorious. During his 
Stay at Versailles he was only once or twice unwell for 
three or four days. 

The Minister allowed himself little recreation* — a 
ride between 3 and 4 o’clock, an hour at table with halT 
an hour for the cup of coffee which followed it in the 
drawing-room, and now and then, after 10 p.m., a 
longer or shorter chat at the tea table with whoever 
^happened to be there, and a couple of hours sleep after 
daybreak. The whole remainder of the day was devoted 
to business, studying or writing in his room, or in con- 
versations and negotiations, — unless a sortie of the 
French or* some other important military operation 
called him to the side of the King, or alone to some post 
of observation. 

Nearly everj' day the Chancellor had guests to 
dinner, and in this way, we came to see and hear almost 
all the well-known and celebrated men prominently 
connected in the war. Favre repeatedly dined with us, 
reluctantly at first, because his countrymen within the 
walls were starving,” but afterwards listening to wise 
counsel and exhortation and doing justice like the rest 
of us to the good, things of the kitchen and Cellar. 
Thiers, with his keen intelligent features, was on one 
occasion amongst the guests, and the Crown Prince once 
did us the honour to dine at our table, when sqch of the 
Chief's assistants as were not previously known to him 
were presented. At another time Prince Albrecht was 
prraertt. Of the Minister’s f^^rther guests, I will here 
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only mentioi* Delbrtick, Presid^t of tlie Bundeskanz-^ 
leinmt, ^who wa^ frequently m Versailles ,fof weeks 
at a . time, the Duke *of Ratibor, Prince Putbus, von 
Bennigsen, Simson, Bamberger, Prieden\.hal and von 
Blankenburg, the»Bavariail Ministers Count Bray and 
von Lutz, the Wuictelnbbrg Ministers vcai^Vachtef^ and 
Mittnacht, vori Roggenbach, Prince'*Radziwill, and finally* 
Odo .Russell, who was subsequently British Ambassador 
to the German Empire. ^ When the Chief was present 
tile conversation was always lively aad varied, w/Jile it 
was frequently instructive asf illustrating his manner of 
regarding men and things, or as throwing light upon 
certain episodes and incidents of his past life. 

Madame Jesse put in an appearance a few days before 
our departure and, as previously observed, did not pro- 
duce a good impression. She seems to have, made? 
charges against us which 'the French press, even papers 
that lay claim to some respectability, ’circulAted with 
manifest pleasure. Amongst other things we ‘lare 
alleged to have packed up her pl»te and table linen. 
Furthermore, Count Bismait;k tried to .compel her to 
give Ijbn a valuable clock. 

The first assertion was simply art absurdity, as tbferc 
was no silver in the house, unless it was in a corner of 
the cellar which Was walled up, an’d ,which — on the 
express directions of the Chief — was left unopened. The 
true 8V>ry about ‘the clock was quite different to .that 
circulated by Madame Jesse. The ^article in question 
was the timepiece in the drawing-room with the small 
bronze demon. Madame Jesse offered fhe Chancellor this 
piece of furniture, which in itself was of comparatively 
little value, at an exorbitant price, on the assumption that 
he prizhd it 6is a witness to the important negotiations 
that had taken place’ in h« room- I believe she asked 
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5,000 francs for it. ^ut she overreached herself, and^ 
her offer was declined. “ I remember,'’- said the ©Minister 
aftewards ^in« Berlin^ ^‘observing at the time that 
possibly fhe impish figure on the clock, which made such 
faces, might be particularly dear to her as a family 
portrait, ancf that I should be sorry fo deprive her of it, 



CHAPTER X 


AUTUMN DAYS AT VERSAILLES 

The day after our ar^dval at Vei'saHles I forwarded the 
following statement with regard to the measures taken 
against Jacoby, in accordance with the Chiefs views. 
It was an answer to the protests which had been nnade 
by the German pr^ss agaihst his arrest, and not merely 
by the democratic and the progressist organs, which in- - 
variably criticise political and military affairs from 
the standpoint of private morals. 

We still hear a great deal aboift the alleged 
illegality committed in arresting »3m(?oby. That measure 
might have been inopportune ; perhaps less importance 
might have been attached to hfs demonstrations. But 
there was nothing illegal in the course •adopted, •as we 
are now in a state of war, when the civil code must yield 
to military necessity. The imprisonment* of Jat^oby 
falls mthin the military jurisdiction, with which the 
police and the judicial authorities ha^e nothing to do. 
It is in no sense to be regarded as a punishment. Jacoby 
is simply a prisoner of war, just as would be a spy 
arreste^ in Germany, with whom of course we do not 
wish otherwise to Qompare him. In other words, he 
was one of the forces tl^t increased tte difficulty of 
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attaining the object of^the war, and had^ accordingly to* 

be rendered harmless. 

'' V This 5vih be n?ade clear by a glanceT at the 
numerous instances in which , those entrusted with the 

( f 

conduct of war are obliged to oyer-ride the rights of 
person and property recognised by thd Constitution. 
cFor purposes of successful defence private propfefty 
may be destroyed without previously arranging the 
term^ of compensation, houses '"may be burned and'tr^es 
cut down, an eii trance may be forced into private 
residences, street traffic may be stopped and every other 
means of transport such as ships, carts, &c. , can bo 
either seized or destroyed without the previous per- 
mission of the owner, that rule applying to our own 
as well as to the enemy’s country. The removal of 
persons who afford the enemy either moral or material 
support, or who merely give rise to suspicion that they 
do so, comes under the .same category of laws which 
apply to countries in a state of war. 

“ These principles are not contested in so far as 
they are applicable to the immediate seat of war. The 
idea upon which they are based is not, however, 
afiected by the locality. Those who wield the power 
of the State must exercise the rights and fulfil the 
duties" accorded to and imposed upon them for the 
purpose of securing the object of the war, without 
regal'd to the distance from the actual scene of Warfare 
of the obstacles which require removal. They are 
bound to prevent the occurrence of such incidents as 
render the attainment of peace less easy. We ate 
now carrying on a war for the purpose af enforcing 
Conditions which will hinder the enemy from attacking 
us in future. Our opponents resist these conditions 
wad will be greatly encouil^ged and strengthened in 
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^their resistance by a declaration on the part of Germans 
that the^ conditnjna are inexpe(^ient and unjpst! The 
Brunswiok working class manifestp and the Konig8t)eig 
resolution have been utilised to the utmost by the 
French press and* have obviously confirmed the Re- 
publicans now'holdihg’ power in Paris in th* idea "that 
thoy are right* in rejecting those** coflditions. These, 
French Republicans measure the ^ influence of their 
German sympathisers on ^he Governments of Germany 
by the standard of thejr own expeia^nce. ' The im- 
pression which those demonstrations at Brunswick and 
Konigsberg produced in. Germany was probably little ; 
but the point is, what effect djd ^thcy have in Paris? 
The effect there is such that similar demonstrations 
must be rendered impossible in future, a,nd their in- 
stigator must accordingly be put out of harm’s way.” 

In the morning Keudell said to me we might renrain 
in Versailles for about three weeks. Metz would 
soon be obliged to capitulate, as they now had 
only horseflesh to cat and no sal*. They were still 
confident in Paris, although There was great mortahty 
amongst their cattle, which were f*idton compressed food. 
Burnside, who liad been in the city, confirmed this news. 
The Minister was* less sangume. The question of 

* uniforms for the secretaries was again brought up, and 
in this connection the Chief remarked that the war 
might yet contintfe for a considerable time, perhaps* till 
Christfhas, possibly till Easter, and probably a portion 
of the troops would remain in France Jfor years to come. 
I^uis should have been immediately stormed on the 
19th of September, or left entirely on one side. He 
then told his valet to, send to Berlin for his fur coats. 

In the further epurse of conversation the Minister 
said : “ I heard something really characteristic to-day. 
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The hos^ of Princes who have followed Jiis and who are 
lodging at the H6tel aes Ref^ervoirs/are liviijg at ‘the 
expense of th^ town 1 .They Iht the municipality feed 
them, thoughP they <have merely come out of curiosity, 
and are nothing more than distinguished loafers. It is 
particularly^shabby of the Duke Coburg, who is a 
rich man, wdth aa ailnual revenue of a 'million thalars. 
•Such a piece of meanness ought to be noticed in the 
press. It is shameful for a Pfince to allow himself to 
Jje fe^l by a toWii already so impoverished;” The Clnef 
again returned to this subject a little later, “ The royal 
household is a very comprehensive conception, and so it 
is impossible to object to these gentlemen being fed^ 
The King pays for the Crown Prince, ^.nd the Crown 
Piince for the other princely personages. But it is 
t iiiean„of the latter to help to suck the town dry, and 
the. newspapers should not overlook it.” 

I afterwards asked the Minister, who was alone with 
me in the drawing-room, where he remained behind after 
taking a cup of coffee, whether I should scud the press 
particulars of the not ver^ gentlemanly conduct of the 
Princes. “ Certainly^ why not ? ” he replied ; “ and you 
can.< also give the -name of the Coburger — not in our 
own papers, however.” . The bolt was accordingly des- 
patched to Meljzler, of the Foreign Office in Berlin, who 
was to pass it on to the Kolnische Zeitung. 

“ An Ejiglishman at the headquarters at Meaux ” 
wrote to the Daily Telegraph that the Chief 'on the 
conclusion of his interview with Malet said : “ What 
gives myself and the King most anxiety is the influence 
of a French Republic in Germany. We are very well 
aware how American Republicanism has reacted upon 
Germemy, and if the French oppose^ us with a republican 
propaganda it will do us m<^e harm than their armies.” 
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The Minister frrote *on tlie margjn of tins statement : 

‘ Aji absurd lie.”' 

Friday, Octoher 7th . — Hatzfeldt in/ormed us >t 
unch. that the Greek Minister . in Phrls, witii a 
‘ family ” of tweiity-four*-t)r tw^enty-five persons, has 
3ome out to •,U3 on 'his way to Tours ^o join* the 
ie^e^ation of *the Gc/vernment oS National Defence. ^ 
His hoy told the Count that he^ did not at all like 
Paris^ They got too little meat to cat there. 

*• Prepared*a,n article for the press fsdm the following 
sketch : “We are carrying oil war, not with a view to 
a permanent occupation of France, but to secure a peace 
on the conditions which we have laid- down. For that 
reason we desire to negotiate with a Government which 
represents the will of France, and whose declaratioVis 
and concessions will bind France as well as ourselves. ' 
The present Government has not that character. • It 
must be confirmed’ Viy a National Assembly, or’ replaced 
by another Government. A general election is necessilry 
for that purpose ; and we are quite , prepared to permit 
this to take place in those jAirts of the country which 
we ocCtJLtpy, so far as strategic considerations will allow. 
The present holders of power in Parii, however, havtl bo 
disposition to adopt this course.. • For personal consider- 
ations they injure *the interests of’ the country by 
inflicting upon it a continimnce of the evils of war.” 

Hatzfeldt complained at dinner that the GreekSj.who 
are annious to get away, pestered him with their lamen- 
tations. “ Yes,” said the Chief, “ they too must be 
regarded with suspicion. They must first be identified 
according to their descriptions, and it must then be 
seen whether they ^have been propetly circumcised. 
But nef*, that is not customary among the Greeks. 
What seems to me, h’owevw, more suspicious even than 
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this enormous diplomatic family, is Wittgenstein, who ^ 

comes 6ut,at the risk of his life on pyetence oj iaving 
despatches for® me, and who afterwards turns* out to 
have none. T wonxler do they fancy that we shall 
tolerate this running ‘ to ahd fro between Paris and 
KutrRsow ? ” ® « ° ' r » 

“ But,” said Hat^feldt, “ he might be able to bring 
us news from the city.” 

The Chief : “For that pprpose he should bear a 
character that fltispircs confidence, and -that he does 
not do.” 

The conversation then turned on the exhausted con- 
dition of the town- of Versailles, which has had heavy 
ex|)ense8 to bear during the last fortnight. The new 
Mayor, a M. Rameau, was granted an audience with the 
‘^C^ief <t.o-day. Referring to this the Minister said: “I 
told him that they should taise a loan. ' Yes,’ he 
replied, ‘ that would be possible, but then he must ask 
permission to go to Tours, as he required the authority 
of his Government ♦'for such a measure.’ Of course I 
could not promise him that, and besides they would 
hardly give him the Viecessary authority there. Prebably 
they think at Tour^' that it is the duty of the Versailles 
people to starve in order that we may be starved with 
them.' But they forget that we are the stronger and ■ 
take what we want. They ’have absolutely no idea 
what war is,” 

A reference to the neighbourhood between the 
palace and the H6tel des Reservoirs brought up the 
subject of the distinguished guests who are staying at 
the latter house. Amongst other remark^ upon the 
“ troop of princes,” the ChanceUor said : “ They have 
lathing decent to eat at that hotel, possibly because the 
p0Ofde think their highnesseil; wish to have it gratis.” 
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Finally some one broached th^ questi^ of tolerance,^ 
an^ at first the ‘Chancellor exp’ressed himse^ much in 
the sarn^ sense as he Ifhd doiie at St. Avoid, 
clared in decided terms for tolerance in matters of faith. 
But/' he added, the Freel^hinkdrs are also not tolerant 
They persecute boHeVei'^^, not indeed with the t^take, 
sioc^e that is impossible, but with inoult and mockery 
in the press. Amongst the peop]^e, so far as they are 
non-believers, there has also not been much progress. 
What pleasure it would afford them to 'see Pastor i^nack 
hanged ! 

Somebody having mentioned that early Protestant- 
ism had shown no tolerance, Bucher called attention to 
the fact that, according to Buckle, the Huguenots were 
zealous reactionaries, as was, indeed, the case with all 
the reformers of that period. ‘‘They were not exactly’ 
reactionaries,'^ replied the Chief, “ but petty tyrants — 
each parson was a small Pope." He then referred to 
the course taken by Calvin against Servetus, and added 
“Luther was just the same." I > ventured to recall 
Luther's treatment of the followers of >Karl8tadt and 
Munzei, as well as the case of t^^e* Wittenberg theolo- 
gians after him*; and Chancellor Krell. Bucher reldfed 
that towards the end of the last century the Scottish 
^ Presbyterians punished a person for merely lending 
Thomas Paine's Rights of Man with twenty-one years' 
transpo/tation, the offender being immediately cast >into 
chains* I pointed to the rigid intolerance of the New 
England States towards the members of other religious 
communions and to their tyrannical liquor law. And 
the Sabbath-keeping," said the Chief, “ that is a horrible 
tyranny." I remember the first time I A^ent to England 
on landing at Hull I , whistled in the street. An 
Englishman, whose ctcquai^tance I had rdade on board 
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said to me, “ Pray, sir,#don't whistle I ” i asked “ Why 
not? is* it » forbidden here?” No,” ,he said, j ‘.but* it 
is^-hf. Sabba^h.i’ Tha^ made me* so angry thatJ imme- 
diately took a ticket "bn another steamer for Edinburgh, 
as it did not at all suit me'not to be able to whistle 
when* I had a? mind to.” Bucher,' remarked that in 

r ,1 

general the Sunday *in England was not so bad. ,.He 
himself had always greatly enjoyed the stillness after 
the rush and roar of the working day in London, -wdiere 
the noise began early in the morning. The ChancellSt 
then continued : “In otlier respects I am not at all 
opposed to keeping the Sabbath holy. On the contrary, 
as a landed proprietor, I , promote it as much as possible. 

» Only I will not force the people. Every one must know 
best for himself how to prepare for the future life. No 
work should be done on Sunday, because it is wrong as 
beitfg a breach of the Divine Commandment, and unfair 
to man, who requires rest. That of course does not 
apply to the service of the State and in particular to 
the diplopaatic service, in which despatches and tele- 
grams are delirered on Sxfndays which must be dealt 
with at once. Therteccan also be no objection t/D our 
country people sa'Mng their hay or Corn on a fine 
Sunday after a long speH of bad weafher. I could not 

bring myself to .coerce my farmers ill those things 

I can afford to do as I think right myself, as the damage 
donefby a possible rainy Monday would not affect me. 
Our landed proprietors consider that it is not respect- 
able to edlow their people to work on Sunday even in 
such an emergency I ” I mentioned that pious families 
in America do not even cook on the Sabbath, and that 
on being once invited to dinner, in New York on a 
Sunday there was only cold meat on the tabl^ “ In 
Frankfurt,” said the Chief, ^when I had more liberty 
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we always diiJed very simply qu Sundays, and I never • 
orfleredothe carriage out on account of ther> servants.” 

I ventured to remark that in Leipzig “jdl shops rw^re 
closed on Sunday, with the exception of the bakers’ and 
some tobacconists. ‘‘ Yes, that is as it shpuld be ; but 
I do not want to put pressure on anybody. I might.:^ 
p<?s»ibly do it in the country by no*t buying from a 
tradesman-— that is if his goods were not of exception- 
aHy'^high quality, for then I do not know wljether 
I should be able to stand firm. CarS should be taken, 
however, that noisy trades, such as that of the black- 
smith, should not be carried on in the neighbourhood 
of a church on Sunday.” 

I was summoned to the Minister in the evenipg. 

“ Thile-^ writes to me,” he said, “ that the Norddeutsche 
Allgemeine Zeitung has a terrible article againht the 
Catholics. Is it by you V’ “I do not know which he 
alludes to, as I have recently called attention on several 
occasions to the proceedings of the Ultramontanes.” He 
then searched for the extract, whi6h he read over half 
aloud. “ But that is perfectly true and' correct. Yes, 
that’s^ quite right. Our good Thile' has been thoroughly 
taken in by Savigny. He has gone out of his wits and 
howls because we 'have not rescued the Pope and his 
whole family.” 

We were thirteen at fable to-day. Dr. Lauer being 
one of the number. I pointed this out to Bucher,’ who 
sat near me. “ Don’t speak so loud,” he replied. “ The 
Chief has a very sharp ear, and he is superstitious on 
that point.” * 

^ At that time Secretary of State in the Foreign Office. He waa not 
a Catholic. ^ 

* Bucher afterwards told me that the Chancellor was affected both by 
the superstition reepeotin^ the number thirteen and that relating to Fri> 
day. Other diplomats, as, for if stance, the French, seem to entertain 
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Monday, October '^Qth . — Called to tlse Chief twice 

^ C) ' ^ O 

during th^ morning. He went sulwequentljr io Uhe 
Cfo^^jn Pri^jceJs quartets, where he remained for 
lunch. 

The conversation ait dinner at fiist turned on the 
^inter^ew of the King with Napoleoii at Bellevue, near 
^edan, respecting which Russell sent a full report to Tiie 
Times, although the two Sovereigns were alone and the 
Chancellor himself was only aware of what had passed 
in so far as the King had assured him that there had 
been absolutely no reference to politics. “ As a matter 
of fact,” said the Chancellor, “it would not have been 
nice of ‘ our Most Gracious ’ to have maintained silence 
onty towards his Ministers. Russell must unquestion- 
ably have received his news from the Crown Prince.” 

I ^now forgot how and by whom the subject of 
dangerous touring expeditions was introduced, but the 
Minister himself related some daring enterprises of his 
own. “I remember,” he said, “being once with a 
party, amongst whom were the Orloffs, in South France, 
near the Pont "^du Gard. An old Roman aqueduct of 
several stories crossed the valley. Princess Or^.off, a 

the same objection both to the number and the day. The following 
anecdote, which I was assurecf was perfectly genuine, may serve as an 
example. After the negotiations respecting the duty payable by ships 
passing through the ^ound had been completed, it was arranged that the 
treaty containing the terms agreed uj>on should be signed at Copenhagen 
on the 13th of M^rch, 1587. It turned out that the day thus cl\oeen was 
not only the thirteenth of the month, but was also a Friday, ^nd that 
there were thirteen Plenipotentiaries to sign the document. “ A three- 
fold misfortune I " exclaimed the French Ambassador Dotezac. To hia 
delight, however, the addition of the signatures was postponed for some 
days owing .to -difficulties occasioned by the difference in the rate of 
exchange of Danish and Prussian thalers. The number of representatives 
still caused him so mhch anxiety, however, t^t it made him ill, and it 
was only on the decease of the Hjmoverian l^lenipotentiary a fidw weeks 
lifter that the ALmbassador and the other aignatoriee of the treaty 

Mt that they were no longer in dange^of sodden death. 
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very spmted<>lady, proposed thnt we should go acros^ 
o'^r There a very neSrow path, ah^out a foot | 
and a-half wide, along one side of the old water chanael, 
and on the other side a wall of big slab^ of stone. It 
looked a very hazardous Undertaking, but I could not 
allow myselb to be b^ten by a womafi. We two 
aooordingly started oh this enterprise, Orloff going wit^ 
the rest of the company down by the valley. For some 
time we walked on aU nght along the stone wall, from 
which we could see a depth of se^8ral hundred feet 
beneath us. Further on, however, the stones had fallen 
off and we had to pick our way along the narrow ledge. 
Then we came to another stretch- of relatively easy 
going, but after there was another very bad bit on an 
unsafe ledge. Screwing up my courage I stepped ‘out . 
quickly after the Princess, and grasping her with one 
arm, jumped down with her into the channel some- four 
to five feet deep. Our companions below,“ who had 
suddenly lost sight of us, were in the greatest anxiety 
until at length we came out on the^ other side.” 

In the evening I was called to the Chief to receive 
instructions respecting Garibaldi,- ‘who, according to a 
telegram from Tours, had arrived fliere and offered" his 
services to the French Republis> The Chancellor said ; 
“But just tell me "why you sometimes write in such a 
sledge-hammer style ? It is true I have not seen the 
text of your telegram about Russell, but your recent 
article on the Ultramontanes in the Norddeutsche All- 
gemeine Zeitung was very strongly worded. Surely the 
Saxons are usually regarded as a very polite race, and 
if you havO any ambition to become Court Historian to 
the Foreign Office, ..you must not be so violent.” I 
ventured to reply that I could also be polite, and was 
capable of irony without^ rudeness. “ Well, then,” he 
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5»aid, “ be polit^butwitljotit irony. \^rite diplomatically. 
Even in “a declaration of Svar oije obser^f^es the n^Jes ®f 
politeness.’^ - *' 

Txiesday, Ot^toher — It appears from the con- 

versation at dinner thit an “assembly* of a congress of 
German Princes at Versailles has’b^en for some time 
past under consideratibn. It is hooped theft the Kin^of 
!^avaria will also come. In that case Delbriick thinks 
“ it would be well to place at Jiis disposal one of .the 
historic apartmenfet in the palace — possibly.the bedroom 
of Louis XIV. With his chtiracter he would be certainly 
delighted at such an arrangement, and would not be too 
exacting in the matter of comfort.” The Chief dined 
to-day with the Crown Prince, and did no^t return until 
10 o’clock, when he had an interview with Burn^de. 

' Weflnesday, October 12th . — Amongst other things I 
wrote to-day another article on the hostile attitude 
assumed by the Ultramontanes towards us in this war. 

It was directed against the Schlesische Hems- Blatter, 
and concluded as fqjlows : “We should liave thought 
that it was impossible at t/iiis time of day to be mis- 
understood in using- ^he terms ‘ ultramontane and 
‘ ultramontanism.’ AVe should have 'thought that 
honest Catholics would .'is clearly understood what was 
meant thereby as db other Christians;’ and that as honest 
Cathohes they could not possibly take offence at stric- 
tures„upon ultramontane agitation and "attacks. Acting 
on this supposition, we called attention to the resistance 
offered by that party to the latest development of 
Grerman affairs. To our great astonishment, however, 
we learn through a Silesian journal that our ^article, in 
which the psirty in question was, described as ultra- 
montane, has actually given offence^ and been regarded 
M a censure ^d impeachn^^t of CathoUcism itself. 
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We deprecate *any Buch interpretation o? our meeuiing.| 

N^tkio^ was mCj^e remote froiti our intention.* From 
otir standpoint UltraAontaniem has jpst as little^in 
common with the faith of the • Catholic* Chuix^ as 
Atheism and NihiJism havt? with*the Protestant Church. 
Ultramontaniem is*, ol a* purely political 5haractor. It 
is^the spirit 6f a sedt'with exclusively worldly aims^ 
namely, thje restoration as far as. possible of universal 
empire on a medieeval, theocratic basis. It does not 
recognise the. claims of patriotism, and it consid^s the 
end to justify the means. *Iu speaking of the Ultra- 
montanes as zealous .opponents of Germany in the 
present war, the examples which -we gave made it 
sufficiently cl^ar to whom we referred. For the purpose , 
of removing all doubt on this point, however, and to 
prevent the possibility in future of circles for whom we 
entertain feelings of respect taking unnecessary offence 
at remarks which were not intended for thefn, we will 
here add a few further examples. ' 

“ When we complained of the Imstility of the Ultra- 
montanes we were thinking\>f those Frc^ich priests who 
were oconvictod upon trustworthy evidence of having 
fired upon our soldiers. In repeating these chargds'we 
have other priests in mind who, a few days ago, under 
the pretext of brftigiag the last consolation »to the 
dying, sneaked through^ our camp outside Paris as 
spies ;‘'and to th© manifesto of the former ultramontane 
deputy, Keller, an Alsacian, published in the Union, 
which declares that the war against us is a ‘ holy war,’ 
and that every shot fired at a German is an ceuvre 
sainte. Vie imagine tkat after this explanation our 
Silesian contemporary will no longer doubt our re8j)ect 
for the Catholic Church, and will not itself desire to 
identify the Catholic causp with those who thus act and 
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^peak, and are guilty of such a gross abufie of the con- 
ception bf ^ holiness.’ ” 


On my submitting the article to the Chief said ; 

“ You still write too bluntly for me. But you told me 
that you “were capable of dfelicate irony. Here, how- 
ever, there i^much more irony tWiru^delicflcy.” (I had 
bnly reproduced 4ii8*own expressions, which, however, 
shall be avoided in future.) “ Write it all in a ditferept 
strain. You must write pohtieally, and in politics the 
object' is not to gire offence.” The Chief then alter^^ 
the article in part, the first paragraph assuming the 
following form : “We had not believed that at this 
time of day the use of t^he expressions ‘ ultramontane ’ 
and ‘ ultramontanism ’ could lead to any misunder- 
stabding. W.e imagined that Catholics had as -clear a 
odneeption of the meanings of those words as the 
members of other Christian communities, and that they 
would understand that no offence was intended to them 
in ftomplaining of the attacks of the Ultramontanes. 
It was on this supposition that we dealt with the 
opposition of *the party in question to the latest 
development of Gerinjin affairs, and wc are surprised 
to 'find that a Silfesian newspaper, notorious for its 
violence of language, has inverted our . meaning, sub- 
stituting the Catholic Christian world for the coterie 
which we attacked.” The ' Minister struck out the 
adjective “zealous” before “ opponerfts of Germany,” 
and also the following sentence beginning wifh the 
words “ For the purpose of removing.” The concluding 
passage read as follows after the JVIinister had corrected 
it : “In complaining of the tjltramontane^ we were 
thinking, as we expressly stated, -of the party of the 
Ji£ilnchener Volks^ten and siinjlar organs, whose 
.glaxiderouB jibes stir up Germans against each 
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other, and Vho encouraged . ^he French to attac 
GPermayy and fire responsible for ihe present 

war, inasmuch as they represented Frexfch^victoryjM be 
easy and certain, and tjie German people to be dis- 
xmited ; we had •in mind the priests of ^Upper Alsace 
and the Frfinch prists who instigated the countiy 
population to murderous attacks upon our troops in 
whrch they themselves took part ; we had further in 
^ew those priests who •sullied the cloth, sneakipg into 
"■"Onr camp as'sjjies under pretence of bringing the last 
consolation to the dying, and who are at the present 
moment being tried by court martial for this conduct ; 
and we were also tjiinking of. a manifesto published in 
the Union by the former ultramontane deputy, Killer,* 
an Alsacian, in which the present war was represented* 
as a crusade, and every shot fired at a GermaTl as an 
ceunre sainte. We imagine that the*Silesian journal in 
question will hardly succeed in obtaining credence 
when it casts doubt upon our respect for the Cat^iolic 
Church. It will not desire to Wentify the cause of 
Catholicism with that of men who hkve been guilty 
of sfich a wicked abuse of sacred things and of genuine 
faith.'' 

The Chief dined with thd^King to-day, but after- 
wards joined us at table, where he complained of the 
way in which the smalfer potentates worried their " 
Chant^ellor with all sorts of questions and counsels, 
“ until Prince Charles noticed my appealing glance and 
saved me from their clutches." 

After dinner a gentleman who has come from Paris, 
supposed, to be a Spanish diplomat, succeeded in 
obtaining an interview with the Chancellor, and re- 
mained with him for a long time. Like other gentle- 
men who have come f^om the city he will not be 
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^owed to return. S«me of us considered the visit 
rather suspicious. 

'Burnside ,caMie in w/iire we were at tea. Her wishes 
to leave here and go th Brussels, in order to find apart- 
ments for his wife, who is now at Geneva. He says 
that Sheridan ‘has left for Swvvzarland* and Italy. 
Apparently the iftnelicans can do nothing further* in 
the way of negotiations. The general wished to’se^ 
the Chief again this evening. I dissuaded him, 
pointing out that*^%,lthough, owing to his great regar^t. 
for the Americans, the Chancellor would receive him if 
he were announced, yet consideration ought to be paid 
to the heavy pressure upon his time._ This was quite in 
taccord with the Chief s wishes, as on my being sum- 
moned to him. at 10.30 p.m. he said: “As you. know 
Burnside, please point out to him how much I am 
occupied, but in ^ch a way that he ^vill not think I 
have prompted you. He never quite finishes what he 
has got to say, but alway keeps back something for 
another tiipe. It is ©nly fair that he should know how 
busy I am, and* that I am "a matter of fact man. I 
have a weakness for these Americans, and they know it, 
but t^iey ought to 'have some consideration for me. 
Point that out to l^im, atrd say that I -must make short 
work of "it, even with crowned heads. * Besides, I require 
six or seven hours daily for m'y work, and must there- 
fore remain at it until late into the night.’’ ♦ 

Thursday, October IZth . — Read and made use'^of a 
report from Rome giving the result of the plebiscite, 
which shows that there is no longer any Papal party 
there. It would appear as if the whola political 
organisation of the Papal State has fallen into dust, like 
a corpse that, after remaining unchanged for a thousand 
year*, in its leaden shell, has ^een suddenly exposed to 
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the air. The*e is nothing left it — not a memory noi^ 

eAfen a void whi^ it ha<Willed. * The voting^wRich had | 
to be .conducted according to ‘the Italian Constiti^tion, ' 
is a voluntary manifestation of opinions which either 
involve no sacrifice or a* very* slight one, except, of 
course, to tho emigJ'alLts." So far as thesd opinions in- 
dicate an antipathy* to the poKtical regime of tl^e’ 
Papacy, there can be no possibility of a reaction. On 
the .other hand, wheth^' the Romans will desire to Iw 
«.&Ud to remain subjects of the King o^Ttaly will depend, 
so far as the permanence oPhis rule is concerned, upon 
the manner in which they are governed. 

I received this report from the Chancellor, with 
instructions tp utilise it in the press. The statistical 
information, however, was all that was . to be tatcen. . 
“ It would appear therefrom,” he added, “ that there 
has been some trickery. But do net draw any moral 
against either the Pope or Italy.” 

To judge by a letter from Saint Louis, dated ' the 
13th of September, national sentiment ainongst the 
Germans in America would" seem to have been greatly 
stimiilated by the success of thp *war, and to be now 
much stronger than their republican leanings. ‘ '“A 
German who has .lived here fo? twenty years, who was 
• formerly your deadly foe, but whose ideal you n«w are,” 
thus enthusiastically addresses the Chancellor : “ For- 
ward, Bismarck*! Hurrah for Germany I . Hurrah for 
WillTim the First, Emperor of Germany ! ” Bravo ! 
But it appears that our Democrats must emigrate before 
they can be brought to entertain such feelings. 

The conversation at dinn er was not of particular 
interest to-day. While taking our coffee, the Chancellor 
again *read us a portion of a letter from “Johanna” 

\ (1^ wife), which contain^ some very severe judgments 
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Hipon the French, referring, amongst other things, to 
Paris arf ap ‘‘ abominable Babol/’ r ^ ^ • 

^ Flriday^ October — Busy working for ^be post 

up to midday. Telegraphed afterwards to London 
and Brussels respecting the Talse assertions of Ducrot 
in th€ lAhert&, Also reported! rthht General Boyer, 
‘^azaine^s first adj^utoiit, had arrived at Versailles from 
Metz for the purpose of negotiating with us. The 
Chief, however, does not seem to wish to treat seriocisly 
with fiim, at lea^t to-day. He said in - the bureau-^ 
“What day of the month is it?'' “The 14th, Ex- 
cellency." “ Ah, that was Hochkirchen and Jena, days 
of disaster for Prussia. We must not begin any 
business to-day." It may also be observed that to-day 
is a Friday. 

* At d-inner the Chief, after thinking for a moment, 
said,* smiling : have a lovely idea in connection 

with the "^conclusion of peace. It is to appoint an 
International Court for the trial of all those who have 
instigated the war, newspaper writers, deputies, senators, 
and ministers."*^ Abeken added that Thiers would also 
be indirectly involved, especially on account cf his 
ChaiSvinistic Histen^ of the Consulcite and Empire. 
“ The Emperor also," saSd the Chief. - “ He is not quite 
so innocent as he wants to make but. My idea was 
that each of the great Powers should appoint an equal 
number of judges, America, England, Russia and so 
forth, and that we should be the prosecutors. Bu^t the 
English and the Russians would of course not agree to 
it, so that the Court might after all be composed of the 
two nations who have suffered most from the war, that 
is to say, of Frenchmen and Germans." The Minister 
als<y said : “ I have read the article in the IndSpe^idUtnce 
which (Jrammont is <^lieved to have written. 
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He blames uswfor not having set Napoleon at liberty al| 
S«dai\, and he i^ not pleased at our marchii^ 6n Paris, 
insteqii*of merely occupying • Alsace aijd Lorrainp as a 
pledge. I thought at first it might have come from 
Beust or some other good friefid in Austria, but I am 
now convinced th^aM itf must have been* written by a 
E{§nchman.” * He gai^e his reasonis for this opinion, aryJ 
then continued : “ His argument, would be just if his 


assiimption were correct, namely, that we really did not 
^__^ant Alsace, but only an indemnity! But as it is it 
will be better to have Paris \a well as Alsace as pledges. 

^When one wants something decent the pledge can 
never be of too great value.” 

A reference was made to Boyer, who created a great • 
sensation in the town, where the uniform of a French . 
general has not been seen for a long time pa«t, and 
who was greeted by the crowd with»shouts of “‘Vive 
la France ! ” He declared, it is said, that the army in 
Metz remained faithful to the Emperor, and would Have 
nothing to do with the republic 4 )f Parisian lawyers. 
The Chancellor also expriAsed himself to this effect, 
addiiig : “The General is one^cTf those people who 
become suddehly lean when they ^ow excited. * Un- 
" questionably he is also a thorough scoundrel, but he 
J can still blush.” »In reading the fallowing ^further 
remarks by the Minister,* it must be remembered that 
Gambgtta had already preached war d outrancef and 
that the Parisian press almost daily recommended some 
new infamy. 

The Chaneellor referred to various horrors that had 
again beerr committed ’recently by bands of guerillas. 
He quoted the proverb, Wie es in den Wald schallt, 
so schcdlt es xuieder herxtus, (The wood re-echoes what 
f is shouted into it,) ^d sa^ that to shoW any considers- 
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l^on to tfiese treacherous franctireurs wae a “ culpable 
i laziness " in^, killing.” “'it is treason to our couatr)^.” 
“ Qur people aye very; good marksmen, but bad axecu- 
tioners. Every village in which an act of treachery has 
been committed should be bhrnt to the ground, and all 
the m^le inhalbitants hanged.” '' k ‘ 

' , Count Bismarck-Bohlen then°related that the village 
of Hably, where a squadron of Silesian hussars was set 
upon by franctireurs with the knowledge of the* in- 
habitants so that l^ey only succeeded in bringing away 
eleven horses, was actually burnt to the ground. The 
Chief, as was only right and proper, commended this 
act of energy. 

c Bohlen further stated that sixty Bavarian infan try- 
. men who were with the cavalry detachment had not 
kept proper watch, and that when the franctireurs 
poured in from all sides at 3‘ o’clock in the morning 
they took to their heels. The Chief said : “That fact 
shoiild be published in order that we may take proper 
precautions later when we enter into a military 
convention with' Bavaria.” 


The Chancellor’s policy appears to be hampered by 
othei influences. He said at table ; “It is really a great 
nuisance that I must first discuss every plan I form 
with five or six ..persons, who as a Vule know nothing 
about the matter. I must listen to their objections, 
and am forced to refute them politely. In this way I 
have been recently obliged to spend three whole 'days 
over an affair that I could otherwise have settled in 


three minutes. It is exactly as if I began to give my 
opinion on the position of a battery, and th,e officer — 
whose business I do not understand — were obliged to 
reply to my argument.” ’ 

The Chief afterwards relat^ the following: “MoItk§ 
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and lloon wei^ with me yesterdgiy, and expleiined 
them pay ideas.’, Roon,^who ife accustomed to Parlia-1 
mentfy:^ procedure, silent and let ^ me 'speak, ^d ^ 
then agreed with what I said. * ‘,Molk,’* whose ^ofile 
resembles more apd more •* every day that of a bird of 
prey, also appeared lb be listening. But^ when <,1 had 
firg^hed he cttoie ouO with something utterly differenf; 
and .1 saw that he had not paid the least attention to 
my explanation, but had on the contrary been spinning 
,^ht some ideas of his own which had ;A)thing to db with 
the matter. ‘ Molk ’ is an Aceedingly able man, and I 
am convinced that whatever he gave his attention to ho 
would do well. But for years past he has devoted him- 
self to one single subject, and he has come to have no ^ 
head and no interest for anything else. It put me hi a 
temper to find I had been talking to deaf earq, but I 
took my revenge. Instead of repcatiug my explanation 
I observed to Boon : ‘ You have given me yoflr opinion, 
therefore you have followed what I said. ' Will you now 
have the kindness to explain the matter once more ? ’ ” 
Sunday, October IGth* — This morning 1 received 
another letter from Bamberger,-* who writes from 
Lausanne. Ho thinks Bismarck can do what he likcs if 
he will only fbllojv a sound Gtrman policy, that is to 
^ say, “if a United German Stafe is now, firmly 
established.” “In Gemiony people are convinced that 
this solution rests with the Chancellor of tfie Confedera- 
tion, ^nd all opposition offered to it is attributed by 
public opinion to the Minister. People say to them- 
selves that if Count Bismarck did not secretly encourage - 
that opposition it would not dare to manifest itself in 
such a great crisis.” ^ Finally Bamberger asked whether 
he shftuld come here. At his request I submitted a 
yimher of points in his^letter to the ’Minister. The 
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-<pbief 8ai<f fie ^ould be very pleased to ^e Bamberger 
/inhere, as. his local knowledge Paris^’ woidd be very 

^useful once* we got in the. city. Then he can 'also on 

his rdturn ei^kiin things in his own circles which 

it would be difficult to write. c*rt is strjinge, though, that 
they should ctfiink I do not det|'re. to see Gei-many 
<fnited. The caus^? is^iiot progress ng as it ought to j(^, 
oVing to the constant tergiversation of Bavaria .and 
Wtirtemberg, and because we do not know exactly whSt 
Kdng Lewis thinks, For the same reasons,, if this un iQr_ 
is at length secured, many things to which many people 
look forward will still be wanting.” 

Monday, October 17th . — In the evening we were 
told* to pack our boxes, and that the carriages were to 
take their place behind those of the King’s suite opposite 
* the Prefecture, in case of an alarm in the night. A 
sortie has been ej^pected since yesterday. 

Tuesday, October 19>th . — The Chief took lunch with 
us to-day, a thing which has seldom happened recently. 
The Chief then read a number of particularly 
edifying private, letters to the Emperor Napoleon which 
had been published by the Provisional Government, his 
couHpents upon them also containing occasional 
references to personage^ in Berlin. The Minister said, 
with reference to 4 letter from Pour tales : “ Schleinitz , 
Wfiis very discreet in speaking of his colleagues, but 
being a vain old coxcomb he was exceedingly loquacious 
with women of all sorts and conditions.” (Turning to 
DelbrUck ;) “ You should just have a glance at the police 
reports which Manteufifel had prepared on this subject.” 

The Minister afterwards referred to a statement in 
the Kraj, and in. connection therewith to the Poles in 
general. He spoke a good deal about the victories of 
the Great Elector in the East, and the alliance with 
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Charles the T«nth of Sweden, which had promised 


great ^dvantag^. It ^s a ^ity, howevej, that his 
relations with Holland prevented him frpm folio windup 
those advantages and fully availing hidiself of fhern. 
He would otherwise havfe had a good prospect of 
extending hi»pow^^n Western Poland# *0n Dcribrllck 


remarking that then iPAissia would ncft have remained V 
German State, the Chief replied ; “ It would not have 
dons any great harm. ,In that case there would have 
"»hi§n a norfliern State somewhat siraflar to Austria in 
the South. Poland would have been for us what 


Hungary is to Austria.” This observation reminded 
me of what he had previously said on one occasion, 
namely, that ,he had advised the Crown Prince to have 
his son. taught the Poli.sh language, whiqh, howeve/, to 
his regret, was not done. • * • 

Wednesday, Octohel 19th . — At dinner, at which 
Count Waldersee joined us, the Minister remArked : “ It 
would be a good plan if the inhabitants of a few sqhare 
miles of those districts where our treops are fired at from 
behind hedges, and wheref the rails are loosened and 
stonee laid upon the railway lii\ps^ were transported to 
Germany and *kept under close waiich there. ” Bflfher 
related how, on his journey hither, an officer had borrowed 
his revolver and played with it ostipntatiously while 
they were passing under n bridge from which French 
scampe were acctistomed to spit down upon our people. 
The Chief exclaimed ; “ Why play % He should have 
waited till they had done it, and then fired at them.” 

If I rightly understand, Weimar had " commanded ” 
the Chan<;(^or to call ’upon him this evening, as he 
wished to obtain information on soihe subject. The 
OMef "said ; “ I sent him word that I was detained by 
yy health and the busings of State.” 

VOL. I 8 
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Waldersee understftyls that, during the burning of •- 
''vthe Palace <3)f Saint Cloud, 8om% gf the liiinor Princes had 
“ 8lv\»ed for ot^jftmselve® ” various “ souvenirs,”* ^ch as 
teases, trinkets and bopks, Ivat were forced to return 
them by orde^ of the Crown Princt^, Bohlen made some 
qutrageous jokes upofi the Weimar Orde^' of the White 
Ealcon, which led to a discussion on Orders in gengfal, 
and the plentiful crop" of this species of fruit which many 
peopl<^ have already harvested. “Yes,” said the Chi^f, 

“ such quantities of tinplaje ! If it were only possibly*' 
to give away the Orders of which one has too many ! To 
you, for instance, Dr. Busch. How would you like it ? ” 
“No, thank you, Excellency,” I replied; “very many 
" thinks. But, yes ; if I could have one of chose that you 
h^ve worn yourself, as a memento, that would be some- 
thing different. Otherwise I do not want any.” 

Thursday, October 20th. — Morning and afternoon 
bus^ writing various articles and telegrams. 

The arrest of Jacoby by the military authorities was 
one of the subjects' discussed at dinner, and the Chief 
once more expressed, great doubts as to its expediency. 
Bismarck-Bohlen was highly pleased that “ the chatter- 
ing scoundrel had been locked up ! ” The Chancellor’s 
reply was very characteristic. He said ; “I am not 
at all ' pleased. • A party man might be, because it 
would gratify his vindictiveness. A statesman knows 
no such feeling. In politics the only qqpstion 
isj what good result wiU it do to ill-treat a political 
opponent ? ” « 

Some one remarked that the, Grand Dukp of Weimar 
was very angry because the Chief had not gone to see 
him as desired, whereupon the Minister tumped to 

Keudell, and ^d rather sharply : “ Tell (I could 

not ^tch the name) immediately that I was indignant 
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at his Gracious Master maiding such claims upon uim 
time *and health, andp ^hat he should haVe such ar® 
erroneous idea of the duties whith I ha\%e to disctfafge/' 

“ I can now understand iipw poor Wartsdorf came to die 
so young.” Thp Gobjarger worries me aimost ^much, 
He has written ihe^ a twelve-pfjge^ letter on German 
politics, but I have given him a proper answer. I tdld 
him that of all the points he mehtioned there was only 
•<one which had not beeh lon^ since dealt with, acid that 
ojle was not worth disciissing. He did us a good service, 
however, in 1866 . It is true that previously he was bad 
enough — when he wished to be Epiperor of Germany, 
and put himself at the head*of a secret shooting club. 
At that lime'I seriously intended to have him kidnapped 
by a regiment of hussars and brought to Magdeburg, and 
I submitted my proposal to the King^ He is eat^n up 
with vanity.” The Minister then related that the Duke 
had ordered a picture to be painted of himself as the 
victor of Eckernforde, seated on a prancing charger with 
a bombshell exploding at t^s feet ; whi^e, as *a matter of 
fact, he did not on that occasiorv display any heroism, 
but, on the contrary, kept at a respectable distance! from 
gunshot — which was quite ^ sensible thing for him 
to do.” ' \ 

The Grerman liberal press is still uneasy with respect 
to the arrest of Jacoby. The Chief seems to consider it 
of great importance that his view of the affair should 
not be misunderstood, and that it should be generally 
adopted. The Weser Zeituiig of the 16 th instant, , 
which arrived to-day, has an article which criticises the 
Minister’s* previous declarations on this subject in a 
hostile spirit. It concludes as follows : ** To Sum up, 
we must hold to oilr view that Jacoby has been treated 
ftnjustly, and although anticipate no fearful conse- 

3 2 
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l^uencea from this actm^, we nevertlieleife regret this 
R episode in the history of a glorknjg epoch.” 

“The Chief (^tttated Idle' following reply : — 

“ The Weser Zeitung of the 16th instant heads its 
columns with ^n article which spca^^s cif the advice for- 
■^rded to the Konisbcrg magistrates by the Chancellor 
o£ the Confederation, through the' Chief President Vt»n 
Horn, respecting the Jacoby affair. Be good enough to 
permit, a few words of explanation in connection ■vVitJ},, 
that criticism. Th’6 remarkguof the Weser Zeitung refer 
to two different subjects. The statement of the Chan- 
cellor in his communication to the Chief President is a 
purely theoretical discussion as to whether action inad- 
' miscible in peace may not be taken - by military 
•authorities after war has actually broken out-. The 
opinion^ therein expressed are almost the same as those 
whicfi must have been entertained by the Weser Zeitung 
itself when it remarked, ‘ We can easily conceive cases 
in which we should be prepared with all our hearts to 
grant not only an indemnity but a vote of thanks for 
the somewhat illegal arrest of any worthless individual 
whq ^obstructed this Itoly war.’ That is exactl}!" the 
opinion of the Chancellor. If that much were not 
granted, it would then be impossible on an invasion of 
North Cerman territory to deliver battle on our own 
soil, unless some extensive and entirely uninhabited 
heath were (Bscovered and retained for the purpose,, and 
even then the proprietor of that piece of ground would 
be afterwards able to claim compensation for the damage 
done to his property. , 

“ Either the evithorities entrusted with the conduct 
of the military operations must, hotwithstandii^g the 
actual outbreak eof hostilities, be bound by the Constitu- 
tiou and th^ law, or they mua^be held at hberty to take 
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such reason^le measures as t^ey consider necesaaim 
with a view to\the ful^ment*of their task. Theoreti^ 
cally^ Oiis question nrtiat be answered with a bare ^flfir^ 
mative or negative. If it be answered’iii the negative 
it is hard to say by how many judicial officials every 
detachment the hghting force on native soU would 
h^ve to be ’accompanied, and what legal formalities 
gone through in the case of each separate house and 
pei;pon before the mihtary authorities could feel that 
'they were' .constitutionally within ,flheir rights in the 
course they desired to adopt. If the question is 
answered in the affirmative, then it must be recognised 
that it is impossible to codify the regulations governing 
the discretionary ‘power which must be vested in the^ 
militaiy commander in war, in such a manner thaff the 
general or soldier who executes his orders on native koil 
can in every instance refer to the particular paragraph 
of the Constitution or the law justifying his* action. 

“ The Chancellor of the Confederation cannot possibly 


have had any other intention than to lay down the 
principles just stated the<fretically, since, as a constitu- 
tional Prussian Minister of Stat(i, h is not competent for 
him to express any opinion as to Avhether the mihtary 
commander has acted rightly in exercising the power 
. vested in him, or as to the extent to which he ijiay have 
exercised it. The military governors, who are appointed 
before the outbreak of war, are neither nominated by the 
Miifister nor are they under his control. They are, on 
the contrary, appointed without his concurrence on the 
authority of the commander-in-chief, like all other- 
military commanders. * The Chancellor of the Confedera- 
tion and the oth^r Ministers of State are not the 
Bupefiors of the military governors, and the latter would 
not obey the directions ^f the Ministe*, but only those 
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the' mifftarj^authorities which rSach ^em without 
y Ministerial co-operation, 

“It is therefore an entirely unpractical coiAse for 
those ^ho corteider themselves unjustly treated under the 
orders of the military authorities to direct their com- 
plaints to the Ministers of State. ^ They can only demand 
redress from the military superi(^rs’ of those against 
whom they enter complaint. It may therefore be ta]ken 
for granted that the Chancellor of the Confederation 
has no<t considered himself to ’bo in a ^position to 
officially express an opinion'' on 'the expediency of the 
course adopted in a single instance, such as that of 
Jacoby, but has, on the contrary, merely dealt from a 
theoretical standpoint, witK the question whether, during 
'war <ftnd in the interest of its successful prosecution, the 
ayrest of individuals whose action in the judgment of 
the rpilitary authorities is injurious to us and advan- 
tageous to the enemy is temporarily permissible. 

Stated in these general terms, the question can 
hardly be answered in the negative by practical poli- 
ticians and Soldiers, althongK they may entertain many 
scruples both on theoretical and judicial grounds against 
martial law as a whole. ""The concrete question, however, 
whether this right, if it , exists, was properly exercised 
in the case of Jacoby, is as much beyond the competence 
of the ilinistry as, say, the t question whether it is 
necessary or desirable in delivering battle on native 
soil to set a particular viUage on fire, or to airest 
without legal process a private person at a distance of 
^ fifty miles from the battle-field because he is suspected 
of favouring the enemy. A discussion of the means 
by which the military commander could be rendered 
responsible for what the parties concerned may consider 
a fiiklse, hasty ot improper course Is foreign to our 
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purpose. have merelj been at pai^fe to ^how that 

th^ const! tutionj^/ attribi^es of 4he Ministry do cot give^ 
it any^a^ithority to intftri^re directly in 8uch*cases.’^ 

Ft'iday, October 2l5t. — The h*ey,vy finn^ which Began 
early this morning increa^yed as* the day wore on. We 
did not allow this \o |disturb us, ho^d^er. Y^rious 
ar^ples were completed* including. one on the departufo 
of the Nuncio and other diplomats from Paris. * 

^t lunch Keudell stated that the French artillery 
htid destroyejd the porcelain factory, at Sevres. • Hatz- 
felSt told us that his moth5r-in-law, an American lady 
who had remained in Paris, had sent him good news 
respecting the ponies of which he had often spoken to 
us. They were fine and fat. The question was whe- 
ther she should now eat them. He was about to answer, 

* , , 

‘‘ Yes, in God's name ! " but he intended to get t^e pinc^ 
of these animals included in the indemnity to be. paid 
by the French Government. 

Between 1 and 2 o'clock the firing seemed to have 
approached the woods to the nort^ of the town. The 
artillery fire was severe, th<» reports follQwing*each other 
in ra^id succession, while the ratHe of the mitrailleuse 
could also be Recognised. It gave/ the impressioni that 
a regular battle had developed^ and was drawing nearer 
to us. The Chief ordered his horse* to be saddjed, and 
rode off. The rest of us .also followed in the direction 
in which the fight seemed to be raging. We sa'^ the 
famiKar white clouds that accompany shell fire rise and 
burst in the air to the left, over the wood through which 
the road to Jardy and Vaucresson l^ds. Orderlies were „ 
galloping ^along the rodd thither, and a battalion was 
marching towards t^jiC point where the engagement was 
taking place. The fight continued until after 4 o'clock, 
and then one only hearc^ isolated discharges from the 



[Oct. 2^ 1870 


4^4 ^ PRANCE ^ND SPAIN 



I f} o 

Rlarge fort on Mont Val^rien, and finally tfcey too ceased. 
As was brL|y natural, great exsjtement 'prevaile(| duriTig 
the afternoop amongst ^thfe French in the town," and the 
groups who stood before the houses probably expected 
every moment, as the noise bf the firing came nearer 
and nearer, fo " see our troops In foil flight before the 
r^d breeches. Tliey afterwards '"drew long faces nmd 
shrugged their shoulders. 

In the evening the Chief said we ought not to per- 
mit groups of people to collec.t in the streets on .the 
occasion of an engagement, and that the inhabitants 
should be ordered in such circumstances to remain 
within doors, the patrols being instructed to fire upon 
those refusing obedience. 

r Sunday, October ^‘Ind . — This has now been" done, 
Voigts-'Rhetz, the Commandant of Versailles, having 
issudd an order to the effect that on the alarm signal 
being given, all the inhabitants must immediately 
return to their houses, failing which the troops had 
received instructions to fire upon them. 

The Parisian Prefect of I^olice, Keratry, has appeared 
in Madrid with the oljject of submitting^ two proposals 
to Cleneral Prim. I'he first is that France and Spain 
should enter into an oi^nsive and defensive alliance, 
under which the latter country should send an army of 
fifty thousand men to the assistance of the French. The 
object of the alliance would be the common defence of 
the nations of the Latin race against the supremacy of 
the Germanic race. On Prim declining this strange 
offer (strange iriasmuch as tl^e Spanish support of 
France, which but three months before had in the most 
arrogant m a nn er forced its own policy upon Spain, 
wtaild be an unexampled piece of self-renunciation and 
a auaoonceptdon of the cleares^ interests of the Spanish 
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^ people), the Erencti interme<±iar_^ asked that at least aa 
dAiree.^ould b» issued j»enaitting the impjrt’of armal 
into Brance. This suggestion ^ was also rejecte/.by ^ 
Prim. ^ ’ 

The surrender* of ^ Metz* is expected within the next 
week. Prince Fi*<^deri(|k Charles desires* if I rightly 
understand, a capitulAtion on the 3amfe conditions as 
Sedan and Toul ; while the Chancellor, for political 
reasons, is in favour of ^ more considerate treatment of 
“ th^ gari’ison.’ The King seems to hesitate between the 
two courses. 

The Chief said yesterday to the Mayor of Versailles ; 

“ No elections, no peace. But the 'gentlemen of Paris 
will not heaij of them. The American generals who , 
were in Paris with the object of inducing them to fiold . 
the elections tell me that there is no getting them ’t<5 
consider the matter. Only Trochu smd they word not 
yet so hard pressed that they need enter in'to negotia- 
tions, — the others would not hear of them, not eviM of 
submitting the question to the country.” “,I told him 
finally,” said the Minister,* “ that we should have no 
alternative but to come to fwi “understanding with 
Napoleon, and to force him back u^on the French jfgain. 
He did not believe we would do that, it would be the 
*' gros.se8t insult we could offer them. J replied* that it 
was nevertheless in the irfterests of the \dctor to leave 
the defeated nation under a rt^gime which would* have 
to rely solely upon the army. In such circumstances it 
would be impossible to think of foreign wars. In con- 
■ elusion, I advised him not to make the mistake of ' 
thinking that Napoleon had no hold upon the people. 
He had the army on his side. Boyer had negotiated 
with me in the name of the Emperor. How far the 
present Government in J^aris had the support of the 
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l^eople remain^ to be seen. The rural population could 
hardly share the opinion th^t peace,; was not ^ to be 
thovfght of.*^ He then ga’we his c/\vn view respec^ipg the 
conditions of peace, namely, the razing of their fortresses 
and ours, and the disarmament of bot^ countries in pro- 
portion to tlfe population, &c. As ♦! told him at the 
commencement, these people havejio right conception, of 
what war really is.” 

The Nouvelliste being now the only newspap^* in 
Versailles, and ug it sensibly avoids unnecessarity 
hurting the patriotic sentiments of the French, the 
people here take some account ^f it. Lowensohn tells 
us that the number of copies sold varies, some issues 
have been quite cleared out, while of others he has 
only thirty to fifty, and of yestei'day’s 150 copies 
©Df han^. Up to the present his weekly balance shows 
no loss. 


In the evening wrote an article for the Norddeutsche 
in which the following ideas are developed. The first 
condition upon which the Chancellor of the Confedera- 
tion insisted in, speaking to the various persons who 
have desired to negotiate with him respecting peace was 
the election of an Assembly representing the will of 
France. He addressed the same derqand to the emis- 
saries of the Repulblicans and to the Imperialists, and< 
to another third party. He desires to grant all possible 
facilities for thus consulting the wishes of the p^opula- 
tion. The form of government is a matter of hntire 
indifference to us. But we can only deal with a real 
Government recognised by the nation. 

The Nouvelliste will shortly publish the following 
ideas in a French dress ; “ At the, present moment in 
France, events are constantly occurring which are not 
oxUy opposed t6 common aei^, but are frequently an 
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outrage on all^nioral feeling. Fortner I^pal ^feouaves, 
^ in4 not alone Fr«^ncliinen, serve without scruple »in the 
army o*f *a Republic whkS is governed by V'oltairirfns. 
Garibalcii comes to Tours, and offers, as “lie ' says, What 
remains of his life^ to the ‘service of France. He can 
hardly have fpfgottei? that this same 5>tlhce, t’<yenty 
yearn before, destroyed; tne Roman'.Republic, while the* 
wounds which it inflicted upon his country at Montana’ 
must-be still fresh in his memory. Nor can we have 
_ forgotten how. his native ’town of Nic^was filched*from 
the Italian fatherland by*thi;/>8ame France, and that it 
is at the present moment only restrained by a state of 
siege from throwing off the French yoke.” 

Delbrtick mentioned that during the preliminary 
negotiations for the reorganisation of Germany, Bavatia 
laid claim to a kind of joint participation in tjjie rtf- 
presentation of the Federal State in fpreign countries, 
the Bavarian idea being that when the Prussian, or 
rather the German, Minister or Ambassador was absent, 
the Bavarian representative should Jiave the conduct of 
affairs. The Chief said : “ No, whatevcB they like, but 
that i^ ’really impossible. The question is not what 
Ambassador we %re to have, but what instructions Ive* is 
r -to receive, and under that ai-rangement there would be 
two Ministers for Foreign Affairs in Germany.”, The 
Count then proceeded to further develop this point of 
view, iyustrating it by examples. , , 

Monday, October — Strange news comes from 

Marseilles. It appestrs that the Red Republicans have 
there gained the upper hand. Esquiros, the Prefect of the 
Mouths of the Rhone, belongs to this variety of French 
Republicans. He ha^ suppressed the Gazette du Midi, 
because the clubs of his party maintain that it favours 
the candidature of ’ the Comte de Ch&mbord, whose 

t- ^ 
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\ proclamation it has published. He hes also expelle<^ 
the Jefeuite. A decree'’ has Ijeen issued by Gajnbetta, . 
d^'i.aring the ^Prefect to *be dis&iissed, and his^ measures 
agamst the newspaper mentioned and the Jesuits to * 
be abrogated. Esquiros, however, supported by the 
working classes, has declined <to obey this order of the 
tjovemment Delegation at Tour^; and continues to. hold 
his post. The Gazette die Midi is still suppressed, and 
the Jesuits are expelled. Just as little heed was paid to 
Qumbetta’s decifee disbanding the Civic • Guard, wliich — 
was recruited from Red Republicans, and is not to be 
confounded with the Marseilles National Guard. The 
Chief remarked with reference to this news : “ It looks 
as if things were tending towards civil war ; and it is » 
possible that we may shortly have a Republic of South 

‘'France.” I worked up this news into paragraphs, 
written in the sense of the foregoing comment. 

At 4 'o’clock M. Gauthier, who comes from Chisle- 
hutst, called upon the Chancellor. 

Tuesday, October Ibth. — This morning the Chief 
said, in reference to a statement in the Pays mention- 
ing an indemnity of three and a half milliards : Non- 
seftye I I shall demand much more than that ! ” 

During dinner the'feubject of “William Tell ” was \ 
introd?iced, I cannot now remember how, and th-e 
Minister confessed that, even as a boy, he could not 
endure that character ; first, because he shot, at his 
own son, and secondly, because he killed Gessler in a 
treacherous way, “ It would have been more natural 
and noble to my mind if, instead of shooting at the 
boy, for after aU the best archer might hit him instead 
of the apple, ° he had immediately shot down the 
Governor. That would have been legitimate wrath 
pjcovoked by a cruel comm^d. But the lurking • 
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■ekulking is notHx> my taste. It i%not the proper style 
forla her^, not evfen for frsHictireurs.” ^ ^ 

Two*CT)pie8 of the I^uvelliHe pasted^up daily ,in 
different parts of the town^ and are*read by the people, 
although, when a Qergaan phases ty, the group engaged 
in perusing thdm gtpets^him with such* criticisrifts as^ 
“ Mmisonges ! ” or “ fmpossihle ! ”* One of Stieber’^ 
attendant spirits, or some other guardian of the truth, 
ca^bt a working man ta-day in the act of writii^ the 
' word “ Blaguti ” on one.of ^he copies^ posted up m the 
neighbourhood of the Prefecture. It is said that he is 
to be transported to Germany. 

Wednesday, October 26t/i.— rln tlie morning I trans- 
lated Granvillejs despatch for the King, and afterwards 
prepared an abstract of it for the press. The latter 
was accompanied by the remark that we had edready* 
twice offered the French an armistice on favour&ble 
terms, once through Favre, and again, on the 9th of 
October, through Burnside, but that they would hot 
accept it because we desired it. "Jdien telegraphed to 
London, that Thiers is recei’^ng a safe Conduct to our 
headquarters and permission to paoceed thence to Paris.. 
Also that the Comte de Chambord ^had a meeting ’at 
Coppet with the Comte de Paris. 

In the evening I wrote another article on ^he in- 
structions of the Chief to* the following effect. It is 
rumoip^d that Vienna diplomacy has again taken steps 
to induce the Germans to grant an armistice. We find 
it difibcult to credit this report. The only advantage 
to the French of an armistice at the present moment 
would be to. strengthen their resistance and to render 
it more difficult for us to enforce the conditions which 
we recognise as essential. Can that ^ be the object 
f Austjda has in view in faking this measiu’e ? The 
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following consideraticfeis are of an obyiBus nature. I# 
th^ authcvrities in Vienna dejft-i^e us the frmtfe of *our 
victory, if are prevented from securing "that safe 
western frontier whic^ we are striving to win, a new 
war with France is unavoidable, o:^’ rhther the continua- 
Jiion of the one thus interrupted.' It,*’ is quite clear 
rwhere in such circumstances France would seek SUies 
and probably find them. It is equally certain that in 
that pase Germany would not' wait until the recbvff.ry 
of France from ber present chaotic condition, which 
would be promoted by a cessation of the war now in 
progress. Germany would be obliged to deal first with 
this future ally of France and to seek to render it 
pqwerless, and the latter standing alone would have to 
bear the cost of its own act in preventing us i’rom at- 
taining our present object. In other words, it might 
then happen that Austria would have to compensate us 
by the cession of Bohemia for the loss of Lorraine, which 
it once before alienated from the German Empire. 

Friday, OctohS)' 28th .- — In the afteritoon Moltke 
sent the Chief a b^l^gram which reported that the 
capitulation of Metz was signed to-daj^ at 12.45 p.m. 
The French army made prisoners number 

in all 173,000 men,° including^ 16,000 sick and 
woundfed. Bennigsen, Friedenthal, and Von Blanken- 
burg, a friend of the Chancellor’s in^his youth, joined 
us at dinner. From the French officers captured at 
Metz and their approaching transportation to Germany, 
the conversation turned upon General Ducrot and his 
disgraceful escape from Pont k Mousson. The Minister 
said : “ He hsis written me a long letter explaining that 
there is no foundation for the charge of breach qf faith 
we have brought against him, but he has not materially 
modified my view of the case( ” The Chief then related 




• that ^ecently^an “intermediary of Gambett^’s ” had" 
called ‘Upon bird, and ^ that towards the ciose o^/the 
conversation he asked whether we would »ecognis® Hhe 
Republic. “ I replied,” ccyitinucd tbe Chief, “ certainly, 
without any doubt or hesitation. Not ^nly the Re- 
public, but, if you»lik^’ a Gambctta dynasty ; only it. 
xnurt secure us the ad'^antages of a safe* peace.” “ Or ftw 
th^ diatter *of that any dynasty, whether it be a Bleich- 
rjj^et or a Rothschild one.” , « 

J’he Nouvelliste is to* be stopped, and to be replaced 
by a journal of larger size bearing the title, Moniteur 
Officiel de Seine et Oise‘, which will be published at the 
expense of the Government. ' 

Saturday, > October 29 th, — At dinner our great suc- 
cess at Metz was discussed. “ That exactly doubles thg ' 
number of our prisoners,” said the Minister — np, it 
does more. We now have in Germany the army which 
Napoleon had in the field at the time of the battleg of 
Weissenburg, Worth, and SaarbrUcken, with the ex- 
ception of those whom w(j killed.* The tre/bps which 
the French now have were aftery/ards brought from 
Algiers and Rome, and newly redVuijted, together wjth a 
few thousand men under Vin<iy who made off before 
Sedan. We have 'also nearly all thtfir generals.” The 
**Chief then said Napoleon ^had requested that Marshals 
Bazaine, Leboeufj and Canrobert, who had been taken 
at M^£z, should be sent to him at Wilhelmshdhe. The 
Minister added : “ That would make a whist party. I 
have no objection, and shall recommfend the King to do 
80.” He then went on» to say that so many extra- 
ordinary events which no one could, have imagined 
previously were now *of daily occurrence that one might 
regard the most wonderful as being within the range of 
possibility. “ Amongst |>ther things it might well 
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.happen^ that we should hold a Germat^ Reichstag in^ 


Vei^ilTeSj^hile Napoledn TnigJ;|t summon the Legislative 
Ch^lpber and t^ie Senate to Caslel to consider terras 
of peace. Napoleon is convinced that the former 
representative body is still legally^ in existence, an 
(pinion against which there is l^ittle to be said, and that 
' could summcn it to meet 'v^herever he likecU— of 
course, however, only in France. Cassel would be a 
debatable question.” The Chiqf then said that he had 
invite'd the repres'cntatives of the parties with who"m 
it is possible to discuss matters ” — Friedcnthal, Bennig- 
sen, and Blankenburg — to come here in order to 
ascertain their views respecting a session of our 
, Parliament at Versailles. “ I was obliged to omit the 
, Progressist party, as they only desire what^ is not 
‘possible. They are like Russians, who eat cherries in 
winter and want* oysters in summer. When a Russian 
goes into a shop he asks for Kaknjc hud, that is to say, 
for '’what does not exist.” 

After ^the first (Course Prince Albrecht, the father, 
came in and took a seat oh the Chief’s right. The old 
gentleman, like a genuine Prussian Prince, always 
gallant and loyal to his duty, has pressed forward with 
his cavalry beyopd Oceans. He .tells us that the 
engagement in Qh^teaudun was “ hbrrible.” He warmly 
praised the Duke of Meiningen, who had also shirked 
no danger or privation. On this the Chief remarked ; 
“ I have nothing to say against Princes who go with 
the army and as qflBcers and leaders share the dangers 
• and hardships of the soldiers. But I should ptefer to 
see those who loaf around here at PlickleFs expense, 
and who are mere spectators of tho man-hunt, anywhere 
rather than at headquarters. It is all the m<5lre un- 
pleasant to me to have them here, as they storm me 
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^with questionawind force wise cor^sels upon me .respect-* 
ing no^itters that are iji coufse of development ^nd 
which ase now being worked dut.” .... “.May I ajk,’’ 
said the Prince (doubtless to get* away from this sub- 
ject)," how the Copn^ess is*? ” " Oh, she k quite well,” 

replied the Chief, *‘‘ now that our son ‘is better^ Sl^e 
stilUsnffers from her ferocious hatJfed* of the Gauls, aU 
of whom she would wish to see shot and stabbed to 


death, down to the little babies — who after all cannot 
h*^p having such abomiijable parents.^ 


von I 



OJIAPTER XI 


Thiers and' ^he first negotiations- t^or an 
ARMISTICE at VERSAILLES 

On the morning o£ the 30th of October, while taking 
walk along the Avenue de Saint Cloud, I met 
Betinigsen, who waste start for home with Blankenburg 
in’ a fe^!^ days. On my asking what progress had been 
made in Germany with the question of unity he said 
that the prospects were very good. The only point 
whiuh the Bavarians still insisted upon was a certain 
degree of independence for their army. The feeling 
amongst the majority of the people was all that could 
be desired. ' ^ 

^On my return to tfie house a little after 10 o’clock 
Engel told me that Thitrs had arrived shortly before, 
but ha(J left again ' almost immediately. He had com^ 
from Tours, and had only called to get a safe conduct 
through our lines, as he wished to go to Paris. Hatzfeldt 
had breakfasted with Thiers at the Hotel des Reser/oirs, 
and afterwards saw him into the carriage, in which, 
accompanied by Lieutenant von Winterfeldt, he was 
conducted to the French outposts. He told us at lunch 
that Thiers still remained the same bright witty old 
gentleman, but was weak as a baby.*’ Hatzfeldt ht^ been 
the first to recbgnise him on his calling at our place, 
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and told hin^ that the Chief just getting up. 
then, showed diim into^ the ■> salon, and informed the 
Minigler, who hastily 'Bnished his toilet and shortlj^ aftei^ 
wards came down. They were, howeveY, only to’gether 
alone for a few^ minut^, the’ Chief then instructing 
Hatzfeldt tmmabe the Jiecessary prepaEa’i^ons fear Thiers’ 
vi^it to Paris. Thej Diiinister afberviards told Hatzf^dt 
that Thiers said to him immediately after they had 
^changed greetings, that he had not come to speak to 
'him. “ That strikes me as quije natural,’ ’ added 
riatzfeldt, “ as although 'Thiers would like to conclude 
peace with us (just because it would be Thiers’ peace, 
since he is terribly ambitious) he -does not know what 
the people in Paris would say to it.” , 

In the meantime the Chief had ridden off with his 
cousin to the review of 9,000 Landwehr Guards whieh 
was being held this morning by the ..King. At .lunch 
the Chief referred to the Landwehr, who had arrived 
that morning, and said they were tall, broad-shouldered 
fellows, who must have impresse^l the people of Ver- 
sailles. “ The front of one of their, companies is at 
least five feet broader than that of a French company, 
particularly in the Pomeranian Landwehr. ' The 
Minister then tprned to Hatzfeldt, and said : I hope 
you have not mentioned anything about IVIetz to 
Thiers.” “No, and ho also said nothing about it, 
although ther©3 is no doubt that he knows. ^ He 
certainly does, but I did not speak about it either. 
Hatzfeldt then observed once more that Thiers was very 
charming in his manner, but had lost nothing of his old, 
vanity arid self-complacency. As evidence of this 
Hatzfeldt mentioned that Thiers had told him that a few 
days^before he met a peasant whom he asked whether he 
desir^ to s«« peace concluded, “ Certainly, very much, 
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Whether he knew whoj^^he (Thiers) was “ No,” the 
>r>easant replied, and appealed tc a neighbour wljO’ had 
»come pn the spene, and who passed as the oldest inhabit- 
ant. This ancient was of opinion that M. Thiers must 
be a member, pf the Chambei’. Hptzfeldt added, “It 
was obvious that Thiers was ang^y at not being better 
known.” 

The Chief went out' for a moment, and brought baek 
a case containing a gold pen, which a jeweller of 
Pforzheim presented to him for the purpose' of signing 
the Treaty of Peace. 

At dinner the Chief again spoke at some length of 
the possibility of holding a Session of the German 
^Reichstag at Versailles, while the French Legislative 
Chamber should at the same time meet at Cassel. 
Dhlbrllck observed that the hall of the Diet at Cassel 
would* not be large 'enough for such an assembly. “Well 
then,” said the Chief, “ the Senate could meet some- 
where else — in Marburg or Fritzlar, or some similar 
town.” , 

Idonday, Octdher 3l5d — In the morning wrote some 
articles, one of which advocated the idea of an inter- 
national court for the' trial of those who had instigated 
this war against us. Also directed attention to the case 
' of M. Herrmieux, the commandant of a French battalion, 
who like Ducrot had broken His word by making his 
escape^ from hospital, and whose description was ' pow 
published in the newspapers. 

Gauthier called again at 12 o’clock, and had another 
long interview with the Chief. 

Hatzfeldt announced at tea that on paying a visit 
early in the evening at the H6tel' dea Reservoirs he 
lecumed by accident that M. Thiers had returned, '’’and 
h« had afterwards spoken to Mai. Thiers informed 
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him. that on^the day before h^ had been en^^aged froi^ 
to oV3iock at 'bight until 3 *in the mornipg * in^egO|. 
tiating*with the members of the Prnvisjonal GSpyem^ 
raent ; he rose again ^t 6 A.5r. and from that time 
until 2 in the afternoon ^-eceived viaitor^of all descrip- 
tions, after -^^hiclu he jiflrove bacjc her5. He Wishes, to 
hare a conference wfth the Chancellor to-morrow. “ He 
be^an to* speak of disturbances having taken place 
j^e^erday in Paris/' (continued Hatz^feldt, ‘‘bu^ on an 
es^ilamatiori of surprise Reaping ifie he immediately 
changed the subject." 

In the evening I ‘was instructed to see that the 
decree addressed tp Vogel von Falkenstcin and published 
in the Stautsiinzciger of the 27th instant, was repro<^uced* 
by OUY other papers. It was to be accompanied^ by 
a collection of newspaper reports respecting the ill- 
treatment of German prisoners by the French. I then 
began a second article against Beust’s intervention in 
our quarrel with the French, based on the suggestions 
of the Chief, who said it was to be “ very sharply 
worded." This however was not^senf off, as the situa- 
tion "^altered VO the meantime. I reproduce the article 
Ijere as being characteristic o^ the position of affairs at 
the moment. It ran as follows : — » 

“ If in a struggle between two Powers, one t)f whom 
proves obviously weaker and is at length on the point 
of feeing defeated, a third Power, which has hitherto 
been neutral, urges an armistice, its motive must cer- 
tainly be regarded less as a benevolent desire for the 
welfare of, both parties^ than as anxiety for the weaker* 
State an<P as evident partisanship in favour of the same. 
It is, in fact, an arrdistice in favour of the Power that is 
on the point of being defeated, and to ^he disadvantage 
of that which has won the upper hand* If this third 
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^bwer fuEtheimore endei^y^urs to induca other neutral 
^tatdk, to tffke similar action, "tlius strengtheniag and 
^virfg* more '^el'glit W its own proposal, then it is 
.^clearly departing still rurther fiom a neutral attitude. 

, Its one-sided fv'arnings are transfot'bf^(3d ilito partisan 
pressure, its proceedings become i^itrigues, and its whole 
action presents an appearance of threatened violence.* 

“ This is the case with Austria-Hungary* if it lie 
true, as the Vienna official orgdns boast, that it has* 
taken the initiative in an attempt of the neuti’al Powtrrs 
to negotiate an armistice between defeated France and 
victorious Germany. The conduct of Count Beust 
becomes more clearly offensive when it is known that it 
was suggested by M. Chaudordy, Favre’s representative 
a1^ Tours, and originated in a previous understanding 
betwe^en the Vienna Cabinet and the Delegation of the 
Provisional .Government in that city. The true char- 
acter, of this action on the part of Austro-Hungarian 
diplomacy as a hostile interference in our settlement 
with Francd becomes more manifest from the manner in 
which its representatir’^e in Berlin supports the English 
suggestions. The Br\ti^ Foreign Office adopts a tone 
of perfect impartiality, i.nd of benevolence towards 
Germany ; the Italians do the same, wFile the Russian 
representative has** kept entirely aloof from all inter- 
vention. All three Powers have done their utmost at 
Tours to promote an unprejudiced and reasonable view 
of the situation on the part of the French. On the 
other hand, the despatches read by Herr von Wimptfen 
in Berlin (we do not know what Austria-Hungary has 
advised at Tours) speak in a tone which is an 3 rfhmg but 
friendly. They emphasise the statement that Vi^pna 
still believes in general European ulterests. The au- 
thorities there fear that histcfry would condemn the 



*79 


Oct^i, 1870] B BUST’S HoSrrfm iNTEirriorfs 



^ • o « 

neutral Powefd if the catastropl^ which is thfcatening^ 
I^ris "‘were to occur ,^^thout a voice beii^ faise^Uon. 
their pSrt to avert it. It is evidently jintende^as a 
severe and oflfensive cei^ure when they say humanity 
demands that thfj ^nditibns of peace should be made 
less onerous for th^ vaiiquished, but thapGermany will 
nob' permit any voiced to reach the" ears of its defeated 
fp^ except that which proclaims ’the commands of the 
^ctor. The whole despatch is characterised throughout 
by a vein of irony whmh distinguishes it in a manner 
little to its advantage from bhat of the English Govern- 
ment. 

“ From all these circumstances it is as clear that the 
action of Count Beust is guided by hostile intentions 
towards us as that Lord Granville's attitude is bas^ on 
good will. We wonder if the Vienna Chancellor well 
considered the possible consequences of this ‘ new 
manoeuvre. It is not probable after the fall of Metz 
that the attempt made by Austria to hinder Genhany 
in the complete attainment of that peace wh^ch we have 
in view with the object L)f securing ‘ a safe Western 
frontier will be successful. But we shall remember 
that attempts to prejudice our iiiterests and the good 
impression madedn Germany ’t>y the previous neutrality 
of Austria-Hungary will be destroyed, and a. friendly 
rajpiyrochement with thfe dual monarchy, a basis for 
whi^h was bein^ laid, will be postponed- --probably for 
a considerable time. But let us consider another 
possibility. Take it that throug^j the intervention of 
Count Beust the demaiqds which we make upon France 
are curtailed, and that we are actually obliged to re- 
nounce a portion of^he old and new debts which we 
are <fn the point of collecting — does the Chancellor of 
the Austro-Himgarian Empire believe that we shall not 
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^^member at first opportunity to ^nake our ill- 

clisposed* neighbour on" the South-East” compensate as 
for ^tat h^ helped to deprive u^t>f in the West,^^ Does 
he ]5dlieve tlmtr we sljall foolishly put off the day of 
reckoning with a neighbour who ^ takes every oppor- 
tunity , of di^fp<laying his hostility, until his French 
pfot^& has recovered sufficiently to give him ,the 
silpport of a more valviable alliance in gratitude for the 
assistance given against Germany ? ” 

Tuesday, Novoyiber 1st . — At dinner Bohien reported 
that the Coburger is doing his utmost to create a feeling 
of discontent — he says nothing happens, nothing is 
being done, no progress is being made. “ What ! 
He I ” exclaimed the Chief, with’ an indescribable 
expression of contempt on his features. “ He _8hould 
he* ashamed of himself. These Princes that follow 
the army like a , flight of vultures ! These carrion 
crows, who themselves do nothing whatever except 
inspect the battle-fields, &c.” Some one then spoke 
of the last engagerpent, and said that a portion of 
the 1200 * prisoners that had been taken were 
franctireurs. “ Prisdmers 1 ” broke in the Chief, who 

4- 

still ' seemed to be extremely angry. “ Why do they 
continue to make prisoners ? They phould have shot 
down the whole 1200 one after the other.” 

Mention was made of the decree of the Minister of 
War pr of the Commandant of the Town, ordering that 
particulars should be published of all valuables found 
in houses deserted by their owners, and that if not re- 
^claimed within a certain time they were to be confis- 
cated for the benefit of the war chest. The Minister 
said that he considered this decree to be perfectly 
justified, adding ; “ As a matter of fact such houses 

slrould be burned to the ground, only that punishment 
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•would also faltin part on the sensible p^^le ^ho have^l 

refnaine^ behind*; and sc^.unfoi^unately it i^ouh of^the 
question.*’ The Chief*" then bb^rved, , afl^r a |!^pse, 
and apparently without apy conne^ction with what had 
been previously ^aki : “•After all, wa^ is, properly 
speaking, the* natural -Tondition ^of hiftnanity.’^ He 
remained silenf for a «w^ile, and theft remarked : “ 
just occurs .to me that the Bavarian proposes to surprise 
rne’fe-day,” by which Jie meant that Count Br^y was 
aboqt to visit him. This ^led the <^nversation to the 
Bavarian Ambassador in Berlin, Pergler von Perglas, of 
whom the Chief docs not appear to have a high opinion. 
“He is as bad as he can be, 1 do ‘not say that because 
he is a Particularist, as I do not know how I should 
think myself if I were a Bavarian. But he has always 
been in favour of the French.” (The Minister main^ 
tained, if I heard him rightly, that tins was owing to 
his wife.) “ I never tell him anything when he comes 
to me, or at least not the truth.” * 

Shortly afterwards the Chief "told us tjiat Thiers 
had bqen with him for aCout three hburs to-day with 
the object of negotiating an armistice. Probably how- 
ever it would not be possiblg to ‘come to an under- 
standing as to the condition^ whioJh he proposes or is 
prepared to grant! Once during J^he conversation 
Thiers wished to speak of* the supply of provisions now 
in P^is ; but fhe Minister interrupted him, stfying, 

“ Excuse me, but we* know that better than you who 
have only been in the city for one day. Their store of 
provisions is sufl&cient tq last until the end of January.” * 
“ What a look of surprise he gave me ! My remark 
was only a feeler, rfnd his astonisnment showed that 
what^ had said was not true.” , 

At dessert the Minister spoke of the large quantity 
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■'he had^ Caten. “ But^then it is my Qnly meal. It iff 
tfllc^I taks breakfast, but it is merely,j£t cup of 

tea- without' milk and two eggs, — and after thdt nothing 
till evening. Then”!,, over-eat myself, like a boa-con- 
strictor, and--can’t sleep, fiven as; a child, and ever 
since £hat time, I have always '^one to bed late, never 
before midnight.* I usually fah asleep quickly, but 
wake soon again and'find that it is not more than half- 
past cl o’clock. , All sorts of things thep come ipto 
my head, particularly if I h-avc’ been unfairly treated, — 
and that must be all thought out. I afterwards write 
letters, and even despatches, but of course without 
getting up — simply in my head. Formerly, for some 
tirpe after my appointment as Minister, 1 used to get 

^up and actually write them down. When i read them 
over next morning however they were worth nothing, — 
mere platitudes,’ confused trivial stuff such as might 
have appeared in the VossiscJie Zeituiig, or might have 
been composed by his Serene Highness of Weimar. 

I do not want to, 1 should prefer to sleep. But the 
thinking and planning goes on. At the first glimmer 
of da'^n I fall off again, and then sleep till 10 o’clock 
or even later.” r 

Wednesday, N^ovemBer ‘Ind. — On returning from a 
long vialk at altbut 4.30 p.m. I heard that Thiers had 
remained with the Chief until a few minutes before, 
and looked father pleased on taking his leave. During 
dinner the Minister observed, referring to his visitor of 
to-day : “ He is a cffever and amiable man, bright and 
witty, but with scarcely a trace of the diplomatist — 
too sentimental for that trade.” “ He is unquestionably 
a finer nature than Favre. But he is no good as a 
negotiator {^UnterhUndler ) — not even as a hors^ealer 
{P/erdehiindler),” “ He is .too easily bluffed, betrays 



Nov. 3,*e7o] AJY yU^fERICAJV l^RECEDEI^T a«3 

^ % • ^ 

jTeelings, an^ allows himself be phmped.^^ Thus 
I have as<^rtamed all soits^bf things from him^ amojjgBtT 
others that they have only full • rations • is Paris '•far 
three or four weeks/' • . * 

With respect to attitude towards t^ approach- 
ing French elections, i. c^led attention in the press to. 
the following example, which may decide us to exclude • 
Alsao^JLorrame from the voting, and to which we can 
refer those who allege su(?li an exclusion, to be unprece- 
dented. An American irfforpn^ us that in the last war 
between the United States and Mexico an armistice was 
Sigreed upon with the object of giving the Mexicans time 
to choose a new Government,* which should conclude 
peace with the United States. The provinces, the 
cession of which was demanded by the United States^ 
were not permitted to take part in this election. * This 
is the sole precedent, but it entirely covers the present 


Thursday , November Srd , — A fine bright morning. 
Already at 7 a.m. the iron licyis on IVTont Vaferfen began 
to fill ^the surrounding wooded valleys with their 
roaring. 

I make abstracts for the Ki«g of two articles that 
appeared in th.e Morriing Post of the’ 28th and 29th of 
October, which are undei; 3 tood to have come’ from 
Persign^ or Princ;p Napoleon. The assertion in these 
articled that in the negotiations with the delegate of the 
Empress our demand e’xtended only to Strassburg, and 
a narrow strip of land in the Saar di^rict, with about a 
quarter of a naillion inhabitants, is (the Chief tells me) 
based on a naisunderstanding. 

I a^ instructed to telegraph that in consequence of 
yesterday’s negotiatibns the Chancellor has offered M. 
Thiers a truce of twenty -fiYe days on the basis of the 
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military stavOs. quo. c Thiers returned at? 1 2 o’clock, and 

c^otiate^ with the Chief urd^ 2. 30 p.*m. The dem^ds 
o^\he Frepch, are exprUitant. At lunch we hear that 
in ewidition to a twenty-eight days’ armistice for the 
elections ai^ the meetings of tbe^Natjonal Assembly 
thus chosen to determine the j^osit^on of the Provisional 
Government, they demand nAtking les's than the right 
to provision Paris and all other fortresses held by them 
and ^esieged by us, and the pa^rticipation of the Eiistern 
provinces, of which we require the cession in the 
elections. Ordinary logic finds it difficult to conceive 
how the provisioning of fortresses can be deemed con- 
sistent with the maintenance of the military status quS. 

Amongst other subjects discussed at dinner were the 
elections in Berlin. Delbriick was of opinion that they 
would' be more favourable than hitherto. Jacoby, at any 
ratfe, would not bo re-elected. Count Bismarck-Bohlen 
thought otherwise. He anticipated no change. The 
Chancellor said : “ The Berliners must always be in 
ojjposition and have their own ideas. They have their vir- 
tues — many and highly estimable ones — they fight well, 
but they would not consider themselves to be as clever 
as fney ought to bfe unless they knew everything better 
than the C^vernment.” That failing, however, was not 
confined to Berliners, the Chief added. All great cities 
were much the same in that respect, and many were even 
worse than 'Berlin. They were in geiieral more unprac- 
tical than the rural districts, where people were in closer 
contact with nature, and thus not only got into a more 
natural and practical way of Jihinking. “ Where great 
numbers of men are crowded together they easily lose 
their individuality and dissolve into one mass. All sorts 
of opinions are in the air, they arise from heanSay and 
repetitions and are little or not at all founded on facts. 
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tjjit are propaga^d by the newspajmrs, popmMar meetings 
■* and* conyersationS* over beer, and "then Temain firinlj^ 
immutably, rooted. It is% sort of false second^naturf, a 
^aith or superstition held collectively by *tfie massed 
They reason themsel-^es into believing in something 
that does not exist, Vonsider themselves in^uty hound 
to hol^ to that belief, aiyl %vax cnthusiasjtic over narrow-* 
minded and grotesque ideas. That is the case in all 
greatr^^ies, in London for instance, where the cockneys 
are**quite a different race to other .Englishmen^in 
Copenhagen, in New York, and above all in Paris. The 
Parisians, with their political superstitions, are quite a 
distinct people in France, — they are caught and bound 
up in a circle of ideas which are a sacred tradition to 
them, alt^iough when closely examined they turn out to 
be mere empty phrases.” a 

So far as Thiers was concerned, th<? Minister ordy 
told us that shortly after the commencement* of their 
conference to-day he suddenly asked him whether he 
had obtained the authority necessary, for the continuance 
of the negotiations. “ He loolPed at me in^astonishment, 
on which I said that news had bee^ received at our out- 
posts of a revolution having broken out in Paris siflCe 
his departure, and . that a new fclovernment had been 
pioclaimed. He was® visibly perturbed, ^from whujh it 
may be inferred that he considers a victory of the Red 
Republicans as possible, and the position of J’avre and 
Trochu as insecure.” 

Thiers was again wnth the Chief from 9 o’clock till 
after 10. 

Fi'iday, November AtK . — Beautiful bright morning. 
At the desire of the Minister I send the Daily News an 
accoun1>of his conversation with Napoleon at Donchery. 

% He had principaUy conversed with the Emperor within 
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the *we^eK8 %ou6e. upstairs — for AW>ut three-quarters of 
an hou^ — an^ispent^ljut a short tim^ with him in^ tffe h 
o|»^ air/*as the Minister hfCo^elf stated in hfs official 
rft^ort to King. Furthermore, in spmking to 

Napoleon, he had rTok pointed the forefinger of the leff^ 
hand^into fi'je palm of his ri^ht,"w;^hich'wa3 not at all a 
•habit of his. He lyid not onc^ made use of the German 
language in speaking to the ftmperor — -he had never 
done BO, and also not on that occasion. “I did, however,” 
the Minister continued, “ speak German to the people of 
the house, as the man understood a little and the^oman 
spoke it very well.” 

From 1 1 o’clock onwards Hiiers conferred once more 
with the Chancellor. He yesterday sent his companion, 
a(M. Cochery, back to Paris, to ascertain if the Govern- 
ment of the 4th of September still existed. The answer 
appears to have been in the affirmative. 

Bamberger ^d in ed with us. The Chief said, amongst 
other things ; “ I see that some newspapers hold me 
responsible that Paris has not yet been bombarded. I 
do not <vant anything serious to be done, I object to a 
bombardment. Nonsense I They will ultimately make 
me responsible for ovft losses during the siege, which are 
certainly already considerable, as we have probably, lost 
more men in the'se small engagements' than a general 
attacic would have cost us,^ I wanted the city to be 
stormed at once, and have all along desired that to be 
done — or it would have been still better to have left 
Paris on one side and continued bur march.” 

Thiers was onhe more with the Chief from 9 p.m. 
until after 11 o’clock. While they were conferring a 
telegram arrived announcing that Beust htfa abandoned 
his former attitude in so far as he declares that if Russia 
raises objections to the Prussian demands upon Rrance, 
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Austria will do tBe same, but otherv<^^^'’iR>t. "ThiSj 
telegram was a’^ once sent in to ^]^e Chi«^ 

Saturday, Novemb^'bth.- — About 1 o’ciiock ^¥re 
was a sbbrt conference between the? ChancJcllor, Delbrilck, 
‘and other German Ministers. We. afterwards ascertained 
that the Chief re^rl^ed,^ the result of In* negotiations 
with Thiers, ai^ also ar^iounced tlje impending arrival 
of the German Sovereigns not yet represented at 
Versailles. 

Gn our sitting down to dinner Dellurtlck was at first 
the only Minister present, d^ater on we were joined by 
the Chancellor, who had dined with the King. While 
Engel was pouring him out a gla.ss of spirits the Chief 
recalled a pretty dictum. Recently a general (if I am 
not mistaken it was at Ferri^res, and I fancy I hoard 
the name of the great thinker, Moltke), speaking of tk^ 
various beverages of mankind, laid down the following 
principle : — “ Red wine for children, cliampagnc for 
men, and brandy for generals.” • 

The Chancellor, who had been dining with the King, 
joined us in the evening and, complainec^ to Dfclbrllck of 
the way in which he had been L'cset at the King's 
quarters by the Princes, who prevented him from^die- 
cu<ising -something of importalice with Kutusow. “ I 
j^lly could hot talk to him properly. The Serene 
Highnesses fluttered al)out me like ‘crows round a 
screech-owl, and tore me away from him. Each of 
them'seemed to delight in being able to buttonhole me 
longer than the others. At length 1 asked Prince 
Charles if he could not get his brother-in-law to wait 
until I had finished what I had to say to Kutusoflf, as 
it was an important matter of State. . But although I 
have often spoken to him previously in the same sense 
he did not seem to understand me, and the end of it 
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ttat offen^/’ . . . At fast heard that^ 

tl?e^leg x>T the b^k of Ihpe old coronatioti chair h^d been 
discoa^ered ^in one of the otli^* rooms, and^^ey all 
tro?>^d off ^nspept the wonder, while I tqpk this 
opportunity to bolt.” At th£i^ moment a despatch was 
delivei^^d staling that Favre anfl the^ other members of 
tBe Government hi Paris had opce more got on the high 
fforse, and proclaimed that they would not^ hear of a 
cession of territory, and that their sole task ^as 
the defence of the fatherland. The Chirf olr)serve<f : 

Well, then, we need not ^ Negotiate any further with 
Thiers.” 

Later on the Minister ^said that Thiers probably still 
intended to write another historical work. “ Time after 
tim& he spins out our negotiation by introducing ir- 
relevant matters. He relates what has occurred or been 
advised here ancd there, inquires as to the attitude of 
this or thart person, and what would have happened in 
such and such circumstances. He reminded me of a 
con^versation I had with the Due de Bauffremont in the 
year 1867* in the course of which I said that in 1866 
the Emperor had not understood how to take advpntage 
of the situation, that he could have done a good stroke 
of business although not^don German soil, &c. Roughly 
that is quite correct. I remember it very well. It was^ 
in the gardens of the Tuileriei^ and a military band was 
playing. In the summer of 1866 Napoleon Jacked 
courage to do what he ought to have done from his 
point of view. When we attacked Austria he should 

c have occupied , the object of the Benedetti proposal, 

and held it cls a pledge. We could not havfe prevented 
him at that time, and most probably England would 
not have stirred — in any case he could have waited. If 
the cot4^ succeeded he might have placed himself back 
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to back with us, eftfiouraging us to fur#^ J^gr&jsion. 

•But (turning {oJDelbrUck, firsts l^ning^littl^ibrward^ 
and th^m sitting straight •Opright, a habit of iiis or^euch 
occasions^, he is and remains a m fiddle -Ifeacted fellowf” 

Thiers, after having had a conversation with Favre 
and Ducrot on th^ IRrid^e ^of Sfevres, returned and had 
another confei;ence avith the Chi^f which lasted from 
8.3Cr to 9,30. Favre ^nd Ducrot had declared that otfr 
conj[^ions Tor an armistice could not be accepted, but 
that* they would ascertain the opinions of their col- 
leagues, and bring Thiei'li a f^^efinite answer to-morrow. 

Sunday^ Novemher Gtli , — The Chief read to us at 
dinner a portion of his wife’s letter which was to the 
following effect : — I fear you* will not be able to find a 
Bible in France, and so I shall shortly send you the Psalms 
in ordef* that you may read the prophecies against th^ 
French — ‘ I tell thee, the godless shall be destroyed ! ’ ” 
The Minister had also received a “ Jespaiiing letter” 
from Count Herbert, whose wound was now healed, 
because he had been transferred to a d6pot. ‘‘ He says 
that all he has had out of the wiiole^ war lias been a 
fortnight’s ride with his regiment and then three 
months on his back. I wished t^ see whether anything 
CQuld be done, and to-day I rrfct the Minister of War. 
^e diasuaded hie,' Ijowever, with teaVs in his eyes — he 
had once interfered in a sjmilar way add lost his son in 


consequence.” 

Mondxty, November 7th. — Elarly in the morning the 
Chief instructs me fb telegraph to London : “In the 
negotiations with M. Thiers, which lasted for five days, 
he was oflfered an armistice of any duration up to twenty- 
eight days *on the basjs of the military status quo, for 
the purpose of holding elections, which should also be 
allowed to take plade in the portions of France occupied 
von, 1 * 
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i^by the G^frolki^roops ^ or, as an al£45mative, our assist- 
"a^ce amS sanctihii for^liplding the eleations without^ a* 
truce^, Affer a renewed. coiIfa?rence with the Paris 
Go^^inment'at the outf^osts, M. Thiers was not author- 
ised to accept either •of th^CSe offers. He demanded 
first o^ all Cp^ermission to p^ovisii^ Paris, without 
offering any military equival^t. As this proposal 
<ft)uld not be accepted by the "Grermans on military 
grounds, M. Thiers yesterday received instructions from 
Paris <0 break off^the negotiations.” - 

The following particuli^rs liave been ascert^ned 
from other sources ; The instruction referred to, was 
received by Thiers ,in the form of a curt letter from 
Favre desiring him to relurn to Tours, whither he has 
goiffe, to-day. The Chancellor tells me that Thiers was 
irtty depressed at the foolish obstinacy of the Paris 
Govjernment, of which both he himself and several of 
the Ministers disapprove. Favre and Picard, particu- 
larly the latter, are desirous of peace, but are too weak 
to withstand the opposition of the others. Gambetta 
and Trochu wil] not hear of, the elections, which would 
in all probability pat an end to their rule. 

■>J write articles, to the following effect : We were 
prepared to do everything possible, l)ut all our conces- 
sions were rejected owing to the ambition of MM. Favre 
and Trochu, who do not want to be forced by the true 
representatives of the French people to give up the 
power which fell into their hands through an in^hrrec- 
tion. It is that ambition alone which prolongs the war. 
, We, on the other hand, have shown that we desire 
peace, by oeirrying our complaisance to the utmost 
point. 

The postponement of the bombardment was eigain 
diaouased at dinner. The Chancellor said he could not 
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understand tjje alwurd rumour ^circul^Jg^i^ the newsj 
pp.per8, to the etfect that he oppi^d to ^ihe bom- 

bardmAt while the naiKlary. authorities w8re p^^esmg 
for it. , “ Exactly the contrary fe the dase? No brfe is 
more urgent in favour it than I am, and it is the 
military authgritiVs whp hesitate. A gr<*it dea[ of my 
correspondenoe is tak^ up in dispelling the scruples 
and. excessive circumspection of ^ the military peoplh. 
It ^pears that the artillery are constantly requiring 
htore time • for preparation and particularly a'V larger 
supply of ammunition.* At, Strassburg, they also asked 
for much more than was necessary, as notwithstanding 
the foolish waste of powder and shell, two-thirds of the 
supply collected was never used.” Alten objected that 
even if the firts in question were captured they wt>uld 
be then subjected to the fire from the enceinte, and •Np' 
should have to begin over again. “ That may be,” said 
the Minister, “ but they ought to have known that 
sooner, as there was no fortress we knew so much about 
from the commencement as Paris.” ^ 

Somebody remarked tlmt in tTie tiv'o balloons that 
had J)een seized five persons had l^jen taken prisoners. 
The Chief considered that they*ought to be treated as 
spies without any lengthy deliberation. Alten said they 
•would be brought up before a court-martial, whereupon 
the Minister exclaimed, ‘iWell, nothing will happen to 
them. there ! ” He then observed how stout and strong 
Count Bill was. At^his age he himself was slight and 
thin. “ At Gottingen I was as thin as a knitting- 
needle.” Mention having been made of the circumstance^ 
that the sentry posted dutside the villa occupied by the 
Crown Prince had been shot at and wounded the night 
befogs, and that the town would be obliged to pay him 
five thousand francs as compensation, the Chief said that 
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going oi?t TkJJ^o eveiging he woul(^ not ^ke his sword 
rather a reviver — ^^as although in •certain c^cuni- 
^stance^ I Should be quite willing to let mj^lf be 
’ murSfired, I Sh^ifld nqt*like to die unavenged/’ ^ 

J After dinner I was mstrujfed bj the Chancellor to 
again tglegrajA.an account of ifhe (/legqtiations with 
Tifiers, only in sofnewhat cyffetent form. On my 
venturing to observe fhat the contents of the despjiteh 
had been telegraphed in the morning he replied, ‘‘Not 
quite accurately; you see here ‘ Count Bismarck proposed* 
&c/ You must notice such ‘Tine shades if you want to 
work in the first Foreign Office of the world.” 

Tuesday^ Novemher StJi . — In the morning I sent off 
a telegram stating that the prisoners taken in the 
ball6ons have been transported to a Prussian fortress in 
order to be tried there by court-martial. Furthermore 
that the confiscated letters compromised diplomats and 
other personages who have been permitted to remain in 
communication with the outer world out of consideration 


for ^Jieir position and sense of honour. Such communi- 
cation would no Jonger be tolerated. 

At about 12.30 ^.M., while we were at lunch, the 
Chief, received a visit from Archbishop Ledochowski of 
Posen, and it was understood that his business was to 
submit ^n offer of the Pope to intervene with the French 
Government. They probabl 3 ^ hope in this way to 
purch^e the intervention of the German Government on 
behalf of the Holy Father. The Archbishop remained 
till nearly 3 o’clock, and on his leaving the Chief went 
,to see the King. He subsequently took dinner at the 
Crown Prince’s, where the Grand Duke of Baden, who 
had arrived in the meantime, also dined. 

Delbrtick, General Chauvin, and Colonel Meidan^ the 
officer in commemd of the Field Telegraph, were the 
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Chiefs guest* ^at dinner. Motion of th^ 

ithpropgr use of the t^legrapu wir6 by (^tin 
personages for their private purposes. , 

After a while the Cht^cellor rotnarked ; “ 1 hear that 
the Augustenburgef*also telegraphs. Th^t really should 
not be. Nor lias ilje Coburger any right to do "ipie 
telegraph is for militawy^nd diplomatic purposes, and n<)t 
fpr rtiinor potentatas to use for inf]uirie3 respecting their 
Ijitc^iens, stables and ijieatres. None of them has any 
rigli,ts here. Their rights cpaseil on passing the German 
frontier.” 


guwilecL 


On some one refeiTing to the destruction of the 
telegraph wires ai\d other similar' misconduct .on the 
part of franQtireurs and peasants near Epernay,, the • 
Minister .said; “They should have immediately sent three • 
or four battalions there, and transported six fliousancl 
peasants to Germany until the conclu.‘^ion of the w*ar.” 

Among.st other subjects diacu.ssed at tea was the 
rumour that the postponement of the bombardment was 
in part due to the influence of ladifti, the Queien and" the 
Crown .Princess being mentioned in Jhis connection. The 
Chief'was in tjie drawing-room^engaged in conference 
with the Bavarian General vorvBothmer on the raititary 
question in connection with *the ckiser unification of 
Tjermany now in 'progress. The Minister jo?ned us 
afterwards, remaining for about an hour. On sitting 
dowa’he breathed a deep sigh and said: “I “was thitiking 
just now, what I have indeed often thought before — ]f 
I could only for five minutes have the power to say : 

‘ That must be done thus and in no other way ! ’ — If one * 
were only ^not compelled to pother about the ‘ why ’ 
and the ‘ wherefore,’ * and to argue and plead for the 
simpltot things ! — Things made much more rapid progress 
onder men like Frederick the Great, who were generals 
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Yenisei V6d kil^w something abotPt administra- 

bicftr, acting* as their own Mini^^ers. It was tl^cf sanfe 
with .^apolevn, • But .here, this eternal talking and 
begging 1 ” 

After a wj^^le the Chief sflid, witli»a laugn: “I have 
be^n bu^sy to-day educating princes,” ^ 

“ How so, Excellency ? ” ask'edf Hatzfeldt. 

“ Well, I have explained to various gentlemen &t thp 
Hdtel ^.es Reserv^oirs wdiat is and> what is not proper. 
have given the Meininger to, understand through Stein 
that he is not to be allowed to use the Field Telegraph 
for giving instructions about his kitchen garden and 
theatre: And the Coburger is stjll worse. Never 

mind, the Reichstag will set that right and put a stop 
• to, all that kind of thing. But only I shall urot be 
there.” ‘ 

liatzfeldt asked ; “ Has your Excellency seen that 
the Italians have broken into the Quirinal ? ” 

“ Yes, and I am curious to know what the Pope will 
now*" do. Leave the ^country ? But where can he go ? 
He has already requested us to ask the Italians whether 
he would be allowed tcv leave and with jBtting dignity. 
We did so, and they re§>lied that the utmost respect 
would be paid to his position, and that their attitude 
would “be governed by that determination in case he 
desired to depart.” 

“ They wbuld not like to see him go,” added Ilatz- 
feldt ; “it is in their interests that he should remain in 
Rome.” 

The Chief ; “ Yes, certainly. But j>erbaj>a he may 
be obliged to leave. But where could he go ? Not to 
France, because Garibaldi is there. He would not like 
to go to Austria, To Spain ? I • suggested to’^ him 
Bavaria.” .The Minister then reflected for a moment. 
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•after which h® continued : “ There rermkins n^^iung fogf 

him Belgium or N<^rth G^OTman^C Ab a iliattV;>of 
fact he • has already asked ' wljether we could ^rant ^ 

> him aj§ylum. I have no objection to it — CJologne or 
Fulda. It would.b* passing strange, but after all not 
so very inexplicable^ aiiH it would be ve^ useful to* us 
to be recognised by •Catholics a5 what we really are, 
thafisto say, the sole power now existing that is capable 
of protecting the head of their Cliurch. Stofflet and 
Chiyrcttc, together with their Zouawes, could ^en go 
about their business. We should have the Poles on our 
side. The opposition of the UltramontJincs would cease 
in Belgium and Bavaria. MiUinkrOtt would coipe over 
to the Goverpment side. But the King will not consent. , 
He is terribly afraid. He thinks all Prussia woulS be , 
perverted, and he himself would be obliged to become n 
Catholic. I told him, however, that if the Pope begged 
for asylum he could not refuse it. He wduld have to 
grant it as ruler over ten million Catholic subjeett^who 
would desire to see the head of tlu^ir Church protected. 
Besides, imaginative people, particularly women, nray 
possibly feel drawn towards C^hoTicism by the pomp 
and ritual of St. Peter’s, with^the Pope seated upOh his 
tlirone and bestowing hLs benediction. The danger 
would not Ixj 8o*grSat, however, in Gry^nany, where the 
people would see the Pof)e amongst them as a poor old 
mai> Peeking assistance — a good old gentleman, one of 
the Bishops, who ato and drank like the rest, took his 
pinch of snufif, and even perhaps ^oked a cigar. And 
after all even if a f^w people in Gemiany became* 
Catholic again (I should certainly not do so) it would 
not matter much sd long as they remained believing 
Christians. The particular sect is of no consequence, 
only the faith. People ought to be more^ tolerant in 
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k^eir waj^ of tbinking.i’ The Chief then^ilated on the* 
coi»ic asp^t oi^Dhis fcigratigp of the Pope and ttis 
Cardfcala to Fijlda, apd 'concluded : “ Of course the 

King could not see. the huiporous side of thtf aflFair. 
But (smiling) if only the Pope rcKiains true to me I 
shall know hc^to bring his Majesty ^rouild.” 

^ Some other subjects then euros up. Satzfeldt men- 
tioned that his Highness of Coburg had fallen froih h^p 
horse. “ Happily, however, .without being 5 hi-^” 
hastily added Abeken, with ^ pleased expression. This 
led the Chief to speak oP similar accidents that had 
happened to himself. 

“ I. believe I shall be more than within the mark in 
. saying that I must have fallen from horseback fifty 
, times. It is nothing to be thrown from your- horse, 
bu\. when the horse lies on top of you, then it’s a bad 
case.* The last time was at Varzin, when I broke three 
ribs. I thought it was all up with me. It was not, 
however, so dangerous as it seemed, but it was terribly 
painful. . , . . But as a young man I had a remarkable 
accident, which ' shows how* our thinking powers are 
dependent upon the brain. I was ridi.ng home one 
even1.lig with my biv»thei^ and we were both galloping 
as hard as our horses could go. Suddenly my brother, 
who wsia in front, heard a fearful bang. It was my 
head that had struck against the road. My horse had 
shied' at a lantern in a cart coming in the opj^site 
direction, and reared so that he fell backwards, and I 
tumbled on my head„ At first I lost consciousness, and 
•on returning to my senses my. power of thinking re- 
mained on some points quite clear, but had- quite de- 
serted me on others. I examined ' my horse and found 
that the saddle was broken, so I called the groom '•'and 
fode home on his horse. When the dogs there barked 
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^ 'Bt me by way 6f greeting, I thou^it thf^y did net belong 
to* us, g^t cross with th(^»and drove i^em a\^{ay. Thdn 
I said rtsB groom had fallen ‘from his.ljojse and^.tjiey 

xshould^send a stretcher Jo brin^ ‘in ; and I got very 
angry when, taking* their* cue from my^rother, they 
showed no di!^ositij)n lo move. . \Ver(^ they gbing |o 
leave the unfortunate* lUtan lying in *the road ? I dicl 
npt know that I was myself and was at home, or rather 
I.^aS*both myself and* the groom. I asked foi^ome- 
thing to eat and afterwards^went to l5bd. After having 
slept through the night I w'oke up next morning all 
right again. It was a atrango case. I had examined 
the saddle, taken another home, arid so forth. •! had 
done everythiyg that w'as practically required. In ^lat 
respect the fall had produced no confusion in my ider^s. 
A singular example wdiich shows that the brain Hhrbours 
various intellectual powers — only one \)f these had re- 
mained stupified by my fall for a somewhat longer 
time. 

“ I well remember another incic^nt of tha kind* I 
was riding rapidly througfi .some young timber in a 
large Vood a cpnsiderable distaitce from home. As I 
was crossing; over a hollow roatl the liorse stumbled and 
fell, and I lost- consciousness. * I must have lain there 
senseless for about three hours, as it was already twi- 
light by the time I stirred. The horse was standing 
near «Se. As I said, the place was at a gfeat distance 
from our estate, and I was entirely unacquainted with 
the district. I had not yet quite recovered^ my senses, 
but on this pccasion alsw I did what was necessary. I 
took off tber martingale, which was broken, and followed 
the road across a rather long bridge which, as I then 
ascertbined, was the "nearest way to a farm in the neigh- 
bourhood, The fanner's wife ran away on seeing a big 
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•man staisding bis|bre B^r witt his face^aTl covered withp 
bl(?od. H§r huswind, noweveTj^came to me ai?,d wi]^ed 
aWaj^the blc>o^* I toid liim who I was, and^’a'^ I was 
hardly fit for such n, Jong rjde home I asked ^im too’ 
d^ve me th^e, which he •accordfngly did. I must 
h^ive been sh^t fifteen feet out„ 5f tlie saddle and 
iiallen against the root of a*' tree. On the cfoctor 
examining my injuries, he said it was against all the 
rules ^f his art tjiat I had not Iffoken my neck. ^ 

“ I have also ^een a cou^ile of other times in danger 
of my life,” continued the Chief. “For instance, before 
the Semmering railway was fihished (I believe it was 
in 1852) I went with •a party through one of the 
tuiyiels. It was quite dark inside. I went aliead with 
a, lantern. Now right across the floor of the tunnel 
was a i^ft or gully, which must have been about fifteen 
feet deep and half as wide again as this table. A plank 
was laid across it, with a raised skirting board on both 
sides to prevent the wheelbarrows from slipping off. 
This plank must hffve been rotten, as when I reached 
the middle it broke in two and I fell down ; but having 
probably involuntarily stretched out my jfrms, I 
remained hanging oh the skirting. The lantern having 
gone out, those behind ‘thought I had fallen into the 
gully, 'and were • not a little surprised when the reply 
to their question, ‘ Are you still alive ? ’ instead of 
coming froifi the depths below came from just »under 
their feet. I answered, ‘ Yes, hete I am.’ I had in the 
meantime i^covered hold also with my feet, and I asked 
whether I should go on or come back. The guide 
thought I hewi better* go on to the other side, and so I 
worked my way over. The workman who acted as our 
guide then struck a light, got 'another plank% and 
, brought the party aoroas. That plank was a good 
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example of the^ljDvenly way in wftich anch thi»^ were* 
maliaged^ in Austria at^tj»at tuife ; ^fSecauae, I cantfot 
t>elieve that it was intentional, • I wa^ pqt hat^ vin 
Vienna %hen as I am now-^-on the contrary.” 

Thursday , JTovefhher \^th . — In the naming I api 
instructed by the Oh^ef to telegraph that great distre^ 
has been occasioned in* Prance, antf that still more is t<» 
be, anticipated, in consequence of the Application by the 
Ptqvfeional Government, of Savings Bank funds fiyr the 
relief.of the poor, and of thejjroperty f>f corporations, to 
military purposes. I had permission to study the docu- 
ments connected with the abortive negotiations for an 
armistice. . • • 

Thiers had, stated in a memorandum the principles 
which he, and the French Government which he repre- 
sented, regarded as a basis for the proposed aifnistice- 
It was to the following effect : The object of J-hc under- 
standing was to put an end as soon as possible to^the 
bloodshed, and to permit the convocation of a National 
Assembly which would represent tHh will of Prance in 
dealing with the European Powers, and ^)e in a psasition 
8ooner*or later to conclude peace 'with Prussia am^^er 
allies. The armistice must lastifor twenty-eight days, of 
which twelve would be required for canvassing the con- 
stituencies, one for the polling, five ' for the elected 
deputies to meet in some given place, and ten for 
examfhing the returns and appointing the bureau of the 
Assembly. Tours mi^ht for the present remain the seat 
of such an Assembly. The election^ must b§ allowed to 
take place free and unhindered in all parts of France, 
including those occupied by the ’ Prin^ians. Military 
operations on both sides to cease, although both parties 
would be at liberty to enlist recruits and proceed with 
works of defence. The armies to be at • liberty to 
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• obtain f^r tberft^elves* supplies of provisi(5n8, but requisi- 
tions on tl^e otheXhani^bo betguspended as “constituting 
a ju^Iitary qp^i;p,tion which should cease together with 
other hostilities.” •Moreovcf fortified places w^e to b^r 
provisioned :^r the duration‘’of the' truce in proportion 
tp th^ strength of t*lie population ^and garrison. For 
this purpose PariS to be allowe^l to receive the foilswing 
live stock and othet provisions over four railway liqes 
to be^^determined ; 34,000 bullocks, 80,000 sheep, 8,Q00 
pigs, 5,000 calvefs, 100,00p laetric centals of cprned 
meat, 8,000,000 metric centals of hay or straw as fodder 
for the cattle in question, 200,000 metric centals of 
flour, 50,000 metric' centals of di'ied, vegetables, 100,000 
toi^ of coal, and 500,000 cubic metres of. fire-wood. In 
these calculations the population of Paris and its 
suburbs, including the garrison of 400,000 men, was 
estimated at 2,700,000 to 2,800,000 inhabitants. 

These demands on the part of the French could not 
be accepted. Had we agreed to them we should have 
surtendered the greu-ter and more important portion of 
the advantages "we Jiad gained in the last seven weeks, 
at the cost of great sacrifices and severe exertions. In 
other words, we should , in the main have returned to 
the position in which we were on the 19th of September, 
the day on which our troops completed the investment 
of Paris. We are asked to allow Paris to provision 
itself, when even now it suffers from scarcity ani will 
shortly be obliged to starve or surrender. We are to 
suspend our military operations just at the moment 

‘ when the fall of Metz and the release of the army of 
Prince Frederick Charles enable us to extend’ and render 
them more effective. We are quietly to permit recruit- 
ing and organisation, by means of* which the E\«nch 
Renuhlio ia to create a new field force, while we reauire 
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no recruite. i^t tfie saxae, time ^hat are* to rfl^w 

Pajis and the other French foBt^|e8se^^x> aupplj^ them- 
selves w^h provisions, are. to provide fo? our^own 
troops 'v^itiiout the requisitions wThich al'd flecessary*in 
^n enemy’s country,,^ We* are to make all these con- 
cessions without a^y military equivalgfc — suqji, foi 
instance, as tho evacuation of one’ •or, two of the Parfe 
forts jn reti^n for tlie liberty to proyLsion the city — - 
aifd without being offered any clear provspect of peace. 
Thft first object of the armistice accorjfng to the Tliiers 
memorandum, namely, the * restoration of an orderly 
state of affairs by the lawful election of a Constituent 
Assembly, is unquestionably more in the interest of the 
French themselves than in ours; and, considering the 
constant^ excitement maiutiiined by tlm inflammatbry 
proclamations of the Provisional Government, jt mrfy» 
possibly not be secured even under a ^new administra- 
tion. More orderly conditions could 1>e bronght about 
even now without a truce if the present Governnrent 
were seriously disposed to work in^that direction. . It 
was abso^lutely impossible oit the German siefe to have 
anythiyg to do with such propd?^als. A different 
arrangement altogether w^as neccfful^ and thercfore^hc 
Clmncellor of the^ Confederation offered M. Thiers a 
t#uce of twenty-five^to twenty-eight days on thf basis 
of the maintenance of the military statXLs quo, which 
woulc^.enable the French to Ciirry on the , elcctioijs in 
peace, and to convoke^ the Assembly thus constituted. 
This also was a concession on our part in which the 
advantages were all on the French side. If, as Thiers 
asserted, Paris w as supplied with ^ provisions and other 
necessaries for several months, it is not easy to see 
why ^e Provisional Grovemment broke off the negotia- 
tions which, at the outside, would have prevented the 
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P^Keian#^ frod? making useless sorties. France, on the 
’ other hfind, wo<dd h^ye had the great advantage^ Si 
having a Mrre of aeraarc^tion**^ drawn which would have 
aiiested thft nd.vance'’ of the German forces, restricting 
the unopposed occupation of further districts by oui’’ 
army that h#^ been set free by th^ fall of Metz. In 
die meantime Ttper^i ‘ refused this ^very acceptable offer, 
'and maintained that the proviamning of Paris was an 
indispensable condition for an understanding, \ifhile'^he 
was iTot empowered to give any prospect of a military 
equivalent for the same, sjtch as the evacuation of one 
of the Paris forts. 

On coming in to dinner, the Chief mentioned that 
the Minister of War is seriously ill. • He feels very weak, 
and will scareely be able to rise from his bed for a fort- 
o night. The Count afterwards made some jokes about 
the^ water supplied to us for washing. “The inhabit- 
ants of the local reservoir,” he said, “ seem to have 
their seasons. First came the scolopendria, which are 
particularly distasteful to me, ‘ moving their thousand 
limbs together,’ (Schiller’s, Diver). Then followed the 
wood lice, which I' cannot bear to touch, although they 
ara perfectly harmless. I’d sooner grasp a snake. Now 
the leeches have arrived. I found c^uite a small speci- 
men to-day, doubled up into a button. I tried to induce 
him to deploy, but he declined — remained a button. I 
then poured some well water over him, and he stretched 
out straight, long and thin like a needle, and made off 
with himself.” The conversation then turned on a 
variety of .simple but nevertheless estimable delicacies, 
such as fresh and salt herrings, new potatoes, spring 
butter, &0. The Minister observed to Delbriick, who 
also approved of those good things : “ The sturgeon is a 
fish which is also to be found here, but it is not'kppre- 
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elated as it ought t»l>e. In Russia the^ red^gni&^^Tta , 
^ood qualities.* Jt is often cail^t i^the Elliq in the* 
Magdeblyrg district, but only eaterr by fishermen and 
poor peddle.” He then explained its go«d« points^* and 
‘thus caihe to speak of caviare, and Seated of the several 
varieties with the k^wl^d^ of a connoisa^r. ♦ 

“ The fresh 'cavih^e which we qow get in Berlin is 
very good,” he said, “^ifice it can be brought by rail 
from *St. Petersburg in forty hours.* I have had it 
sev^r&f times, and one of'my principal complaints against 
that fiat Borck is that he intcrcepteS forty pounds of 
this caviare which I once sent to the King. I suspected 
something of the kind, as the King made no mention of 
it, and did not send me any present in return. *Later 
on Perponcher.or some one told me that on dropping in 
to Borclds room he saw there a barrel of caviare with.a 
spoon standing in it. That made me wild with him 
{D(xs hat mir aehr verdrosseri).” 

The Chief remarked at dinner : “ To-day, agaiq, I 
noticed when it snowed how many points of resemblance 
there are between the Gauls^and th^ Slavs. The same 
broad streets, with the houses standing close together, 
the saifie low roofs, as in Russia. "The only thing want- 
ing here is the green onion-shap*d steeple. But, on the 
other hand, the Versts and kilomefres, the arsheens 
and metres are the same. ^ And then the tendency to 
centralisation, the uniformity of views of the whole popu- 
latioi^* and the communistic trait in the popular 
character.” 

He then spoke of the wonderful ‘‘ topsy turvy ” 
world we live in nowadays. “ When one thinks that 
perhaps the'Pope will shortly be residing in a small town 
of Protestant Germany, that the Reichstag may meet in 
VeiBatUes, and the Corps L^gislatif in Cassel, that 
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^Ga^aldr’ haf^ become a French 'general Ln spite of 
MentaEa* and Zouaves are ,fi^liting side-by- 

side ^ith bim ! ” He foUowM* up this train ideas 
foi' Some little time. " * * 

The Minister then cemarl^ed suiMenly ; “ Metterniclf 
has al§o wrilWgn to me to-day. , He wants me to allow 
Hoyos to enter Pariis; in order that he may bring away 
the Austrians. I replied that sibce the 25th of October 
they have had permission to come out, but that we 
coulcF’allow no more people toeflter, not even diplo*m«,ts. 
We also receive none in Y^sailles, but I would make an 
exception in his favour. He will then perhaps again 
raise the Austrians! claims respecting the property of 
the old Bund in the German fortresses.” 

” On the subject of doctors, and the ^ way in which 
t nature^ sometimes comes to its own assistance, the Chief 
related that he was once with a shooting party for two 

days at the Duke of . “ I was thoroughly out of 

sorts. Even the two days’ shooting and fresh air did 
me no good. On the third day I visited the Cuirassiers 
at Brandenburg, who had received a new cup. I was to 
be the first one to drink out of it, thus dedicating it, 
and then it was to gO the round of thcf table. It held 
nearly a bottle. I made my speech, however, drank and 
set it down empty, to the great sprprise of the officefs, 
who had but a poor opinion of mere quill-drivers. That 
waa the result of my Gottingen training. And strangely, 
or perhaps naturally enough, it set me all right' again. 
On another occasion, when I was shooting at Letzlingen 
in the time of Frederick William IV. the guests were 
asked to drink from an' old 'puzzle goblet. It was a 
stag’s horn, wWch contained abput three-quarters of a 
bottle of wine, and was so made that one could not 
bring it close to the lips, yet one was not allowed to 
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spill a drop. J t-cS)J: it an^ drai^ it off at ^ drail^t^ 
al^ou^h it was ▼ery cold champ^gne^nd no^ « single 
drop feM on my whit<!* waistcoat. Everybody was 
immen^ly surprised ; but I said, ‘ Gif^ ftio anoflfer.’ 
'The King, however^ who •evidently did not appreciate 
my success, c^llcJ^ out«‘l5^o, no more.^^ Sucl^ trioks 
were formerly an indispensable piwt ,of the diplomat's 
trade. They drank the weaker vessels under the tabl5, 
wbrrnad alf they wanted to know out of *them, made 
thSm agree • to things * which were ^contrary t<5* their 
instructions, or for which, atTlcast, they had no authority. 
Then they were compelled to put their signatures at 
once, and afterwards when they got-sober they could not 
imagine how they had done it." 

Bismarck-Bohlen, who seemed to be particulllrly 
communicative to-day, told the following ^needefta 
about the Chief. At Commercy a woyian came to.him 
to complain that her husband, who had triec^ to strike a 
hus.sar with a spade, had been arrested. “ The Alinieter 
listened to her very amiably, and v^Jhen she had doiie he 
replied in the kindliest man*er possible,** Well, my good 
womaq, you can be quite sure tliht your husband ' 
(drawing a line tound his neck with, his finger) ‘ wiil be 
presently hanged.’ ” 

• Saturday, November 12,th . — While we were a^ lunch 
the Chief was out. He shortly al'terwards passed 
throi^h the dining-room into the saloon, accpmpaniijd by 
a bearded officer in a fru.ssian uniform, the Grand Duke 
of Baden. 

In about ten minutes the Chief returned to table. 
He was vei^ angry and*indignant, and said : “ This is 
really too bfui I No peace from these Grand Dukes even 
at one’s meals. They will eventually force their way 
into one’s bedroom. That must be put a stop to. It is 
VOL. I * 
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a<^ JO in %erliff. There the people *\^ho want something 
me'annouiK^e theij; visite in writing, and I S. 
suitable time for them tQ caR. • Why should it* not be 
thrf^me here*?^’ * * 

After a while the* Ohief sa?d to one of the at^ndant^ 
svho was waitfeig upon us, “flemember in future in such 
sases to say that ,I etn not at home. Whoever brings 
ihy visitor to me un^nnouncecl will be put under arrest 
and sent off to Berlin ; ” and after eating a few moythfiJls 
more,«1ie went on^: “ As if it Were anything of import- 
ance 1 But merely curiosity and a desire to kill “time. 
He shall see, however, I will shortly pay him»a surprise 
visit on some officiaj matter, so that he cannot send me 


away. . . . .” 

■^The conversation then turned on Boon’s asthma, 
.which according to Lauer is now improving. His rage 
at the appearance of the Grand Duke during the dinner 
hour still ‘ visibly affected £he Chief, who asked Lauer, 
“ What should one drink with marena when in a bad 
tenjper ? ” and on Lauer recommending something the 
name of Which J could not catch, the Minister continued : 
“ It upsets my digestion when anything exasperates me 
at meals ; and her^ I have had good reason to be angry. 
They think that one is '6nly made for their use.” Then 
addressing the servant again the Chief said : “ Mind you 
send away the red lackeys, and say that I am not at 
home. Rernember that I And you, Karl (to Bphlen), 
must take care that this is done.” 

The neime of Arnim Boitzenburg, the former Minister, 
then came up. The Chancellor said he had been his chief 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, and he went on to describe him as 
“ amiable, clever, but unstable and incapable of persistent 
or energetic action. He was like an india-rubber ball that 
bounces again and again, but each time with diminishing 
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force until at Jen^tt it ceases to move. * He ^Jrst^R^ an« 
’qpinion, then weakened it by ^rguincp .against “It himself, 
and w^t on criticisin^*Tiia own cricicLsm, vntil at la8t% 
there was nothing left and nothifig done.*^ • ** • 

Delbriick prais^ the? son-im-law (Harry Arnim) as 
being well-infonned aod intelligent, ^Jkough ^ unsym- 
pathetic and unambitious. Thirfjvag confirmed by the 
Chi^f, who said : “ Y^s, he is a .rocket in which thby 
forgot to put in the powder. He has, however, a good 
hfead, but his reports* are not the^same on sCtiy two 
Bucdfessive days — often bn Che same day two thoroughly 
contradictory views. No reliance can be placed upon 
him.’^ 

Arnim’s lack of ambition led some one to s’^eak of 
orders and titles, and the Chief said his first decoration* 
was a medal for saving life, which he received for having 
rescued a servant from drowming. ‘‘ I was matje an 
‘Excellency’ at the palace in Konigsberg^in 1861. I 
however, already had the title in Frankfort, .only 
there I was not a Prussian but a Federal Excellency. 
The German Princes had decided that, each *Mini8ter to 
the I^iet should have that title. Fdr the matter of that 
I did not trouble myself much ^opt it — nor aftei;jrardfl 
either — I was a distinguished .Tnan wthout it." 

» Sunday, Novetnher 13Ch. — The Chancellor, in a 
general’s uniform and . helmet, and wearing several 
orders, went to-day to dine with the King. As he was 
lea^ung, Bohlen said to him : “ But you ought to have 
the ribbon of the Iron Cross in your button-hole,” 

“ It is there already,” replied* the Minister. “ In 
other circuilistances I should not wear it. I am ashamed 
before my own sons and many others .who have earned 
it but not got it, while all the loafers at headquarters 
swagger about with it.” 
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Ifi the Evening the^ C^anciellor desired^ me to send 
cL^menti' ot a falg«k^rep^ published by the Augsburg 
Allgemein^ Zeitung, to the effect that Count" Arnim 
paid a visit *tb ‘head -quarters before his departure for 
Rome. The Chief at tlfe sam,^ time, remarked : “ I have 
told yoy morrf^<jbhan once that “you must not write so 
vidlently. Here you^re again, spdhking'of ‘ hallucina- 
tibn ’ (in correction of- an article by Archibald Forbes in 
the Daily N^tvs). Why not be civil ? I, too, have to 
be civfl. Always .^^his carping, malignant Style I You 
must learn to write differently if you want to wor*k in 
such a distinguished Foreign Office, or we must make 
other arrangements. And such a bullying style ! Just 
like Brass, who might have had a brilliant position if he 
wer5 not so brutal.” “Hallucination” was th.e word 
tMfed by the Minister himself ; but in future I shall be 
careful to sift my phrases so as to eliminate all rough 
words and nnly let soft ones find their way into the 
press. 

Hatzfeldt told iqe at tea that the Chief had also 
“ carried on awfully ” with him, adding that if he 
remained in such a temper for long he (Hatzfeldt) would 
thinkt of leaving. The Count will, however, in all 
probability, take plenty . of time to reconsider this 
matter. " “ 

Tuesday, November ^The Chief is .still unwell. 

Theisa reports that the Court have their things ready 
packed to-day, and this is confirmed at lunch. The 
position of affairs between here and Orleans is not as 
good £ta it might be. The Minister also on sitting down 
to table mentions the possibility of our having to retire, 
and evacuate Versailles for a time. There might be 
an attack from Dreux combined with a sortie on a l^rge 
scale firom Paris. He had repeatedly spoken of that 
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,po66ibility to •members of tht general staff. Even a 
If^rman could see that a ^uccesi^Ail at/empt cff that kind 
in whicfi^not only the t^ourt hnc^ general steff bvr^ ^Iso 
the he<vvy siege guns would be in danger of falling into 
the hands of . the. Vnemy,*must be the ^ole chance of 
relieving Paris», and that the Frei^ch, therefore, may well 
hazajrd the attempt, * 



CHAPTER XII 


GlibWING DESxPE FOR A DECISION IN VARIOUS ' 
DIRECTIONS 

Wednesday y November \&th, — ^The Chief is still un- 
welL One of the causes is supposed to be his morti- 
fication at the course of the negotiaticns with the 
South German States (which once more seem as if they 
would come to a standstill) and at the conduct of the 
military authorities, who have on various occasions 
neglected to consult him, although the matters dealt 
with were not merely military questions. 

Count ^Waldersee dines with us. The Chief com- 
plains once more that the military authorities are pro- 
ceeding too slowly for 'him, and do not inform him of 
all matters of importance. He had only succeeded, 
** after repeated requests,'’^ in getting them to send him 
at least those particulars whiph they telegraph to the 
German newspapers. It was different in 1866 . He was 
then present at all councils, and his view was frequently 
accepted. For instance, it was due to him that a direct 
attack upon, Vienna was given up, and that the army 
marched on to the Hungarian frontier. ** And that is 
only as it ahould, be. It is necessary for my business. 
I must be informed of the course of military operations, 
in order that I may know the proper time at which to 
ookiclude peace/* 
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Thursday jfNox}emher 17 th * — Alton and Pijnon itad^ 
ziViU are the Chiefs grjpsts it* din;!ier. A rumour is 
mention^ to the effect thht jGtudbaldi 13.000 

,pf his •volunteers have ^been made prisoners. The 
Minister observed N “ That is r^ly disheartening — to 
make prisoners of 13,000 fr^nctireura who are hot 
even. Frenchmen I have thd^^ ftot been shot ? \ 

^ He thea complained that the military authorities so 
seldoni consulted him. , “ This capitulation of Verdun, 
for instance — I should certainly not have advise? that. 
To undertake to return their ’arms after peace had been 
concluded, and still more to let French officials continue 
the administration as they please. ’ The first copdition 
might pass, as the conditions of peace might provide 
that th® weapons should not be returned. But that 
lihrement ! It ties our hands in the interval, eveA 
should they place all kinds of obstacles in our way and 
act as if there were absolutely no war. * They can 
openly stir up a rising in favour of the Republic,* and 
under this agreement we can do •nothing ^o prevent 
them.” ’ After dwelling upo’n this tgpi(? for some time, 
the Minister concluded by saying : “ At all events, such 
a capitulation is unprecedented^in history.” *' 

Some one referred to the article written by a diplomat 
in the IncUpendari^e Beige prophesying the restoration 
of Napoleon. “No doubt,” observed the Chancellor, 

“ Napoleon fancies something of the kind’will happen. 
Moreover, it is not entirely impossible. If he made 
peace with us he might return with the troops he has 
now in Gernjany. Something in the style of Klapka’s* 
Himgarian • Legion on a grand scale, to work in co- 
operation with us. And then his Government is still 
tie legal one. Order being once restored, he would at 
the outside require an army of 2QO,000 qien for its 
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anain^ns^ice. With the^ exception of Paris, it would 

not be necessary gariifion tljf large towns witj^troofs. 

Perhaps Lyons and IVIar&eilles. The National* Guards 

would be sufficient for the protection of the others, 

the republicans were to risedn rebrellion.they could be 

bombarded and shelle^ out. ' ^ 

^ A telegram /epdrting Grp.nyifle's statement 'with 

regard to the Russian* declaration concerning the Peace 

of Pai^s weia sent by the King .to the Chief, who ^r^ad 

it over to us. It ^/as to th^ effect that Russia, in taking 

upon herself to denounce** a portion of the Treaty of 

1856 , assumed the right to set* aside the whole on her 

own initiative, a right which was ^only possessed by 

the ^ signatory Powers collectively. Englgmd could not 

tolerate such an arbitrary course, which threatened the 

"Validity «»of all treaties. Future complications were to 

be Apprehended^. The Minister smiled, and said : 

Future complications ! Parliamentary speech-makers ! 
They are not going to venture. The whole tone is also 
in the future. That is the way in which one speaks 
when he does not ^;nean to do anything. No; there is 
nothing to be feared ofrom them now, as thete was 
nothing to be hoped frem them four months ago. If 
at the beginning of the war the English had said to 
Napoleon, ^ There must be no war/ there would have 
been none,” 

After a while the Minister continued : “ GorschakoS 
is not carrying on in this matter a real Russian policy 
(that is, one in the true interests of Russia), but rather 
policy of violent aggression. * People stilb believe that 
Russian diplomats are particularly crafty and clever, 
ftdl of €Lrtifice8 and stratagems, but that is not the case. 
If the people at St. Petersburg were clever they would 
not make any declaration of the kind, but woiild quietly 
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^uild men-of-war in the JBlacl* Sea and wai^ yntif they 
vf^re questioned on th^ aub^efct. /Then they might 
reply ttisJt they knew nothing, about ^it^ but v^yuld 
jnake inquiries, and so Iqt the matter drag on. That 
might continue a loog time, aud^finally people 

would get accnstonaed to it.” . , • • * 

Another telegram^ announced* tUe election of th© 
!Puk^ of Aosta as King of Spain* The Chief said ; “ I 
pity h im — and them.. He is, moreover, electet^ by a 
smalj majority — not by tjje two-thitds originally in- 
tended. There were 190 ‘votes for him and 115 
against.” Alien was * pleased that the monarchical 
sentiments of the^ Spaniards* had ultimately prevailed. 
“Ah, those Spaniards!” exclaimed the Chief. “ Yhey • 
have no sense of what is honourable or becoming I • 
They showed that on 4;he outbreak of this "war. If 
only one of those Castilians who pretend to have a 
monopoly of the sense of honour had but expressed his 
indignation at the cause of the present war, whiclt was 
after all Napoleon’s intervention ia their pr«viou8*elec- 
tion of' a king, interfering with their free choice and 
treatJhg them , as vassals! . . . ». As a matter of fact, 
these Spaniards are all mere #i.ngcIo do Miranda8,-;-he 
was formerly a* card sharped, and then confidant of 
Prim’s and probal^y also of the King’s.” After the 
Chief had made some further remarks, some one said 
tha#*it was now aU over with the candrdature bf the 
Prince of HohenzoUern. “ Yes,” replied the Chief, 

“ but only because he wishes it to be so. ^ A couple of 
weeks ago I told him that it was still time. But he nd 
longer wanted to go on.” 

Saturday, November 19<A. — We were joined at 
diimer by General von Werder, the Prussian Military 
Plenipotentiary at St, Petersburg. The .Chief, who 
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k>oked very pleased, •eald, Aortly aftei^ entering tha 
dining -rooip. : “ Wfcll, vfe* shall,, pjobably be able to coihe 
to ^‘tindersfap^ing with ’Bavaria." “ Yes,” .eiblaimed 
Bohlen, “ something of that kind has already be«n tele-, 
graphed to 01 ^ of the Berlin '^papers"^ “ I. am sorry for 
th|it,” rfeplied the Minister ; “ it is premature. But of 
ceurse, wherever fhere is a mob ■ of princes who have 
nothing to do and'whb feel bored, nothing can be kept 
secret.l/’ 

The conversation then turned on Vienna and Count 
Beust. The Chief said Beust had apologised for the 
recent discourteous note. It was written by Biegeleben, 
and not by himself. The reference to Biegeleben led to 
the ,,di8cu88ion of the Gagem family and to the once 
celebrated Heinrich von Gagem (President "of the 
Reichstag in the Paulskirche at Frankfurt). “ I remem- 
ber,"’the Clnef skid, “ in 1850 or 1851, Manteuffel was 
instructed to bring about an understanding between 
the (jiagera and the Conservative sections of the Prus- 
sian ‘partyc— at least;' as far ^ as the King was disposed 
to go in the cause of German unity. Ma'nteuffel 
selected Gagern and myself for this purpose, afld so 
we were both invited one day to a souper d trois at 
his place. At first* there* was little or no mention of^ 
politics; but Manteuffel afterwards made some excuse 
for leaving us alone. When he left I immediately 
began to talk politics, explaining my standpoint to 
Gagem in a plain, business-like waiy. You shoxrld have 
heard Gagern I He assumed his Jove-like aspect, lifted 
his eyebrows, ran his fingers through his hair, rolled his 
eyes and cast them up to heaven so perpendicularly that 
you could hear the joints in his neck crack, and poured 
out his grand phrases to me as if 1 were a public meet- 
ing. . Of course, that did not help him much with me. 
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t replied coolfy, and we temainAd divided b^ore^k 

V^en J^upiter . £ad Mamtei%ffel asl^ed, * * Well, 

what an^aagement have you com^ to toge^l^er ? ' 

L replied, ‘ no arrai^emenj. at eJl. . The man is a fooL 
He takes me for a jTublic meeting ! A n^re watering- 
can of fine phrfces V Notking can be dond with htm.’ ’* 
The subject of the kombardmeni; hhving been intr% 
diiced, the Chief said : “ I told th*e King again yester- 
day that it was time to. begin, and ho had no objection 
to make. He replied that lyj had givtn orders to begin, 
but that the generals said they could not. I know 
exactly how it is. It ‘is Stosch, Treskow, and Pod- 
bielski.” . * 

Some one asked : “ And Hindersin ? ’ 

“ H^ is also against it,” said the Chief. ” t'oabiclski ” 
(so I understood him to aay) “ could be brought, round.* 
But the other two are influenced by considerafions 
affecting their own future.” 

It appeared from some further remarks of the 
Minister that, in his opinior^ first Queen Viotoria, ’and 
then, at “her instance the Crown Princess, and, finally, 
the C?own Priuce, persuaded by his consort, will not 
h%ve Paris bombarded; while* the ’generals “cannot” 
Ijpmbard the city out of consideration for the views of 
the Crown Prince, who will, of course, be the ‘future 
King, and will have the appointment of Ministers of 
War,*commandants of army corps, and field marshdls. 

The late General von Mbllendorff having been men- 
tioned, the Minister related the follbwing anecdote : I 
remember after the Mavch rising, when the King and ’ 
the troops -rt^ere at Potsdam, I went the^ too. A council 
was being held as to what was to be done. MdllendorflT 
was present, and sat not far from me. He seemed to be 
in pain, and could scarcely sit down for the beating he 
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jha^ i^ecejyed. All kkid» of suggestions were made, biit 
no one Tcnew exae^y -wilfiit we^s to be cfone. I ^set n8ar 
tbe piano and^said nothirfg, but played a fevvt.l^rs ” (be 
hummed the opening of the infantry march "for th^ 
charge). “ (^d Mdlle^dorflf «udderriy stood up, his face 
beftaming with'’ pleasure, . and, hobbli/ag over, threw his 
^rma round my n6ck^ and said.: i'fhat’s right. I Jmow 
what you mean. Match on Berlin ! ’ There was ncfthing 
to be done with the King, however, and the others? h^ 
not tlie pluck.” 

After a while the Chahcellor asked Werder : “ How 
much does each visit to the Tsar cost you ? ” I do not 
know jvhat Werder’s answer was, but the Chief went on : 
“It was always a rather costly business for me — par- 
ticularly in Zarskoje. There I had always to pay from 
®lo to 29 and sometimes 25 rovrbles, according as I drove 
out to see the Emperor with or without an invitation. It 
was always more expensive in the former case. I had to 
fee *the coachman and footman who brought me, the 
majordom,o who received me — he wore a sword when I 
came on invitatiop,. and then the running footman who 
conducted me through ^.he whole length of the caAle — it 
must be about a chouRand yards — to the Emperor’s 
apartments. Well, he really earned his five roubles. 
And one newer got the same coachman twice. I could 
never recover these expenses. We Prussians were alto- 
gether badly* paid. Twenty -five thousand thalers Salary 
and 8,000 thalers for rent. For that sum I cer- 
tainly had a house* as large and fine as any palace in 
* Berlin. But all the furniture was old, shabby, and faded, 
and when I had paid for repairs and other odds and ends 
it cost me 9,000 a year. I forind, however, that I 
was not obliged to spend more than my salary, ajtd so 
I helped mys^ out of the diffictilty by not entertaining. 
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The French jVJinister had ,30(^000 francs, an^ wfta 
addition allowed *to charge his Gc^verrynent with the ex- 
pense o?*any receptions V*&ich*he chose to lo^ as 
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“ But you had'iit leiuy. freif firing,” said Werder, 
“and at St. Petersburg that amounts to fAnethimg ccfti- 
siderable in the^coursfc of , the year.''* • 

“ Excuse me, but I had not,” replied the Chief, “ I was 
ol^iged to pay for that J;oo. Wood would not have been 
so flear if the* officials had not made ito5o. I remember 
once seeing some very good timber in a Finnish boat. I 
asked the peasants^ what, the price was and they men- 
tioned a very moderate figure. . But when I wanted to 
buy it they asked if it was for the Treasury (he used the 
Russian form).* I was imprudent enough to reply tliat 
it was not for the Imperil Treasury (he again used the* 
Russian words) but for the Royal Prussian Legafton. 
When I came back to have the wood removed they had 
disappeared. Had I given them the address of a trades- 
man, with whom I could afterwsu-ds have .made* an 
arrangenvent, I might have ^ot the woo’d at a third of 
the ’fJfi«e I usually paid. They evidently regarded the 
Prussian Minister as one of the Tsar’s officials "hnd 
thbiight to thenaselves : ‘ No, when it- comes to payment 
h^ will say that we lf)a.ve stolen the wood, and have us 
locked up until we give it* to him for nothing.’ ” The 
Chief*then gave some instances of the way m which the 
Tschinowniks harassed •and exploited the peasantry, and 
afterwards returned to the subject of the poor pay 
of Prussian Ministers as compared with those of other 
countries. “ It is just the same* in Berlin," he said. 
" The Prussian Minister has 10,000 {halers, but the 
FTtglisb Ambassador has 63,000, and the Russian 
44,000, while the latteFs Government bears the cost of 
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^ ^tei^&inmentB, a^jd jf t^e Tsar’^stajs with him he 
usually* revives a full .year’s salary as compensation. 
Of ccjurse,* in suc^i circumstahees, we cannot l^eep pace 
wiCH them.* * • * 

Tuesday, Novenlber 22n^. — Prirfce Pless, Major voh 
Alten,^nd a^tount Stolberg dine with us. Mention is 
nfade of a great discovery of first rate wine in a cellar 
near Bougival, wlficlv has been cbnfiscated in acco^lance 
with the la'^fs of war. Bohlen complains that none of it 
has :^ached us.' , Altogether the Foreign Ofiice is' as 
badly provided as possible^ ' Care is always taken to set 
apart the most uncomfortable Ipdgings for the Chief, and 
they have been invariably lucky in finding such. “Yes,” 
said tfie Chancellor, laughing, “ it is ^ure churlishness on 
th^ part to treat me like that. And so’ ungrateful, as 
ol’havepalways looked after their interests in the Diet. 
Bub they shall, see me thoroughly transformed. I 
started for the war devoted to the military, but I shall 
go ' home a convinced Parliamerrtarian. No more 
military budgets.” 

Prince Pless praises the Wllrtemberg troops. They 
make an excellent impression and come next to pnr own 
in the matter of - military bearing. The Chancellor 
agrees but thinks the Bavarians also deserve commenda- 
tion. , He appears to be particularly pleased at the 
summary way in which they shoot down the'“fradc- 
volaurs.” ‘1 Our North German soldiers follow .prders 
too literally. When one of thcise footpads fires at a 
Holstein dragoon he gets off his horse, runs after the 
fellow with' his hea'vy sword and catches him. He then 
brings him to his lieujtenant, who either lets him go or 
hands him over to his superior officer — which comes to 
the same thing, as he is then set free. The Bavarian acts 
differently. He knows that war is war, and kee|)e up 
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the good old^ cu^loma. He do^ not ^ait*%iitai he^Is^ 
S^ot at from behind, but sLoot^ first himselfy* * . ^ 

In 'the evening I •prepared BSrnstorflPa des^tch < 
respecting the capture of a GeVman ehip in ^Iit^ish 
Patera \)y the Fr*pch ffigate •LJesaix for our press ; 
also the lette^ to Lundy on the exporjfcof arms fxom 
England to France; 4 ind finally artvinged that our papers 
should no longer defeiM’Bazaine against the charge bf 
tSreason, “ as it does him harm.” ♦ 

• \Vednesday, Novemhey' 2,Zrd. — Tl^k morning 'b' asked 
Bucher how the Bavarian 'ft’caties were getting on and 
whether they would not be finally Settled this evening. 
“ Yes,” was the reply, “ if nothing happens in the mean- 
time — and it need not be anything very imjportant. 
Could you imagine what it was that recently nearly 
wrecked the negotiations? The question of collars- qr 
Epaulettes ! The King of Bavaria wanted to retaip the 
Bavarian collar, while his Majesty wished to have it 
replaced by ours. The Chief, however, finally brought 
. him round by saying : ‘ But, jmur Majesty, if. the 

Treaty ^is not concluded niow, and ii> ten j^ears’ time 
perhaps the Bavarians are arrayed against us in battle, 
what will history say when it becoipes known th^jt the 
• negotiations miscarried owing^to these collars ?’ More- 
over, the King is not the worst — but rather the Minister 
«f War.” As I was then called away I “could not for 
the jy^oment unriddle this mystery. I afterwards learned 
tbat the qi^estion w^s whether the Bavarian officers 
should in future wear the badge of their rank on their 
collars as hitherto, or on their shoulder-straps like ■ the 
North Gerrdan troops. Bucher having alluded to the 
strong Republican sympathies which Alten had yesterday 
displayed. Pleas also observed : “ Really if we had 
ImdWn what sort of people these Princes were at the time 
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fge were ^iscTjJsing Cr^painal Cod^ in the Diet 
we shonl^' not have helped to make» the provisious 
® respecting i^se-niaj^std so 3evei^>' The Chief r^Oiiarked, 
with'a laugh*; *“*Ever^*one of us has already (Reserved 
ten years’ penal servitude if ^hll our' jibbing at prince^ 
during ^ihe eal^aign were proved againsj^us.” 

• AVe were joined •at dinner by^ Count Frankenberg 
and Prince Putbi^s. . Both wor<i' the Iron Cross. , The 
guests mentioned that people were very anxious m 
BerliifTor the boxpbardment to Legin and grumble<J a 
great deal at its postponement. The rumour as to the 
influence of certain great ladies being one of the causes 
of the delay appears to b,e very widespread. “ I have 
often told the King so,” said the Chief, “ but it cannot be 
don% ; they ■will not have it.” “ The Queen ? ” suggested 
swme one. “ Several queens,” corrected tie Chancellor, 
“and princesses., I believe also that Masonic influences 
and scruples have helped.” He then again declared 
that' he regarded the investment of Paris as a blunder. 
“ I have never beer) in favour of it. If they had left 
it alone we should have made more progress, or at 
leeiat we should have had a better position ,before 
Europe. We have certainly not added to our prestige 
by spending eight weeks,, outside Paris. We ought co 
have left Paris alone and sought the French in the opeu 
country. But otherwise the bombardment ought to 
have,, begun at once. If a thing has to be done, d‘^»it I ” 
The conversation then turned upon the treatment of 
the French rural population, and Putbus related that a 
. .Bavarian oflficer had ordered a whole villeige to be 
burned to the ground and the wine in the qellars to be 
poured out into ° the gutter because the inhabitants of 
the place had acte4 treacherously. Some one else 
observed •that the soldiers at some other place had pven 
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acV« of treachery? The Minister a^ain praiseld the 
energy of the Bavarian^ iSut^said with regard t^.the, 
second c^^ ; “ One ought either to treat 'people as con- 
siflerately as possibld^ir to gut it but of their power to 
do mischief — onig or the bther.” ^ After riAecting for •a 
mijment, he added ; “»Be civil to the very last stop c)!^ 
;he gaUows, but hang alfthe same. • One should only be 
rude t^ a friend when one feels sure that he will not take 
it afiiiss. Ho\v rude one is to his w^6, for instance ! 
That reminds me, by the way^, Herr von Keudell, will 
you please telegraph to. Reinfeld, ' If a letter comes 
from Count Bismarck hold it Jback; and forward^ it to 
the Poste Restante* or to Berlin’? I have written 
various tljinga to my wife which are hot overflowing 
with loyal reverence. My jfather-in-law is an old gentle- • 
man of eighty-one, and as the Countesa has now h3ft 
Reinfeld, where she was on a visit to him, he would open 
and read the letter and show it to the pastor, 
would tell his gossips about it, and presently jt would 
get into the newspapers.’^ ^ 

Bleibtreu’s sketch rcpresenting^Gcneral Reille as he 
came yp 4he hill at Sedan to deliver Napoleon’s lettei* to 
^the^King was then, mentioned, and some one remarked 
th^ from the way in which the general wi^s taking off his 
cap, he looked as if he wdre going to shout Hurrah ! 
The Gbief said: “His demeanour was thoroughly 
dignified and correct. I spoke to him alone while the 
King was writing his reply. He .urged that hard 
conditions should not be imj>o8cd upon a great army 
which had foqght so bravely. I shrugged my shoulders. 
He then said rather thhn submit they would blow up 
l^the fortress- I, said, ‘ Well, do ach—rj^itessauter\* 1 
liim then if the Emperor could still depen^ upon 
vou I V 
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the i^nn^^and the oflB^erj. Jle said And whether 

his inertru^tions and oj^ers still held good in 
Reilly aru^ered t^iis questioTh ' also in the afljnnative, 
an^* as we* 8a%v, he* was right at the time.^ ... If 
Napoleon had only m^ede peat^e th^h I believe he wouM 
still a r^^)ected ruler. ^&ut he is a silly fool t I 
sftid so sixteen years ago when norohe would believe me. 
Stupid and sentiqicntal. The King also thought :^or the 
moment tluft it would be peace, and wanted me, to ^y 
whaF* conditions we should propose. But I saicl^ l^o 
him * Your Majesty, we can hardly have got '"as far 
as that yet.’ Their Highnesses and Serene Highnesses 
then pressed so close to us that I had twice to beg the 
King to move further off. I should have preferred to 
tefil them plainly, ' Gentlemen, leave us alone ; you have 
ilothing to do here.’ The one thing which prevented 
me^from being j;udo to them was that the brother of our 
Most Gracious was the ringleader and chief offender of 
the? whole prying mob.” 

• About 10 o’clo^ck I went down to tea, and found 
Bismarck — Bohlen and H^itzfeldt still there. The Chief 
was in the salon with the three Bavarian^ Pleni- 
l^crtsntiaries. In about a quarter of an hour he opened 
one side of the door, tent his head forward with hii^^, 
frieni^liest look, and came in with a glass in his has^d ^ 
and took a seat at the table. 

Well,!' he said, his voice and looks betrayjng his 
emotion, “the Bavarian Treaty is made and signed. 
German unity is sqcure, and the German Emperor too.” 
We were all silent for a moment. I then begged to be 
allowed to bring awt^y the pen with which he had signed 
it. “ In GodV name, bring all three,” he said ; but 
the gold one is not amongst them.” I went and took 
the three pens that lay near the document. Two oi^ 
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t m were sti^ w^t. Two eigpty cha5pagii^ bottles^ \ 
[>d close by. i* Bruig us anptUer bottle,”^ said the 
Chief to*the servant. • is. an eV^nt.” Then, after ' 
reflecting tor a while, he observe’d : “ Thb *now8pa{)?r8* 
vPill not be satisfied ,'^nd hb who^wVites history in the 
usual way m{Jy criticise our ag^ceme^Jl;. Hp may 
possibly say, ‘ Tbo str^jiid fellow should have asked f<3r 
more » he would have gSt it, os they .would have been 
compelled to yield.’ And he may bo right so far as the 
‘ colnpelled ’ is concerned. But whal^*l attached* ftiore 
importance to was that tfley should bo thoroughly 
pleased with the thing. .What are treaties when people 
are compelled to enter into them I • And 1 know that 
they went away pleased .... I did not want to 
squeeze them dr to make capital out of the situatibn. 
The Treaty has its deficiencies, but it is for that^ reason . 
all the more durable. ^'he future c;pi supply those 
deficiencies .... The King also was inA satisfied. 
He was of opinion that such a Treaty was not worth 
much. My opinion is quite dift’erentj I consider it one 


of the mqst important result# which we' have* attained 
during^ccent years. I finally succceifed in carrying it 
[throqgh by exciting apprehensions , of English iiitcr- 
vention unless the. matter were, .speedily settled .... 
An to the question ot the Emperor, I made that proposal 
palatable to them in the course of the negotiations by 
representing that it must be easier and more, satis factory 
fortheir sovereign to concede certain rights to thcGerman 
Emperor than to the neighbouring ^Cing of Prussia.” 

On the Minister then speaking somewhat -slightingly . 
of the King oT Bavaria, he was like, a boy, did not know 
his own mind, lived ia “ dreams,” and so on — Abeken 
(who had entered in the meantime, and was naturally 
aggilbved at these remarks) said : “ But surely the young 

y 2 



334 


thA aatgbl or dea th 


[Npv. 24, 1870 




Kin^ ia avery nice i^an j[ ” ^ “ 80 are aU of us here,”' 
said the Cfeief, as he looifed round at the whole compap5'’ 
one p.j'ter tftiother. ^ Loud-lau^ter from the Cetitre and 
the Left. 0'v^:iT a second bottle of champagne which he 
drank with us, the Cfhief cam& (I foj:^et how the eubjeeft 
was int^roduc^) to speak of his t)wn deatfi. He asserted 
tHat he should die. ii> his Tlst ^ea», a conclusion which 
he arrived at fronj some combinfition of figures w^ich I 
could not uhderstand. I said : “ Excellency must nbt 
do tlfet;. It wovfid be too early. One must drive a\^ay 
the Angel of Death ! ” • 

“No,” he replied. “ In 18Q6 — still fifteen years. I 
know it. It is a mystic number.” 

Thursday, November 2,Ath. — Busily engaged all the 
molning with various articles on the’ Treaty with 
<Bhvariao written in the sense of the Chiefs utterances of 
last night. WoUmann told me that a Colonel Krohn had 
arrested a hiwycr at a place in the Ardennes for having 
treefcherously entered into communication with a band 
of franctireurs, and fthe court-martial having sentenced 
the man to death, ho had pftssented a petition fqr pardon. 
The Chief had, howevejr, written to the Minister pi War 
to-day that he would advise the King tb let justice^ take 
its course. * , ‘ 

Cqlonol Tilly,’ of the General Staff, and Major Hdl 
are the Chiefs guests at dinner to-day. The Minister 
again complained that the military authorities «i_o not 
communicate sufficient information to him and too 
seldom consult him, “ It was just the same with the 
« appointment of Vogel von Falkenstein, who has now 
locked up Jacoby. If I have io speak on' that subject 
in the Keichstag;, I shall wash my hands of the matter. 
They could not possjbly have done moi;e to spoil the 
broth for mo.” “ I came to the war,” he repe&ted. 
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‘idisposed to TIo everything fcft' tlfb military ^dthoritjefT,- 
bift in •future I shall^ go ovhn to^ the ot^vocatea of 
Parliamentary government, arid if they wpriy me 
Qiore, !• shall hav^ a chjiir placed for myself on the 
extreme Loft.”. 

The Treaty'*wit]| Bavaria vwis then ihcntion^, ahd 
itr was said th*at th^ .^iflSculties which had been one 
■caunt^red arose partly on the Nationhl side, on which 
th^ Minister^ observed/ “It is really ^remarkablp^ how 
many .clever people there aye who, nevertheless, under- 
stand nothing about politics* For instance, the man 
who always sat on my right here (Delbrllck). A very 
clever man, but no .politician.”’ > 

Suddenly .changing the subject, he said : “ 'fhc 
English *are beside themselves, and their newspapers 
demand war on account of a note which is nothing’ 
more than a statement of opinion on a point of law— for 
that is all that Gortschakofl’s Note amounts to.” 

Later on the Minister returned once more to the 
postponement of the bombai^ment.’whiph hc> regarded 
as dangefous from a political standpoint. “ Hero wo 
have ndw collected this enormous nnass of siege artillery. 
The Vvhole world is waiting for ue to begin, and yet’ "the 
guns remain idle tip to the predent. That has certainly 
damaged us with the neutral Powers. The effect of our 
success at Sedan is very seriously diminished thereby, 
and When one thinks on what grounds.” One of* the 
causes of the delay brohght him to speak of the Crown 
Princess, of whom he said ; “ She Is in general a very 

clever person^ and really agreeable in her way, but she 
should not interfere in politics.” He then again related 
the anecdote about the glass of water which he told me 
near^rehanged, only this time it was in French that the 
Princess spoke. 
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Ertok*^, November * 25 th. — In the ftorning I 
out for th^ KitJ^ lin a»tlcle the I^eue Fre^e Pr^e, 

rin* j«4iich Qrg,r^ville’8, note is described aa«»tftaid and 
colourless ; and arrange fop the pepublicatio^ by t^ll 
our papers ^ France of the "^elegram of July last, in 
\jhich* Napoleon stated that the whol*' French people 
^.pproved of the 'declaration «:^war which he had just 
despatched.^ * * • " . 

"Whilst I WM walking witb^Wollmann in the°a^er- 
noon, he told rrie an anecdote of the Chief which is 
very neat — although I must add that my informant is 
not quite trustworthy, WoUmann said : “ On the night 
of the 14th to the 15th of June, 1866, Manteuffel tele- 
grp,phed that he had crossed the Elbe, and asked how 
he was to treat the Hanoverians. Thereupon the 
“Minister wrote the answer ‘ Treat them as country- 
men, if necessary to death.’ He asked me ; ‘ Do 

you understand that ? ’ ‘ Yes, Excellency,’ I replied. 

‘ aIi right then,’ he added, ‘ but, you see, it is for a 
general.’” , ' 

Saturday, November 26 th. — Wrote severAl articles, 
including one on Trochu’s extraordinary production in 
the Figaro of the 22nd instant, praising those whcTm ho 
considered specially deserving of commendation in the 
defence of the city. The Chief read over to me some 
of the passages he had marked, saying : ” These heroic 

deeds of the defenders of Paris are mostly of shch an 
ordinary kind that Prussian generals would not think 
them worth mentiobing ; while others are mere swagger 
and obvious impossibilities. Trochu’s brakes have made 
more prisoners when they are all^reckoned tip than the 
whole French army during the entire investment of 
Paris. Then here ift this Captain Montbrisson, wtjio is 
commended for having marched* at the head of his 
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<jplunaii to the«iittack, and tad^imself lii^^d ^ver d wall 
irf order to re<!6nnoitrc, — thafc^was merol^ l^iB duty. 
Then her^ this theatricS^f^vanity^ wfiero Private ^letty 
made prisoners of ^hree Prussians, ttt'^fei'raeit^ de^'son 
attitude. The firmness 'pf hid attitude I And our 
Pomeranians ate ^umhlc pie before hijSS 1 That may 
do for a Boulevard^ tljeatre, or a circus, — but "in 
rpali^ I Then this !f[off, who on^ several occasions 
adaughtered in single combat no less than twenty-scven 
Prussians I He must be/i Jew, this triple nine-poilfiider I 
Probably a cousin of Mfflz-IIofF of the Old or New 
Wilhelmstrasae — at any rate a ^lilcs Gloriosus. And 
finally this Terreaux, who captured a fanion, together 
with the poTte-Jajiion. That is a company flag for 
marking the line — which we do not use at all. ‘And 
the Commander-in-Chicf of an army officially repol'ts 
such stuff! Really this list of comivcndations is just 
like the battle pictures in the gallery of toutes les gloiiy^s 
de la France, wdierc each drummer at Sebastopol and 
Magenta is preserved for posteri^j^, simply bccau3e ho 
beat his’drum.'' 

At dinner the Chief comphyned : ‘‘ I was yesterday 
visited by a whole scries of nysfortunes, one on top of 
the other. JFicet of all some one wanted to see me on 
important business (Odo Russell). ^ I f^end word re- 
questing him to wait for a few moments, as I am 
engiJged on a pressing matter. On my asking for Jbim a 
quarter of an hour later, I find he has gone, and possibly 
the peace of Europe is at stake. 

Then I go to see the King as early Ha 12 o'clock., 
and the consequence is that I fall into the hands of the 
Grand Duke of Weimar, who obliged me, as his Chan- 
ceyor, to listen to a letter which he has written to an 
august personage .(the Emperor of Russia), and thus 
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^aet«B a^ood Heal of, tiipe. . . .*" Tam to tell higa 
'what I of the lettey, but I declined to do so, Have 

I then anything to otaject t45 ft ? he asked iu a piqued 
foife* I cifnfi(7t say* that either, although I would 
observe that I should have written tte letter differently. 
Wiat <Jo I wkdi altered ■? I stick to my. point, and say 
I eannot express an «opinion, because if the letter, went 
\9ith my correctioijs L should be 'n eld responsible for ifs 
contents. ‘ Well, then, I must speak to the ’King,’ 
‘Do sO,’ I reply ^coolly, ‘ and take over ‘the office of 
Chancellor of the Confederation, if you like. But if the 
letter goes off, I for my part shall immediately telegraph 
to the place of destinatiop that I have had nothing to 
do witS it.’ I thus lost an hour, so that telegrams of great 
* importance had to w'ait, and in the meantime, decisions 
ijiay ha'^e been arrived at and resolutions taken which 
would have very serious consequences for all Europe, and 
might change the political situation. That all came of 
its being a Friday. Friday negotiations, Friday 
measures ! ” 

Bucher'told mo the Crown Prince recently sfwd to the 
Chancellor that too little had been seemed by the 
Bavaman Treaty. After such great successes we ought 
to have asked for moye. “ Yes ; but how were we to ge^t 
it 1 ” asked the Chief. “ Why, we ought to force them,’” 
was the Crown Prince’s repl 3 u “ Then,” said the Chan- 
cellor^ “ I can, only recommend your Royal Highness to 
begin by disarming the Bavarian Army Corps here,” a 
remark which, of course, was intended ironically. 

Sunday, November 27 ^A. — We were joined at dinner 
by Count Lehndorff a^d Count Holnstein. The latter 
is Master of the Horse to King L^wis, and one of his 
confidential advisers. 

The Chief spoke at first of the Russian question. He 
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: “ Vienifc, Florence, end* Ccftistantino^* have not^ 
yfct expressed Iheix ^ews ; ^t. Petcraburg and 

Londoir bfive done so, and those ^re the j;nj>8t important 
factors.* There, hqwever, Jthe matter is satisfactory.” 

Subsequently hffairs .at hfunich \^rc discussed. 
Holnstein obssrvujg, amongst other tlfings, tiiat |hc 
French Legation had ^oatly deceived themselves befoso 
t^e outbreak of the war as to the attitude of Bavaria, 
They judged by two on three ardently Catholic aqc^ anti- 
Prussian salons, and evon t^iought thfct Prince Luitpold 
would become King. The* Chief replied : “ I never 
doubted that Bavaria would join us, but I had not hoped 
that she would decide so speedily to do so,” • 

Holnstein told us that a shoemaker in Munich Jhad 
made a good deal of money by letting his windows, from 
which a good view could «be had of the captured TurcoS 
as they marched by, and presented severrty-nine Horihs to 
the fund for the wounded soldiers. IVople had come 
even from Vienna to see that procession. This led* the 
conversation to the shooting these tFcaclu^ous 
Africans, *on which the Chief said : “ J'here should have 
been no question of making prisoners of these blacks.” 
Holnstein: “I believe* they do *not*do so any longer," 
Tfio Chief : “If I hod my way every soldier who made 
a* black man prisonbr should be placed »nder errest. 
They are beasts of prey, and ought .to be shot down. 
The fex has the excuse that Nature hits rrtade him so, 
but these fellows — they are abominably unnatural. 
They have tortured our soldiers to death in the most 
shameful way.” 



^ CHAPTER XIII 

REMOVAL OF THE ANXIETY RESPECTING THE BAVARIAN 

TREATY IN THE REiCHSTAG THE BOMBARDMENT 

FURTHER POvSTPONED. 

c ^ 

Monday, November — Prince Pless and Count 

Mattzahn dined with ns. At first the Minister spoke 
til&out Hume, the American .spiritualist, a doubtful 
charticte't, who tad been at Versailles, and who was to 
be arrested if he showed himself here again. The 
Chi^f then said : The fellow managed to sneak into 
the 'Crowpi Prince's. But that is explained by the fact 
that whoever can speak even broken English is welcome 
there. The next thing will be for them to appoint 
Colttael Walker my successor as Chancellor ofo the 
Confederation."^ Bohlen exclaimed, I suppose yfeu 
know ^that Garibaldi has been thrashed." Some oiTe 
observed that if he were taken prisoner he ought to be 
shot for having meddled in the war without authority. 

They ought to be first put into a cage like beasts 
in a menagerie," said Bohlen. ‘‘ No," said the Minister ; 

I have another idea. They sjrould be taken to Berlin, 
and marched through the town with these words on a 
placard suspended round their necks, ‘ Italians, House 

' Wftlker, the EngliBh ITutusoff of Count Bismarct' Bohlen, H.B.M.’e 
MUitAry Plenipotentiary at headquarterR, was not held in much eethlMition 
by the OhenfHjlnr end h\B 
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yQi Ck>rrectio1i, Ingrati tilde,'* and Ik' tlv?n* ^marched 
Aroug^ the town.” ^‘^ud *frftenj,vard8 Spandau," 
suggesCeA Bohlen. The Chief •added* Or oni^'iaight 
.inscribe merely the word^, ‘ Ita^^nns, Vcni<\e, Spandau.’” 

The Bavarian que^ioa and tlie situ%fion at Munich 
was then dis’<?uss%d. The Chief said The *Kina is 
\ind«cidecl. It is ol>^i#us that he would rather n#t. 
He flccorcMngly pretends to be ill, has toi^thachc, keeps 
^ Ifis bed,^w"here the* Ministers canin^t roach him. Or 
he retires to a distant huiUing-box rti the mountains to 
which there is no telegrapli line, nor even a proper 
road.’' 

Some one having remarked that in tlic presont^ircum- 
stances he is^ after all, the best Bavarian ruler fon our^ 
purpose, the Chief said: “Yes; if he w^erc to die he would * 
be succeeded by little Otto, whom we have had here. A 
poor creature, with very little intclli^encg. He would 
be entirely in the hands of the Austrians and yitra- 
mon tones. He has ruined himself ; that is, if }\e was 
ever worth anything.” 

General Reille/s name again brought up the question 
of Napoleon's ^surrender. “The King thought,”^ said 
yi(f Chancellor, “ on reading Napoleon's letter, that it 
jneant more ’fof us than it did. ‘ Ib^ must at least 
surrender Metz to us,' sajd the King to nte. I Veplied, 

^ I do not know, your Majesty ; we arc not aware what 
pov^r he still has over the troops.' The Emperor 
should not have needlessly surrendered himself as a 
prisoner, but have made peace w^Ah us. flis generals 
would have followed Inm.” The Minister then again 
related thti incident of the letfer \Yeimar wished to 
write to the Emperor Alexander ; and it appeared that 
thg day befofe yesterday the Chi<?f had, in a moment of 
irritation, represented the expressions wl>ich he had 






to Gratid Duke gi3*8tronger tb^ 
ay actu^iljy "were., A«cordirvg,^ the present ^count, 
^ ebi&.&r aaidf in .conclusion, that bis only obj^c^ was a 
patriotic on§. Tie (tb^ Minister) replied be qftite be-* 
^ieved tbat, it would not mfike tbe letter any more 
useful. * Tbe letter bas probably nobibeefi sent oflF. 

The question of the bombardment then came up* 
and, in connection therewith, the intrigues which are 
noy being carried on by Bishop Dupanloup, and the 
part he played in the opposition at the Vatican Council. 
“Women and freemasons,” said the Chief, “are chiefly 
responsible if our operations against Paris are not con- 
ducted as energetically as they should be. Dupanloup 

has ,*influenced Augusta He also wrote me a 

pile of letters, and took me in to such an extent- that I 
sent thebi to Twickenham.” ^ (The Chancellor must 
have meant, Chihlehurst). “ He must be packed off 
when our people get to Orleans, so that Von der Tann 
may not be swindled by him.” .... “That reminds 
me,” continued the Chief, “ that the Pope has written a 
very nice letter to^the French Bishops, or to several of 


them, saying that they should not enter mto any under- 
standing with the GaribAidians. ” 

Somebody having expressed anxiety about som^^ 
matter 'which 1 wrfs unable to catch, the Chief observed ; 
“ A more important question for me — indeed, the most 
important — is what will be done at Villa Coublay ;"'that 
is the main point. The Crown T*rince said recently, 
when I mentioned the matter to him, ‘ I am ready to 
^ve up the command for that purpose.’ I felt like 
replying, ‘And I, am prepared to assume it.’’ Give me 
the post of Commander-in-Chief for twenty-four hours, 
and, I will 'take it updb myself. I would then give Qpe 
ixfininand only : ‘ Commence the bombardment.’ ” 


Villa Cou|jlay^ is a pbM^ no^ far ftom ^STmillnn^ 
siega park has ^en collected Md 
remains •instead of beiBg* placed irf position. Bpoher 
tells me £hat the Chancellor has appc*ilS<f directly* to 
the King to hasten ihe bdmbardment. The Chief con- 
tinued : ” The^sertion'of the generals ^at thgy have 
not enough ammmti^on is untrue* •They do not wrfht 
to begin because the Mcir Appancnt^ doea not wish if. 
He doga not wish it because his wife and* his mothor- 
in-iaw are against it. * 

“ They have brought together three hundred cannon 
and fifty or sixty mortan?, and five hundred rounds of 
ammunition for each gun. That is certainly enough. 

I have been spcakiitg to artillerymen, who said tfiat they 
had not used half as much ammunition at Strassbur^ as 
they have collected here and Strassburg was a QibralAs 
compared to Paris. It would be casy^to fire the «bar- 
racks on Mont Valt5rien, and if the forts ^f Isay and 
Vanvres were properly shelled so that the garrisons 
should be compelled to bolt, the enceinte (of cours% we 
know it), would be of little* importance. Th*e ditch is 
not bijiader than the length of this room. I am con- 
vinced that if 'fie jx)ujrcd shells int« the city itself* for 
five or six days, and they found.out that our guns reached 
fwther than theirs — •that is to say, 9,000 ^anls— Paris 
would give in. True enough the wealthier quarters are 
on tljjs side of the city, and it is a matter of indiffci^jncc 
to the people at Bellavillc whether wc blow them to 
pieces or not ; indeed, they arq, pleased when wc 
destroy the houses of the richer classes. As a maftor • 
of fact, we ought to have attacked Paris from another 
direction ; or still better, left it altogether alone, and 
continued our/orward march. Nq,w, however, that we 
hav€ begun, we most set about the affair in earnest. 
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j Staxving mem out m^y last a long 'tim^ perhaps till 
^e spring. " At any rate^'^they have flour enough up ^ 
Janua^. . c, , If iiad.beg^a^l the bombardment at 
the nght tiihe, there would have been no question of 
the Loire army. Alter the engagement at Orleans,"’ 
where de^^Tann was obliged to retire, the mihtary 

authorities (not I) regarded our pdsitiou in Versailles 
as critical. Had we begun the lyombardment four ^eeks 
ago, we should now in all probability be in Paris, and 
that is' the main pijint. As it is, however, the Parisiatis 
imagine that we are forbidden to fire by Ijondoh, St. 
Petersburg, and Vienna ; while, on the other hand, the 
neutral Powers believe that we are not able to do so. 
The true reason, however, will be known at a future 
tim6. One of its consequences will be ' to lead to a 
T^strictiqp of personal rule.” 

In the evening I telegraphed to London that the 
Reichstag had voted another hundred million thalers for 
the continuation of the war with France, eight social 
democrats alone opposing the grant. Also that Man- 
teufifel has* occupied Amienc. Several paragraphs were 
afterwards written for the Norddeutsche, including one 
(on ■ithe directions of the Chief) -in which the moderate 
demands of the Chancellor in the negotiations wirti 
Bavaria were ^defended as being notronly right and fair, 
but also wise and prudent. I said that the object was 
not ^o much to secui-e this or that desirable conc^j^sion 
from the authorities at Munich as to make the South 
German States feel Sjatisfied in forming part of the new 
.orgtmisation of united Germany. Any pressure or 
coercion for the purpo^ of obtaining further concessions 
would, in view of the circumstance that they had 
fulfilled their patriotyj duty, be an act of ingratitude ; 
'Vfhile, in addition, it would have been, above all thifigs. 
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impolitic to ^ snow ourselves more exacting ih our 
'^manda upon our allies. The^ discontent ^hick woulij 
have recited from aucl^ati exercise *iof force Voul^ have 
far outweighed half a dozen more favoftrable clauses in 
the Treaty. That* discontent w'ould soon ‘have shown 
the neutral Pbwcrs, such as Austria, >'^cro insert 
the thin edge. <jf wedge in order to loosen Jnd 
ultin^ately destroy the nuity which h{»d been achieved. 

* At dinner I suggested to Bucher thaff it mi^ht be 
W(*irto ask ^e Chiefs leave to hint yl the press at the 
real Cause of the postponeVnent of the bombanlment. 
He agreed with me that it would, and added : “ 1 
myself have already vehemently attacke<l Augusta in 
the newspapers.” ‘ On the Chancellor sending for mo 
in the eveniifg, I said : “ May 1 venture to ask your , 
Excellency a question ? Would you have any nbjectron 
if I made a communication, in an indirect way, to»noji- 
official organs respecting the causes of the fTostponement 
of the bombardment, in the sense in which they’iiave 
repeatedly been discussed at ta^le ? ” He reflected 
for a moment, and then .'♦aid, “ ]>o us you like." I 
accor<iingly wrote two paragraphs — one for tlie VossiacJic 
Zcituiuj, and ohe for .the UTw?- Zi’itumj, which had 
oopied out by another hand iy Berlin, and forwarded to 
*heir destination. ■ 

One of these paragraphs ran as follows : — 

“Versailles, November ‘2t)th. It has-been asiierted 
here for some considerable time past that the real cause 
of the postponement of the borrvbartlment is not so 
much a scarcity of ammunition for the siege guns thali 
were brouglit here weelcs ago, nor the strength of the 
forts and ramparts of Paris ; in short, ‘that the delay is 
not due to jnilitary considcratiops, but rather to the 
in^ence of very highly placed ladies, and^ — can it be 
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•credited ?-^— of freemascMis. ^ I ^can assure you, on veiy 

good aut?horfty, that thes^ rumoui’s are 'not unfounded^ 

"I^have^ no Reason to apprehend' a denial wher£*I add 

that the interfei?fence of one of these ladies has been 

prompted by' a wcll-kn6wa French prelate, who took a“ 

prominefit par^dn the opposition" at the Vatican Council. 

Fof the moment we would only agk a few questions : 

Is it true humanity, to*let masses'-bf gallant soldiers fall 

a prey to the hardships of the investment by postponing 

an artillery attack jnerely in order to save a' hostile city 

from damage ? Is it good policy to let the impression 

produced by Sedan upon the neutral Powers be frittered 

away such a postponement ? Is that true free- 

^masonry which troubles itself with political questions ? 

^ It was thought hitherto that politics were fiot permitted 

t9 enter into the German lodges.” 

Tuesday, Nonfmber 29th. — In the afternoon I sent 
off another article on the Treaty with Bavaria, which is 
to bo ‘reproduced and circulated in Berlin. It is becoming 
more' and niore difhcvlt to satisfy the people there. 

Lieutenant-General von Hartrott joined us at dinner. 
The distribution of the Iron Cross having ^.been 
mentioned, the Chief observed : “ The’ army doctors 
should receive the black and white ribbon. They arfe 
under fire, aud it requires much more courage and" 
determination to quietly allow one’s self to be shot at 
than ±0 rush- forward to the attack. . . . Blumenihal 


said to me that properly speaking ^he could do nothing 
to deserve the Cross, as he was bound in duty to keep 
' out of danger of being shot. For that reason when in 
battle he edways sought a position from which he could 
see well but could not be easily hit. And he was 
perfectly right. A „ general who exposes himself 
uaneceasarily ought to be put under arrest.” 
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^ The Ohaacellor then , remarked auddeiu^ : *“ The 
Sing told me ati untruth to-d^. I aske^ hifn if the 
bombaidment was not ft)*contniencer and Jie th%t 

he had ^jr^ered it. ^ But I knew immediately that that 
Vas not true. I know h*pi. He cannot lie, or at least 
not in such a thaf it cannot be directed.* Her at 

gnce ^changes eoloiA"^and it was particularly noticeabje 
when, ho rej)licd to my Tluestion tct-day. When I look^ 
at l^im. straight into^his eyes he could dot stand it.” 
Tlie conversation then turned upon tiie conduct of the 
war. * The Minister said : ^ Humility alone leads to 
victory ; pride and self-conceit to an opposite result.” 

The Chancellor, speaking of his'friend Die tze^ talked 
of his natural inborn heartiness — 'poHtvsse du cteur. 
Abeken , asked if that term was originally French, as 
Goethe uses it — Hojlick^il des Ilei'zens ‘ilt must 
come from the German, I fancy.” “ It certainly ch>e8,” 
replied the Chief. “ It is only to be found'amongst the 
Germans. I should call it the politeness of good-'wdll — 
good nature in the best sense of tha word, thc^poliSllncss 
of helpful benevolent feehn^. You ^nd that amongst 
our c<*mmon soldiers, although,^ of course, it is some- 
times expressed^rathcr crudely.^ The French havft* not 
gbt it. They only know the .politeness of hatred and 
Aivy. It would be xsasier to find 8om(;thi>ig of the kind 
amongst the English,” he* added ; and then went on to 
praiae Odo Russell, whose pleasant, natural mannsr he 
greatly .appreciated. At first one thing aroused a 
little suspicion against him in .my mind. I have 
always heard and found that Englishmen* who know* 
French well not worth much^ and he speaks quite 
excellent French. Bht he can also expVess himself very 
well in German.” 

fAt dessert the Minister said : “ I recogjnise that I 

VOL. I 2 
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eat t^o ^uch, or, more <^rreetly, too mu^h at a time. 
Tt is a |)ity\hat I cannot get rid of the absurd practice 
?f o^ly eatin^^ once a day.* T^brmerly it was stfll worse, 
[n the morning I dra^nk my tea and,, ate nothipg until 
5 o’clock in* evenmg, w^nle I smoked incessantly. 
Fhat did me a'^’great dea^of harm. Now, on the advice 
my doctor, I take 'h.t least two eggs in the morning 
and smoke little. ' Btit I should eat oftener yefe if I 
take anything late I cannot slcep^^ as I only digest while 
awake. This morning, howevey, I got up early. I was 
waked by the firing just at the time when I sleep best, 
that is between 7 and 9 o’clock, and as it seemed to be 
near I sent to inquire if the King was going to the 
scene of the engagement. Otherwise he might start 
suddenly and go nobody knows where, or wherev^ nothing 
Is to be seen.” 

While at tea- the conversation turned once more on 
the now constant theme of the postponement of the 
bombardment, and afterwards on the Geneva Con- 
venfion, fbe Minister said must be denounced, as 

it was impossible „fo conduct war in that manner. 

“ The principal rf,ason why the bombardment is 
delfi5^ed,” said the - Chtyacellor, ' is the sentimentr-bty 
of the Queen of England > and the interference of Queen 
Augusta. . .. . That seems to be a characteristic of the 
Hohcnzollerns — their women folk have always a great 
influence upon them. It was not so with Frederioic the 
Great, but with his successor and the late King, as well 
as the present Most Gracious and his future Majesty. 
'The most curious example is, that of Prince Cj^arles, 
who is anything but a good husband, and yet depends 
upon his wife, indeed he is thoroughly afraid of her 
and is guided by her wishes. . . . But it is somewhat 
diflferent "mth these two (the King and the Crown 




^^rince). THfey want to be praisM. They^Iihe^ to have 
ft said^in the ^nglisl^^^nd French press tjiat they are, 
considdVate and generous, 'fhey find J^hat% the G^rmafts 
^praise them enough as it js.” ^ • 

It appear^i that De^brlfcck has not e.'^ressed himself 
very clearly imhis^telegram respecting the prospect of 
the ^greemenl witlf ^varia being sanctioned by the 
JDiet? It seems as if there were not Vsuffichent members 
^o^ef^ht to ^form tho necessary quo^;um, and •tWat it 
wouhi be opposed both hy the Progressists and National 
liberals. The Chief observed : “ So far as the Pro- 
gressists are concerned, their conduct is consistent. 
Tliey wish to return to tlic state of affairs* which 
prevailed in ^1849. But the National Liberals 4 If 
they will not have now what they were striving for 
with all tlieir might at the beginning of the year, in 
February, and what it now depends uyon them to 
secure, then we must dissolve. The new electionf^ will 
weaken the Progressist party still more, and scape of 
the National Liberals will^also Idfee their fieats. But 
in that* case the Treaties would ifot be completed. 
Bavai^ia would reconsider the m^itter ; Beust would^ put 
his* finger in the pie, and wc^ do *not know what the 
result would ' be. I cannot Well go to Berlin. It is 
a very uncomfortable journey and ttike^? up a* lot of 
time, and besides I am really wanted here.’’ 

Proceeding from this point tho Minister spoke of 
the position of affairs in 1848. “ At that period tho 

situation was for a long time very favoui^able for. the 
unifi|^tion of German}^ under Prussia. The smaller 
Sovereigns* were for .the most part pv)werle88 and de- 
spondent. If they could only save their money, their 
domains and* their appropriation^ they were prepared 
to consent to everything. The Austrians were engaged 
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Avith^Hi^^ary and >taly. The Tsar Nicholas would# 
not have intervened aj; •that ^ time. If they orrfy 

a /e^o^ute way. previous to May, 1849^ come 

to terms with tlie sn^aller States the^y would doubtless 
have carried ^e Sou^i with theni, particularly if the 
WUrtemberg and Bavaidan armies joined the Baden 
Involution, which* Was not irp^ossi\)le at that >tage. 
Time was lost, Irowever, through hesitation and half 
mea^jes, and so the opportunity was thrown away.’' , 

About 11 o’clock another telegram arrived from 
Verdy respecting this morning’s sortie which was 
directed against La Hayc. Five hundred red breeches 
were i?iade gi^soners. The Cliief l)itterly regretted that 
further pri^ners should be taken, and that it was not 
possible to shoot them down on the spot. “We have 
Inore than enough of them, while the Parisians have 
the "'advantage uf getting rid of so many mouths to 
feed, which must now be supplied by us, and for whom 
we can hardly find room.” 

^^ech\esday, November 30^A. — AVrote fully to 
Treitschke, giving him the reasons why the demands 
which he and those pf his way of thinking consider 
absbiutely necessary had not been made upon - the 
Bavarians. Arranged to have a simila-r communication 
made to Schmidk 

The Chief seeins to be seriously considering the idea 
of asking th6 King to relieve him of his office. Accord- 
ing to Bucher he is already on the point of resigning. 

“The Chief,” hu said, ‘‘informed me of something 
to-day whicb nobody else knows. He is serious^ con- 
sidering whether he will not break with the King.” I 
* said that in that case I should also take my leave. I 
did not wish to seiwe under any one else. Bucher : 
“ Nor I ei^er. I, too, would then resign.” 
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V At dinner at which Pjincg P«tbu 3 and Odo Russell' 
^re pfesent, tlfe Chief related ^that he ha^ once tried 
to use liis ^knowledge o^1$tat6 secrvls for^thS purpose <^f 
speculating in stocks, but that his^ attelnpt was not sue- ' 
cessful. “ I was edmmiss^pned ih Berlin,” lio said, “ to 
speak to Nape^Jeon on* the qqestion of^euchitcl. » It 
mus^^'have been in*the spring of 185^. I was to inqdiro 
as to his. attitude towards that •question. Now, I 
knev'that his answer would be favourable, and that 
this would rhean a war ^vith Switzerlafid. Accordingly, 
on my way through Frantcflirt, where I lived at that 
time, I called upon RotJischild, whom I know well, and 
told him I intended to sell certain* stock which ^ hold, 
and which showed no disposition to rise. ‘ I would not do 
that,’ said Rothschild. ‘ That stock has good prospects. 
You will sec.’ ‘Yes,’ I, said ; ‘but if you knew £be 
object of my journey you would thinly otherwise.’’ He 
replied that, however that might be, he cofTld not advise 
me to sell. But I knew better, .sold out and depitrted. 
In Paris, Napoleon was very 2)lea‘iftnt and amiable. It 
was true'he could not agree* as the I^ing wanted to let 
us march through Alsace-Lorra^ic, which would create 
great excitement in Piance, buj:. in ‘every other rRepect 
lie entirely approved of our plans. ‘It could only be a 
matter of satisfaction to him if that ^esh of deijiocrats 
were cleared out. I wa’s, therefore^ so far successful. 
But^I had not reckoned with my King, who had ki the 
meantime, behind my back, made different arrange- 
ments — probably out of consideration for Austria ; 
and i|p the affair was dropped. There was' no war,*and 
my stock rose steadily from thart time forward, and I 
had reason to regret parting with theru.” 

ViUa Coublay and the boirvbardment were then 
referred to, and the alleged impossibility of bringing up 
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oace> tiieriecessary supply of ammunitiofl. The Chief, 
said : “ IJiav^ already in:^rmed the august gentlemei/ 
•a couple of times that we •haVe'^diere a whole herd of 
horsSs that mhst he riddeu out daily merely for exercise. 
Why should they not*be employed <for once to better 

? > > ^ r 

\ 

It was mentioned that the Palaz2io Caffarelli in Rome, 
had been purchased, foi> the German Embassy, and both 
Russell and Abeken said it was a verj^ fine building. 
The Chancellor observed ; “ Well, we have 'also hand- 
some houses elsewhere, in Paris and in London. Accord- 
ing to Continental ideas, however, the London house 
is too small. Bernstorff has so little room that he has 
to give up his own apartments when he has a reception 
or aify other function of the kind. His Secretary of 
’Epibassy ^s bettor off in that respect. The Embassy 
in Paris is handsq:jnc and well situated. Indeed, it is 
probably the best Embassy in Paris, and represents a 
considerable money value, so that it has already occurred 
to me*^hether it migj^it not be well to sell it and give 
the interest on the capital to the Ambassador as an 
allowance for rent. The interest on two and a half 


milliojb francs would , be a considerable addition to bis 
salary, which only amounhs to one huudred thousand 
francs. But on thinking the matteroover more I found 
that it would not do. It is not becoming, not worthy 
of a g^eat State, that its Ambassador should live i" a 
hired house, where he would be subject to notice to 
quit, and on leaving vjould have to remove the archives 
ifli a cart. We ought, and must have, our own houses 


everywhere.” . . . “ Our London house is au excep- 
|%oixal case. It belongs to the King, and everything 
wnpends on the way ip which the Ambassador knows 
hbiw to look after his own interest. It may happen thkt 
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^he King receives no reijt — ^thai actually ooes ^occur 
sometimes.” 

The JChief spoke ver^* highly of 'Napier, •the former 
English^Ambassadpr in Berlin. “ He Vaa very eaa^ to 
get on with. Buchanan Vas afto a good * man, rather 
dry, perhaps, bjjt absolutely trustworthy-? Now jvo have 
Lofti^s. The •position of an English Ambassador* in 
J^erlim has jte own sj^ecfkl. duties and difficulties, if onfy 
Qn account of the personal relations of tMb two Royal 
families. It' demands a great deal gf tact ancf care.*' 
(Presumably a quiet hint tlfat Loftus does not fulfil 
those requirements.) 

The Minister then led the •conversation on to^Grain- 
mont. He said : Grammont ami Ollivier strike me 
also as a. pretty pair ! If that had happened to m(f — if 
I had been the cause of ^uch disasters, I would* at Icfl^si) 
have joined a regiment, or, for the ma^cr of that, have 
become a franctireur, even if I had had * 1:0 swing for 
it. A tall, strong, coarse fellow like Grammont would 
be exactly suited for a soldier's life^" 

Russdll mentioned havirTg once se^n Grammont out 
shootrtig in Rome dressed in blu^^ velvet. “ Yes," added 
the»Chief, '' he is a gO(5d sportsipan. • He has the str«4igth 
ol: muscle required for it. He would have made an 
excellent gamekeeper. But as a Mii^istej’ for foreign 
Affairs, one can hardly coViceive how Napoleon came to 
select him." 

The Minister joiiAid us at the tea-table about 10 
o'clock, and referred again to the bombardment. He 
said : I did not from ^he very beginning Cvish to liava 
Paris invested. If what the general staff said at 
Ferriferes were correct, namely, that they could dispose 
of a couple ©f the forte in three dftys, and then attack 
the weak enceinte, it would have been all ri^ht. But it 
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was a'mistake to let 60,000 j’egulars keej* an army ofv 
200,000' m6n engaged „ in watching' them.” ^ “ Oi^ 
month^ up *to ^edad, and " her(5 ’^ve have already spent 
tLree months, f<Sr to-morrow is the, 1st of December. 
If we had telegraphed ftnmedfately ifter Sedan for siege 
guns w^ should he now in the city, and ^"here would be 
no intervention on'the part of the.-rieutml Power^. If 
lliad known that three months ’hgo I should, have»been 


extremely ankious. The danger of intervention on th^ 
part df'the neutral. Powers increases daily. ' It begins in 
a friendly way, but it may end very badly.” Keudcll 
remarked : “ The idea of not -bombarding first arose 
here.” ^ “ Yes,” replied the Chief, “ through the English 
letters to the Crown Prince.” 

Thursday, December 1st . — We were joined at dinner 
by* a first lieutenant. Von Sajdern, who took part in 
the last engagem/int between the 10th Army Corps and 
the Loire arniy. According to him that corps was for a 
considerable time surrounded by the superior French 
force 'St Beaune la IV)lande, the enemy endeavouring to 
force theiirway through obe of our wings^ towards 
Fontainebleau. Our soldiers defended themselvet, with 
the gi’eatest gallantry ,and determination for seven 
hours, Wedel’s troops and. the men of the 16th regiment 
specially distinguishing themselves.” “Wo made over 
1600 prisoners,” said Saldern; “ and the total loss of 
the French is-estimated at four to five thousand.” . “I 
should have been better pleascdr” said the Chief, “ if 
they had all been corpses. It is simply a disadvantage 
to u& now to make prisoners.” 

The Chief afterwards gave Abeken instructions re- 
specting communications to be made to the King. The 
Chancellor looked through a number of despatches and 
reports with him. Pointing to one document he saiifL : 
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Do not giv* him that w\thojit am explanatn^n. * Tell 

^ hiWi how the matter arose, otharwse he wilf misunder- 
stand it.^ That long de^atch from Beijpsfbrff-ywell^ 
you can ^how him that also. But the newspaper article 
enclosed — the gentlhmen *<jf the* Embasw ‘take things 
very easy — I tjve alre*ady sa^d frequeEfly that sush 
articl^ must be trliaslated, or, btftter still, that they 
should be .accompanied by a prdcis. And tell his 
IVJaje^ty also,” said thjj Minister in conclilsion, “that, 
properly speaking, we ought not to allcav the Frenchman 
to join the Conference in Londbn ” (the approaching Con- 
ference on the revision of the Paris Treaty of 1856), “as 
he would represent a Governrrfent which ig not 
recognised by the Bowers, and which will have no legal 
existenc <4 for a long time to come. We can do i? to 
please Russia in this question. At any rate, if he begins 
to speak of other matters he must at orvje be sent about 
his business.” 

The Chief then related the following incident : “To- 
day, after calling upon Roon, I m*de a round ^ich 
may prove to have been dseful. I inspected Marie 
Antoinette’s apartment in the palace, and then I thought 
I Awould see how the Vounded, were getting on. "The 
se'Want who ^cted as my guide had a pass-key, so I 
decided not to go in* by the main entrjmco, but by the 
back way. I asked one of the hospitM attendants what 
food»)the people had. Not very much. A* little soup, 
which was supposed to be bouillon, with broken .bread 
and some grains of rice, which were not even boiled soft. 
There was hardly any m^t fat in it. ‘ And how about 
wine ? and do they get any beer ? ’ I asked. They got 
about half a glass of wine during the ‘day, he said. I 
inquired of another, who had had ,none, and then of a 
th^ who had had some three days ago and none since 
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then."* I^tnen went oa to jq^ue^tion severalcof the men, in' 
all aboQt a* dozen, dowa to the PoleS, who c^nld 
pn^ei^^tand n\p, but sl^owM tlf^ pleasure at ^mebody 
taking an interest in them by smiling. So ihat our 
poor wounded soldiers*" do npt getV'hat they ought to, 
and suffer from cold besides, because the^rooms must not 
be*warmed for fe^ <5f injuring th# {)ictilres. As^jf the 
life of one of our* soldiers was 'hot worth mpre than aP 
the trashy pictures in the palace The servant tt)bi n\e 
also that the oilolamps only i;amained alight until 11 
o'clock, and that after th^ft the men have to lie in the 
dark until morning. I had previously spoken to a non- 
comm^sioned officer,' who‘was wounded in the foot. He 
said he did not want to complain, although things could 
be much better. Some consideration was paid to him, 
but as tC' the others ! A member of the Bavarian Am- 
bulahce Corps now plucked up courage, and said that 
wine and beer had been provided, but that half of it had 
probhbly been intercepted somewhere ; it was the same 
withTiot food and ot4ier presents. I then made my way 
to the chief surgeon. ‘ How about provisions for the 
wounded?'! asked. ^Ho they get enough to^^ eat ? ' 

‘ Hcflfe is the bill oBfarg/ he replied. ‘ That is no good 
to me,' I said ; ‘ the people cannot eat .paiper. Do the'y 
get wine ? ' ‘dlalf a litre daily.' ‘^Excuse me, but tha'f 
is not true. I have questioned tlie men, and I cannot 
believe theywere lying when they told me that ^ithey 
had not received any.' ‘ I call God to witness that 
everything here is • done properly and according to 
instructions* Please come witl^ me and I will question 
the men in your presence.' ‘ I will do nothing of the 
kind,’ I answered ; ‘ but measures shall be taken to have 
them questioned by the auditor as to whether they have 
received what has been ordered for them by flie 
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IB Rector.’ Ho turned deajUy^alo — I see him n(^ — 
^an\ld wound showed up on his /ace. ‘Thatfp-ould be'a 
great redaction upon rilV/ he ^d! ‘ ^-ertainly,’^ I 

replied, ‘ arid it ought to be. I shall takft care that tfie 
adair is inquii'ed into^^ — and ’^pcedfly.’ ” ^ “ What I 

should like best would 15c to induce the ^ing t 4 > visit 
the wounded with rdJe.^” He afterwards added ; “ We 
have two classes in particular amongst whom frauds 
occur the weavils that have to do witli* the com- 
missariat and the officials in the jjublix? works depai’t- 
ment, especially in the water works. Then the doctors. 
I remember not long ago-r-it must be about a year and a 
half ago — there was a great inquiry into frauds ^con- 
nected with the passing of recruits for the army, in which, 
to my amazement, some thirty doctors were involved.^ 
About 10*. 30 r.M. tbe Chief joined us at tea.' 
After a while he remarked : The newspapers are dis- 
satisfied with the Bavarian Treaty. I expected as 
much from the beginning. They are displeased that 
certain officials arc called Bavarian, although they will 
have to conform entirely to bur laws. ^ And the same 
with regard to the army. The beer tax Ls also not to 
their Jiking, as if we had not haej it dor years past tin 
the Zollverein. And so on with a* crowd of other 
objections, although after all the impoi^tont point has 
been attained and properly secured.'' . . They talk as if 
we had been wageing war against Bavaria' as we did 
in 1866 against Saxony, although this time we have 
Bavaria as an ally on our side.".. .‘‘Before approving 
the treaty they want to wait and see whether the 

^ These suBpicioim, though fully justified by appearances, were sub- 
Boquently showTi to be for the greater part unfoundott, except that there 
waa inadequate proviaion for the requirementa of the wounded. I 
reproduce the episode as evidence of the Blinisler's usual humane feeling 
and love of justice. 
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unity of 'Germany will j. be ^ secured in the form they 
prefer. They can wajt a long time for that. Tlhe 
coursp they a^e talnn^ leads ‘dfily to fresh delays, while 
speedy action ts necessary. If we, hesitate the devil 
will find tifiie to sow dissensions. The treaty gives us 
a^great deal. Whoever wants 'to have everjdhing runs 
tlfe risk of getting nothing. They 'Are not content with 
what has been achieved. They^equire more uniformity. 
If they wofild only remember the position oG affairs 
five years ago, aiVc^ what they would then liilve been .satis- 
fied with I ”... “A Consiitucnt Assembly ! But what 
if the King of Bavaria should not permit rej^resentatives 
to be elected to it"^ The Bavarian people would not 
compel him, nor would I. It is easy to find fault when 
one has no proper idea of the condition's which govern 
the situation.” 

The Minister then came to speak on another subject; 
“ I have just' read a report on the surprise of the Unna 
battalion. Some of the inhabitants of Chatillon took 
part in it — others, it is true, hid our people. It is a 
wonder that they did not burn down the town in their 
first outburst of anger. Afterwards, of course, in cold 
bio ad that would not do.” ’ 

After a short jxiusc, the Chief took some coins out of 
his pocket and played with them for'a moment, remarking 
at the same time: “It is 'surprising how many re- 
spectably dressed beggars one meets with here. There 
were some at Rheims, but it is -much worse here.” . . . 
“ How seldom one now sees a gold piece with the head of 
- Louis Philippe or Charles X. ! When I was young, be- 
tween twenty and thirty, coins of Louis XVI. and of the 
fat Louis XVIIi. were still to be seen. Even the ex- 
pression ‘ louis d’or ’ ’s no longer usual with us. In pofite 
circles one speaks of a firiedrich d’or.” The ChanceMor 



349 


Dec. i_i 87 o^ WEIGHING UP PHE WAR JNDEAfWlTY 

•- » • 

then balanced A napoleon oij the tip of hi* middle dnger, 
askif he were we^hiug it, and pontinued : “ A^^tundred 
million double napoleon^ d'or would reprefyju* aboyt the 
amount the war, indemnity up to thft present — laler* 
on it wiU be more, fbur thousandhnillion frahcs. Forty 
thousand thalers in gold would makt? a hijndred- 
weight,' thirty hundredweight would make a load fof a 
heavy .two-l^orse waggon‘^(I know that because I once 
h^d tc> •convey fourteen thousand thalers iti gold from 
Berlin to my’own house. What a \V(?ight it was’) — 
that would be about 800 wfjggon loads.” “ It would 
not take so long to collect the carts for that j)urpo 3 c as 
it does for the ainiiuinition for the bombardment.” 
observed some one, who, like most of us, was losing 
patience .at the slow progress of the preparations. 
“Yes,” said -the Chief; “ Roon, however, told, me the* 
other day, he had .several hundred ca^ts at Nanteuil, 
which could be used for the transport of 'Timmunition. 
Moreover some of the waggons that arc now drawn by 
six horses could do with four for a tinge, and the two’spare 
horses thus could be used fof bringing^ uj) ammunition. 
We han^e already 318 guns here, but they w'ant forty 
more, and Roon says Ife could |javc*them also brcAight 
up. The others however won’t hear of it.” 

Hatzfeldt afterwitrds said : “ It is (^nly.six or.scven 
weeks since they altered* their minds. At Ferriferes, 
whila*we were still on good tcirns with them, Brousart 
and Verdy said we ccnild level the forts of Issy and 
Vanvres to the ground in thirty-aix hours, and then 
attack Paris itself. Later on it was suddenly found to . 
be impossible.” “ Because of the letters received from 
London,” exclaimed *Bismarck-Bohlen.’ I asked what 
Moltke thought of the matter. “Jde does not trouble 
hirSself about it 1 ” answered Hatzfeldt. But Bucher 
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declare^ tliat^oltke wgnt^ the bombardment to take 
place. ^ ^ 

^riddy^ ^December ‘ind.^—l see Neininger in the 
morning and 'learn that he succeeded in obtaining 
an audienSe from thfe Chigf by playing the informer. 
He hinted t& a Dr. Schuster of Geneva that “ there 
iftight possibly b© Collusion between the foreign settle- 
ment collected round head-quarters, and the personnel 
of the Government of National Defence,” and also that 
there were “ frdsh symptoms ^f intimate relations being 
maintained across the German investing lines with the 
Oriental colony at Versailles.” ..Schuster managed to con- 
vey these hints to the Minister. The “ Oriental colony,” 
however, (a title which is intended to apply chiefly to 
Ldwensohn, and after him to Bamberg) appears to be 
.ftinocert, and the intrigue to pave been contrived merely 
for'' the purpose of providing a better position for 
Neininger oh the Moniteur by securing the dismissal of 
the other two journalists. 

Subsequently v^rote some letters and articles again 
setting forth the Chiefs views in the matter of the 
Bavarian Treaty, and translated for the King the^ leading 
art' ole in The Times on ^ortschakoff s reply to Graii'valle’s 
despatch. 

Aften, I.ehndorff and a dragoon officer Herr von 
Thadden, were the Chief a guests at dinner. 

The Chief said that he had taken measures focj pro- 
viding our sentries with more comfortable quarters. 
“ Up to the presenttthey occupied Madame Jesse’s coach- 
. hotise, which has no fireplace. ^ That would not do any 
longer, so I ordered the gardener to clear out half of the 
greenhouse for them. ‘ But Madame’s plants will be 
frozen,’ said the gardener’s wife. ‘ A great pity,’ said I. 
' I suppose it would be better if the soldiers froze."’* 
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• The Chie^ then referred to • the danger of^ the 
Reichstag rejecting, or even ^merely amc*ndi»g, the 
treaty wjbh Bavaria, am very* anxi<^u^ about it. 

People lyive no i4ea what the positicyn is. Wo are 
Kalancing ourselves *011 thb poiirt *of a lightning con- 
ductor. If we lose tht3 equilibrium, wjfich at^ much 
p^^ins B have si>cceetlgd in establisiiing, we fall to the 
groun^. They want moj^e than can ba obtained without 
cqercipa, and more than they would hav^ been very 
ple&ed to accept before 1866. If at*that time* ^icy 
had got hut lialf what they are getting t<^)-day I No ; 
they must needs improve upon it and introduce more 
unity, more uniformity ; hut if they change so much as 
a comma, fresh negotiations must be undertaken. Adhere 
are they^to take place? Here in Versailles? And if 
we cannot bring them to a close before thc^ 1st 6^ 
January — which many of the people iq Munich would 
be glad of — then German unity is lost, probably for 
years, and the Austrians can set to work again in 
Munich.'" Q 

Mushrooms dressed in t^o ways were the first dish 
after the soup. ‘‘ These must be eaten in a thoughtful 
spiryb,"" said the Chief, ‘^as they g.re a* present from «9me 
sotdiers who found them growing in a quarry or a cellar. 
The cook has made an excellent sauce fpT t^iem. still 
more welcome gift, and certainly a rare one, was made 
to the other day by the — what a shame 1 I have 
quite forgotten. What regiment was it sent me the 
roses ? "" “ The 46th,” replied Bohlen. “ Yes ; it was a 

bouquet of roses plucked under fire, probably in a garden ^ 
near the outposts.” “ fey the way, that reminds me 
that I met a Polish soldier in the hospital who cannot 
read Germam • He would very r^uch like to have a 
PoMsh prayer book- Does anybody happen to have 
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oi%\iat 'kiud V’ ^ AlteB. said t^p, but fie could 
give \»Mu feome Poliab Newspapers. Tbe Chief ; “Tjiat 
won’t do.« wo\v\d*not uitd%:fttand them, s^d beaides 
tKey stir up ‘tlie people against, us. But perhaps 
Radziwill has somelbing. ^ Polish novel would do-^ 
Pan Yward^vski or somethirfg of that kind.” Alten 
promised to see if be could get anything. - , 

Mention wasjnade of Du6ifot, who in all likelihood 
commanded the French forces engaged in to-day’s sortie, 
ana it was suggested he had good reason not to allow 
himself to be made prisoner. “ Certainly,” said the 
Minister. “ He will either gef himself killed in action ; 
or if he has not courage enough for that, which I am ' 
rather inclined to believe, he v?ill make off in a 
baHoon.” 


' Soipe one said Prince Wittgenstein (if ,I am not mis- 
taken, a Russian aide-de-camp) would also be glad to 
leave Paris. 


c Alten added : “Yes, in order that he might go in 
again. I fancy it js a kind of sport for him.” 

The Chief : “ That might be all very weU for a person 
who inspired confidence. But I never trusted him, and 
when he wished to return to Paris recently, neither T 
nor the general staff w§>.nted to let him through. He 
succeeded in obtmning permission surreptitiously through 
the good nature of the King. Never mind. Possibly 
thiijgs may yet be discovered about him that wil)^ ruin 
him in St. Petersburg.” 

The subject of Stock Exchange speculation was again 
introducecl, and the Chief once more denied the pos- 
sibility of turning to much ^coimt the always very 
limited knowledge which one may have of poUtical 
ervents beforehand. , Such events only affect the Bourse 
afterwards, and the day when that is going to happen 
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foreseen. “ Of c<ovu^e, if one coul^^coiftrive 
so as to pfoduce a fall— Jjut that is ^ distlonotlr- 
•ble ! GrAnmont has do^^so, ftccording to.'^Sat HvmeJl 
recently ^■ated. He doubled his fortune in that way. 
CTne might almost sUy thaf he Brought about the war 
with that objecf.^ Mouslier also carried on that^sort of 
business — not for hhuself, but with rtae fortune of lii^ 
mistress — aq^d when it w^as on tho point of being dis- 
coyerod; he poisoned himself. One might talce advant^ige 
of onejs position in a rp.ther less dishonest way by 
ari’anging to have the Boursd quotations from all the 
Stock Exchanges sent off with the political despatches 
’ by obliging officials abroad. The political despj^tches 
take precedence of the Bourse telegrams, so that one 
would gain from twenty minutes to half an hour. One 
would then want a quick-footed Jew to seewe thiV* 
advantage. I know people who have dcine it. In that 
way one might earn fifteen hundred to fifteen thousand 
thalers daily, and in a few years that makes a hand*9dme 
fortune. But, all the same, it remsains ugly ■ and my 
son shall nbt say of me that that was hqw I made him a 
rich m?in. He can become rich in some other way — 
through speculation with his own property, throughfthe 
sale of timber, by marriage, or something of the kind.” 

I “was much better off before I was made Chancellor 
than I am now. My grants have ruined me. My affairs 
have been embarrassed ever since. Previously I regarded 
myself as a simple country gentleman ; now that I, to 
a certain extent, belong to the peerage, ray require- 
ments 'hre increasing aqd my estates brifag me ’in * 
nothing. As Minister at Frankftirt I always had a 
balance to my credit, and also in St. Petersburg, where 
I was not obliged to entejrtain, and did not.” 

*tn the afternoon Friedlander called upon me with 
von. I A A 
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m invi^tion, which ‘^I obliged to deeline. Our fat 

Hend exactly why the bombardjhaent did not hike 

plftc%. “*BJiunaentna^ will hbt agree to it because the 
Orown Prince does not want it,” he said ; “ ajid behind 
biim are the ty^o Victorias.” So ah Artillery officer tofd 
him a4‘ew days ago. . , ^ 

^ Addendum. — <^A5cording to a, pencil note whicho I 
have now laid hand^ on, Bohleu remarked yestejwiay^at 
di'rprer that Tie understood many valuable pictvfre,8 ajid 
manuscripts removed by ^the French from Germany 
had not been returned. "Some one else observed that it 
would be difficult to put this right now. “ Well,” said 
the Chief, “ we could take others of equal value in their 
stead. We could, for instance, pack up the best of the 
pictures out of the Gallery here.” “ Yes, and sell them 
to the Americans,” added Bobjen ; “ they would give us 
a gbod price for them.” 

According to another note the Chancellor related 
(dolibtless on the occasion when Holnstein dined with 
us) : “In Crehangfcs the Auguste nburger again tricked 
me into shaking hands with him. A Bavarian Colonel 
or General came over to me and held out his hand, 
whfibh I took. I could not put a name to the faccy and 
when I had, it was too late. If I oould only come across 
him again, I would say to him, ‘ You treacherously pur- 
loined a hand from me at Crehanges ; will you please 
restore it ? ’ <- 

I afterwards wrote an article on the neutrality of 
Luxemburg, and the perfidious way in which people 
there are taking advantage of it to help the French in 
every sort of way. It ran as follows : — We declared at 
the commenoeihent of the war that we would' respect 
the neutrality of the Grand Duchy, the neutrality of 
its government and people being thereby aasuj^ed. 
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'TJjat conditito, however,^ha§ nbt been ful^efl, the 
Lhxeml^urgers having ^en guiljy of flagranf^reaohes 
of neutr^li^, although on oi^r part b^ve kept.puj: 
promise ki spite oJ^ the inconvenieijce to which we have 
often been put,^ especially connection \^ith the trans- 
port of our woujided. We hawe already had occasion 
to contplain of thc^ fortress of Thioilvillc having bec^ 
Pfovisionedi* by trains ^despatched at ni^ht with the 
a^sjstefice of the railv^y officials and police autl^oyties 
of the Grand Duchy. Aft^r the ca^tulation of Metz 
numbers of French soldiers p^sed through Luxemburg 
with the object of returning to France and rejoining 
the French army. The French Vice-Consul optyied a 
regular office at the Luxemburg railway station, where 
soldiers were provided with money and passports for 
their journey. The Grand Ducal Government permitted 
all this to go on without making any ♦attempt to *pre- 
vent it. They cannot, therefore, complain if in future 
military operations we pay no regard to the neutrality 
of the country, or if we demand ct^mpensatign for the 
injury do’ne by breaches of neutrality due to such 
culpable negligence. 

Sunday, December^ ^th. — We we^e joined at dlAner 
Iw Roggenbaoh,' a former Baden Minister, and von 
Niethammer, a merhber of the Bavarian Ambulance 
Corps, whose acquaintance the Chief, made recently in 
the ^hospital. ^ • 

The Chief spoke at" first of having again visited the 
wounded, and afterwards added : — Leaving Frankfurt 
and SL Petersburg out* of account, I have now been' 
longer heredhan in apy other foreign town during my 
whole life. We shall spend Christmas here, which we 
had not expe<fted to do, and we may remain at Versailles 
talT Easter and see the trees grow green again, whilst 

A A 2 
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we wliit (jfor news of° Loire army. Jlad. we oruy 
known we liiglit have planted asparagus in the gardtjn 
hereto • " ^ 

The Ministel afterwards said, addressing .^Roggen- 
bach * — I "ha^ye just^ looked through the newspaper 
extractfik How they abuse the treaties ! They 

simply tear them into shreds. The Nutioncil Zettung^ 
the Kolnische , — tlie ‘IFeser Settling is stiy the, most 
reaspnablc, as it always is. Of ^course one musj; put 
up with criticism ; but then pne is responsible if the 
negotiations come to nothing, while the critics have 
no responsibility. I am indifferent as to their censure 
so lopg as the thing gets through the Reichstag. 
History may say that the wretched Chancellor ought 
to liave done better ; but I was responsible^ If the 
Reichstag introduces amendments every German Diet 
can do the same^ and then the thing will drag on and 
we shall not be able to secure the peace we desire and 
need. We cannot demand the cession of Alsace if no 
political entity is created, if there is no Germany to 
cede it to.^’ 

The question of the peace negotiations to follow 
in tlie approaching capitulation of Paris was then 
discussed, and the 'difficulties which migjit arise. Tug 
Chief said Favre and Trochu niay say, ‘ We arc not 
the Government.’ AVe were part of it at one time, but 
now ^that we have surrendered we are private perions. 
I am nothing more than Citizen Trochu. But at that 
point I should try a little coercion on the Parisians. ] 
'should say *to them : ‘ I hold you, two million people 
responsible in your ov^ persons. ^I shall let you starve 
for twenty-four liours unless you agree to our demands. 
Yes, a nd yet einother four- and- twenty hours, come wha 
might of 
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* “ I would stick to my point— bwt the King, t^e Crown 

Ptince, the wonfen who force* their sentinlenttri vifiws 
upon thefci, and certain secret' European c4>pfiectiQpg — ^ 
can deal ^ith those in front of me— but* those who stand 
behind me, behind iby bacTj, or father who ’weigh upon 
me so that I ’cannot breathe [ — people 5’or whom the 


German cause tind •German victories* arc not the maip 
question ; Ijut, rather, ?neir anxitty* to be praised in 
Kpghgh newspapers. ^Ah, if one were biA the ^Lj^nd- 
grave I — I coilld trust mysel^f to bo harTi enough. But, 
unfortunately, one is not thf; Landgrave.^ Quite re- 
cently, in their maudlin .solicitude for the Parisians, 
they have again brought forward a tlioroughly j[oolish 
.scheme. Great stores of provisions from London and 
Belgium ^ire to be collected for the Pari.siaus. I'he 
storehou-ses are to be wil^Jiin our lines, and ou* soldiers 
are merely to look at them, but not to touch them, how- 
ever much they may themselves suffer Trom scarcity 
and hunger. These supplies are to prevent the P^ji^ans 
starving when they shall have capitulated. We, in this 
house, it Is true, have enough, but t^o troops are on 
short commons ; yet they must fyaffer in order that the 
Parisians, when they “learn that wupplies hav'e *been 
collected for them, may postpone their capitulation till 
they have eaten thefir last loaf and ilaughtered their 
last horse. I shall not “Ijc consulted, otherwise Pd 
rathe" be hanged than consent to it. But 1 am, never- 
theless, responsible. I' was Imprudent enough to call 
attention to the famine that must ensue. It is true I 
mentioned it merely to the diplomatists. * But ttey 
have thus become aware of the fact. Otherwise it 
would not have occurred to them." 


o 

b A reference to the popular Thuringian ballad of ** The Landgrave and 
the Smith.’’ ^ 
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o Swiss cheese having been handed round, some one - 
raised the qtiestion whet^^er cheese and wine went w€tJl 


together. * ^ome de8cnption^''^ith certain wi:.\es/' was 
the Minister's decision. Not strong ones like^Gorgon- 
zola^ and Dutch cheesb, but^ others are all right. T 
remember that^at the tinie wlieri people drank hard in 
Pohierania — two hundred years agpaor more — the good 
folks of Rammin were the greafc%t topers in the country. 
On^pf them 'happened to get a supply of wine from 
Stettin, which Was not quite to his liking. He com- 
plained accordingly to trhe merchant, who replied : 
"Eet kees to Wien, jfZcrr von Rammin, denn smeckt de 
Wiemvie in Stettin ook to Rammin.' (Low German : 

^ ‘‘ Eat cheese to your wine, good sir, from Rammin, then 
the wine will taste as good in Rammin as it here 

in Stettiu,”) 

Abeken, who^had been with the King, came in after- 
wards, and reported that his Majesty considered it 
wouKl ^e well to write again to the Emperor of Russia, 
and give him the vi^ws held here respecting the Gorts- 
chakoff Note. Tbc Chief sdid : ‘‘ I think not. • Enough 
has been already written and telegraphed on the subject. 
They^know in St. Peter^urg what we think. At least 
we must not write discourteously, but rather in "^a 
friendly and amiable spirit : It is better however to sa^^ 
nothing. If it were England But we shall still want 
Russia's good: will in the immediate future. WhenAhat 
is no longer necessary, we can afford to be rude." 

Bohlen said : They are quite beside themselves in 
‘ Berlin. Thfey will have tremendous rejoicings there 
to-morrow, about the Emperor. They ar^ g^hig to 
illuminate the town, and are making immense prepara- 
tions — a regular scene from fairyland ! " I fancy that 
will have a good effect on the Reichstag," observed the 
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"Chief. “ It "v^aa really very nice of Rog^nbac^ ^^start 
ofiS at once for Berlin ” (in or&er to urge cnc^Leration 
upon th^!> grumblers in ^he Reichstdg). “ 'Bhey ” (the 
members^ of Parliament, or the ' Berliners ■?) “ attiteh* 

much more importauce to iJhe titl« of Empeior than the 
the thing really deserve^-^although I dg'not mean 
say it is of no v«iue*”^ .» • 

“ ^hat was really ^linny/’ said* Bohlen, wha^ 
liolnstein told us about his interview with the Kin^of 
Bavaria while he had a toothache ! ^ ‘ 

‘‘ And the way I wrote to him in order to 
bring him round/' add^d the Chancellor. “ I knew 
that he could not bear me, and did not trust me. 
So I wrote to him at last, that one of our estates 
had beep griinted to our family by Ludwig, 'the 
Bavarian, as Lord of Brandenburg, and tht^t conse- 
quently we had had relations with his house for more 
than five centuries. That was true, in iso far as the 
estates which we now hold were given to us in exchange 
for those which the Hohenzolleri^ extorted fr^m us. 
Holnsteirp said the letter nfust have pleased’ the King 
very much, as he asked to read it again. “ It was 
Hcjnstein who did most in this matter. He playci], his 
p^irt very cleverly- Tell me {to Bohlen), what Order 
dan we ^ve him ? " > 

O j c fc 

Bohlen : “ He got the first class of the red fowl 
(the^^ed Eagle), when the Crown Prince wa-i in Munich.” 

“ Well then,” said the Chief, ” he has got the 
highest decoration that can be given to liim.” 

Bohlen : “ Well, the King might give him th^ 

Imperial German Order, about which Stillfried is already 
meditating, or he can foxmd a new Prussian Order, and 
thus supply a long-felt want.” 

' Xbe Cldef ; “ Lion^” 
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“The German Order, wit.h a* black, white,* 
and red fibhon.” 

The Chief ; “Or* wftli* thfei^olours of the^ German 
Knights, a ribljon with small, black stypes. It 

looks very well. The ‘King did not rightly know what 
it^was all abo^t when Holnsteiil requested an audience. 
Ho said to me, ‘ I observed to I^lnstein, that^I sup- 
posed he wished t© see Ver8aiir(*.’ Of course, he ^King 
Wiiiiam) couW not have arranged that himself 
he Jbtfld not h^e arranged to ^acquire the Imperial 
dignity through the good offices of Bavaria.) 

Werther, our Minister at Munich, seems to have 
reported that it wafs intended there to commission 
Prince^uitpold with the proclamation of the Emperor. 

*The«Chancellor observed : ‘‘ A singular idea ! M^other 
example of the w^ay in which^ Bray treats matters of 
business. How Ls he to do it ? Step on to a balcony, 
and proclaim I — to whom ? That might do if all the 

Prinaes were here — but with the three or four now 
presenl^ I had hop^d that we should have made peace 
before Gerfiian unity was seCured.'' • 

Bohlen : How pleased the King will feel at •being 
mad^£mperor ! and^stiTl more soothe Crown Prince 
The Chief : “ Yec, an3 jio doubt he is already think* 
ing about the cut of the Imperial robes.” 

Moiulay, December 5th . — The Chief sent for me, and 
gave ^e his instructions for a dementi with regarth to 
the Bavarian Treaty, in which his ideas were to be 
SQmewhat differently expressed. It was to the following 
ejects. The ‘rumour that the Chancellor of the Con- 
federation only concluded the treaties with ihe South 
German States, in anticipation t£at they would be 
rejected, or at least ^mended in the Reichstag, ia 
entirely without foundation. The debate on the treati^ 
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j^ust be broii^ht to a closejduyng«the montn ot liBcena- 
b^, an4 they nlust be adopted in their hntu^ty, * in 
order thlt they may cdme *intj force 9 p*the ^^t o{ 
January.* Other\rise, everything^ will* remain uncer- 
tain. If the representatives of ^orth Germany ^Iter 
the treaties, th<i South Germap Diets will be entitled 
t« m^ke furthel: amendments in rf contrary sense, t&id 
t)jere es no » knowing h<^’ far that right might not be 
exercised. In such ^circumstances, the nation mjjht 
have still to ‘wait a long tjme for ite* political unity. 
(“ Perhaps ten years,” .said the Chief, “ and interim 
alujuicl fit.") In that case, also the Treaty of Peace 
might not be what we desire. The treaties nyiy be 
deficient, but they can alw'ays be gradually improved 
by the R'iichstag, in co-operation with the Bundesrath, 
and through •the pressure of public opinion and»nationaA 
sentiment. There is no hurry about .that. If ptlbUc 
opinion brings no pressure to bear in thaT direction, it 
is obvious that the present arrangement meets tlw} views 
of the majority of the nation. M*ti of national senti- 
ment at Versailles are very anxious a^d uneasy at the 
prevailing dispositions in Bcrlii^ They are, however, 
to s*me extent reassured by thj faitt that the \*olk8- 
zettung opposes -the Bavarian 'Treaty, as people have 
gradually grown acciffetomcd to find that all persons of 
political insight as a rule reject whatever that journal 
prais#8 and recommends, and are disposed to adopt 
whatever it deprecates and censures. 

At dinner Bamberger, the member of the Reichstag, 
was on the Cjnefs left. ,He is also going to Berlin in* 
order to plead for tl\e adoption, ‘without alteration, of 
the treaties with South Germany. T^he conversation 
first turned on* doctors and their knowledge, whereupon 
the* Chief (I cannot now remember on whi^ grounds) 
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,delivef^?he fd^owin^ weig|^ty judgment: “Ah, yes, 
if doctor^ w%re only 8en8yjT)le men ; but it is, they aSe 
‘ dolts. Th# ^estioh of the tft^ies was then (Jiscussed, 
an(f the attitude of the Princes in* this master was 
admitted to*be correct.* “ Yc%, but the Reichstag,” saitf 
the ChajjceUor^ “it remmds me' of Kaiser Heinrich and 
his** Gentlemen, y#u 4iave spoiled jny sport.’ ^ that 

instance it ultimately *turned out- all right, but in.thisj 
All^ie members of the Reichstag might sacrifice* tjienj- 
selves one after fijaother upon the altar of the Father- 
land — it would be all to no purpose.” After I'eflecting 
for a moment, the Minister continued, wfith a smile : 
“ MemJjers of the Diet and the Reichstag should be 
^made responsible, like Ministers, no more and no less, 
and* placed on a footing of absolute eqfiality, A Bill 
sifould jiTovide for the impcyichmeut fop treason . of 
members of Parliament when they reject important 
State treaties,‘*br, as in Paris, approve of a war under- 
taken yi frivolous pretexts. They were all in favour of 
the war, w^ith the ej^eption of Jules Favre. Perhaps I 
shall bring in soqje such me'Saure one day.” 

The conversation tlmn turned upon the approaching 
capitulation of Paris, w^ich must take place, at latest, 
within a month. “’Ah I ”, sighed the Cha^icellor, “ it Is 
then tljat my J-roirbles will begin in Earnest.” . . . Bam'- 
berger was of opinion that th*ey should not be allowed 
merely to capitulate, but should immediately be qfilled 
upon to conclude peace. “ Quite so,” said the Chief 
“ That is exactly my*view, and they should be forced to 
• do ^ by starvation. But theje are people who want, 
above all else, to be ektoUed for their humane feelings, 
and they will spoil everything — altogether forgetting 

^ Hi* greeting to thoee #ho brought him the news of hie eleotior^ 03 
'iprhile he was netting birds in the forests 
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•the fact that*we *mu8t thipk of aur own soi^ert, Ad 
ta(e care that they shall not spflfer want 8hX>t 

down to^no purpose. ^#*i3 ^iist fhe sapn? witji ,the 
bombardipent. And then we are told *to spare people 
who are searching for pofatoea ;* they shohld be ^hot 
too, if we want* to reduce tlie city by staA^ation,” _ • 

. After 8 o’clock,* L was called to •the Chief sevAal 

* * ^ ® 

times,, and ^ wrote two paragraphs for the Spenerscne 

in accordance with his instructioiTs. The JJst 
ran* as follows : — “ '^lie^ Vienna newfipapers recently 
statecT that ‘ the German Austrians did not wish for 
war, and the majority nf the Austrian Slavs just as 
little.’ But there is in Austria, and in Hungary ,^a not 
very numerous but influential party which docs desire 
war. Wl^en iriquiry is made as to their real motive* for 
doing so, it is found to jjrise from pride and ajroganco, 
from a kind of frivolous chivalry, froip a real hifnger 
for political luxuries, from the determinatfon to play the 
Grand Seigneur before the world. The Auatr^arfS of 
this party, in which very distinguished personages are 
the moving spirits, seem to* us to resepiblc the princely 
family*of Esterhuzy. It is an ancient house, of high 
rank, with great esttPtes and^ a large fortune. •» Its 
members might .well have been content to occupy so 
efninent a position. ‘But the evil genjus gf the /amily 
continually drove them inbo extravagance, into making 
too gpreat demands upon their resources, into* squandering 
enormous sums on horses, diamonds, &c., with the 
object of displaying their wealth and importance ; so 
that they fell into debt, pnd, finally, came M) the v^rge* 
of bankruptey. The Esterhazy Lottery was then 
resorted to, and actually did tide tliem over their 
difficulties. The family was save^ But scarcely have 
thfty begun to breathe freely, and to regain their footing ^ 



364 ^ THE^DECA V OF A USTR/A 

' T* ! * * ^ . 

when*their evil genim oij|ce laore inspires «them, and the* 
old game ^oes on agaip, untiL at leflgth, a tjme \^1 
fonje^wheiJ ^ven a l^ttety ^11 no longer ^s^e them. 
The Austrian p^rty to which we have already referred 
seeips to us to present a /close resemblance to the 
Eeterhazys. ^e State ig a fine property, with excellent, 
n^afural advantages!}, & rich soil, a;yi* a ^eat variety of 
valuable resources. But the policy of th^ proprietors 
is ^actly the same as that of t];ie Esterhazys. * .T^^ay 
must always overreach theigsejves, and try to be^more 
than they really are. dTie evil genius of the State 
regards as a necessity what is ‘in reality mere luxury, 
aelf-copceit, and the desire to cut a great figure in the 
worM. In that way, the ancient and wealthy house has 
become a comparatively poor one, with a touch of the 
Quixotic^ and a still stronger flavour of unfair dealing, 
which is very badly suited to our matter-of-fact age, 
when so much* importance is attached to the ability to 
pay bnp’s way. Every now and then, the State, like its 
prototype ,tho Esteihazys, escapes out of its troubles 
by means of a .lottery, or of some not particularly 
respectable financial ra,;|.noeuvre ; but then it suddenly 
putS' forward fresh claims, to a position beyond its means, 
presumes to play the part of a great Power, squanders 
millione on mobilisation, as its prototype does on stables 
and diamonds, and. thus sinks deeper and deeper into 
financial difficulties. Instead of being able to satisfy 
its creditors by good management and a modest bearing, 
it moves steadily forward, without pause or rest, to- 
wards that bankruptcy which for a considerable space 
has only been a question of time.” 

The foregoing is an almost literal reproduction oi 
the Chiefs own words. I did not venture, however, 
to incorporate his concluding remarks, which were as 
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•follows: “TJj>e Hapsburgs have, really bedbme* great 
tljough plundering old families — the Hung^Snans>«for 
instance?* At bottom are bnl^ a fami^ of jpolice 

spies (pqJ.iieilichSpitzelJ'amilie) *who 4ivcd upon 4n<l 
made their fortune by conftscatioAs.” 

The second *^aragrap‘h, which referred^to a statement 
in the% IndSpendofic^ Selge, pointed out that the 
relatic^nship between tl*^ Orleans and the House of 
riapabarg-Lorraine through the Due d’Alen 9 on, c^ld 
not* induce us* Germans to regard then^^with any Special 
favour. The paragraph was to the following effect. It 
Ls known that Trochu declined the offer of the Princes 
of the House of Orleans to take *part in the struggle 
against us. The lixd^pend<xnce Beige now states that 
the Due 4’AJ<^d50ii) second .son of the Due de Nemtfurs, 
who was at. that time incapacitated by illness frola 
joining hie uncles and cousins in their ,offer of service, 
has now sought salvation by adopting a'similar course. 
The Brussels organ adds the significant remar^:»“It 
wiU be remembered that the Due t\^len 9 on is married 
to a sistcr'of the Empress of Austria.” ^We understand 
that hkit, and believe we shall be speaking in the spirit 
of German policy in replying ^to i^ as follows :-^*4rhe 
Ofleans are quite as hostile to us as the other dynasties 
that are fishing for the French throne, Tjieir jqumals 
are filled with lies and abuse directed against us. We 
have-not forgotten the hymn of praise which the JDuc 
de Joinvillc raised after the V)attle of Worth to the 
franctireurs who had acted like aasassins. The only 
French Government we <jare for is that which can dd tis . 
the least haem, because it is most bccupicd with it* own 
affairs, and with maintaining it* own 'poaition against 
its rivals, Otiierwise Orleanista, l^egitimist*, Imperial- 
istS, and Republicans are all of the same value or no 



3 fi€ "" A DdLL EVEmPfG WJtH THE KING [B^. 5^1870 

*L_- £ 

value ^to^us. And ae fo^ tjiose who tk^ow out hints* 
abcTut tho Austrian relationship, they Vould do wellWo 

pi\ the&^,guard, as v/(* arS on ours. ThSre is in 
Austria-Hungar^ one party in favour of Germany and 
another hostile to her^ — a p^Vty that wants to continue 
the policy of l^aunitz in^the Seven Ye^y^s' War, a policy^ 
of constant conspir^tcy with ‘Fryice aJgainst German 
interests, and particularly agaiifst Prussia. ^That J^s tl^e 
potl^y which^has recently been connected with M^sttc^r- 
nich’s name, and'which was pursued from 1815 to 1866 . 
Since then more or less ‘vigorous attempts have been 
made to continue it. It is the part3^ which the 
youn^r Metternich is regarded as the leaaer. He has 
for years past been looked upon as the me ‘ \ ardent 
advocate of a Franco- Austrian alliance against Germany, 
and one wof the principal instigators of the •present war. 
If the Orleans believe that their prospects are improved 
by their coniTection with Austria, they ought also to 
kno^ ^rhat for that very reason they have nothing to 
hope from us. 

After Bucher^ xvtiuutjii auu. myself had beeh for some 
time at tea, we were joined by the Chief, and aft^wards 
by Hatzfeldt, who had \>een with the King. He said it 
was intolerably dull there. 

Grimm ^ the ,#Ilussi an Gouncilldr <ji gtvvt? u» a 

variety of weansopie particulars about Louis Quatorze 
and .Louis Quinze. The W. worried us, and me in 
particular, with silly questions,*' (He pouted his lips, 
assumed a killing smile, and bent his head to one side, 
imitating the Grcmd Duke’s affectations.) “ He informed 
us that the students sX St, Cyr all^ received a portrait of 
Madame Maintehon, and that he himself had one also. 
The King, who had occasionaUy rubbed his eyes, 
oblierved TOmewhat pointedly, * I suppose they wfere 
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photographs^ ‘ ?Jo, oh np, engravings.’ ‘ Welll then, 
in^at did you do* with yovirs ? ^J;he King aske<^ » ‘ Why, 
nothing,*! kept it.’ Tft»tj}ra?nd*Dvrke th^ hske^i, 
he had ojj^ously prepared the queatiofl in advance, and 
'perhaps learnt it hy herftt — ‘ 15 the Revue des I^ux 
MoTxdes still phblished ? An interesting newspsiper.’* I 
teplied> ‘ I do mot know, your Ro5ml«Highnes8.’ ‘ Who 
is thq editor 1 ’ ‘I do n^t know that •either.’ ‘ So-o-o 1 ’ 
-the ^ ^»de 8 -de-camp were cruelly bored, * and on"^ of 
thSm nudged Lehndorff,^ begging hin^'in a whisper to 
give fhe old fool a rap on therhead with his crutch.” 

“ Yes, he is a fearful bore,” added the Chief. 
“ What a miserable position it muSt be for a man whose 
father wsis a Court official to him or one like him, and_ 
who has Jo assume the same office himself — a chamberlain 
or something of that kijud, who has to listen *day aftwr 
day to all that twaddle, and has no ^prospect of" ever 
becoming anything else 1 The Queen' is just such 
another. She was educated in the same schodl. I 
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remember she once questioned me ^n a literary subject, 
I believe it was about 8 ome*French bqpk or other. ‘ I 
do no* know, your Majesty,’ I relied. ‘ Ah, I suppose 
th^ does not* interest you^’ ‘No, your MaJ’eety.’ 
R&.dowitz w^ .very strong .on those subjects. He 
boldly gave every kind of information,, and in that way 
secured a great deal of his success at Court. He was 
able|to tell exactly what Maintenon or Poriipadour ’Wore 
on such and such a day ; such and such a gewgaw on 
her neck, her head-dress trimmed with colibris or grapes, 
her gown pearl-grey or peacock-green with furbelows oi 
lace of this or that description — exactly as if he had 
been there at the time. The ladies were all ear for 


these toilette .lectures, which he poured forth with the 
.utmost fluency.” 
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^ Tllfe^cofiver 3 ation tten turned upoR A^pxander von 
HumboWi, appears have been a •courtier too, b^t 
not pj^ the Abusing Vanety. "irt^e Chief said Under 
the* late King h was the sole victinj when* Humboldt 
chose to enfertain the ^ompaAy in his own style. 
usually /•ead, often for hours at* a time, •the biography 
of Some French savant or architect whom nobody ip * 
t5e world except •himself toofi» tf\e slightest interest. 
H^Jtood bj^the lamp holding the paper close«to the 
light, and occasidWtUy paused for flie purpose of makTng 
some learned observation*. ^Although nobody listened 
to him he had the car of the house. The Queen was 
all the^time at work cm a piece of tapestry, and certainly 
did not understand a word of what he said. The King 
looked through his portfolios of engravings^ turning 
th'em ov^r as noisily as possible, evidently jvith the in- 
tentibn of not Rearing him. The young people on 
both sides and 'in the background enjoyed themselves 
without, the least restraint, so that their cackling and 
giggling actually drowned his reading, which however 
rippled on withoi^t break or Stop like a brook. • Gerlach, 
who was usually present, sat on his small roun<i chair 
whi«ll could barely ecco^modate»his voluminous per^n, 
and slept so soundly that he snored. . The King was 
once obliged, to jvake him, and said, ‘ Pray, Gerlaclt, 
don’t snore so loud ! ’ I wasf Humboldt’s only patient 
listener, that is to say I sat silent and pretende^ to 
listen, at the same time following my own thoughts, 
until at length cold eake and white wine were served, 
it put the 'old gentleman in very bad humour not to 
be allowed to have the talk all to himself. J remember 
once there was somebody there who managed to 
monopolise the conve;rsation, quite naturady, it is true, 
as he was a clever raconteur ^d spoke about things , 
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PEAfC OF POPOCATAr^ETL^ 

•that interes^d *everybod^. Haimbotdt beside 

hijhself. In a p^vish surly temper he piled JLis plate 
so high (]^inting with i^%4iaiKJ)*wifh foie^gras^ 

fat eels, ^obsters' tails, and other indigestible stuffT — 
a real mountain, — it was Astounding that cfn old man* 
could put it aW away. * At last his patjencc \^as ex- 
li^usted^ and he* eoujd nol^ stancf it^aay longer. So die 
tried ^to interrupt ttie^^speaker. • "Dn the peak o^ 
Popocatapetl,' he began, — but the other w^nt on 
his ^ story. -‘On th'e ^eak of Poj^catapetl, *8even 
thousand fathoms above’ — tint he again failed to make 
any impression, and the .narrative maintained its easy 
flow. ‘ On the peak of *PopoeAtapetl, seven thousand 
fathoms above the level of the sea,' ho exclaimecf in a 
loud and ^excit^d tone, — but With as little success as 
before. Tha talker talkcjd on, and the company had 
no ears for anybody else. That w^as sonjething unheard 
of, outrageous ! Humboldt threw hinT^elf back in 
morose meditation over the ingratitude of mtuiktnd, 
and shortly afterwards left. Th^ Liberals made a 
great deal* of him, and coufited him %s one of them- 
selves. • He was liow'cver a sycophant who aspired to 
the favour of Princes t?nd who ^w^as mnly happy When 
backing in th(^ sunshine of royalty. That did not 
pfevent him how^evei^ from criticising J:he IJourt after- 
wards to Varnhagen, and repeating all^ sorts of discrcfdit- 
able ^X)rie8 about it. Varnhagen worked these up into 
books, which I also bought. They arc fearfully dear 
when one thinks how few lines in large tj^e go to the ^ 
page." Keudell observec^ that they were nevertheless • 
indispensablg for historical purposes. “ Yes, in a 
certain sense," replied the Chief. “ Taken individually 
the stories ar# not worth much, \jut as a whole they 
are^an expression of the sourness of Berlin at a period 
von. I 
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•srhen^no^ing oi* impprtance was ha^pen^g. At that. 

w^ry^ody talked that malk^iously impot^jat 
way. ^ lt*'^;vps a ^ocfety it would h5 hardly 

possible to realise to-day without thQ assistsAice of such 
books, unftss one liad personal e^cperience of it. A 
great ^eal of^ outward show * with nothing genuine 
behind it. I ren^iMber, although was a vej-y littje 
fellow at the time, 4t must irave been in 1821 or ’22. 
Ministers wA'e still like strange animals, regarded with 
wonder as something mysterious. There was onbe a 
large party, which was at that time called an ctssemblee, 
given at Schuckmann’s — what ^ a monstrous huge beast 
he was as a Minister I My mother also went there. I 
remember it as if it were to-day. She wore long gloves 
that went up to here.” (He pointed to i:he upper part 
af his srm.) A dress with a short waist, her hair 
puffed out on both sides, and a big ostrich feather on 
her head,” (The Chief left this anecdote unfinished, if 
indeed there was any conclusion to it, and returned to 
his former subject ) ‘‘ Humboldt, however,” he con- 

tinued, ‘‘had a, great maiTy interesting things to tell 
when one was alone with him, about the times of 
Frederick William-dll., and in particular about his own 
first sojourn in PaHs, As he liked me, owing to the 
attention w^th vfhich I listened to him, he told me a 
number of pretty anecdotes. It was the same with old 
MetternichC with whom I spent a few days at Johannes- 
burg, Thun afterwards said to me, ‘ I do not know 
how you have managed to get round the old Prince, but 
► he has indeed looked into you as if you were a golden 
goblet, and he told me if you do not come to an under- 
standing with him then I really don’t know what 
to say/ ‘ I can explain that to you,’ J replied. ‘ I 
listened to all his stories, and often prompted him 
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.to continue thent. That pleas^ th? gar^lftiM old 

p^ple.’ ” ' ‘ ' 

Hat^^ldt said that^^oltk^ •had written to Trochu 
telling himdiow aflfairs stood at Otlean^ and expressing 
his readiness to allow one TroaHu’s officers to satisfy 
himself of the »truth of his statement. • He would be 
Turnished with .h* safe conduct* to .Orleans. The Chief 
said : 1 know that he shojald^not have done s^. 

They xujght'to find that out for themselvoB. Our taies 
are^now thin at varfbus points, and J>hcy have •al^o a 
pigeon post. They will only imagine we are in a hurry 
to get them to capitulate.*' 

Tuesday, December (jth , — In •the morning I tele- 
graphed to Berlin and London more detailed particulars 
of the victory at Orleans. Then wrote arti(‘les for^the 
Moniteut and the German papers on the way jn whio^ 
French ofl&cers interned in Germany are breaking their 
parole. So long as this unworthy conduct receives 
approval and encouragement from the Governmerwt of 
National Defence, it is impossible ^for us to carry on 
any negotiations with it. • . • 

Dr^ Lauer and Odo Russell dined with us to-day. 
The conversatiod was ♦not of p^tic^ular interest. • ^We 
hwf, however, a delicious Palatfne wine — Deidesheimer 
Hofstuck and Forster KirchenstUck, a noble juice, rich 
in all virtues, fragrant, and fiery. Axis Dene x^rdL der 
Oeist erschaffen. Even Bucher, who usually drinks 
only^red wine, did justice to this heavenly dew from 
the Haardt Hills. , 

I afterwards wrote an article in which I politely^ 
expressed sufprise at the* brazen impudence with which 
Grammont reminds tlie world of his ^existence in the 
Brussels Oatd^pis. He who, through his unparalleled 
inaptitude, has brought so much misery upon France, 
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I should? his colleague OUivier, ha^e hidden himself • 

iu silenaeV^ been glad fo be forgotten. Or, inspir^4 
by his ancimit nam^, h% shouH^'^ have joined ttfe army 
and fought mr his country, so as in some' degree to 


expiate the* wrong he® has dene it.* Instead of doing^ 
anything of tW^ kind, however, *he dare^ to remind the 
worid that he still lives, and once conducted the^foreign 
policy of France. a ‘"-A blockhead, a coward, an im- 


pudeiit fellowT' said the Chief, when he instruc^ijd me 
to write this ai’;^icle. ‘‘You can use the strongest 
expressions in dealing witk him.” 



CHAPTER XIV 

THE PROSPECTS OUTSIDE PARI? IMPROVE 

» 

We^lnesday^ December 7th . — At dinner the Chief related 
some of his Frankfurt reminiscences. ‘‘It was yovssible 
to get on with Thun/' he said. “ He was a respec^blo^ 
man. Taken alto^^ether, Rechbero; ^ was also not bad. 
He was at Hast honourable from a personal stand^oirrt, 
although violent and irascible — one of .those passionate, 
fiery blondes ! It is true that as an Austrian diplomat 
of those days he was not able to pay too strict n regard 
to truth. I remember his ojice receiving a cjespatch in 
which he was instructed to maintain ilie best relations 
with fis, a second despatcli being sent to him at the 
same time enjoining h*im to fallow ^an exactly op^site 
course. I happened to call upon him, and he inadvert- 
ently gave me^ tlfe*8CCond despatch* to •read. » I saw 
immediately how matters stcKxl and read it through. 
Then handing it back to him I said : ‘ I beg •your 
pardon, but you have ^ven me the wrong one.' He was 
fearfully embarrassed, but I cons<jlefl him, saying I would 
take no adv/uitage of his mistake, using it merely for 
my personal inforrp^tion." “ 'Ae third, however, — 
Prokesch — was not at all to my liking. In the East he 

1 Thun, Reoh&rg and Prokesch held \A soooMiuon the poaition of 
Austrian Minister to the Bund^^tag. 
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had learnt the basest'forpis of intrigue and had no sepse 
of honouf ^ truth. ^ A, thorough paced liar. I remember 
being* once ^ a large company where sopa^ Austrian 
.assertion which was, not in accordance with 'the truth 
wasc being di^ussed. Probesch, raising his voice in 
order that I might hear him, said : ' If. that be not true^ 
tjtien the Imperial ' and Royal ^alynit ha^ comrrtisisiondd 
me to commR an Vict of perfid}^, indeed his Imperial and 
Apcstplic Majesty has lied to mej ! ’ and he empbasjsed 
the word lied, tfe looked a^t me whilst he was speaking, 
and, when he had finished, I replied, quietly : ‘ Quite so, 
Excellency 1 ' He was obviously aghast, and he 
lookec^ round and found all eyes cOvSt down and a deep 
silepce which showed approval of what I had said, he 
turned away without a word and went into the dining- 
ifoom where the table was laid^. He had rdcovered him- 
self, however, after dinner, and came over to me with a 
full glass in his hand — but for that I should have 
thought he was going to challenge me — and said, ‘ Well, 
let us mal^te peace.' ^ ‘Certainly,' I replied, ‘but what I 
said in the other room was true, and the protocol must 
be altered.' The protocol was altered, an admission 
that it had contain*ed an untrutK. A rascally follow*! " 
Thursday,, December 8 th , — Some one asked at 
dinner how* the question of Em'pcror and Empire 
now* stood. The vChief replied inter alia: “We have 
had •a great deal of trouble with it in the way ofi tele- 
grams and letters. But after *all Holiistein has done 
the greater part of ’the work. He is a clever fellow, 
"and not in the least spoilt by, or prepossessed in favour 
of Court manners." Putbus as}ted what^ position he 
held. “ Master of the Horse. He showed himself 
very willing and energetic, making the journey to 
Munich an^ back in six days. . In the present condition 
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*of tbe raiiwajis that require a^reat deal of ^oo& will. 

coursje he has •the necessary^ physique, oot 

merely tcf Munich, but t^fiohisnschwangai^-^^nd there 
the I^ing who had just been operated under ckloVo- 
form for a tumou? in the. gurh. But King Lewis* 
|ilso greatly contributed to the speedy ?settleryent pf 
the matter. He re(^ived*the letteif immediately, and at 
opce gave q definite au^wer. He might easily have 
sa^d phat he must first take some fresh air irf^tjhe 
mountains, atid woufd answer in th.^e or four* days. 
The Count has certainly done ms a very good service in 
tlie^^^air ; but I really do not know how we can reward 
him.” I forget how the convcrsatibn came to deal with 
the terms '‘Swell,” '‘Snob,” and “ Cockney,” * which 
were the aubjeit of much discussion. The Chief hien- ^ 
tioned a certain diplomat^ as a “swell,” and observed : 

“ It is really a capital word, but we caynot translate it 
into German. ' Stxitzer,' perhaps, but That conveys at 
the same time pompousness and self-impprtance. 

‘ Snob ’ is something quite differept, while it Ls also 
very difficult for us to render properly. It* denotes a 
variety of attributes, but principally one-sidedness, 

* narrowness, slavery t(S local or ^as* prejudices, pjiilis- 
tifTism. A ‘ spot ’ is something like our ‘ Pfalhilrger,' 
yet not quite.’-^^.p^gdtf includes also a^ conception 

of family interests, polifical narrow-mindedness,* rigid 
adh^ence to ideas and habits that haVe l>ec€ipae a 
second nature. Ther^ are also female snobs and very 
distinguished ones. The feminine half of our Court 
are snobs. Our two paost exalted ladies are afiobi^ # 
The m^ile element is not snobbish. One may also talk 
of party snobs — those who in larger political issues 
cannot emanoipate themselves froiy the rules that govern 
{ftivate conduct — the ‘ Progressist snob/ The cockney 
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again* is quite another persoi^. That terncurapplies more^ 
particulaul^ to Londone] 5 S. There are ^people there wcio 
have novel been outside th^L^’^own walls aild streets, 
never got away from the brick and mortar, <;svho have 
"never seen ‘life anywlifcre els6 nor travelled beyond the 
sound qf Bow^ells/ We have also Berliners who have^ 
ne^er left their cit>/. ' But Betlin^jis^i small ph^ee^ com- 
pared to London-^ or even P^^ris, which has also i^s 
cc^J^eys, although they are known by anoth^l^^a^ie 
there. ‘ There hundreds of thousands in London 
who have never seen anytfiing but London. In such 
great cities conceptions are formed which permeate^ thn 
whole community, and harden into the most inveterate 
prejudices. Such narrow and silly ideas arise in every 
^rea't centre of population where the people, have no 
eiperien<ie, and often not tlif faintest nation of how 
things look else\jhere. Silliness without conceit is en- 
durable, but tb be silly and unpractical, and at the 
same time conceited, is intolerable. Country life brings 
people into much qloser contact with realities. They 
may be less educated there,' but what they know they 
know thoroughly. There are, however, snobs vn the 
coui^try also. (Tu^ningyo Putbus.) Just take a really 
clever shot. He is convinced that he is* the first man^n 
the world, ai^d that sport is everyt^iif%,^ and that those 
who *do not undeiratand it are worth nothing. And 
then^ man \<^ho lives on his estate in a remote district, 
where he is everything, and all the people depend upon 
him ; when he comes to the wool-market and finds that 
V he ik not of' the same importantje with the townspeople 
as he is at home, he g^ts into a bad temper, .sits sulking 
on his sack of Wool, and takes no notice of anything 
elsed^ 

At tea, Keudell said that I ought really to see, nflt 



Dec. ^87d5 THE 'KING AND THE CROWN P'kTNCE' 377 
^ • * m 

es,» reports and flrafts 
_ ,er, but every^fig that 
came in a/id went out. ^^e w6ul(^ speak otj the s^^bject, 
to Abeke», *who acts here as SecretaVy of State. I 
accepted his proposal with ^any thanks. ^ 

Bucher info^jied me that the Minister had made 
some yoiy intf?resting'^ remarks ill the drawing-rooiy 
wjiiie «they .were taking** coffee. 'Prince Putbus men- 
tio.pect*'^»is desire to travel in far distant lands, ylt 
mig^it be pos'sible to mq,nage that fear* you,” said the 
Chief. “You might be coirfmissioned to notify the 
£au 4 j^ation of the German Empire to the Emperor of 
China and the Tycoon of Japan.” ’ The Minister then 
discussed at length the duties of the German aristocracy, 
of course with special reference' to his guest. 

The Kin^ was faithful, to his duty, but he was bom 
in the last century, and thus he regarded many things 
from a point of view which was no longer suitable to 
the times. He would allow himself to be cut t# pifeces 
in the interests of tlic State, as he ^understood them, if 
he knew that his family vfould be prodded for. The 
future ^ing was quite different, ^e had not this strong 
^eMe of duty. When he founj^ hirfiself in good^oase, 
haJT plenty of money at his disposal, *and was praised by 
tfie newspaper?f,’riih^ was quite satisfied,. He .would 
choose his Ministers in tlic English, fashion from* the 
Libei^l or from other parties just as things happened in 
the Diet, in order to avt)id trouble. In that way, how- 
ever, he would ruin everything, of at least produce a 
condition of^ constant instability. The gteat nobles* 
ought, then .to intervene. They must have a sense of 
the necessities of the State and recognise iiheir mission, 
which is to preserve the State fix>nj vacillation and tin- 
odttainty in the struggles of parties, to give it a firm 


haerely those .political despatch 
whftch I received from the Miniat 
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support, <,-^0. TUere was objection to th^r associating 
with a &t]?^ xsberg, but,tlaey wxprld do *butter tabecoiAe 
barkers straight away- 

- Monday^ December \2th . — The Chiefs indisposition 
seems to have ^gain grown worse, and it is said that he 
is*in a particularly bad humour. Dr. .Lauer has been, 
to see him. The Times contains the Tollowhlg com- 
munjcation y^hich it would Ke impossible for •ms to 
improye upon.’^ . 


^ The communication referred ♦to is a letter by Thomas Carlyle pub- 
lished in The Times of November 18, in which it occupied two and a half 
columns. The passages quoted by Dr. Busch are here reprcxluc^-Wi... 
the original : — 

‘‘Th\:) question for the Germans, in this crisis, is not one of 
<* ‘magnanimity,’ of ‘heroic pity and forgiveness to a fallen foe,’ but of 
solid prudence and practical consideration what the fallen foe will, in all 
li]j|^lihood, do when once on his feet again. Written oii^ her memory, in 
a distinctly instructive manner, Germany has an experience of 400 years 
on this point ; of whi^h on the English memory, if it ever was recorded 
there, there is now hctle or no trace visible. ... No nation ever had so 
bad a neighbour as Germany has had in France for the last 400 years ; 
bad in all mamier of ways ; insolent, rapacious, insatiable, unappeasable, 
continually aggressive. . . Germany, I do clearly believe, would be a 

foolish nation not to think of rais^g up some secure boundary fence 
between herself and^such a neighbour now that she has the chance. 
There is no law of nature thj^t I know of, no Heavens Act of Pftbliament 
whereby France, alone oA terrestrial beings^ shall not restore any portion 
of her plundered goods wjien tlie owners they were wrenched from ^av^ 
an opportunity upon them. . . *. The French complain dreadfully of 
threatened ‘loss pf hoqour’ ; and lamentable^lj^^^ders plead earnestly, 
‘Don’t dishonour France ; leave poor Prance’s honour bright.’ But will 
it save the honoiir of France to refuse paying for the glass she has 
voluntcvrily broken in her neighbour’s windows. The attack uppp the 
windows was her dishonour. Signally disgraceful to any nation was her 
late assault on Germany : equally signal has been the ignominy of its 
execution on the part of France. The honour of France can be saved 
^nly hy the dedp repentance of France, and by the serious determination 
never to do so again — to do the reverse of so for ever henceforth, . . . 
For the present, I rqust say, France looks more and fnore delirious, 
mieerable, blamable, pitiable and even contemptible. She refuses to see 
the facte that are lying palj>ably before her face, and^ the penalties she 
hawi brought upon herself. A France scattered into anarchic ruin, wi^- 
out ^©oogniBab^^ head ; hecidy or chief, indistinguishable from feety or 
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An excelktnt letter which we ‘must. suDmit l!b 


the 


V«rsaill^s people*in the ATomte^r. 

Busily engaged all t^ ‘evening. Trans^^ed :5pr.the 
Jiing articles published by The Tirties hnd Daily lele- 
grapi^ warmly approvin^^ of the restoration of ,the 
jGrerman Empire, ^nd the imperifil dignity* ^ 


* TJie'Times Artioie, ^after stating that not merely %he 
f».ct the restoration df the German Empire but also 
th^^ na^ner in which it had been brought about 5<^rfld 
only be regarded with the liveliest satisfaction, proceeds 
as follows ; — ' 


i^he political significance of this change cannot be 
placed too high. A mighty revolution has been accom- 

rabble ; Ministers flying up in balloons ballasted with nothing 'ele^ but 
outrageous public ftes, proclamations of victories that were creatures of 
the fancy ; a Government subsisting altogether on mendacity, willijjg 
that horrid bloodshed should conifinue and increase rather than that^ they, 
beautiful Republican creatures, should cease to ha^ the guidance of it ; 
I know not when and where there was seen a nati^ so covering itself 
with dishonour. . . . The quantity of conscious mendacity that Fj'ance, 
official and other, has perpetrated latterly, especially since July last, is 
something wonderful and fearful. And, alas ! perhaps even that is small 
compared to the self-delusion and u-^onscious mendacity long prevalent 
among the French. . . . To me at times the moufnfullest symptom in 
France is the figure jts ‘ men of genius,^ ^s highest literary speakers, 
^wh^ should be prophets and s€ers to it, make at/ present, and, ind^e^, for 
a ifwieration back have been making, ^t is evidently their belief that 
r^w celestial wisdOm is radiating out of’ France upon all the other over- 
shadowed nations ; f>.«t France is the new Moun^ Zion^of the qniverse ; 
and that all this sad, sordid, seidi-delirious, and, in good part, infernal 
stuff which French literature has been preaching to us^for the last fifty 
years 4s a veritable new Gospel out of Heaven, pregnant with blesaedness 
for all the sons of men. ... 1 believe Bismarck {sic) will get his Alsace 
and what he wants of Lorraine ; and likewise J:hat it will do him, and us, 
and all the world, and even France itself by and by, a great deal of^ood. 

. . . (Bismarck) in fact seems ^ me to be striving with* strong faculty^ 
by patient, grand and successful steps, to\fards an object beneficial to 
Germans* and to all other men. That noble, patient, deep, and solid 
Germany should be at length welded into a nation and become Queen of 
the Continent, in%te€wi of vapouring, vain -glorious, gesticulating, quarrel- 
some, restless and over-sensitive France, seems to me the hoj>efulle8t 
public fact that has occurred in.my time.” — The TaANsui^roB. 
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plishecf i5 Europe, all our traditions Jiavo suddenly 

becomo'^l'fiiquated. No one can pretend to prediot’^he 
relations the Gr^t ' Pcfrvers ; but it ia^ not very 
d3B.cult to forecast in a general way tbp political 
tendencies’ of the tim'fe on which we are about to enter. 
Ttere .will be^ powerful united Germany, presided over 
hy- a family which represents not (;vnly ats interests, but 
its military fame. On the ''one side will be ^Russia, 
Str<5hg and 'Watchful as ever ; but on the other side will 
be Ftance, which, whether patient under her reverses 
or burning for revenge, will be for a time incapable of 
playing that great part in Europe which belonged to 
her even under the feebleness of the Restoration. Thus, 
whereas we had formerly two strong centralised military 
emf)ires, whth a distracted, unready nation between 
tliem, w^hich might be ground to powder whenever the 
two" closed to crush it, there is now a firm barrier 
erected in Central Europe, and the fabric is correspond- 
ingly strengthened. In this the policy of past genera- 
tions of English statesmen is fulfilled. Tliey all desired 
the creation of a strong Central Power, and laboured 
for it in peace and war by negotiations and alliances, 
noy,^^with the Empire^, now with the 'new State \vbicb 
had arisen in the North.'’ 

On the instructions of the Chief, I also wrote a 

C a 

para^aph for the press to the effect that we are no 
longpr opposed by France, but rather by the cosmo- 
politan Red Republicans, Garibaldi and Mazzini (who 
are with Gambetta, and act as his counsellors), and 
.Polish, Spanish, and Danish adherents of that party. 
The aims of these godd people are indicated in a letter 
from the son of the Prefect Ordinaire, who describes 
himself as an officer in Garibaldi’s General Staff. This 
letter, which is dated from Autun on the 16 th of 
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November, an^ addressed 1;o the editor of ^e* fiews- 
paper I^oits contains the*^i^owifig 

passage 

. ^ “You ^ill see ‘from tlie post-marl? where we are 
now stationed— in one of l^e mo^t priest-ridden towns * 
0 / France. It is ^the centre of n\onarcliicaf reacticjn. Lb 
locks l^essjike a toj-vn^ tttan an eftoimous monastefy^ 
hx^e black xyalls and bJlIred window’s, behind which 
moijks.cff' all colours intrigue and pray in darkness 
silence for the'success of l^he^ood causa* In the streets 
’bur red shirts are constantly bi*ushing against the black 
of the priest. The whole population, from the 
tradespeople downwards, present a' mystic aspect^ and 
appear as if they had been all drenched in holy water. 
We are regarded here as if we had been inscribed upon 
the Index, and the calumjiies that are rained wpon u« 
rival the deluge. A breach of discipline (which is 
unavoidable in the ca.se of a voluriteer army) is 
immediately exaggerated into a great crime. Trkles’are 
transformed into outrages that deserve to be punished 
by death. ‘ The mountain frequently gives birth to a 
mere nhiuse, but tjre bad impressi^ produced upon the 
^.^biic mind remains. * , • * , 

Would you* believe it ? .The bfficials themselves 
put difficulties in ©lA way ! They e^ho,, I hope un- 
wittingly, the calumnies tfiat are circulated against us, 
and rggard us with evident ill will. Indeed, our fallow 
citizens are almost inclined to look upon our army 
as a band of brigands. Can yoQ imagine that the 
monarchists have not in .the least renounced their mis-* 
chievous endeavours, and hate us because we have sworn 
never to permit the re-erection of those, mountebank 
stages from wffiich kings and emperors have ordered 
nsftions as the humour took them ? Yes, we proclaim 
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the ^loud that we are soldiers 'of t]?»e Revolution, 
and I wa^jA. add not of the French c.R^>olution al(^^e, 
but of the Cosmopolitan revobfuon. ‘ Italians, Spaniards, 
Roles, and Hungarians, in gathering undef fhe French 
flag, cleatiy understand tlrat they are defending the 
Universal RejSiblic. The real nature ol the struggle is 
noSv evident. It is a war between ^the > principle of the 
divine right of kings "and of force, and that of popular 
8&y6reignty, civilisation, and freedom. The fatherland 
disap|)ears befoih the Republic. 

We are citizens of the world, and whatever 
happen we will fight to the d^ath for the realisation nf 
that noble ideal of the United State^^ of Europe, that is 
to say, the fraternisation of all free peoples. The 
monarchical reactionaries know that, and so they re- 
iaforce the Prussian forces with their own Jegions. We 
havfe the enemies’ l^ayonets in front, and treason behind 
Why is not every old official sent about his busi- 


us. 


nesS"? oWhy are not all the old generals of the Empire 
ruthlessly cashier^l ? Cannot the Government of 
National Defence see that ^chey are being betrayed, and 
that these people, with their hypocritical manoeuvres, 
shapJeful capitulations, and inexplicable retreats areT>rq^ 
paring for a Bonapartist jestoration, or, at least, for ihe 
accession of an O^rCuns or a Bourbon ? ^ 

But the Government, ^hich has undertaken the 
task^of delivering the contaminated soil of France from 
foreign hordes, should take c«ire. In times like the 
present, and under ^ the fearful conditions in which we 
=.find ourselves, it is not enough to be honest. It is also 
necessary to show energy, to keep a cool li^ad, and not 
to allow one’s^ s^lf to be drowned in a glass of water. 
Uet the Cremieuxs, tl^e Glais-Bizoins, and the Fourichons 
remember the manner in which the men of 1792 and 
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^’93 acted ! To- df^ we need a Dan to#, a R^#^ierre,* 
th^ men of Conventioit ! ♦Awa'y with gentle- 

men ! A^ake :^om for ,Reyt)kiti«n ! Tltft alone ean 
save us. * G»reat crises demand great ingasi^tes ! ” * '• • 

' • The fatherland • disappears i)cfore the . Republic I 
Resort to the great measures adopted by Danton'and 
ilobespierre ! Behead ev^ry oi\e who differs from u^’in 
religicTus Utid politidhl al^rs, and ^tablish the guillotiife 
a% a permanent institution. Dismiss Generals Cliari^y 
antb Bourbaki, Faidhurbe and Vinoy, Ducrot and TroShu, 
,.^and appoint private soldleru ip their place. That is the 
gospel preached by the son of a Prefect in the depart- 
- 'meiTC'aof Doubs, an officer of Garibaldi’s General Staff. 
I wonder whether ’these proposals will commeml# them- 
selves to many^of the Versailles people when they see 
this letter*in the Moniteu^' one of these days ? » 

Tuesday, December \^th . — In the morning vrote 
another article on the confession of faifiJi of the cosmo- 
politan RepuVilicans. The Chief’s health is som^hat 
better, only he feels very exhausted. . . . 

At lunch Bucher, Hatzfaldt, ancT Keudell declared in 
1^11 seriousness that they thought the Chancellor would 
resign. ^It was “jestingly sugge^tec\ that he woiffd be 
’ Toll^wed by a Ministry under Bask^, who would be “a 
kind of Ollivier,” ap4 then half in joke, half in earnest, 
the possibility was diseussed of ' dur having* i’or a 
Chancellor Delbrtick,— “ a very clhver man, but no 
politician.” , 

I regarded it as absolutely ir^conceivable that the 
Chief could ever be allowed to resign, .even if he 
requested to be relieveTi from office. They thought, 
nevertheless, that it tvas possible. I said that in such 
circumstances they would be obliged to ’recall him in 
less than a month. Bucher questioned whether he 
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^ would florae ba^, aryi said positively® that so far as he' 

kn^w liitjadf the dounf once retired,, he would n^er 
' take office ti^in. He ‘ enjoye^ himself Tar tqfS well at 
Vrfrzin, free from business and worry of 'every kind. 
He liked best of all fco- be in ihe weeds and fields. The 
Countess had ^nce said to him': “ Belie^-e me, a turnip 
interests him (Bi^arck) more than all your politicsi,^' 
That statement, , however, nhjjist not be hastily 

accepted, and must be limited to a temporary ..state of 
feeing. \ ' * *' ' 

About 1.30 P.M. I waa shminoned to the ChahCellor.--^. 
He wished me to call attention to the difficulties of the. 
King of Holland with regard to a new Ministry, 
point ‘to this as the result of a purely Parliamentary 
‘ systfem under which the advisers of the Crown must 
rfitire, whatever the condition of affairs mf\y be, when a 
majority of the representatives is opposed to them on 
any question. •>^He observed: “I remember w'hen I 
^‘hecame. Minister that there had been tw’enty or twenty- 
one Ministries sinc^ the introduction of the constitu- 
tional system. ^ If the principle of Ministers retiring 
before a hostile majority be too strictly enforced, dar too 
many- politicians wilf' be used aip. Then mediocrities 
will have to be taken for the post, and finally there*S»ill 
be no one left who will care to devote himself to such*a 

f f *• _ 

trade. _ The moral is that either the advantages of a 
Minister’s position must be increased, or the Parlia- 
mentary system must be applied, le.ss stringently.” * 

The Chief went cout for a drive at 3 o’clock, after 
c cRusisell had* again called upon him. 

He talked after dinner about his negotiations with 
Russell and the* demands of Gdrtschakoff. He said 
amongst other things : “ They do not wanf^ in London to 
give an unqualified approval to the proposal that the 



38s 


^ Dec.<^i87«b] GERATANY AND RUSGIA 

— ^ 0 » 

'Black Sea sb^l be again given u>p to Russia ^ifd the 
Ti/ks with soverei^ty over its coast.^jfl^ey are 
afraid of public opinion i^England, "and returns 

^a^ain ando^again to the idea that some equivalent mi^t 
possibly be found. ^ He asked, fot instance, k^hether it^ 
^ould not be possible for us to join in the agreeipent c>f 
the 16th April, ^^1856. * I replied that Germany had 
ny real interest in the' ]ilatter. Or whether we woul3. 
binjd Qp^selves to observe neutrality in case* of a coiIf^ii5t 
some day breaking out there. I told ,Wm I was hot in 
'favour of a conjectural policy, such as his suggestion 
r-ia^uilved. It would depend altogether on circumstances. 
For the present we saw no reason why we should take 
any part in the matter. That ought to suffice foi’ him. 
Besides I did not believe that gratitude had no place in 
politics. The^present Tsar^had always acted in friendly 
and benevolent manner towards us. Austria, on"* the 
other hand, was up to the present littife to be trusted 
and took up at times a very dubious attitude, j Of 
course he knew himself how far wp were indebted to 
England. The friendship oCthe Tsar y-^s the legacy of 
old reltitions, based partly on family connections, but 
-.partly also on the recognition t^a^our interests are^not 
opp^ed to his. -.We did not know what those relations 
would be in future^ and therefore it was ijmpossible to 
speak about them. . . . Our position would nQvr be 
different to what it was formerly. We should b§ the 
only Power that had reason to be satisfied ; we had no 
call to oblige any one of whose willingness to reciprocate 
our services we could not altogether feel sure. . . . “ He , 
returned again and again to the suggestion as to an 
equivalent, and at length asked me if I could not pro 
pose something. I spoke of making the Dardanelles 
^fld the Black Sea free to all. That would please 
VOL. I 
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Russia fts'^she could.^'then pjiss from £he J^Iack Sea into' 
the'-MedrE^^anean, and Turkey also ao could h^e 
ter, fi^end^, /including th'e Americans, near <^^lier. It 
would remove olie of the reasons why the .Americans 
^el4 with ‘ the Russians, naniely, fheir desire for free 
navigation in rail seas. , He seemed t6 recognise the 
t^^h of that.” Thfe Chancellor ad.ded't “ a matter 
of fact, the Russians Should ndt have been so modest in 
tffgi]^‘ demands. They ought to have asked fdt more, 
and then the matter of the Black Sea would have been 
granted to them without any difficulty.” Turning td“ 
Abeken the Minister said : “ Write that to Be rnsjx irif 
and also to Reuss for his information. In writing to 
the latter, suggest that in St. Petersburg they should 
try to find something harmless that woffid lo.ok like an 
e»qui valent.” 

The conversation then turned upon the four new 
points of intern'Ational law respecting navigation — that 
no privateers should be fitted out, that goods should not 
be seized so far as .they were not contraband of war, 
and that a bloc^kade was ohly valid when effective, &c. 
The Chief remarked that one of these was flagrantly 
violffied by the Frenm^in burning a cJerman ship. , H^ 
concluded the conversation on this head by sa'^hg, 
“ We , must ^ee hpw we are to get srid of this rubbish.”" 

Wednesd<xy, December’ tAth . — ^The German party 
of centralisation are still dissatisfied with the Bavarian 
Treaty. Treitschke writes me 'from Heidelberg on the 
subject in an almost despairing tone : “I quite under- 

«. stand that Count Bismarck could not have acted 

0 . * 

otherwise, but it remains a very regrettable affair all 
the same. Ravaria has once more clogged our feet as 
jlhe did in 1813 in t^ie Treaty of Ried. <So long as we 
our leading statesman we can manage to mov©,*in 
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‘spite of that. % But how will it ^be *later on ? l^umnnot 
fe«f that^unqu^ttoning ^nfideqc^ in the vit^^^S^ of the 
new EmpCte which I had m tKat qf the North 
jConfederaiion. I ^ only hope th^lt the nation will^ 
prosper, owing to its own vigoiy', in spite^ of 

(constitutional deficiencies.'' , ^ . 

• The ni^ief ttnd Counh Holnsteiii dined with us; 
Politics were} not discuf^)?ed. The Minister was ver^ 
cheerfi^Pand communicative, and spoke on a variety •of 
subjects. Hf3 said, anic^ngst other things, that as a 
'^oung man he was a swift runher and a good jumper. 
— fB^L^ns, on tlie other hand, are unusually strong in the 
arms. He should not care to try a fall with either of 
them. 

The Minister then sent for the gold pen that had 
been presented to him liy Bissinger, the jeweder, an(i 
mentioned that the Countess had written to him asl^ing 
about it, remarking that doubtless if^was a lie, like 
the story of the baby at Meaux." We now he^rd'^for 
the first time that a new-born baby, the child of one of 
the French soldiers who had fallen in on^ of the recent^ 
battles, 'was supposed to have be^ smuggled into the 
Cdiiuf's bed. This was,'" of course, a*’ mere newspaper 
invention. . " 

The conversation fifterwards turned on tlm- deputation 
from the Reichstag, which was already at Strassburg,’and 
woulcf arrive here to-morrow. The Chancellor said ; 
“We must begin to thirtk what we are to reply to their 
address. The speech-making will bo a real pleasure to 
Simson- He has been already engjiged in several affairs 
of the kind— ^in the firpt deputation to the Hohenzollern- 
burg respecting the imperial dignity, ife makes a good 
speech, loves to talk, and thoroughly enjoys himself on 
su6h occasions." . ^ 

n c 2 
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i^ftieken observed that JLowe, tlie rujember of the 
R^chstag^&aid that l^e^ also ^lad taken /(part in suc^ a 
^fuiiction, Di«t had afl^erw’arda plenty of opp®;rtunity to 


_ think over the haatter in a foreign country.' ^4 

„“Ah! Was he also engaged in the 1849 adair ? ” 

p '^9 

asked the Chief. 

5 ' “ Yes,” said ‘Bucher ; “ he wa*s Presid^Iit of the 
Reichstag.” ' 

But,” said the Chief, “ he need not hav« left his 
country on account of the part he took in the proposal 
as to the Emperor. It hiust have been because of life 
journey to Stuttgart, which was quite a rl i fferent ^.pryJ k 
The Minister then spoke of the Hohenzollernbiirg, 
where each branch of the family had a special suite of 
apartments ; of an old castle in Pomertaniq.. where all 
membcFS of the family of Dewitz had a right to lodgings, 
— if was now reduced to a picturesque ruin, after having 
long served as h stone quarry for the inhabitants of the 
nei^hlx)uring country town ; and afterwards of a landed 
proprietor who had a singular way of raising money. 

“ He was always hard up, and on one occasion, when he 
was in desperate 8 t^.aits, his woods were attacked by 
caterpillars, then a fire, 4 .broke out, and finally a number • 
of trees were blown down by a gale. Jle was miserable-, - 
and thought he was bankrupt. S'O'the timber had to' be 
solcF, -and he suddenly found himself in possession of a 
lot < 3 f money, fifty or sixty thousand thalers, which set 
him on his legs again. It had never occurred to him 
that he could have his trees cut down.” 

This story led thp Chief tp speak of another extra- 
ordinary gentleman, a neighbour of his. „ (Query, in 
Varzin.) “Jle had ten * or twelve estates, but was 
always short of re^dy money, and frequently felt a 
desire to §pend some. When he wished to invite softie 
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people to a d«ent lunch usually sold an *esj^e, so 
thsrt- at length\e had on^ one or jbwo left. fJ^Sme of his 
own tenarjts bought one ’the' former lot f\om hi^ji /or^ 
^5,000 theiers, pay hi g him 5,000 thalefs down. They 
then sold a quantity of timber for Shipbuilding purposes, * 
f^r 22,000 thale’rSj an idea whicji, of coussc, had, never 
occurred to^im.^’ ^ * • • • * 

^ Tha Minuiter then referred to the • Hartschicre (big 


tall^mqif^ •chosen for the Royal Body Guarct on accSi^t 
of their size) ih Munich, who made a i^’eat imp^rSssion 
ifpon him owing to their bulk a*nd general character, and 
-j^if'O.are understood to bo .excellent connoisseurs of beer. 

Finally it was mentioned that Co'unt Bill was the first 
German to ride into Rouen. Somebody remarkeef that 
his appearance \^ould have convinced the inhabitants of 
that city that*our troops h^id not up to the present beei 
put on short rations. This led the Chancellor to sjfeak 
again of the strength of his “ youngstefS.” “ They are 
unusually strong for their age,” he said, “ although they 
have not learnt gymnastics — very •much against my 
desire, but it is not considered the propet thing for the 
sons ofbi diplomatist.” ^ 

• ^Vhile enjoying his after dinr^r cigar the Chief s^Ved 
if tli^ members f\f his staff were snrfokers. Yes, every 
one of them, Abek(?n* replied. “ Well, the,n,” sai^l the 
Minister, “ Engel must divide the . Hamburg cigars 
amongst them. I have received so many that if the .war 
were to last for twelve nfonths 1 should still bring some 
home with me.” * 

Thursday^ Decembe% 15th. — j^Count Fi’ankenberg • 
and Count Lehndorff joined us at dinner. Prince Pleas 
coming in half an hour later. * The Chief .was in high 
spirits and ve»y talkative. The conversation at first 
tiitned on the question of the day, that is say, the 
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commaiK^ment of the bombardmefit. 
said be expected within the ae:^ 


•Xhe Minister ‘ 
eight or 'fpn 

daj^s. ^ It \'/<^uld possibly not very si^ccess^ul during 
thh first weeks, <as the Parisians had had tiipe to take 
^preeautioifs against it/ Frankenberg said that in Berlin, 
and particulaQy in the Reichstag, no subject was so 
pnsch discussed as the reasons why tlie bonibardment 
had been postponed' up to the present. Everything 
e^se'^gave way to that. The Chief replied ; “-Y'es, but 
now that Roon gas taken the matter in hand something 
will be done. A thousand ammunition waggoiis with 
the necessary teams arc on their way here, aud ^ i^ is 
said that some of the new mortars have arrived^ Now 
that Roon has taken it up something will at last be done.” 

The manner in which the restoratioiv of the imperial 
<iignity , in Cermany had been brought before the 
Reiehstag w'as then discussed, and Frankenberg as well 
as Prince Pless'Tvero of opinion that it might have been 
better * managed. The Conservatives had not been 
infonned beforehand, and the statement was actually 
made when they were sitting at lunch. To all appear- 
ance Windthorst was not wrong when, with his usual 
dexterity in seizing Ifis^ppportunities, he remarked h^^at 
he had expected more syjnpathy from tlie Assembry.' 

“ Yes,” s^aid the Chief, “ there ought to have been a 
befctec stage manager for the farce. It should have 
had^ a mor^ effective mise-en~scene^ — but DelbrUck 
lloes not understand that sort of thing. Some one 
should have got up to express his dissatisfaction with 
t th^ Bavarian Treaties, which lacked this, that, and the 
other. Then he should have said : ' If, however, an 

equivalent were" found to eompensate for these defects, 
something. in which the unity of the natjon would find 
expression, that would be different,’ — and theh 
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Emperor should ^have 


been 


brpimht 


for^Ai ' 


ttouia 

“Moreover, Emperor is mdrc important* rffSoT m§[,ny 
people th^k. \l could ift^tel4*tlienl (that^sito s^, the 
Princes) ^hht it all means — if I Kad, I.eertaiidy sh^fdcT 
hot have succeeded. . . . i admit* that th(? Bavariarf 
Treaty has defects and deficiencies. Thjt is, howe’ver, 
ep.8ily said when’one is n©t responsiible. How would it 
have 1^een,"*then, if* I ha^ refused* to .make concessioifs 
and no«trcaty had been concluded ? It is*impossible 4:o 
conceive all Hie difficulties that woi^l have r«sufted 
‘from 'such a failure, and *for*tbat reason I was in morUxl 
,, anxiety over the easy uijconccrn of centralising gentle- 
men ifi the Diet.” . . . “ Last night,* after a long interval, 
I had again a couple of hours of good deej) slec^. At 
first 1 coukl not get off to sleep, worrying |and pofider- ‘ 
ing over all sorts of things. Then suddeidy I sjw 
Varzin Ixefore me, quite distinctly to the smallest detail 
like a big picture, with all the colours even — green 
trees, the sunshine on the stems and a blue shy above 
it all. I saw each single tree. I t|ied to get rid of it, 
but it cahie back and tortnented me,^ and* at length 
when*t faded away it was replaced by other pictures, 
_^<^uments, notes, dc«patehes^ ^ntil at last towards 
moffiing I fell asleep.” 

* Whilst Buchea and myself were^ alone at tea, he 
told me that Delbrtick, x^ho is the “ Liberal Mipister, 
holds with the Liberals and is “ thinking of the 
future.” “ At an early stage of his career the Chief 
offered him the Ministry of Commerce. Delbrtick 


declined it, saying : ‘ Yes, Excellency, but you may noj- ^ 
remain long*yourself, and I should prefer not to accept 
it. "V^at should 1* do if ^you retired ? I should be 
obliged to go too and renounce official life, and of 
«ouree that would not do.’ ” 
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ChAtDORDY AND«’;FHE truth— OFF ibERS OF. BAD FAItJ^— 

FRENCH GARBLING — THE*CROWN PRINCE DINE.^ \VITH- 
, THE CHIEF. 

Frida^f, December IQth . — In the morning I wrote 
seveial articles on M. de Chaudordy’s circular as to the 
b^barity with which we are alleged to conduct the war. 
They, were to the following effect. In addition to the 
calumnies that hh-ve been circulated for months past by 
the french press with the object of exciting pubKc 
opinion against us, a document has now been issued by 
the Provisional Government citself for the purpose of pre- 
judicing foreign*Courts and Cabinets by means of gjjrbled 
and exaggerated ac(4oults of our„condifct in the present 
war.* An official off the^Ministry of Foreign Affaihr-at* 
Tours, M. de Chaudordy, impeaches in a circular t© 
the neutral Powers. Let us consider the main points in 
his stalemenh and see how the matter stands in reality, 
and who can be justly charged ^i^ith barbarous methods 
of warfare, ourselves gr the French. 

He asserfs that we make excessive requisitions, and 
abuse our power in the‘ occupied towns and districts to 
extort impossible .contributions. We are further 'stated 
to have seized private property, and to ^ have cruelly 
burnt down towns and villages, whose inhabitants have, 
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offered resista^ 
defence of thei 


^e, or have jn any ‘.way assist 

; ^Jornroand- 


^d^^ the 

ccmntry. Our accuser says ; ^Jomiuand- 
^e ordere^*&. t6wn^to be pl^i^der^ and 
punishment for the ^cts of individual 

T oi 4- 1 w -r»z^cn 0 4“! r? 4-Vi^ ^ -r-k vm 


ing officq^ ^ha 
burnt dovin as a 
citizens whose sole crime consisted in resisting the inva- 
(Jers, thus misu*sing the inexorable discjpline ipiposQd 


uppn their troojTs. Ever)^ house in*vdiich a franctii^vtf 
hg.d be^ coUjCealed, or rettjived a iAeal» has been burnt 
down., •How can this be reconciled witti respect ^«5r 
private j)roperty ? ” The circular states tiHat in firing upon 
open towns we have introduced a procedure hitherto un- 
-oxampled in war. Finally, in addition to all our other 
cruelties, we take hostages with us 'on railway journeys 
to secure ourselves against the removal of the rails and 
other injuries aiftd dangers. 

In reply tjo these charges we offer the follojving ob- 
servations. If M. de Chaudordy understood anything 
about war, he would not complain of tl'ffi sacrifices which 
our operations have imposed upon the French • people, 
but would, on the contrary, be surpfised at our relative 
moderation. Moreover, the German .^roops respect 
private property everywhere, alth<^gh they can certainly 
Jiot be expected, after l*^ng mar<^es and severe fightjng, 
and^fter enduriug cold and .hunger, to refrain from 
securing as comfortable quarters as poijsiblq, or frqm de- 
manding, or, if the inhabitants have jfed, helping^fhem- 
selve^ to absolute necessaries such as food, drink, f]j*ing, 
&c. Moreover, instead <5f seizing private property, as M. 
de Chaudordy asserts, our soldiers have frequently done 
the reverse, and at the rj^k of th^ir own lives, rescued* 
for the .owners works^of art and other valuables which 
were endangered by the fire t)f the French guns. We 
have burnt down villages, but does our accuser know 
ribthing of our reasons fqr doing so ? Is he^ not aware 



„ . V BAKByiari • tyec. 

• ^ 

that wTotftose villagesrfranctireurs bavfi trea/^herously £red 

upon 9 U 1 . people, and that the inhahit/ats have gi^en 
every poss^ible assfataSide- tO'* i^ie murderers 'h Has he 
' hedid nothing ,of the franctireurs r who Recently left 
j Fontaines', and who boldly stated that the object of their 
match was to ^spect the houses in the neighbourhood 
which were worth pillaging ? Can he' liring forward a 
^jingle well-established case of outrage committed by our 
soldiers such' as those of which the Turcos and French 
guerillas have b<y 3 n guilty ? Have our troops cut ofi the 
noses or ears of their wounacd or dead opponents, as the 
French did at Coulours on the 30th of November ? On_^ 
the 11 th of December, when 800 German prisoner?! should 
have been brought into Lille, only 200 of them actually 
arrived, hlany of these were severely wounded, yet in- 
tend of affording them succour, the people of the town 
pelted them with snowballs, and shouted to the soldiers 
to bayonet thenv.*- The frequency with which the French 
hav^s fifed at the bearers of flags of truce is something 
unheai-d of. There is good evidence for the truth of the 
following incident, however incredible it may appear. 
On the 2 nd of December, a German sergeant ‘.named 
Steiranetz, at thee express desire of an officer of the 
Garibaldian troops,, wrote a letter to his lieutenltrit in 
Mirecourt, stating that if our side took reprisals agairftt 
Vittel,! or other places in the "neighbourhood, the ears of 
fourteen Prussian prisoners, who had fallen into the 
hands of the guerillas in a surprise attack, would be 
cut off. o 

'In many instances we have not treated those 
volunteers as soldiers, but that was only in cases where 
they did not act as soldiers, but on the contrary, 
followed the principles recommended by the Prefect, 
Luce Villard, in the address issued by him throu^ 
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the Maires to th(^ peasants of tJ^c Co?;e* d'(^ ^^iepart- 
M. V™icy^d said : ^ TM^ country dgcf yot de- 
mand yoi\should (iSllect ih large nnissefcXand openly 

oppose tEe ^3nemy^ It expects thal: eveKy morning tRfee* 
^r four resolute men timong.^t you sJiAll leave ycrur village&l 
and select some good natural position ffbm which you 
cg^n fire upon tfld Prussians withcw.it^ risk. You n>ust 
above^all direct yoh fire* against dlic ^cncmy\s cavalry, 
aiid brixHg tlieir horses in to the chief distAct town^s. *I 
will* distribute premiums amongst yoi:j^*and your 4icroic 
4eeds Shall be published* iif all the newspapers of the 
Provinces as well as in the Oftieial Journal. 


have bombarded open cities, such as Orleans, but 
is M. dc Chaudordy not aware that they were occupied 
by the enemy \ And has he forgotten tliat the Fi^inch 
bombarde(r ^he open towns of Saarbrllcken and Kcl^J ? 
Finally, as to the hostages who were obliged to aocom- 
pany the railway trains, they were tak^^h not to serve as 
a hindrance to French heroism, but as a pr,ccaution 
against treacherous crime. The railway does not convey 
merely soldiers, arms, ammunition and Ythcr w^ar 
material, against which it may be aflowablc to use 
violent measures : it ^also conveys^ great numlxirs of 
woiriided, doctors, hospital attendants and other per- 
^ctly harmless peu^’sons. Is a peasant or a franctireur 
to be allowed to endangt^r hundreds of tliose l{ves by 
removing a rail or laying a stone upon the line Let 
the F^rench see that thc.^ security of the railway trains is 
no longer threatened and the journeys made by those 
hostages will be merely outings, or our jDCoplc mayevei^ 
be able to 'forgo such precautionary measures. We 
forbear to deal any 'further » with the “charges of M. de 
Chaudordy. ^The European Cabinets are aware of the 
iiumane sentiments which inspire German methods of 
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uWarfor^^d they v^ll easi^ be able form a 
estimate ^ the value of ttiese charges. •* ^hr, moreover, 
is and ^remstfi^s war, and it'cahnSt be wa^d wi|;ii velvet 
gloves. We shoald perhaps less frequently employ the 
fron gloves' if the Government of National Defence had 
nof decjared a c people’s war, which invariably leads to 
greater harshness j than a c'onflict bctwee^n regular 


armies. 


*^hl en, who is still unwell, Hatzfeldt, who -fe indis- 
posed, *and Keudhll, who received a command to dine 
with the King, were absent from dinner. Count" 
Holnstein and Prince Putbus were present as quests. 
The first subject to be touched upon was the Bavarian 
Treaty,** which Holnstein expected would be approved of 
by tfie second Bavarian Chamber, in which a,.two-thirds 
m?jority ,was necessary. It was already -known that 
there” were only some forty members opposed to it. It 
was also practically certain that it would not be rejected 
by the Upper House. 

“ Thuengen will doubtless be in favour of it,” 
observed the C^ief. ’ 

“ I believe so,” replied Holnstein, “ as ho also Voted 
in fa(yt)ur of joining in the war.” ' , . 

“Yes,” said the ° Minister, “he is one of the hcmest 
Particularists but there are some "'who are not honest 
and vdio have other objects in view.” 

“ Certainly,” added Holnstein. “ Some of the patriots 
showed that quite clearly. Thfey omitted the words, 

‘ For King and Country,’ retaining only ‘ Mit Gott.’ ” 

= c Putbus then referred to the approaching holidays, 
and said it would be a good idea to give the people,in the 
hospital a Christmas tree. A collection had been started 
• for’ that purpose, dnd^ 2,500 francs had already been 
S&ceived. “ Pless and I put down our names,” he said.'* 



397 


De<wj6, 1830] 






vfruDj^ Bdi: z^/cj^ot 


“ THe subscr^tion®list was then laid before ^ttf»Grand\ 
Bj&e of Wevt^^* and he gave 300 fran«s';^ and ,the 
Coburger I, whoVvas then^ttacke<3, gdve 20(^. ^ He^would 
certainly ^idve been glad to get out of it. He should at 
^east have contrived, not 4,0 give^more than Weimar o# 
less than PlesS.” “ It must certainly ^ave been very 
disagreeable to JEiim,” said the Minuter. Putbus : “ Hijt 
why ?*^He is a rich’ma'ni ” The 'Chief : “ Very rich f” 
!?utbu8<=». “ ^Vhy, certainly, he has come iif for an "tencTr- 
mous forest which is worth over a milljOn.’ TheHhiof : 
^ The Crown Princess secured^ that. for him through all 
sorts of stratagems, which she also tried on with me. 
But Iblave done with him. He shall never get my sig- 
nature again.” Putbus: “ Besides, 200 francs ! Hii ought 
not to feel it so much. It is not much more than 'fifty 
thalers. Bui it is just like him ! ” Putbus, ^then sidd 

they intended to submit the list of subscriptions to his 
Majesty, whereupon the Chief remarked : “ Then you 
will also allow me to join.” Putbus afterwards added that 
Weimar had “ not shown himself OYer-generous in other 
matters. He established an ambulance ;:^r hi's regiment, 
whereoa couple of officers are now being cared for. He 
^^pianded payment for theip, Seep from the 'Com- 
mafiSant, which^of course only the doctors are entitled 
fo do.” “ But suffeiy they have not ^iven it to him ? ” 
said the Chief. Putbus “ Oh, yes they have kkough, 
but not without making some remarks oh the 8i|bject 
thar^led to a great deal-of bad language on his part.” 

It was then mentioned that a French balloon had 
fallen down near Wetzlar and th^t Ducrot was said to 
be in it. “,,1 suppose he will be shot then,” said Putbus. 

“ No,” replied the Chief. The comrnon jail. Ten 
years’ penal sfirvitude. If he is brought before a court- 
tpiartial nothing will happen to him. But a Council of 
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n Honolij^ would certajuly condemn him. I have been 

told bytofiicers.” * / 

“ .^ny *^ther news oh rnfiitary m^ttcrst^ ” asked 
Putbus. * • «. 


*’ “ Perhaps at the G’eneral Gtaff,” replied the Minister, 

“but w,e knowr, nothing here. We only get such inforr 
rpation as can be obtained by dint of begging, and that 
is little enough.” ' v . . 

' ^patcr on* it was stated that the Govern'dient of 
Natiortal DefcncV was thinking of contracting a new 


loan. Turning to me, the Minister said : “ It may Ijo 
useful to call attention in the press to the danger 
investors run in lending money to this Government. It 
would 'be well to say that the loans made to the present 
Government might possibly not be recognis^-'d by that 
with which we concluded peace, and that we might even 
makd that one of the conditions of the peace. That 
should be sent fO the English and Belgian press in 
partifcular.” 

Lbwinsohn mentioned to me in the evening that a 
Conservative ok high position, from whom he sometimes 
obtained information, Jiad said to him, that his firiends 
were Anxious to knOw what the King was going to^suy 
to the deputation from the Reichstag. It was under- 
stood that he, was, not pleased at their coming, as only 
the fifsij Reichstag which would represent all Germany, 
and not the l^orth German Reichstag, could tender, him 
the imperial crown. (Doubtless*’ the King is thinking 
less* of the Reichstag, which cannot proffer him the 
imperial dighity independently, but only in concert with 
the Princes in the name of the whole people, than of 
the Princes themselves, all of whom will not as yet have 
replied to the proposal of the King "of Bavaria.) 
Furthermore^ this Conservative of high position would^ 
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prefer to see lie King become Emptjror of PrusslJl (A 
natter of tastS^ .Under the otlier arrangement Pru®ia 
ivill be lo,^ in (^rmany,^jrd tliat arouses ser%ples*in his^ 
oaind. Liiwunsohn “also reported that the Crown Prince 
LS very indignant a£ certain correspondents who com- * 
gared Chateaudlin to Pompeii, and drew lively jiictures 
of* the devastation of the Country owing to the war.* | 
3Ugges1;ed to ^Lbwinsohi? ^hat he ^hou4d deal with the 
subjec^ the new French loan and that of “ Chaintor^ly 
and * Garibaldi’s car-clijopers ” in th** TndcpenTlarice 
llelge, with which he is connec'ted. • He promised to do 
this to-morrow. 

An Article for the KdJnischc ^citunrj on the new 
French loan was accordingly despatched in the follow- 


ing form • 

“Yet another loan ! ^ With wicked unconcern th*c 
gentlemen who now preside over the fortunes of France 
and who are plunging her deeper andTleejier into moral 
and material ruin, arc also trying to explicit ‘fortiign 
countries. This was to be anticipated for some time 
past, and *we are thereforc^not surprised at it. AVe 
would, •however, call the attentioj^of tlie financial world 
■t^Jbhe very obvious daflgers accompanying the advan- 
tages which Avilljbe offered to -them! AVe will indicate 
them in a few words, "in order to make thc,mattev clear. 
High interest and a low* r^te of issue may bJi "very 
tempting. But, on the other hand, the Government 
which makes this loan* is recognised neither by the 
whole of France nor by a sin^e European Power. 
Moreover, it should be remembered that we have already 
stated piir intention^that measures would be taken to 
prevent the repayment of Certain loans. which French 
municipalities tried to raise for thp purposes of the war. 
We imagine tljat is ^ sufficient hint th^t the same 
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princi^e^might be oapplied on a Jarger^ scale. The 
Fr 9 nch, Gfe-^eminent whfch concludes pe^^ with PrfT^ia 
and her aSii^s (and thsft* will^presuma^ly be the 

prfe^ent Government) ' will in all probability^ be bound, 
'among other conditions of peace, iiot to recognise a!s 
binding the ei^agements foi* payment of interest and 
r^edemption of loaijs made by MM. Gahibetta and Fav];e^ 
The Government, referred to »wrll iinqucstibnab^ have 
the right to do this, as those gentlemen, althoi>gh it is 
true they speak^qu the name of France, have received 
no mission and no authority from the country. ' Peopte 
should therefore be on their guard.” 

Wollmann came up to me after 10 o’clock, fmd said 
that the deputation from the Reichstag had arrived. 

" Their chairman, Simson, was now with ,.the Chief, who 
v^uld doubtless inform him of the King’s disinclination 
to receive them before all the Princes had sent letters 
declaring their approval. These letters would go first to 
the Kiqg of Bavaria, who would afterwards send them to 
our King. All the Princes had already telegraphed 
their approval— only Lippe still appeared to entertain 
scruples. Probably in consequence of this postpoieement 
it wilA be necessary,for'a few members of the deputation 
tofaUill. • ' 

Saturday, Decemher \7th. — In, the course of the 
forenppn I wrote a second paragraph on the new French 
loan. 

dm the afternoon wrote another article on the iJver- 
increasing instances, of French officers breaking their 
parole and absconding from the places where they were 
interned, and returning to France to take service against 
us again. Over 4ifty of these cases have occurred up djo 
the present. They include officers of all ranks, and even 
three generals — namfely, Ducrot, Cttmb:jiel, and Barrab 
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at^e o^ Sedan we could have ’ reilfle^d the 
wl^ aiiut up in that fortress harmless ,by 


e bat 
that 

destroyid^ it. \Human^^» ho^^er* and ja^th ii^ their 
pledged wpfd induced us to forgo tha* measure. ^I^he* 
dkpitulation was grated, ^d wenvere justified in con-* 
sidering that all the officer^ had agreed its terjns ai^d 
wpre prepared ti? ‘fulfil the conditions, which it imposed. 
If thatr was fiot the ought to have been informed, 

of the fatjb. *We should ^en have treate(7 those eitcej5- 
tiofiS in an ex£ieptionSl way, that is to not accorded 

tx^ the (5fficers in question tlte «ame. treatment t£at was 
granted to the others. In other words, they would not 
have b^en allowed the liberty which they have now 
abused in such a disgraceful manner. It is tru^ that 
the great majqjaty of the captive officers have l^ept 
their word, ai^d one might therefore have dismissed th5 
matter with a shrug of tte shoulders. But the affair 
assumes another aspect when the French Provisional 
Government approves this breach of their pledgebd word 
by reap23ointing such officers to the^egiments that are 
opposing u'S in the field. Hhs there beeij a single case 
in whieja one of these deserters was refused readmission 
to l^he ranks of the French arm^^? Oc have any F:rt3pch 
office/s protested ^against the readmission of such com- • 
r^es into their « 0 ]ips ? It is, th^refojre, not the 
Government alone, but al^?o the officers of FrancA,«who 
consider this disgraceful conduct to be correct. ,The 
consequence, however, wSl be that the German Govern- 
ments will feel bound in duty to censider whether the 
alleviation of their imprisonment, hitherto accorde<f to < 
French officers is consistent with the interests of Ger- 
many. And further, we musb ask oursefvep the question 
whether we sl^ill be justified in ^lactng confidence in 
a»y of the promijpes of the present French Government 
VOIi. I 5 D 
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when ^ wants to treat with German^, without i^aferial 
gu^rante^ end pledges. ® 

Wg wete joined ht difiner IS^ Herr A^nifn-JSrochlen- 
dor£f, a brothervin-law of the Chief, a gdntieman of 
Energetic aspect, and’ apparently a little over fifty. The 
Minister was i^ very good hdmour, but the conversation 
tjjis time was not particularly intere'&ting. It chiefly 
turned upon the bombardment, and the attithde as'sumed 
t(ywafds that ^^uestion by a certain party at head (Quarters. 
Amins related tLg.t when Griivenitf spoke to the Crotvn 
Prince on the matter, the latter exclaimed : “ Impcfssibled 
nothing to be done ; it would be to no purpose,” and 
when Gravenitz ventured to argue the point, the^'Prince 
declared : “ Well, then, if you kncJw better, do it 1 
Bonfbard it yourself ! ” To which Grii^enitz replied : 
“"Jfour ^oyal Highness, I can only fire q, jeti de joie 
{ich^kctnn nur Victoria schiessen).” The Chief re- 
marked : “ That" counds very equivocal.” The Crown 
Prince told me the same thing, viz., if I thought the 
bombardment would be successful, I had better take 
over the command. I replied that I should like to very 
much — for twenty-four hours, but not longer. He then 
added in French, doubtless on account’ of the servants : 
y For I do not understand anything about it, although t 
bebeve I know as much as he does, for he has no great 
knowledge of these matters.” 

SuTiday, ' December iSih . — At 2 o’clock the Chief 
drove off to the Prefecture for the purpose of introdflcing 
the deputation of the Reichstag to the King. The 
Princes residing in Vei; 3 aille 8 were in attendance upon his 
Majesty. After 2 o’clock the SLing, accompanied by the 
Heir Apparent and Princes Charles'and Adalbert, entered 
bh.0 reception room where the other Princes,jjJie Chancellcu 
of the Confederation, and the Generals grouped themaelv^ 
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aroviidliiin. Amorig those present ^ere ^li^ GrAi^Dukes 
ofjjihden, Olc^nhiirg and Art^eiiAar, the Duk^ ,Ck)burg 
and Meixfi^en, the three^«redftary Grand DWies, prince 
William Wiirtemberg and a nu&ber ©f other priileblj^ 
personages. Simsofi. deliv^ed hi» Address to +he King/ 
who answered wery mueh*in the sense ^hat had Been 
anticipated. A* Sinner «f eighty, (Rovers, which 
given at 5 o^3lock, lArough^; the ceremony to a close. * 

On cwr way back from the park WollnSann told me 
that* the Chief had recently writte^ to the •King 
requesting to be permitted fo .take .part in the councils 
of war. The answer, however, was that he had always 
been caHed to join in councils of a. political nature, as in 
1866, that .a similar course would also be followed in 
future, and^ that he ought to be satisfied with that. 
(This story is, probably not quite correct, for Wollmapn 
is incapable of being absolutely accurate.) 

Monday, December 19th . — I agwifi wrote calling 
attention to the international revolution which aijrays 
its guerilla bands and heroes of th^ barricades against 
us. The article was to the following efiPect. ^We under- 
stood ad first that we were only fighting with France, and 
tj;i%t was actually the caee up t^ ^dan. After th» 4th 
of September anqther power rose up. against us, namely 
tile universal Republic, an international association of 
.cosmopolitan enthusiasts 'who dream of the pjiited 
States of Europe, &c. 

In the afternoon I teok a walk in the park, in the 
course of which I twice met the Chief driving with Sim- 
son, the President of the^Reichstag. The Minister «was. 
invited to djne with the Crown Prince at 7 o’clock, but 
first joined our table Tor half *n hour, die spoke of his 
drive with Simaon ; “ The last time-^he was here was 
dftar the July RAvolution in 1830.* I thought he would 
’ ' n ’%) 2 
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^be intQjrelfeed iti tbe p^rk and the beafitifuKviews, bilt he 
showedT no ^gn of it. It would appe^ 6hat he heS ^o 
feefing for iandscap6 b^ahty. • ^'here ar^many people of 
that kind. So fgir as t am aware, there ar^ no Jewish 
landscape-painters, indeed 1^,0 Jewish painters at all.^ 
Some one ment^ned the nam6s of Meyerheim and Bende^ 
rn'apn. Yes,'' the ^hief replied^ ‘‘Meyetlteim; but Bendg- 
ihann had only Jejvish-grandpai^eirts. *' There Sre plenty of 
Jawiath compcMers — Mendelssohn, Halevy — but painters ! 
It Is true that th-g Jew paints, but 'only when he is^ilot 
obliged to earn his b.read thereby." ' ^ 

Abeken alluded to the sermon which Rogge preached 
yesterday in the palace church, and said that-^he had 
made too much of the Reichstag deputatiou. He then 
add^ some slighting remarks about t^e Reichstag in 
g€jgeral. The Chief replied : I am not ^t all of that 

opinion — not in the least. *They have just voted us 
another hundred ES'illions, and in spite of their doctrin- 
aire cviejvs they have adopted the Versailles treaties, 
which must have cosjt many of them a hard struggle. We 
ought to place that, at leaser to their credit." " 

Abeken then talked about the events at Emsewhich 
preceded the outbr^k^^b:^ the war, and related that pij 
one occasion, after ascertain despatch had been sen\ off, 
the King said, Well, he" (Bismanck) “ will be satisfiefl 
with now*!" And Abeken addecb “I believe you 
were." WfeU," replied tlife Chancellor, laughing, '"you 
may easily be mistaken. That> is to say I was quite 
satisfied with you. .But not quite as much with our 
;^ost Gracious, or rather not at all. He ought to have 
acted in a more dignified way — and more resolutely." 
‘‘ I remember," he continued, " how I received the news 
at Varzin. I had gone out, and on my rejtum the first 
telegram had beeij delivered. As I ^started on my^ 
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journey I had to pass our, pastor*^ house ^flTus 
Hfc. was standing ‘at his^^ate ai^d saluted •me. • I said 
nothings Jmt nfede a thrust in th§ air — th»^’ (as if h^ 
yrere mahing a thrust with a swordj. “ He understood 
me, and I drove on.” The Mirnster then gave some 
..jjarticulars of tne^ wavering anc\ hesitation that vent on 
up to a certain incident, \^ich altei'ed the complexioh ^f 
things, and v^^s followecl^'by the declamtion of war. “ I 
expected* to find another telegram in Berlin answering 
mine, but it Ifad not arrived. In the meantime I invited 
Moltke and Boon to dine with me that evening, and to 


talk over the situatiqn, which seemed to me to be grow- 
ing more and more unsatisfaetdry. Whilst we were 
dining, another long telegram was brought in. * As I 
read it to them* — it must have been about two hundred 
words — they were both ijctually terrified, anch Molt Ire’s 
whole being suddenly changed. He seemed to be quite 
old and infirm. It looked as if our MT>st Gracious might 
knuckle under after all. I asked him (Moltke) if, as things 
stood, we might hope to be victorious. On his replying 
in the affirmative, I said, ‘ Wait a minute I ’ and seating 
myself at a small, table I boiled (^wn those two hundred 
w»rd^ to about twenty, but v’ithout* otherwise att(iring 
or adding anything. It was Abeken’§ telegram, yet some- 
tliing difi'erent — slfbrter, more determined, less djibious. 
I then handed i# over to t^m, and. asked^ ‘ Wdlf, how 
doe^that do now ? ’ ‘ Yes, they said, ‘ it will do in 

that form.’ And Moltke immediately became quite 
young and fresh again. He had ^ot his war, his trade. 
And the thing really sucjceeded. » The F reneffi were *fear» 
fully angry, at the condensed telegram as it appeared in 
the newspapers, and a couplfi of days later they declared 
war against uis.” , 

Fhe conver^tion then wandered back to^ Pomerania, 
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f and if^ am not mistaken tp Varzin, w^Te the Chief 
had, he said, taken mnch interest in a '"Piedmontese who 
^d reimained behind ^ter thd great Freftch w^s. This 
man had raised Rimself to a position of consequence, an^ 
although "originally a Catholic, had actually become a 
vestryman. tSi e Minister mentioned other people whj^ 
l|[ad' settled and prospered ib places where they had 
been accidentally left* behind. ‘I'here were, also Italians 
tahen as prisoners of war to a district in Furth^ Pome- 
rania," "sphere they remained an,d founded fhmilies whose 
marked features still distinguish them from their 
neighbours. 

The Minister did hot return from the Crown ^^rince’s 
^ until past ten o’clock, and we tlien heard that the Crown 
Prince was coming to dine with us on tke following 
ewning. . 

T'\jbesday, December ‘IQth . — On the instructions of 
the Chief I wrote two articles for circulation in 
Gerhiany. 

The first was ast follows ; “We have already found 
it necessary om several occasions to correct a misunder- 
standing or an int^tional garbling of the “words 
addressed by King William to ‘the French people ok- 
the 11th of August last. We are now "once more con- 
fronted with, the . same attemjpt tb “falsify history, anS 
to ouJ Surprise in a public^ion by an otherwise respect- 
able oFrench historian. In a pamphlet entitled,, La 
France et la Pmisse devant rFu7'ope, M. d’Hausson- 
ville puts forward ail assertion which does little credit 
c to his love df truth, on let us say his scientific accuracy. 
The whole pamphlet is shallow aijd superficial. « It is 
full of exaggenations and e“iTor8, and of assertions that 
have no more valSe fhan mere baseless ‘rumours. Of 
the grosfr blundetp of the writer, wl||o is obvidusly*’ 
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bli^^ by fij|trio^c»p^8ion, we wijl only m^ti»n that,** 
ajwording to^him, Kii^ Wilfiam was on* Jha throne 
during .tke Cnmean 'iSut apart fr(^ t^is eind ‘ 

^other misktakes, we have here only to deal wdth ’ bis 
attempt to garble ftie proclamation issued to the French 
^ August las^, which, it may^be observed, was written 
m French as well as in* German, » so that a misuitd^r- 
gtand^g wpuld appell:^ to be Out .of the question. 
Accojdftig to M. d’Haussonville the Kin^ said : *1 am 
only waging ■^ar against the Emper<jt and not* at all 
against France.’ (.7c ne, Juis la guerre qu'd Emper- 
eur, et mdlement d la Eraiice.) As a matter of fact, 
however, the document in questiem says : ‘ The German 
nation, which desired and still desires to live ih peace 
with France, having been attacked at sea and on* land* 
by the Emp«ror Napoleon, I have taken the^ command* 
of the German armies for the purpose of repelling this 
aggression. Owing to the course taken by the military 
operations, I have been led to cross the French fremtier. 

I wage war against the soldier.^ ^nd not against the 
citizens of France.’ (LTSinpereur I^apol(fo7i ayant 
attaqfie pa7' terre et par mer la nation allemande, qui 
^dtsirait et desWe cncen'c vivrg.en paix avec le peuple 
^ranfais, fad pris le comnnandemtint des ayneides alle~ 
mandes poiir V agi'e^aion, , et fai dtd^ amene 

par les evenements militaire^ <X les fronHidres de 

la prance. Je fais la guerre aux soldats, et nop aux 
citoyens fran^ais.) The next sentence excludes all 
possibility of mistake as to the* meaning of the fore- 
going statejnent : ‘ TJjcy (the* French citizens)* will, 

accordingly contir^e to enjoy complete security of , 
person and property so long as they 'themselves do not 
deprive me ctf the right to accofd them my protection 
by acts of hos^ty agtjinst the German troope.’ {Ceux~ 
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d contigi^roTit, par^ 4 }ons^quent, d jo^ir (^ne compldte 
sdcuritd^ po%f' leur persohnes et leur hiens, ausd tong- 
temps q'lCilt 7^e me priveVent 'e^^-m&nies^ par tctes entre- 
prisks nostiles coaitre *les troupes allemandes ^ du droit^ 
de leur ofccorder rria'- protexAioni) * There is, in our 
opinion, a verj^ obvious difference between d'KaussoUj- 
ville's quotation aii.d«.the orighial proclamation, and no 
obscurity can possibly be dis^cfVer^d in tSe latter t^ 
excuse a mistake.” •• 

*The second rj;em ran thus : “ I'he Deie^ation from 
the Government of NatiormrDcfence, which is at present 
in Bordeaux, has satisfied itsel/ that further resistance 
to the German forces > is useless, and it would, \^th thtJ^ 
appro vtJ even of M. Gambetta,/be prepared rto conclude 
peaeft on the basis of the demands put J’orward by 
G<yrmany. It is understood, however, that General 
Trochu has decided to continue the war. The Delega- 
tion entered inf o«> an engagement from Tours with 
General J’rochu not to negotiate for peace without his 
consent. According to other reports General Trochu 
has had pfovisions for seVbral months stored in the 
fortress of Mont VaDrien, so that he may fall back^ upon 
that position after Pans ^as had to capitulate whhoJV 
sufficient force to exercise influence vpon the fate of 
France after the conclusion of peaee.® His object, it is 
believ^^, is to promote the Interests of the Orleans 
family, of which General T^bchu is understood to be an 
adherent. ” 

On my taking these paragraphs into the office to 
^l^ave'them sent oflT, KeudeU tpld me th^ Chief had 
agreed that henceforth all State papers rcQeivecjl and 
' despatched should be shown*to me if I asked for them. 

, The Crown Prince and his aide-de-oamp arrived 
shortly after six o’clock. The former had|)n his shoulder ’ 
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b«||^ge8 of his Jiew^ miHtary rank as field- 
mjir^al^ He ett the l^ad of^tjje table, wiHi!»tlfe Chief 
on his right an<4 Abeken his Jieft. Aft^ th* 
the conversation first turned On the^sub^ect which I had 
tliis morning worked up ‘for thS press^ naniely, that* 
,<^cording to a communication fipm Israelf the se^sretasy 
ofi Laurier, who acts as agelit for the*Provisional Gov^rj 
n^ent ip. Loijdon, Gfaml^fe^ta no longer believed in the 
possib^il^ of successful resistance, and was disposed^to 
conclude peac'e on tlie ]^as^s of our df^ands. .drochu 
was the only member of the Gbvern'toent whq wished to 
continue the struggle^ but on his undertaking the defence 
3 f Pari;^ the others had bound themselves to act in 
3 oncert with*him in this respect. 

The Chancellor observed : “ He is understood to have 
had Mont Val^rien provisioned for two monthsky so th^t 
he may fall back upon that position \yth the reg’ular 
troops when it becomes necessary to"^urrender the city 
— probably in order to influence the conclusion of’peffce.” 
He then continued : “ Indeed, I beli*ve that !^rance will 
break up into several pieces— the country 4e already split 
up int(f parties. J’here are great^ifferences of opinion 
l^fcwe^en the difiFerent districts. • Legitimists in Britdany, 
Red Republicans in the south, and Mjoderate Republicans 
efsewhete, while thet regular army is still fevr the 
Emperor, or at least the majoi;ity of the officers a?eT It 
is possible that each section will follow its own co»vic- 
tions, one being Republican, another Bourbon, and a 
third Orleanist, according to the phrty that happens to 
have the most adherents, and then Napoleon’s people — ' 
tetrarchies of Judea,.Galilee, &c.” 

The Crown Prince said It was behewed that Paris 
must have a subterranean commuiycatlon with the outer 
^orld. The C ]^ef thoi^ght so too, and ad<^ed : “ But 
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tney ^oinot get pfovi^ion^ in that wa;^ although, of 
eoursei they can receive news. I have been^thinlsng 
wjietter it might noy be possime to flo€Ai the catacombs 
from the Seine/an4 thus inundate the lower parts of the 
city, of cou^e the catacoifihs go under the Seine/' 
o The Chief then said that if Paris could be tak^gu 
^,iow it would produce a good^effect upefn public opinion 
in Bavaria, wherfee the report^ were again unsatisfactory. 
Bray was not to be trusted, hac^ not the iifterests of 
Germany at healt, inclined^todhe Ultranlbntanes, had a 
Neapolitai^ wife, felt happiest in his memories of Vienna, 
where he lived for a long time, and seemed di^osed to 
tack about again. The King is, after all, the best of 
thepi all in the upper circles," said the Chancellor, but 
he seems to be in bad health and eccentric^ and nobody 
kiiows what may yet happen./ Yes, indeed," said the 
Crown Prince., How bright and handsome he was 
formerly — a little too slight, but otherwise the very 
ide^ of a young man. Now his complexion is yellow, 
and he lofjks old. I was quite shocked when I saw him." 
The last tune I saw £im," said the Chancellor, 
was at his moth^'s at Nymphenburg, in* 1863, 
when the Congress^ •bf Prfnces was beings h^ki. 
JEven at that time he had a strange* look in his eyes. 

I remembe* that, when dining,*' he on one occasion 
drarfk no w^no, and on another took eight or ten glasses 
— not at intervals, but hastily, one glass after anpther, 
at one draught, so that the servant scarcely liked to 
keep on filling his glass.” 

The conversation* then tv.med on vthe Bavarian 
Prince Charles, who was said to be strongly anti- 
Prussian, but' too old and* feeble to be very dangerous 
to ithe cause of Geryian unity. Some ^ne remarked :j 
“ Nature 1^ very little to do with him as it is*” “ That 
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reminds me d|^ old Count A^lei^erg,” said the Minister, 
“^ho \Mg,8 ajso mhstly aj^ificial^— srhair. teethf ealres, and 
one eye. .^^yiie# he wanted to* gel^up in the moriHn^^aH 
^is best parts lay pn chairs and ^abMs near the b^. 
You remember the newly-iharried* man vt^i^ifi'Fliegende 
•t^Qlatter who watched his bride teke herself to pieces, lay 
h6r hajr on •toilet talxle, her tehth on the chinAey 
piece, 4ind other fragm^^ts elsewhere, and then ex- 
clajijied,**^ But whaj remains for me?"^’ Moreo^r, 
A^lerb§rg, he^went on tp sjjy, was a terrible bpre, and 
it was owing to him that Counless Bismarck o^ce fainted 
at a diplomatic dinner where she was seated between 
him and Stieglitz. ^ '' She always faints when she is ex- 
ceptionally bored, and for that reason I never t^e^her 
with me tc^ diplomatic dinners/' '' That is a pretty 
compliment for the diplomats," observed the Cro^n 
Prince. ^ 

The Chief then related that one*^evening, not long 


ago, the sentry on guard at the Crown Prifice's 
quarters did not want to ^let hinP go in, ^ and only 
agreed to do so on his addressing him i:^ Polish. A 
few days ago I also tried to talk l^lish with the soldiers 
im th(i hospital, and they brighUblied up wonderfulfy# on 
hearing a gentlehian speak their mother tongue. It is a 
pity that my vocalbulary^ was exhausted. • It would, 
perhaps, be a good thing if ♦their commapder-in-\ihief 
couldl^ speak to them." There you are, Bismarck, 
coming back to the old story," said the Crown Prince, 
smiling. “ No, I don't like Polish and I won't learn it. 

I do not like ^he people.'^ But, *your Royal Highness,* 
they are, after all, g^d soldiers and honest fellows when 
they have been taught to wash themselves and not to 
j^ilfer." The Crown Prince : Ye», but when they cast 
off the soldier's Itumc they are just what ^they were 



applies to the nobles ^and tbgir labourtJrs, an^- that 
class. A noble, '^hp has nothing himself, feeds a crowj^ 
of people, ser\^nts of all sovts, who also belong to the 
itpnor jiobility-j although^, they act as his domestics, ovei>-- 
aeei-8, and clerks. - These stand by him ‘when he rises In 
rebellion, and also the Komorij'iKs, or day Labourers. . a . 

Independent peasantry does not join them,“iiow^yer, 
even 'wjien egged on by ^he, priests, who are, always 
against us. We have seen that in Posen, when the 
Pohsh regiments had to be ^removed merely because 
they were too cruel tb their own fellow countrymen. . . . 

I reihember at our place in Pomerania “there was a 
market, attended, on one occasion, by a> number of 
Ecassube^! (Pomeranian Polef?). A quarrel broke out 
bet'^een one of them and a German, who refused to sell 
him a cow because he was a Pole. The Kassube was 
mortally offended, and shouted out : ‘ You say I’m a 
Polack. No, I’m jest as much a Prussack as yourself 
and then, as other Germans and Poles joined in, it soon 
developed into a beautiful free fight.”, 

^The Chief theh added that the Great Elector jspoke 
Polish as well as German, and that bis successors also 
understood that , language. Frederick the Great was 
the fifst who did mot leavp it, but then he also spoke 
better French than German. “ That may be,” said the 
Crown Prince, “ but I am not going to learn Polish. I 
do not like it. They must learn German.” With this 
, ‘remark the subject was allowed to drop. % 

At dessert the Crown Prince, after asking if he 
might smoke a pipe, pulled out a short one with a porce- 
lain bowl, on whicho an eagle was pausted, while thq 
rest of us^lit our cigars. ^ 
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beforCj'^'and at bottom they |ire and still iftmain hostile 
to ns.”« The Chief : ‘‘ .S.8 to their hostility, that ofily 
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diimer the Crown Princie and'thd^Mmister ' 
reijrwi with tne Qpuncillors to fhe drawing-sogm, whgre 
they too\; ^cflffee. Late^oo ‘wefe all g^t fqjr, and 
formally presented to the future l?mpe»or by the Chief.* 
We had to wait fof about, a quarter of an hbur while"* 
the Chancellor was deep in tionversation ^th the^Crdvsrn 
Prince. His au^itfet guests stoo5. in*the corner near ene 
of the Window's. The Ckipf spoke to him in a low tone, 
with his «ye 3 * mostly cast*down, while the Crown Ptii^ce 
listfeheS with j^^serioilb and almost sullejf look. 

• Aft5r the presentatio*n 1 returned to the bureau, 
where I read the diplomatic reports and drafts of the 
last fe’w»days, amongst others the* draft of the King’s 
reply to the Reichstag deputation. This hacT been 
prepared by^Abpken, and greatly altered by the Chief. 


Then an insttuction from the Minister to tlu^ Foreigfi 
Office to the effect that if the Provinzial Correspondenz 
should again contain a commendatirm of Gambetta’s 
energy or anything of that kind, every possible* means 
should be immediately employed ty prevent the pub- 
lication. Also a report froifi Prince Reu^ to the effect 
that Gertschakoff had reijlied in a negative sense to a 
senj;imental communication of (^;^l5riae’s, adding that, all 
the Russian Cabinet could do for the French at present 
w?t 3 to act as letter- <»a»rier in conveying thgir wishes to 
the Prussian Government. ’ 

At tea Hatzfeldt told me*'he had been trying tc^ de- 
ciphef a Dutch report fitom Van Zuylen, which had 
been brought out with Washbume’s mail, and had 
succeeded, though there were still a few doubtful pofnts. • 
He then showed it to me, and together we contrived to 
puzzle out some more of it. ♦ The desp&teh seems to be 
based throughout on good information, and to give a 
faithful account Jof the situation. 
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At«)3.^^0 i’.M. suiaimoned to the Chief, who w^!ntte the 
M(miteuT mention Cambetta’s in^^lination to'^io^o 
farthej re8is|;ance hnd ' TpochiCa plan :^jpspecj;itig Mont 
Val^ien. ^ ^ 

'• Wedrvesday, December 2^sf. — At dinner the Chi^ 
spoke of his gi^at-grandfather, who, if I rightly under- 
atoed him, fell at Czftslau. “ 'Bhe old people at our plape 
often described him 4:0 my fq,tLer. He \<a3 a mighty 
huptbr before the Lord, and a great toper. Once in \ 
single- year he s^i,ot 154 red deer, a feat,. which "tlihce 
Frederick Charles will scarcely emulate, although the 
Duke of Dessau might. I remember being told that when 
he was stationed at Gollnow, the oflicers messed “together, 
the Colonel presiding over the kitchen. , It was the 
cusfom there for five or six dragoons ^o march in and 
fise a volley from their carbines at each ^ toast. Alto- 
gether they had very curious customs. For instance, 
instead of a plank bed they had as a punishment a 
so-csdled wooden donkey with sharp edges, upon which 
the men who had bpen guilty of any breach of discipline 
were obliged ,-to sit, often for a couple of hours — a very 
painful punishment. the birthday of the Colonel 

or pf other officers, tho soldiers always carried l^^s 
donkey to the bridge and threw it intev fhe river. But 
a new one w^is invariably providecl. The Burgomasters 
wife ‘tbld my father that it nius^ have been renewed a 
hundred times. I have a portrait of this great-grand- 
father in Berlin. I am the vely image of him, that is 
to aay, I was when I' was young — when I saw myself in 
•the looking-glass.” ^ ^ 

. The Minister then related that it was owipg to a rela- 
tive of his, Finan^rath Kerl, that he was sent to Gottingen 
University. He %aa yonsigned to Professor Hausmann, 
and was to study mineralogy. “The^ were thinkings 
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no dcruTHy of Leopold von ^feucli, anij fan^^ed ilAv^uld be 
fing me to^o ^hrougli tlfe wfcfld like hira^ hammer in 
hand, chrogihg pieces ol^ the . #o^ks .• Things, however, 
turned ow differently. If would •have.beon better *1^ P 
lAd been sent to Botin, wh^e I shcniM have met country-,, 
men of my own.* At Gottingen I had no oifc from my own 
p'^rt of the counJ.1ry, and so I me\ m^ie of my Uufverjify 
acquaintances again ♦unt-ij.^ I saw a* few of them in thft 
Reichstag,” 


•Abeken sa^l that after a brisk fir« from the* folts 
tilts mctrning there had b'cerf a. sortie o? the Patis gar- 
rison, which was principally directed against the posi- 
tions occ^^pied by the'Guards. It "'yas, however, scarcely 
more than an artillery engagement, as the attack wasinown 
beforehand and jireparations had been made to meet it. 
Hatzfeldt saiS., he should like to know how they were abLe 
to discover that a sortie Vas going to take ^ace. . It 
was suggested that in the open country movements of 
transport and guns could «Lot escape detection, as l&rge 
masses of troops could not lie concentrated on the f>oint 
of cittack in* one night. “ Tlmt was quite truet” observed 
the Chi^f, with a laugh ; “ but often ,a hundred louis- 
d’ors also form 5.n inyiortant^ ^^rt. of this military 
prescience.” . ^ 

• After dinner I r^ad drafts and despatches, from which 
I ascertained, amongst other things, that as early ^ the 
Ist of September, Prussia haePinti mated in Sff. Petersburg 
that Hhe would put no (iifficulties in the way of such 
action in the matter of the Black. Sea as has now been 
taken. 

Later on 1 arranged* that Ldwinsohn should deal 
with the Gambetta-T7ochu question in the Ind^pendance 
MeXge. Also iijformed him that Delbriick would be here 
tighin on the 28 t{i inst. 
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Th^7%^ay^^ jDeceni^her — This time thc^re \were 

no strajQgers at dinn^i . The Chief^ wa^s in excellent 
spirits, buV^he conversation of no special importance. 

^ .^^eference y/as made to yesterday^s sortie, and the 
rChief rero^rked : The French came out yesterday wit^ 

three division^, and we had only fifteen- companies, not 
eve^ four battalions,^and yet v^e made^ nearly a thousand 
prisoners. The Parisians with^their attacks, novv here 
and 710W theie, remind me of a French dancijQg master 
cohdiicting a quadrille. ' 


“ Ma comm^re* quand je danse 
Mon cotillon, va-t-il bien V 
II va de ci, il va ue Ij^, 

Commo* la queue do notre chat. ' 


(Later on the Chief remarked : Our august master 
i^ not at all pleased at the idea of Antonelli at length 
deciding "to come here. He is uneasy about it. I am 
not.’' Abeken s^id : The newspapers express very 

diflf^ent opinions about Antonelli. At one time 
he is described as a man of great intelligence and 
acumen ; then again as a_ sly intriguer, and shortly 
afterwards as^ a stupid fellow and a blockhead.’^ The 
Chiei* replied: '‘It i^not in thjp press alone that you 
me4t with such contradictions. It is the same with 
many diplomats. Goltz and our flarry (von Arnim). 
We ^v^^dl leave Goltz out of the question — that was 
difierent. But Harry — to-day this way and to-morrow 
that ! When I used to read e. number of his reports 
together at Varzin, I J’ound his opinion of people change 
entirely a qouple of tjmes every week, according as he 
had met with a friendly or unfriendly reception. As a 
matter of fact, he sent different opinions by evefy post, 

- and often by tha^ame post." 

Afterwards read Reports from Rontie, London, anc^, 
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Con8ta^nopi||, ancf the repl^es'sent tp them. ^.cCbrding 
taMamim’s despatch, Monsignor ^ranchi infojmtsd him 
that the Kof)e a^pd Anton^Jl wishe^ to send»j^mis^on^to^ 
Versailles^to* congratulate the Kin^ on ^lis accession to 
the imperial dignity, and alf the same timg to induce the" 
h'j^ench clergy to ^promote tlie liberation of the cpuiitcy 
from Gambe^a, "and the negotiation* of peace with u^ o^j 
the basis of a cession ot^^erritory . ’ Irr certain circum- 
stance^ Antonelli himself would undertake the ta‘^,*in 
which the Archbishop of foiys had fail(j&, of seci^ring an 
acceptable peace. In reply to this communication Arnim 
was informed that it jvas still uncertain whether Bavaria 
would agree to the scheme of EmpOror and Empire. We 
should, nevortheless, carry it through. But, in that 
case, its chief •■support having been found in public 
opinion, the (mainly Ultramontane) elements pf resityf- 
ance would be in still more marked opposition to* the 
new Germany. Bernstorff reports tITat the former Im- 
perial Minister, Duvernois, had called upon hincT at 
Eugenie’s instance and suggested accession of territory 
to us equal in extent to tha^ acquired by the Empire in 
Nice afld Savoy. .The Empress ^shed to issue a pro- 
ciatnation. Persigny whs of a*differ^nt opinion, jIs, he 
considered the- Empress to bo impos’sible. Bonnechose, 
the Archbishop of EToften, expressed a similar opimon to 
Manteuflfel. The reply^sent ts5 Bernstorff p^as tn^ we 
could^not negotiate with the Empress (who, moroQver, 
does not appear to be reliable or politically capable), 
unless Persigny was in agreemenf with her, and that 
Duvernois’ o^terture wafi unpractical. Aall Pasha is* 
prepared to. agree t©. the abohtion of the neutrality of 
the Black Sea, but demand^ in compenaation the full 
sovereignty of* tbe Porte over th^ Bosphorus and the 
Dardanelles. This was telegraphed by us to^St. Peters- 
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burg, aai^ thbre a^seea to ; wnereupon ^runKCw* (th 
Jtussiaii. j^n^assador in Tion^on) receijp'ecl the nee^8g,r 
instructioDlf ^ the fhattdh » c * ^ J. "* 

IFiriday, Deeemher '2Z7'd — It was m'enyoned a1 
•-dinner tbat General von Voigts- dhetz was outsid'e 
Toiirs, the inh^Ditants having offered so much resistance 
that it was found necessary 'to shell ' the town. 'The 
t^hief added, “ He ought nph'to have stopped firing 
whell they hOisted the white flag. I would l>ave con 
tinued to shell them until they sent oup four hutidrec 
hostages/^ He again ccndemned the leniency of the 
ofiicers towards civilians who ofler rcsisteance. Ever 


notorious treachery was scarcely punished as*^it ought 
to be,' and so the French imagined that they could dc 
what they liked against us. Here is, far instance, thi^ 
©nlonel Krohn/' he continued. He first has a lawyc‘ 
tried, for aiding and abetting franctireurs, and then 
when he sees him -condemned, he sends in first one anc 
then another petition for mercy, instead of letting thf 
man be shot, and :^nally despatches the wife to me witl 
a safe conduejt. Yet he is ^generally supposed to be ar 
energetic officer and a strict disciplinarian, but. he car 
hardly be quite right\n, ,his heac^.'’ ^ ^ 

From the discussion of this foplish leniency th^ 
conversation turned on General von Unger, Chiefs, 
the S'fe.ff to the 7th Army Corps, who had gone out o 
his min d j and had to be ^ent 'home. He is, it seems 
generally moody and silent, bti.t occasionally breal& ou 
into loud weeping. Yes/' sighed the Chief, “ officers ir 
. that position are terribly harassed. Constantly at work 
always responsible, and yet unable to get things done 
and hampered by intriguer Almost as bad as a Mimster 
J know that sort^of crying myself. It is over excitement 
of the nerves, hysterical weeping. f, too, had it at 
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Nikokl^g, ^dly. A Slinister 1 ^ j^ 3 t badly 

treated — all ^rts of worrkis— fnccssant plajrue of 
midges, pother things cmt , he. hffrncf, but oj^ must 'be 
properly Jtcutcdf I canii5t cndutc shabby treafrt>eftt.* 
I# I were not treated with courtesy, *1 should be inclined, 
to throw my •riband of 4.110 Black Bagle into -the 
d1!f3tbin.” 


The Vers*ille3 Monit^ir having been mentioned, th0 
Chief oh^qpvc'd : ‘‘ Last w^ek they published a nov«l by 
Heyse,* the scene c4‘ which is laid iik Moran, .Sifch 
sefitimeftital twaddle is e|uit4; .out yf place in H paper 
published at the cost of the King, which after all this 
one is. Jlhe Versailles jieople do pot want that either. 
They look for political news and military intcUigenco 
from France, from England, oi‘, if you like, from ItRxly, 
but not such’namby-pamby trash. I have also a touch 
of poetry in my nature, bht the first few sci^ence^ of 
that stufi' were enough for me.” «A.btken, at whose 
instance the novel was'^iublishcd, stood up ^for.thc 
editor, and said the story had been taken from the 
Revue des' Deux Mondes,^u,n admitted^ ♦ high-class 
periodical. The Chief, however, stuck to his own 
opyiion. SomcbcTdy repiarkod^tjfflt J:he Menoiteur^ was 
now \fritten in better French. “ It may be,” said *the 
Minister, “ but that,i% a minor point. However, we are 
Germans, and as such we tilways ask ourserves, c#^yn in 
the most exalted regions, if- we please ouf neighbours 
and if what we do is to iheir satisfaction. If they do 
not understand, let them learn Gesman. It is a matter 
of indifference whether a proclanjation is wyritten in a^ 
good French "style or not, so long as it is otherwise 
adequate and intelli^ble. IV^oreover, we cannot expect 
to be masters of a foreign language. Jk. person who has 
^jply used it occisionally for some* two and a half years 

E *E 2 
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cannot'^ossibly exp^fess himself as well a^Mjne'^ho ha 
used it'foK' fifty-four ygars.” Steinmctz’s proclamati^* 
then ^received some ^irohic£4 Upraise, ^pd aT .iouple c 
extraordinary expressions were quoted froih if*. Lehr 
"’dorff said" ; “ It was ndt firsLslass French, but it was, z 
apy r^fe, intelligible.”^, The Chief: “Yes, it is the 
business to understafid it. If they canirot, let them fin 
some one to translate it for thfem. ' Those people wh 
fapc;^ themselves merely because they speJlk ^oo 
Fren6h are of nb use to us. But that is ovir misfortun* 
Whoever cannot speak decent German is a made mai 

especially if he can murder English. Old ( 

understood : Meyendorff) once said to mo : ‘ EtJn’t tru: 
any Englishman who speaks French with a corre( 
accent.’ I have generally found thot true. But 
ihcast make an exception in favour of Odo Bussell.” 

The name of Napoleon III. then came up. T1 
Chief regarded hilil as a man of limited intelligenc 
“ He is-much more good-natifred and much less acu 
than is usually befieved.” “ Why,” interrupted Leh 
dorff, “ that is just what sdine one said of Napoleon I 
‘ a good honest fellow, but a fool.’/’ “But seriously 
copthiued the Chi^d, “ whatever one may think of tl 
coup d'&tat he is feally good-natured,' sensitive, eve 
sen tirnental, while his intellect is'r/ot brilliant and B 
knowledge limited- He is "a specially poor hand 
geography, although he wa§ educated in Germany, eve 
going to school there, — and lie entertains all sorts 
visionary ideas. In 'July last he spent three days shill 
•shaJlying without beilig able to come to decision, ai 
even now he does not know what he wants. ^ Peof 
would not believe me whtrn I told them so a long tir 
ago. Already SB 18^^4—55 I told the^Eing, Nspole* 
has no notion of what are. When I became Minist 
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I had vconversat»on witfi him ii^ Paiffs.* Bi Jjelieved* 
there>would c^rtajnly be a Arising in* Berlin befijre long 
and a reVolirtion all ovei«the cmftitry, and in^ plebiscite 
the Kinywdulc^have the ti^hole people, against lum. • t 
t*)ld him tfien that ^ur pecyile do* not throw .up barri. 
cades, and tha^ revolutions-in Prussia ar# only mad© by 
tlje Kings. If the King ^ould'only bear the strain, for 
three or foui»years ke w^uld carry, his point. Of cour^ 
tRe alien^ion of public Sympathy was u»pleasani and 
incoti’/enient. But ^f the King did noyfc grow tir^ and 
le9.ve nfe in the lurch I fehohld uoti fail. If aif appeal 
were made to the population, and a plebiscite were taken, 
nine-tenths of them Vould vote foi; the King. At that 
time the Emperor said of me : ‘ Oe n’est pas unmhomme 
s^rieux.' Of course I did not remind him of that iit the 


* 

weaver’s house at Donchery.” , 

Somebody then mentioned that letters *to Eavre 
began “Monsieur le Ministre,” wjjerempon the Chief 
said: “The next time"^ write to him I shall liPgin 
Hochwohlgehorner Herr ! ’’ This led to a Byzantine dis- 
cussion of titles and forms of address, Excelhenz^ Hoch- 
tvohlgelioren, and Wohlgehoren. The Chancellor enter- 
tained decidedly ’anti-JIyzant^e^ views. “ All , that 
sSiould be dropped,” he said. “ I do not use those expres- 
si®n8_ any longer in private letters, and officially I address 
councillors down to the third class as Jrtochwohlge^open.’' 

Abeken, a Byzantine of -the purest water, declared 
that ^plomats had already resented the occasional 
omission of portions of their titles, .and that only coun- 
cillors of the second class were entitled to Hochwohlge-^ 
horen. “ Well,” said the'Chief, “ I want to see all that 
kind of* thing doneRway witl^as far as we are concerned. 
In that way waste an ocean of ink* in the course of 
the year, and thi taxpayer has •good reason to complain 
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of ext^^vagance. J^am^ quite satisfied too be 'Addressee 
sii^iply^aa- ' Minister President Count von Bismarck.^ 
S<^tiir(iay, December 24^^^ — Bucheirvtold at luncl 
ho had heard fr6m Berlin that the Queen and the Crowr 
Princess had become Very unpopular, owing to their in 
tQrveniion on itelialf of Paris ; and that the Princess, 

^ the course of a'^Onversatioh with Piatbus, struck the 
table and exclaimed : ‘‘For a^ that, Paris shalb not be 
bombarded V * ' ^ 

Wq,are joined at dinner by Lieutenant-Colonel yon 
Beckedorff, an old and intimate friend of the Chief, who 
said to him : “ If I had been an officer — I wish I were 
— I should now haVe an army and we shoulcl not be 
here ohtside Paris.” He proceeded to give reasons for 
believing that it was a mistake to have waited and 
invested, X Paris. With regard to the opcTations of the 

lasf few weeks, he criticised the advance of the army so 
far to the north ^nd south-west and the intention of 
advancing still further. “ If it should become necessary 
to retire from Eoiien and Tours, the French will think 
they have beaten us. It is, an unpractical course to march 
on every place whei;e a mob has been collected, We 
ought to remain Within certain line. It may bf urged 
that in that case the French would bt/ able to carry on 
their ^ organisatien beyond that line. But they will 
always be able to do that evem if we advance, and we 
may be obliged ultimately to follow them the 

Pyrenees and the Mediterranean.” “ When we were 
atyi at Mayence, I thought that the best plan would be 
for us to tkke what we wanted to keep aK.d occupy some 
five other departments as a pledge,- for the payment of 
the cost of the war, an<P then let the French txy to 
drive us out of our positions.” ' 

A further discussion of the conduct of the war ( 
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which jthe^^bief J^j^arked r, 
‘^jViCfe UB it occasionally hApp6!\3 that it is not so much 
the gen^^^ who begin dirSct the cour^p* of baftles 

as the Woc^s ^hemselveS. Just* as jt was wTth •th© 
Greeks and Trojaifs. A j30uple*of men jeer at each 
other and come to blowsT lances are flourished, others 
fhsh in with tljferr spearg, and* so ^t^ finally cor&es a 
;^itche*d battle. First ^be outposts fire without ai^ 
necessity, then if all goe^ well others pres»Jorwar<i after 
thbfe. ; at the start a non-commissi^ed offices c?>m- 
naands*a batch of men, theif a. lieutenant advances with 
more men, after him comes the regiment, and finally the 
general ^ust follow with all thQ troops that are left. 
It was in that wacy that the battle of Spichereia began, 
and also that ^ of Gravelotte, which properly speaking* 
should not have taken place until the 19th. It was* 
dififerent at Vionville. There our people hacf to spring 
at the French like bulldogs and hold tlfem fast. At St. 
Privat the Guards madfe^a foolish attack merejy cyit of 
professional jealousy of the Saxor^, and then when it 
failed thrdw the blame on the Saxon troops, who could 
not h»ve come a minute sooner with the long march they 
had to make,* and jvho aftgij^rcls rescued them with 
wonderful gaUai^try.” ♦ * 

* Xiater on I wa 3 -*eummoned to sec the Chief. Various 

articles are to be writterf on the barbarous mafmer in 

• • • ^ 

which the French arS conducting the Aar — and not 
merely the franctireurSj^but also the regulars, who are 
almost daily guilty of breaches of» the Geneva Conven- 
tion. The P^^rench appear only to know, and appeal to, 
those clauses that are advantageous to themselves. In 
this connection should be ngentioned the^ firing at flags 
of truce, the, ill-treatment and pluik^ering of doctors 
and hospital l^earers and attendants, the murder of 
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woundedo^ol<Ji^;?fe, the mi8us6 of th^ Geneva Gross by 
franctireurs, the employment of explosive bullets, and 
the treatrhgpt of Germa»q sh\^s and crews by Freiidh 
^.rvi^ers in oifeach of the law ef nations.^ Tbe^^c^nclusion 
to be as follows ; — Thg present French Government is 
greatly to blan^ for all this. ,*It has instigated a popular 
war and can £io lor^er " chec^ the passions it has fet 
l^ose, which disregard international law ^and the rules of 
war. ^ They ^re responsible for all the severity whieh 
wePare obliged ^o employ against our own inclinations 
and contrary ;to bur nature and habits, as"" shown in the 
conduct of the Schleswig and Austrian campaigns. 

At 10 p.M. the Chief received the first cla,s8 of the 
Iron C:^ss. 

^t tea Hatzfeldt informs me that he is instructed to 
collect all the particulars published by the newspapers 
respecting the cruelties of the' French, and° asks whether 
I would not pr^efer^to undertake that task. After I 
promised to do so, he contini^'^d : Moreover, I believe 
the Chref only sent for me in order to tell me his 
opinion of the new decoratiqp*^’ He said to Hatzfeldt: “I 
have already enough of these gewgaws, and here is the 
good King sending^ mw^ the first class of the Iron Cross. 
I shall be thoroughly ridiculous with it, and look as"^ if 
I had won a great battle. If I cou]fi at least send my 
son thg second cl^ss which I no longer want I 

Sunday y ^Decei^iher 2i6th . — Cardinal Bonnechose of 
Rou^n is said to be coming here. He and PerAgny 
want to convoke the (jld Legislative Assembly, and still 
mor^ the Senate, whic^i is composed of calmer and riper 
‘ elements, in order to discuss the question of peace. The 
Chief is believed, to have .piade repieaentatlons 'to the 
Bang respectirfgjjjbe expediency, on political grounds, of 
greater concentration in the military op^tations. 
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We i^d no gue»ts at Sinner, qpd *fti 0 corfv^rsation 
w^, f*r the n?ost j)art, not ♦.rorUifi^ rej^eating.^ Th^ follow- 
ing may 4 ho4?ever, be n*ted. . •Abeken said^he had bb 
served tjjat i keeping a ver^ complete diary,* rftid* 

Dohlen adSed in hte own lively afcyie : “ Yes, .he writea 
down : ‘ At 45 minutes paair 3 o’clock Coufit or BarorrSo- 
a^d-so said this^or that,’ aus if Tie jverc going to s^ear 

to it at some 'future# time.” Abeken said ; “ That witt 

• • • . * 

one day^lje mate»ial for Ifistory. If one c«iild only live 

to cead it ! ” I replied that it would sertainly fnrmsh 
mtiteriffl for history, and Vei^ J^rustjvorthy* material, but 
not for thirty years to come. The Chief smiled and 
said ; “ Yes, and the reference will then be : ‘ Conferas 
Buschii, cap. 3, p. -20.’ ” • 

After dinner I read State documents and a»cer- 
tained from them that an extension of the Germaji 
frontier towards the west * was first ofl&cially submitted 
to the King, at Horny, on the 14th»of August. It was 
only on the 2nd Septemtrcr that the Baden Governyient 
sent in a memorial in the same sense. 

Mondary, December 26^. — Waft.ersee dined with 
us# TJie conversation was almost entirely on military 
subjects. With I'espect to th^ ^iBrther conduct (jf the 
war, fhe Chief said that the wisest course would Ke to 
concentrate our fowi^ in Alsace-Lorraine, the depart- 
ment of the Meuse, and knother neighbouring depart- 
ment, which would amtiunt to a strip of territory with 
about 2,600,000 inhabitants. If one took in a few other 
departments in addition, without Paris, it would amount 
to about seven millions, or with Paris to. about* nin^ 
milbon inhabitants. In*any case the operations should 
be limited to a smaiTler area .^han that occupied by our 
armies at present. ^ 

People’s ability to carry liquor was then discussed. 
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^ and tli^* Chief observed : “ Formel’ly 4?fink<^di(f not 
affect me in •the least, ♦^'^hen I think of my p^rfoKjjp.- 
^pes in th^Uline ! The* strdng wines, parti9n%ly Bur- 
gundy I” The* conversation afterwards Wiled for a 
while on card-claying' and^^the Minister remarked that 
he^had^lso doi?e a good deal in that wa^'formerly. He 
^d* once played twtiuty-onc ‘rubbers* of whist, for in- 
stance, one after fhe other — T which amounts to seven 
# ^ r ^ 

hojirs time.”' He could only feel an interests'll^, cards 
when'pilayin^' fVr high stc^kes, and then it was not 
a proper thing for the fattier of a family. 

This subject had been introduced by a remark of the 
Chief’s that somebody was a “ RiemchenstecSer.” He" 


asked it' we understood what the word meant, and then 
proceeded to explain it. “ RiemchenstK;hen ” is an old 
Soldiers’ game, and] a “ Riemcjhenstecher ”• is not exactly 
a scamp, but rather a sly, sharp fellow. The Minister 


then related how he had seen a Mber do his own son at 
cards out of a sum of twelve thousand thalers. “ I saw 
him cheat, and made a sign to the son, who understood 
me. He lost, the game aqcl paid, although it cost him 
two years’ income. !^^t he never played again.”' 

oAifter dinner w:^ote aitother article on the bai;baEty 
with which the French wage war, and « cut out for the 
King ^n article from the Staatsfmkrgerzeitung, recom- 
mending a l^ss considerate treatment of the enemy. 



CIIi^TER XVI * 

• i 

FIRST WEEK OF tHJ?, BOMBARDMENT 

On Tue^lay, the 2*7 tli of December, the long-wished- 
for bombardment, of Paris at length began, con^encing 
on the east ’side. As the following particulars shojv, we, 
at first knew ilothing of it, and afterwards also it was, 
only for a feV days that • the firing gave an •impresSion 
of being particularly violent. We very soon grew ac- 
customed to it,* and iUjiever entirely diverted our at- 
tention even from trifles, nor caused any* lengthy 
interruption of our work_^or of l^ic flow ,of thought. 
The French forts had been prepared for The diary 
may now resumo its narrative. 

From early mornibg on Tuesday until far int© the** 
^lay there was' A heavy fall of snow and rather severe 
colfl. In the mormng ,Theis8, who serves Al^ken as 
well as myself, and wjjo seems to consider that <fur old 
Geljpimrath is a Catholjp, told me : — “ He always reads 
his prayers in the morning. I believe it is Latin. He 
speaks very loud, so that he can sometimes be heard in 
the antechamber. Probably it’s a mass.*’ He th^n 
added that Abekon supposed the heavy firing that was 
heard from 7 a.m. was fhe comr^ncement of the 

bombardmerft.* • 

• 

Wrote several letters to Berlin with instructions as 
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fj' to arti^l^. »E(f^y to be sharply artecke^ by our 
tfewspapers. ^ After" 12^^^ clock I telegraph to Lorwlon^on 
the' instrucjdons of the '^'Gkief t^iat the bombariSment 'of 
'th6 outer fortifications began this mornLqg. Our 
artillery chas comnlenced • with an "attack upon MoiSt 
Avron, a redov^t near Bondy, and it appears that the 
Sax.ons'diad the honqur to firectlie first shot. 

*' The Minister remained in J^ed .^he whole day, not 
because he \vva 8 particularly ur.well, but, as hp.told me, 
to maintain an equable warmth. He was also ab.scnt 
from difiner, at which we, w'cre' joined by Count Solift's. 
The only point of note in the conversation was Abeken’s 
mention of a very prptty poem in the Kladd(madatsch, 
on the Duke of Coburg — probably a panegyric. 

The Bonapartists seem to have become very active, 

= and to entertain great plans. According to Bernstorff ’a 
despatches Persigny and Palikao intend to get us to 
grant neutrality to <Orleans, and to convoke there the 
Corps L^^gislatif to decide whether tlie country is to 
have a republic or a monarchy, and if the latter which 
dynasty is to reign. It is^intertded, however, to wait 
for a while, until greater' discouragement shall have 
made „ the people .mdte ^accomrpodating. Bonnechq^e 
prop'bses to attempt a negotiation for peace between 
Germany and France. This pre^late was former^ a 
lawyqr,^and only entered holy orders subsequently. He 
is considered'' to be intelligent, is connected with the 
Jesuits, and although in politics- he is really a Legitlinist 
he has a high opinion .of Eugenie because of her piety. 

was an ardent supporter of the doctrine of infalli- 
bility,, and expects to be elected Pope, wLich position 
he has indeed some prospoiit of attiJining. The “Arch- 
bishop told Profissor Wagener, who had been sent to 
see him by ManteuflfeP respecting the hospital arrange- 
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ments, tkttt coifld injluce Trocku, with wtio®i he is ' 
£( 4 jquaftited, to suarender PaVis i^tcase we did,n«t insist 
upon a c^^inn^f territc^^. ^Phe A'rchbisijd^ suggested 
that inste£yi* of a cession of territory ^ might deiiiand 
the return of Nice *and Savo^ to Victor Emmanuel, and 
then oblige the latter to restore their territories^ to* the 
Pope and to thew*£?overeigti 3 of Tusotiny and Naples.* tn 
tjjiat way w^ shouJd wyj I’enown as the protectors of 
order, ^and the restorers (^justice in Euroj?e. A stt'a^ge 
id5a* indeed ! 

The. Chief has given directions to adopT: the severest 
measures against Noquel^ le Roi, where a surprise by 
franctirefffs was assisted by the inhabitants. He has 
also rejected, the appeal of the mayor and murriteipality 
of Chatillon. tg^ be relieved from a contribution *of a 
million franca imposed u;^on the town as a ;^enalty fftr 
similar conduct. In both cases he was guided by the 
principle that the population must die made to suffer by 
the war in order to rencTer them more disposed to peace. 

At 11 P.M. called to the Chief, ^dio gave me several 
newspaper* articles from Berlin “for tljp * collection ” 
(of ex«,mples of French barbarit^in the conduct of the 
^y&r which I have begun unde* Jus iflstructions), as well 
as two other i^rti^les that are to be Sent to the King. 

* Wednesday, December 28th. — Siy^wfall and moder- 
ately cold. The Chief again, kept fo his room Id-day. 
He handed me a letter in French, dated the, 25th 
instmit, which he had received from “ tjne Amhricaine.” 
I am to make what use I like of it.* It runs as follows : — 

“ Graf vop BismarcK Jouissfez autant que po^ible^ 
Herr Graf,,du climat frais de Versailles, car, un«jour, 
vous aurez h. supporter de.? ch^leur^ ipfemales pour 
tous les malhary's que vous avez caus^^ la France et ^ 
rAllemagne.” That is all ! 




wilt ultim'S.^ly approve otlie ^^rsailles tre^itier, just 
the North GSrme,n Diet did, «respectin^'Wl}i3^fe decision 
he had been really uneasy for some days. ^ 

Thursday, oDecemher %^th . — The .Minister still 
remains' in bed, but works there, and , does not seem to 
be particularly unwell. ^ i 

the affcei'hoon I transl^vted for the Kin^ Gi’aii- 
vilJe’s despatch to Ijoftus respecting Bismarck’s cir<^xjar 
on the.oLuxejnbbrg affair. *■ Aifterwards "■ studied docu- 
ments. In the middle of October the Chief received 
a memorial from Coburg with proposals as^J:o a re- 
organisation of Germany. These also included the 
restQration of the imperial dignity, and finally the 
substitution for the Bundesrath of a F’tidtrtal Ministry, 
and the cieation of a Reichsre.-th to consist of represen- 
tatives of the Governments and delegates from the 
Diets. The Chief replied to .tit is memorial that some 
of the ideas brought forward were already for some 
time past iji process of realj^sation. He could not agree 
to the proposals as to ai Federal Ministry and the • 
Reichsrath, as he conal lered them calculated to fiamper 
the mew organisation, and, if necessary, he would cpedl'y 
declare against them. It is reported fio'm Brussels th^t 
the King of the Belgians is well disposed towards us, 
but lias no means bf controlling the anti-German press 
of tho country. The Grand fluke of Hesse has s,tated 
that Alsace and Lorraine must become Prussian 
provinces. Dalwigk (his Minister), who is as opposed 
* Vo us as ever, wishes to see the territory to be ceded by 
France incorporated with Baden. 'The Grand ‘Duchy 
would then the district near Heidelberg and 

Mannheim to Bavaria, whose conneiition with . the„ 
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Palatanate on T^t banl? op t^c Rhilft woijft be thus' 

re-estal>li^ie(?P In Rome the Bii^je 'wishes to umlertakfe 
‘^hiediation • between 4|»yrseWes <ind Fij^nce. T*he 
expression ^uoflU^d was objected »to Arnim ‘as *in« 
appropriate. 

The following particulars rejating *0 the King of 

BftvJttia are contained in,a rejfort from Munich*; “ His 

kingdom is iiot of^ this world. It has been furth^ 

observ^c^ tha*t Major Sailer has no longer «nny infliienee 

upo* him, while thajb of Privy Councillpr Eisenhty’t has 

increased, as indeed alscf tliAt of Coun^ Holnst(4n. He 
• . . . * • 

is not coming to Versailles, in the first place becau.se he 

would be:: 9 bliged to ride, \^hich he Ciiii no longer do with 
comfort, and in the next place Vjccause he does pot like 
to play secohd fiddle. All that Bray thinks of is to 
keep his own 'jJosition in Vienna warm, if only for th,e 
sake of his Irvelihood.” «Lutz is “the tSte fdrte ii:^t\ie 
Ministry, and is very ambitious.” "I^e Rrinces Karl and 
Ludwig are stfongly '»anti-Pru.ssian. The Nuimio’s 
secretary exercises a great influence with his chief. — 
Read a letter from King Lojj^is to our Crown Prince. It 
was w^’itten at the commeihjement of tile war. The 
handwriting is coarse ^and u"l\^fe,nd the lines a^e not 
sPraigh.t. It expresses a hope that .the independendte of 
Bavaria will be respt^cted. Otherwise the tone of the 
epistle is soundly patrioti«. * » ^ 

In the evening I lianded Bucher, as nmterial ^r an 
article, all the new8paper>report3 I have collected oh the 
barbarous conduct of the war by the French, contrary to 
the law of nations. 

At 10 o’^ock I wa^ called to the Chief, who was 
lying before the ftre on th^ sofa, wrapt in a blanket. 
He said : “ Well, we’ve got him ! Whom, your 

.Excellency ? ” ^ Mont Avron.’i He then showed me a 
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letter fsofiS C(5unt Wald^^rsee, rej)ortil?g tntj^ tl^^ redoubt 
was occupied by the tr^ps 6f the 12 th Axmy Corps t^j|^ 
afternoon. It is to be "hoped* that the^ h^y,e laid no 
mine and that the poor Saxons will not b6 ^lown up.” 
I telegraphed the ‘news 'of,, this first success in tile 
bombardment jPo London, btit in cipher, ‘'''•‘as otherwise 
thecgeneral staff might be angry.” 

Subsequently, the Chancelj,9r sent for toe once more 
to ^hOw me outburst of th6 Vienna Tagehla^tt which 
has been reprofjueed by the Kdl)iische Zeitung." ^ It 
declares that ‘Bismai'ck ha.s been thoroughly deceived as 
to the power of resistance of Paris, and in his overhaste, 
which has already cost the lives of hundreds of^thousands 
(why nbt at once say millions ?), has put forward exces- 
siveMemands in connection with the peace^ We reply, 
thj’ough the Spener^che Zeitung, that up fo the present 
■ no one knows what the Chancellor’s conditions are, as he 
has not yet had any opportunity of stating them officially, 
but fthey do not in any case go so far as G-erman public 
opinion, wdiich almpst unanimously demands the cession 
of all Lorrapje. No one erfn say either wha‘t his views 
were respecting the ^wer of resistance of Paris, as he 
has never had to give official expression to them. 

Friday, December SOth . — The bittgr cold of tfee last 
few days still continues. In concequence of his ffidte- 
position the Chief ^^still kqeps to Jiis room, and is indeed 
mosl^ly in bed. In the morning, on his instructions, I 
telegraphed particulars of the oticupation of Mont i¥Vron, 
and of the disgraceful conduct of the French authorities, 
„ who,‘ according to thfe official acknowledgment of the 
delegation at Tours, have offered a premium to imprisoned 
officers to retijrif to France, in brea^ of their word of 
honour. On the^ftggestion of the Chief I jv.i-ite paragraphs 
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on this s^ject^or '%he Germ^ a? welloSs^for the ' 

local Momteur to^the followmg*«i^ec*t : — 

* “ Wehia-v'c frequently4iad ooc&sioti to direct attention 
to the pyofeun^? demoralisation liianif^sted by f'rftrfch^ 
statesmen and officc'rs in the matt-ir'tof military honour.. 
A communic'ftIWDn, which reaches i^s from* a trustworthy 
so^dS, proves that'-we hadonot up to^the present realised 
how deep and' widespread that evil is.^ We have noW 
b^ore us,,an official order i'ssued l>y the French Ministry 
of Wad, the 5th Bureau of the 6th t)cpaptment, which 
beSrs the title ‘ Solde et I'evites.’ Itfis dated froifr Tours 
on the l°3th of November, and is signed by Lieutenant- 
Colonel j^lfrcd Jerald, and by Cplonel Tissier of the 
general staff of , the 17th Army Coi’ps. This > order, 
which is based upon another dated the 10th of Novtjm- 
ber, assures all Bfench officers imprisoned in Germany^ 
without distinction, a mOney payment in case they 
escape from custody. We repe 3 .t, all the French 
. officers without distinctibli ; that is to say also those ■vyho 
have given their word of honour not to escape. The 
premium offered for such disI) 4 >nourabTe conduct amounts 
to 750 francs. A measure of ^this. description needs no 
comment. Honout (which is yh?^ dearest treasu>^e of 
evCTy German officer and — duty and justice demand 
that v/e should'a’dcl — rformerly also of all French officers) 
is regarded by the men who came to power' on tHe, 4th 
of September as a commodity" to be bought and sold, 
and indeed very cheaply. ' In this way officers of the 
■ French army will come to believe that France is no 
longer administered by a Government, but .is on j the 
contrary explofted by a trading firm, and one with, lax 
principles of honeslty and decency, under the title of 
‘ Gambetta and Co.’ ‘Who’ll buy gods ? ^.JWho’ll sell his 
■^ord of honour f' ” . ' 


» P' 
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^ Afterwards I wrrte S.notherc shorA artit^^e an error 

frefiuen^uly eommitted<^)y £he Kolnische Zeifii%g 

recentjy Treated in coiiiiectf^n with ^Chancellor's 

despatch to Vienna. The great Rhenish, newspaper 

writes : Ever since 1860*" we liave been amongst those 

who hp.ve persistently )varned both Vienna and Berlin 

to dismiss their idler jealousie's and to come to the best 

understanding possilde in the^ircuilistanc'cs. We have 

oftehhcgretti'ed thepC'r,so7eaZ irritatio’u betwe^en Bismarck 

and Beust which appears to stand in the way of such 

a raj^procliehuiit ^ &:c." ‘The reply is to the following 

eftcct : ''It has been (deserved that the Kolnische 


Zeitung has already fre(|ucntly souglit f5 explain 
political acts and omissions of the Ghagccllor of the 
Confederation by personal motives, personal likes and 
dislikes, personal disposition and ill humolir ; and we 
hav^ here a further instance of this unjustifiable course. 
VVe cannot imagine^why such suspicions are time aftor 
time brought forward. We only know that absolutely 
no feeling of pe^;sonal irritation exists between the 
Chancellor^^Nt the North Ohrman Confederation and the 
Chancellor of the ^ustria-Hungarian Monarchy, and 
inc\e6d that, previous -to 1866^ when they often cp^e 
into personal conta*ct, they were on excellent terms, as 
Count Bismarck himself declared^ iii the North German 


Reichstag. Since then nothing has happened between 
them as private persons calculated to create bitterness, 
if for no other reason than because they have had no 
personal intercourse. If they have taken up a position 
•more or less antagonistic to each other the reasons are 
obvious. Up to the present they were the representa- 
tives of differght politi(3al systems, and acted upon 
different political principles which it^ was difficult 
although not quite impossible to reconcile. This, and 
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this aloire, i^the sole explanatigft oTt what the Kolnisoke 
^S^y^tm^.ascj'ibes *to pejgonal jiftbtiyes, fro^ ♦v^ich*the, 
thoughts*it«Kl of no statesmaii of fhe present (fay 

farther ^refnc^ved tjian those of tl^e Oliaiu^ellor of the 
(don fed eratk)jj^ Tt may ajso be remarl^ed ineidenj:ally 
tl^atjiot only ha^s Count Bismapck not betfn ' tlioTOUgMy ' 
dhceivpd as to fhc power of resistant^e of Paris, but l^e 
Imis nc#t been deceived M all. His o^iin^on has^ncvcr 
beei^ asked on the^ subject ; but wc‘* know on the Ifest 
ai4thorb:y that* months ag(>*hc regardcfd tjie capture (^f 
the city as difficult, and was decidedly opposed to the 
investment even before the fall of INIetz.” 


In reading documents in the evening I find that the 
Chief has had a letter sent to General Bismarcle-B(>hlcn 
stating that* Ire* does not agree with the general in 
thinking that'liis main ta^k should be to al+cviatc flie 
misery caused by the war, and to rend^^r the Alsacians 
well disposed towards tJic future masters of the country. 
For the moment Ris first business must be to d^romote 
the objects, of the war anrj^ to seciTt’c the sj^ifety of the 
troops. He should therefore^expel such Fi^nch officials 
as wilPnot take >^ervice under including the magis- 
trfttes^who will not dis(^iarge flTc (luties of their office ; 
and ItpG should Ai4so withhold the payment of pensions 
dire^ing the pensioners tj apply to the G(ivernn^ent at 
Tours. Under such fjpnditiems the people would be 
more ^disposed to call forj[3eacc. • 

Saturday, Deceraher 31^"^ — All our people are 
ailing. I also begin to feel exhausted. It will be^well 
to shorten the* night work which my diary entails, or to* 
interrupt it^altogetiicr for a few days. 

Tuesday, Januai'y ^rd . — ^ observe j^lmt the opinion 
already exprejfs^d by the Chfof ^n several occasions, 
^that the dispersion of the German forces fowards the 

F F 2 




^rth a^(i* south-west dangerous, '^and in 

concentration is desire^c, ?s also held clsewheTe. 
mil^itar^ arrf?i<ority lias wiltt^n^on this^^snoj^t in the 
Vienna Presse ; and tlie National Zeitung 'of the Slst 
6f Decentber publishes an article which is even more in 
haymopy with ^l^he Chief's views. It says, inter alia : 
-^'‘<rhe withdraw^l'^of our trbops from Dijon and tke 
non-occupation of Tours, to the-gate^of which a division 
of fh^ 10th iirmy Corps had advanced, give perhaps an 
indica'lion of tYfp, views eninrtained generally on "' the 
German side, ’and which will govern the continuation of 
the campaign. It may possibly be expected that France 
will forgo further resistance after the fall of ^^aris, and 
will agfSe to the German conditions of peace. That, 
hov/ever, is not certain, and it is necessary to be pre- 
ptwred formal! opposite contingency. In ^ny case the 
fall Ilf Paris will not be immediately followed by the 
establishment of a Government generally recognised and 
supported by a National Assembly, with which we could 
enter into negotiathms for peace. Then if hostilities 
are to be coWinued they caflliot aim at conquering the 
whole of such an extensive country as Frances Our 
army^ as hitherto, ibight-kideed be everywhere victoric^l^ 
and disperse the ho,'5tile forces. ThaC however, would 
not be sufficient. ^ It would be ne?5essary to orgsmi^e 
a new civil administration, in all fhe conquered districts 
and fo subject the population to its rule. Even in the 
country lying between the Channel and the Loire our 
forces would not be Sufficient to completely secure the 
c safet5^ of communications and tp maintain ^the authority 
of a foreign administration in each town an(i village, to 
prevent treacherous attacks and to collect the taxes as 
well as the contributions and supplies ^ that are indis- 
^pjjable for the purposed of the war. To extend thc^^ 
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area'of ■<»^cugatioii^ndefinitely cmly«Ce^to overi 

la^ oilt military power, howevSi^ highly w§ may rate Tt, 
but to uijddly drain ouPhome^ervfces for ike neceskarj • 
supply ^^vif *administrators. *Thei\foro, if peffc^ iS 

not attainable wi^iu a yery sliort. time our military 
authorities ^iTTst set clear ftnd distinct Iftnits to the’task 
vihT^ they projfo^ie to tbemsefves., ^They mu3t*selgct a 
:Qxed portion* of French territory, which they can occuj^ 
so completely that we slUill have full contfiiand ower it. 


add* can 


retain 


be • desired.* 


portioi^ sVould include *tlie aapitid and the ISest pro- 
vinces^ with the finest and most warlike population, and 
it would "have, of course, to bear dhe wdiole burden and 
cost of the wi:w:‘ until a peace party had g#own up 
throughout thq country strong enough to force its fiews • 
upon the Government of the day. The occupied terri- • 
tory should be so limited *as to make its defence as, easy 
as possible from a military poin^ of view. Of course 
further otfensive, operations for temporary ^purposes 


might be undertaken beyond th^se lines, but there 
should from the beginniiT^ be no intenth^n of going 
permatiently beyond them. *In the meantime the work 
annexation should 1:^ proce%c^^ w^ith in those districts 
which Germajiy Requires for the security of her frohtier^' 
^thout awaiting tbe» conclusion of peace.’' 

Finday^ Jamiary Qtit , — Up to yesterS^ay tR^ cold 
was very severe. The* Chief has been un\^ell nearly the 
whoie week. Yesterday^ for the first time he went out 
for a short drive, and again this afternoon. The Bureau 
has been reipforced two (5fficial8, najnely -Ober-^ 

regierungsrath AVagener and Baron von Holstein, a 
secretary of embassy. Am<jiigst the* articles which I 
have written* ^thin the last few da^s was one con- 
cerning the withdrawal of a ntimter of railway waggons 
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T^to hoM^ tr0,fE!l, ^oSsdquently^rdai the use of 

(^cnnan ‘'industry, sofel^c-forpth'e purpose ^l^cting 
^ provisions li^e in antiofppdicn the time wdien famine’ 

. shall .at' length compel fParis to surrender.' .^ described 
this as humane, *lmt pnpr{j,ctical and impolftic* as the 
Parisians, when^hey hear thpt we have«j;>*nde prepar- 
ations for that 6vent, will continue the.’r resistance' Vo 
th§ last crust of brea^ and the last jpinf of horseflesh. 
We shrill, therefore, ourselves IJp contributing^ through 
such acts of humjinity to a prolongation of the ‘sie^. 
It is not'for us to*" provide ag.'iinct the threatened danger 
of famine by establishing stoi’ehouses or collectmg the 
means of transport for reproVisioning the ^ity, but 
rather fo^^ the Parisians themselves by means of a timely 
' .capitulation. I yesterday translated for the use of the 
.King two English documents respecting the sinking of 
English cofil ships near Rouen 'by our troops, who con- 
sidered the mcasjire i:^ecessary. 

After dinner I read despatches find drafts. A 
demand has been addressed to the German railways 
to supply a number 6f waggcjps (“ 2,800 axles") for the 
purpose of transporting provisions to Paris. The Chief 
entered an energetiq. protest against this measure, which 
“^would bo prejudicial tp us from a political standpoint,'^ 
as the knowledge of those provision^ would enable the 
holders lof povver in Paris to exhaust all their supplies 
before finally yieldihg, without ahy fear of famine at 
the lafat moment. A telegram- was sent to Itzenplitz 
on the 3rd of January^ suggesting that he should not 
delivef a single waggoru for this purpose, and asking him 
to reply by wire whether he Would decline such re- 
quisitions. If npt, the ^hief “ would request hja 
Majesty to relieVb him from all responsibility." Itzen- 
telegraphed bank that he agreed wilir the views of 
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the Chancellor the Cf>nf^derat/on^aQd jirould act^ 
accord^pg^. ^ A letter * from Alic • King of J^wedeti^ 
^dclressed tg a C?omm^i4j^lakf. ^^rrier in ^ftirt, is* to 
be return^ rt:#rough tl:i^ DeacL I setter® Office. % Hi» 
SivedistT JVTajesty, whom we J^now^n^t to be p^^rticularly 
well dispos^l^^ wards us, ^ys in^this epistle, whic}\, by 
the^ay, is writteji in bg-d Flinch witR many* ortho- 
graphical errars,"* that he regrets to have to watch tie 
struggle with* “ folded ar^s,"’ and to be ol4iged to^‘^ eat 
hi^ br^ct in peace/'. “Noils nous afniQns tardivem&fit, 
h^cbs ! ^ais a)vec vigncur^^t^jesj)hrc^qm^ le jour de 


vengeance arrivera / Vengeance ? What have the 


Swedes to^venge upon in^ ? It would seem as if Prince 
Charles of Rumania were no longer able to majjage the 
local extremfets, and were thinkiAg of abdicating •and 
leaving the cJ>un1:ry. '‘We have no political interests 
in Rumania.” ^ The Chief* has made represeiftations *to 
the King suggesting a limitation ^f th<^ seat of war for 
political reasons, Namely on the ground that only J^hus 
shall we be able to maintain our position in the occupied 
portions of •France and tak^^full advantage c^f our occu- 
pation^ and he has further •proposed thaf we should 
give notice to withdraw from tlH G^eneva Convention, 
wfiich^is unpractical, feonnecliose ilias, at the instance 
of th^ Pope, ^adclregsed a letter King William in 
favour of peace, but of au “honourable” peace, M:hat is 
to say, one that would Viot in\^3lve a cessioA of territory. 
That #ve could have had t^^elve weeks ago from Morfeieur 
Favre, if the Chief had not preferred a useful peace. 
For this reason the Minister recommended that fbe 
letter should *be left uAanswered. According to an 
intimation from I^rsigny, Pjcince Napoleon wishes to 
come to Versailles in order to act as intermediary. He 
^is a highly intelligent and •ancftable gentleman, but 
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enjoys ].ittle donsicleuat^n in li'ranceV and ,^h^ipefore the 
dlianceUoy decliQed tf/ negotiate with him. ^n 
London Corf^.rence ^n tSe Bia& Sea qu^stionr we are to 
give*every possiBle support to Russia's (iemfinds. The 
Dowager Queen at Dtesded has suggested to Eichmann 
(the"" Prussian Minister) |;hatdt would be an indi^tion 
oZ confidence in Saxony if we were to allow them to 
garrison Konigstein with Sax^n troeps alope. J ^ 

. Stitiirdatf, JanuariJ 7^^.— Haber su^^eSted that 
possibly some fpQlitical docupients oY importance for ‘jis 
ipight be foubd in Odillozi Barrot’s house ati Bougival. 

I asked the Minister’s permission to go over there with 
Bucher. He replied f “ That is all very ^veTl, but is it 
a private library ? I^must preserve the things for M. 

' Odil*lon Barrot. But you can see if there is anything 
* political amongst them.” It proved on examination to 
be a well-chosen library, containing historical and 
political works, 'as wtll as polite literature. It included 
also <.a number of English books, but contained nothing 
of the character suspected by Haber. 

This ev^ing the Ministft^ dines with us again. 

We hear at tea that the bombardment of th?c forts 
on the north side 6f Paris has s.lso be^un, and sho^vs 
good results. Firesjt-have broken out jn Yaugiru-rd and 
Grenelles — wheneg probably the* femoke arose which 
we saw yeste^rday from tl^e hills .between Ville d’Avray 
and §bvres. 

Keudell thinks I ought to 'tell the Chief. I go up 
to him at a quarter to 11. He thanks me, and then 
^-ftsks,' “What time is it?” .^I answer. “Nearly 11, 
Excellency.” “ Well, then, tell Keudell to.prepare the 
oommunication ^ft>r the, King.” I ascertain down stairs 
that this is a complamt that by 11 o’clock at night the 
military; authorities have not. communicated to the' 
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SundatJ, January 8c7i.^ — At dinner th^* Chief crave ■ 


Sunday J^y.ua'ry 8c7n^ — At dinner tli^^Chi^f g|ive ' 
some furtf^r reminiscences of his youfh. He spent the 
time from ^^is sixth to his tw*elfth*year at the T’lahmanft 
In^i^ute in l^^in, an educatiojnri estabfvshment^worlfed 
on the principhes* of Pefttalozzi asid Jahn. It \ws» a 
period, he cpuld ^ot t^ink of with pleasure. The 
r^giuK^ tv?l3 artificially Spartan. \Yhile ftiere he*n^ver 
fplly satisfied his hunger, e^ifcept whei/ he was^ hivited 
out. The meat was like ‘india-rubber* not exactly 
hard, but too mucii for. one’s teeth. And carrots — I 
liked therff raw, — but cooked, and with hard potatoes, 
square junkfj ! ” » ^ 

This led up .to the pleasures of the table, the Chief 
giving his views chiefly of certain varieties of 
He had a pleasant recollection of fresh -riv^er lampreys, 
of which he copld ca^ eight or T,en ; *he then praised 
schnapel, a kind ®f whiting, and the Elbe salmorf, the 
latter being “ a happy mean between the Baltic salmon 
and that of the Rhine, ^hich is too ^’ich for me.” 
With t’egard to linkers’ dinner3^“ nothing is considered 
g«od pnless it is dear,-»-no ca?p becau./e it is coAipara- 
tively cheap. in» Berlin, but zaivA^.r (a kind of perch^ 
piko) because it is cltfficult to carry., a matter of 

fact I do not care *for the^e, and just as littie for 
lampreys, of which the flesh is too soft for me. ^ut I 
coul5 eat marena every day of the week. I almost 
prefer them to trout, of which T only like those of a 
medium size, .weighing jibout half-a-pound.* The' larga 
ones that »re usq^illy served at dinners in Frankfurt, 
and which mostly come frdha .the WplfsbrUnnen near 
Heidelberg, are not worth much.. They are expensive, 
and so one must, have .them.* That’s also the way at 
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\;pourt wi??i oysSsrs.^j- They don’t eal aGy in England 
fC’hen th,e (^ueen is wresent, as they are loq^ cheap 
' thei'e. ”^3^1 f '• c . A c 

^ ‘^Thfe conversation'^ then turned dti^ the Arc de 
Xriomphe^ in Paris^ ^whioh was compared with tt^ 
Brandenburg Gfete. Xbe Chief said of latter : '‘It 
is teall;^ beautiful in^its 'way— 7-particularly withoitt' the 
pillared porticos. I have advised the King' to let 
it sta,nd fre^*. and have the guard houses renjojv^ed. It 
wolild^be muclj more effective, as it* would no longer be 
squeezed in and partly coiicealed as it is now.’^ 

Wagener having mentioned his former journalistic 
work, the Minister said : “ I know my first^newspaper 

article ^as about shooting. At that tiipe I was still a 
wild' junker. Some ^one had written a spiteful article 
c on sport, which set my blood boiling, so that I sat down 
an^ ,wrot^ a reply, which I handed to Altvater, the 
editor, but without success. He answered very politely, 
but gaid it would not do, he could not accept it. I was 
beside myself with indignation that any one should be 
at liberty to attack sportsm^jx without being obliged to 
listen to their reply ; but so it was at that time/^^ 

Tlie defence put fo^w^|rd by t^e Luxemburg Govem- 
' meht in reply to oui^^ complaints respecting breacines of 
neutrality is insufficient. It perhap)s shows the good 
will (^P that Government, but certainly the facts prove 
that they are' not able to maintain their own neutrality. 
They have been again warned, further evidence 6emg 
given in support of oux charges. If this does not prove 


effective, shall be obliged to occupy the Grand 
Duchy, and hand over his passports to the Grand Ducal 
jjtfitiister in Berlin. A cocgimunicatioii to the*^ same effect 
been made" 1^3 the Powers that sign^^the Treaty of 
f According to a memorandum in which the Chief c 
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proposed to the'^KiiLg that the'^stateafneif who included 
the trejj^i^ p’i'oviding for the Jicessioii of^ Baj^en and* 
Wifrteirrb«rg J:o the Nortli QlrpsfM Geufeder^^ihn should 
receive decd*&ti#iis, an exception was to^be*madedn«the* 
case of DaTwigk, because he. had, constantly intrigued, 
and worked '^ag%inst PrussifC and ^he ca»ee of German 
unk.^, -and only finally gaye wsty on the 'compuftion bf 
necessity ; and his decoration would, therefore, have f* 
liatl effebt updn public ojjlnion, which* had frequfintly 
urged* the* exercise cd' Prussian influ5n<^ ,to securp Ifis 
disfiiissal. 

Monday, January 9th . — It is reported from i^ondon 
that Prince JSiapoleon* has a* plan upder consideration for 
concluding on his^own authority a peace satisfag^ory to 
us, and then After the capitulation* of Paris convolkng 
the two Chambei-fe to ratify the treaty, and to decidq 
upon the future form of government, and (?bentu^iry 
upon the future dynasty. . This plait would be supported 
by Vinoy and Ddcrot. -The Orleanists are also^ active, 
and hope to win over Thiers to tbeu' side. Bernstorff 
reports that *it has been ascertained* from a^.8ervant of 
Dr. Reitlinger, Favre’s secretary, that he has endeavoured 
to hatch a democratic jconspir^ic^ in. South Gernrgny. 
Gladstdtie has received* Reitlinger^ and promised »to 
.support him in’every.possible way. 

In* the afternoon I drafted a telc*gram* as t« jthe 
further successful prog?*ss of ’the bdmbardment. On 
submiUing it to the Chie^ he struck out a passagh in 
which it was mentioned that our slvills had fallen in the 
Luxemburg Gardens, as being “ impolitic.” . He iilso 
instructed me ‘to telegri^ph to the Foreign Offic§ in 
Berlin to oihit thte passage ^rom the. ^report of the 

general staff, j* , . , j r 

The following pretty story is Inakmg the round ot 
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the ne'VFSj^ap^rs. It' is^aken from ftie pa;ivaj^ letter of 
a Germaij officer, and ^?ls ftrst published in the If^ipzi^^r 
Tagehlatt .^^ One day *che ai&e-de-camp, 'Cp,i;int Lehn- 
dorff, visited Captain von fetrantz at bn4,pf,fhe out- 
posts at^Ville d’Avruy, tle^r Parish In reply to the 
CoilnPs questjon as ^tq htfw he wa&""*^tting on, the 
Captain said : ‘ Qhf very well ; I hat’^d just been din?ng 
¥or the sixty-seventh time^ off roast InuttonV The 
Cpuift laughSd, and after a while drove oft' again. Next 
day ^a policcifian called ^upon the cantain witH the 
following message : - ‘ It having come to the, knowledge 
of his Excellency Count Bismarck, Chancellor of the 
Confederation, that Captain von Strantz ^^^!)uld doubt- 
less be *dining to-day oft' his sixty-eig]\th joint of roast 
mutton, his Excellency sends him here\yith four ducks 
ass a change of menu.’ ” This anecdote has the advantage 
ovei' most of those appearing in the press, that it is in 
the main correct. But the policeman did not call on 
themext day. Count Lehndorft' dined with us a few 
days before Christmas, 

The Cfpef was shaved usual on coming to dinner 
to-day. He first mei^tioned that Count Bill had received 
the Iron Cross, and seemed to think that it should rqpjre 
properly have beeq' given to his elder., son, as he was 
wounded in^the cavalry charge at Mars la Tour. The 
wound was an accident,”, he wept on, “ and others who 
werg not wounded may have been equally brave. But 
it is, after all, a distinction, a kind of compensation for 
the wounded.” “ I temember when I was a young man 
^ that' one Herr von Reuss went about BerJin also wearing 
the Oross. I thought to myself what wonders he must 
have done ; I aftei^wKrds ascertained that he had an 
uncle who was a Minister, and he had ixeAi attached to 
the general staff* as a kihd of private aide-de-camp.” ^ 
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The (^ai^c^loi* suddenly re^a^rec^ ; '•• It»^U3t bei 

tjii^pe PieeKS since, I saw Sereifiminlus.^ ia not sV 
long since, ,1* saw SereniCr^^ -h^utf the San^ni.” TK^ 
Chancellor Aeif continued ,* obvioiifely wjth refer^efe *t<f 
tKh Sereni, that is the Princes at thtJ H6tel des Reser-. 
voirs, or one "XJf them, Init without ^y connecting 
sentence : “I remember Jkt Gottingen I once calle^*^a 
studentr a silly youngster. (Dummer Junge, the reco^ 
nised foi'^i.of offence whei^ it is intended Up provake a 
duel.^ On his sending me his challenj^e. I said J had 
not wislje(\ to offend him* by Uic rcynark that h% was a 
silly youngster, but merely to express my conviction.” 

While we were discussing pheasant and sauerkraut 
some one remarked that the Minister had not been out 
shooting for a long time, althougl^ the woods between 
Versailles an(i ^^aris were full of game. ‘‘ Yes,” lui 
replied, something has filways happened To preyent 
me. The last time was at Ferriere^, the#King was away 
and he had forbiciden Shooting, that is to say^ in ^ the 
-park, just as he has now given orders that Ferri^nes 
^ must be spifred, merely beJ^anse it belongs to^ rich Jew. 
We di(i not go into the park,* and there was plenty of 
gajne, but not much of it wa^ ^fhot^ as the carti^dges 
were bad.” ^plstein, who, by the.^ay, turns out t<5 be- 
e:?^e^ingly amiabl#,* hard-working and helpful, re- 
marked ; '' This is the account given of the •affair, 

Excellency. You were a,ware of bis Majesty's orders, and 
of coiAse desired to obey* them. But it unfortunately 
happened as you were taking a walk on one occasion 
you were suddenly set upon by three or fouj: pheasants, 
and were obliged to shoot them down in self-defencje.” 

The French Rothschild recalled the. German one, of 
tybom the Ghj^ related a very amusing story. He 
* The King. ** "Ae Crown Pijnce. 
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s^id ; V, When the iheritbers of- the ReichsOag'.tvere here 

^ecentljf, i was seated .q ext ^o Rothschild at the^ CrdSVti 
P^^incc’s. 'l.'he Prince sat* next to me, ^?id onr his other 
side was Simson*. Rothschild smokes a grei;t deal, and 
smelt of that and oth^r thing's, and so ^hovght I would 
play ajittle practical Joke before we sat down. But it 
did'^not succeed, df is only a'fter dinner that stewafds 
of the household begin to be senstble and listen to a 
body. I h^hl my revenge however, by fetting my 
neighbour haVo the benefit, cof my remarks. I said to 
him, ‘You .should have a house in Berlin, ‘tind invite 
people to see you, and so on.’ ‘What do you mean ?’ 
he asked, in a loud and almost angry voice. ‘ Am I to 
give diiiners in a restaurant ? ’ ‘ Well, you might do 

that too,’ I replied, ‘ but to other people,’ not to me. In 
hiy opinion you owe it to the credit of yonr house. But 
the ‘best thing would be to have a place of your own in 
Berlin. You know there is nothing to be expected any 
longer fi’om the Paris and London Rothschilds, and so 
you ought to do something in Berlin. People are con- 
stantly surprised that you'^have not yet got into the 
Almanach de Gotha. ^ Of cour.se, what has not beSn done 
up hd now may yet happ^, but T am afraid you rre tfot 
going the right way- -to work.” * 

Fipally politer literature came’ to be di.scussed, and 
Spielhagen’s , “ Preblema-tische Naturen ” was men- 
tioned. The Chancellor had read it, and did not think 
badly of it, but he said : “I shall certainly not read 
it a second time. 0»ne has absolutely no time here. 
• Otherwise a much-occupied Mmister might well take up 
such" a book and forget his despatches over it for a 
couple of hoursi^ Frey tag’s “ Soil und Haben ” was 
also mentioned, and his description of the Polish riots, 
as well as t^e story of the bread-and-butt^ miss and the 
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ball, Ver^ p^^ised, while, his heroes weVe ^opsider^ 

iji^pid}» One said they had|no*jjassion, and %Hother ^ 
souls. *.^?J:ieften, who toSk'a^'sfctiv^ part ij:f "the conver- 
sation, pbsg^e^ that he could not roiid any of these 
tfTings twice, and tbat mo^ hf th^ well-knowfi moderd 
authors had onl^ produced bne good book*^xpiecc. “ Well,” 
sa^d the Chief, ^ 1 coulcb also makti you a prcserht 4 Df 
t^ree-fourths *of G«ethe— ^tlie remaintVir, certainly—^ 
should Ijke to live for a«long spell , on aVlesert Isltyid 
w^th* seven or (^ight “volumes out of tljli ‘forty.” ‘Fritz 
Reuter *wa^ then referred to, and tlie Minister remarked, 

“ Uit de Franzosentid,” very pretty but not a novel.’’ 

“ Stromtict^’’ was also mentioned. “ H’m,” said the 
Chief, Dat is chs' d at ledder is” (that’s just lff>w it is, 
a favourite expression of one of ?lic characters in the 
book) — that, ij} is true, is a novel, and it contains maify 
good and others inditfercnl;, but all through the peasants 
are described exactly as ‘they are.”*" * 

In the evening I translated for the Kin^ a dong 
article from The Times on the .situation in Paris. 
Afterwards* at tea Keudell ^oke very well ind sensibly 
of certain qualities of the Chancellor, who reminded him. 
o^ Achilles, his grea* gifts,* tlTc ^outhfulness «f^ his 
character, his, • quickness of tempev, his tendency to*’^ 
Weltechnierz, his inclination to witljdrav^ from^ ^reat 
affairs and his invarial:Jly victorious action.^ Our wmes 
could boast a Troy, and also an Agamemnon, shepherd 
of th^ nations. 


Tuesday, January lOth . — EaVth and sky are full 
of snow. A shot is onlj^ to be ficard now* and S.gain* . 
from our baJ:teries,^or from the forts. Count Bill is here, 
and General von Manteuffel ^alJs at 1. o’clock. They 
are passing thsough on their way to the army that is to 
♦operate against Bourbaki in th*e south-east 'under Man- 
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,^uffel. ^urin^' thb afte^ndbn I t^e^>aph twiee to 
London^ ^reporting the setreat^of Chanzy ®at “ije., Mans, 

I the' lp^s of a tZKHipfj^d^r.men who were mfTde 

priSon^l'8, and Werder^s victorious resiatanrs* at Viller- 
§exel to a, superior Fr^ch force advancing t& the relief 
^ of Belfort. * 

' The*^ first shbject mefhtiongd at dimer is the'^bOin- 
barcfment. The Chief holds that most of the Paris 

c . 

forts (Hre of j. little important^e, except pferhap^ Moift 
Val^r^en — ‘‘Not. much more thar the redoiibtr at 
Dlippel/’ That is to say the rxioats are not very dee*p, 
and formerly the walls were also weak. The' conversa- 
tion then turns on the Internatioilal League of Peace 
and its f.onnection with social democracy as shown by 
( the fact that Karl M/irx, who is now living in London, 
c h{is been appointed President of the Gfetman branch. 
Bucher dcTscribes Marx as an intellio:enb man with a 
good scientific ,educ£\tion and the real leader of the 
international labour movement. ""With'^reference to the 

^ o v; 

League of Peace the Chief says that its efforts are all 
of an equivocal character, a^^d that its aims are some- 
thing very"^ different to peace. It is a cloak for 
comrqunism. “ But,’^ he concludes, “certain august 
V personages have even now no idea of that. Fbreigh 
countries and peace^! '' In this connection he referred 
to the Influence and attitude of Queen Augusta. 

Count Bill, according ^to the^ Chief, “ looks from a 
distahee like an old staff oflicei, he is so stout. was 

very lucky in being selected to accompany Manteuffel. 
Of CQurae, it would only be a temporary billet, but he 
* would see a great deal of the war. “ ForTiis age he has 
a good opportunity to learn something. * That was 
impossible for* one of us at eighteen. should have 
been, born in 1795 to'^haim taken part in the campaign ^ 
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of 18*13.” “^STIveKheless since th\ baftle. ooul^ 

catisli^he name, but he referred apparently to ati 
engageih^nt 4n the Hugvwnpt Wtff) Irhere not ontf TSf 
my ancestx)]ftB ^vTio did nftt draw th^ sword tfgaiflstp 
Fiance. ^y father and tl>ree • his brothers were* 
engaged againsi^ Napoleon* I. Then ifiy grandfather^ 
foijghf at Rosslmeh ; my great grandfather ^gaiilst ' 
Louis XIV., and h^ father against the same King lA 
the littl^ war on the Rhjj|le in 1672 or ^673. JThen 
sevei^rof us fought*on the imperial sid^ ^n the 'l^hiAy 
Years’ War, others, it is tTrue* jpining the Swedeff. And 
finally still another was amongst the Germans who 
fought as diftercenaries on*the Huguenot side. One — 

there is a pictrjre of him at Schonhausen ivith his 
children — was an original character. I still haTe a 
letter from him fo his brother-in-law in which he sayi^, 

‘ The cask of Rhine wine eosts me eighty reffchstha^ers. 
If my worthy brother-in-law coi:^iders. that too dear 
I will, so God spares me, drink it myself.’ And^anojbher 
time : " If my worthy brother-in-law maintains so-and- 
so, I hope,* so God presef\^s me, to come dnto closer 
contact^ with his person than* will be pleasant to him.’ 
Ajjd again in anbthe?; place ^ have Hjsent lg,000 
reichstlialers on th§ regiment, but I hope, if God sp&res^ 
iifte, tip make as muck put of it in tirhe.’ The economies 
referred to consisted probably in drawing ^ay fc^*men 
who were on furlough* or who only existed on paper. 
Certaftily the commander* of a regiment was bettdt off 
at that time than now.” Some ocie observed that was 
also the rule at a later period, so lt)ng as regiments. were^ 
recruited, paid, and clad by the colonels and hired by ’ 
the Prmces,* and possibly the lame thing still happened 
in other coun^^ies. The ChieT : “ Yes7 In Bussia for 
Instance, in the gr^t pavalry regifnents in ^he Southern 
YQh. I * ‘ *G G 
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tpfovinc^s^whitjh^ft^ have as^many^as^si^t^n s<^uad- 
rons. Tfeerq the cblonCi Imd, and (^oubtless yet ]ja§ 
oSer sourceG^of incbme. • A 'German once Vne, ?or 
fhstance, that on, a ne^^ colonel' taking ove^ the command 
of a regiment — I bc^licve it was in Kursk or Woronesbli 
— the peasants^ of this wealthy district came to him 
with waggons full of straw end hay, ‘^and beggeci the 
^ kittle father' to be gracious enough to ^accept them. 

‘ I did not ki^ow what they vmnted,' said the colonel, 
an3. so I told them to be off and teave me in ^peace. 
But the ' little father’ ought to be fair, they urged, his 
predecessor had been satisfied with that much, and they 
could not give more, as they were poor jx^ople. At 
length I'got tired of it, particularly as 'they became very 
pressing and went dSwn on their knees entreating me 
to accept it, and I had them bundled out of doors. 


But .then hthers came with loads of wheat and oats. 
Then I understood what was meant, and took everything 
as my predecessor had done, and when the first lot 
returned with more hay I told them that what they had 
brought before was enougl'' and they could take back 
the rest. And thus I secured an annual sum of 20,000 
roubles, as I charged Government for the hay apd 
oats^ required by the' regiment.’ He related that quite 
frankly and unabashed in a drawing-room in St. Petei^- 
burgt and' I was the only one who was surprised at it.” 
“ But what could he have done to the peasants ? ” asked 
Delbrtick, “He himself could have done notiiing,” 
replied the Chief, “ Irut he might have ruined them in 
another way. Ho dnly required not to forbid the 
Boldiers to take what they liked from them.” 

Manteuffel was again npoken of, and somebody men- 
tioned that he had broken his leg at MetZf> and had to be 
carried on the battle-field. Manteuffel was greatly surprised 
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that We had jiot. known this, and the A^ntetef*rjmark^lli 
h# must cej’tainly have thought 
inlbrme'H*^^ to the of* Uie Var. ^Jater on *t^ 

Chief s^id ^ Il’e^nember how I saf with,him and - (f 
did not catch the name) on Jh^. stoRejf outside the Church 
at ^Blekstein. ^e King (^me r^, and ^ proposed t.hat 
should greet ^hn like 4he three watches in A/acl^t^ : 

‘ Hail, Thane 5f Lauenburg ! Hail, Thaije of Kiel ! Haif, 
Thane o^ Schleswig ! ’ lit was when I wal negottating 
the Treaty of Grastehi wuth Blome. I th^. played ofuinze 
for the Jas^ time in my liTe. Although I lutd not played 
then for a long time, I gamliled recklessly, so that the 
others wei^ astounded. But I knew what I was at. 
Blome had heard, that quinze gave the best opportunity 
of testing a maxi’s character, and h^ was anxious to try 
the experimeni^ on me. I thought to myself Idl teaph 
him. I lost a few hundred thalers, for which I might 

well have claimed reinlbursemen^ frorA the State as 

* 

having been expeivled on his Majesty's service.* &at I 
got round Blome in that wivy, and i^iade him do what I 
wanted. He took me to iTe^ecklcss, and yiej^ed." 

Th<^ conversation then turned upon Berlin, someone 
h^ing remarked that it \yas' fr#uti^cat to year assuming 
more the appegrajic^ of a great capital, also in its sehti--*' 
m%nt;^ and way of thinking, a circumstance which to 
some extent reacted on its Parliamentaj'y representatives. 

“ They have greatly altered during the last five years," 
said L^lbriick. ‘‘ That is drue," said the Chief ; “ but in 
1862, when I first had to deal with those gentlemen, they 
recognised wh^t a hearty contempt I entertained for*, 
them, and they have never become friends with* me 
again. » 

The Jews tl^an came to be discussed, and the Minister 
wished to know how it was that the name Meier was so 
‘ • * G b 2 
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h ^prm nrtj ataoiigSfc thtem. That nand^ afb6r all of 

german erigjji, and* in AV estphalia it^ meant a r>lan<^e<^ 
proj)rietor, j^et formerly •thf .J^-ws owned norland. * I 
Kibm'itt'ed that ,the Vord whs of HebAw^ origin and 
5 ccurred m the Old* Testamept and d.lso in the TalmiM, 
being ' properlj^*Me'ir «and akin to “^r,” i.e., light, 

bi;il],iance, whence, .the ‘ signification* ‘of Enlighben^, 
ifirilliant. Radiant. The Chief then ^inquited the mean- 
ing of Kohn/a name very common amongst il^em also. 
I said it signii^ed Priest, and was originally Rbh'sn. 
From K‘ohen‘it became Kofin, Kuhn, Cahen, ^nd Kahn. 


Kohn and Kahn were also occasionally transformed into 
Hahn, a remark which caused some amusement as it pro- 
bably Ksminded the company of tge “ Presshahn,” 
who* is at the head 6f the Berlin Literary 'Bureau. “I 
arp. of opinion,” continued the Minister,* “ that to prevent 
misohief, tlie Jews will have tb be rendered innocuous by 
cross breeding. • Thet results rfre not bad.” He then 
mentioned some noble houses, Lyna,rs, Stirunis, Gusse- 
rows : “ All very^ clever, decent people.” He then 

reflected f^Jr a while and, ^omitting one link from the 
chain of thought, probably* the marriage of distinguished 
Christian ladies tef ri?^fi. or talented ‘Israelites, he pfp- 
*cee^ed ; “ It is better the other way op. . , One ought to 
put a Jewish mare' to a Christiarf- stallion of G^rmiln 
breeU. The mon^y must bd brought into circulation 
again, and tlie race is not at all bad. I do not know 
what I shall one day advise my sons to do.” ® 

I spent the whole* time after dinner at work, princi- 
.•pally* reading despa'tches. ,The Rumanian (Prince 
Charles) has sent the Chancellor a letter^ written in 
his own hand^ jeque8tinge*advice in fiiis difficulties. He 
seems to be in the greatest perplexity,* «ind the Pbwers 
■ynH not help him. ‘England wd Austria ^e st 
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indifferent ; ^ tfieV orte ^ is inclinSd 1» look* ^pon 
.unification of tjie Pnneipaliftes as to jts— interests ; 
Prance of no «idCo«lit f 1;lie*Tsar Afexander it# 

is tru§, w%ll -disposed to Princ^ Chflgrles but^ill*n8t* 
interfere ; ^ and inferventiyn* on 4.hb part of* German j, 
who has no pr^tical interests ii> Rumaliia, is not to be 
aSpected. TheJ'^ore, if •the l^rinaeyjannot help hyngel^ 
out of his dtfficulties, he had better yetire before he*i3 
obliged|t©. Such was 1»fie counsel addreised to him by 
tjle*(?hief through* KeudeH. Beust b^s* been informed 
of thjs. , It would appear • that* Beust'h despatch in 
reply to the announcement of the approaching union 
of South"* Germany with the ‘North, shows a new 
departure in hiss political views, and it is possible that 
even under hijn satisfactory relat^ns may be developed* 
and maintaiped between the two newly-organjsecl* 
Powers, Germany and Austria-Hungary. He reported 
that a new comic ^ffper, Der •Hisnfrxrch^ was being 
founded in Vienna, and that he would do eyerjithing 
in his power to prevent this abuse^ of the name. The 
Chief has* recently addressed a communu^j'tion to the 
King*in which he requests : (l^ That the telegrams of 
j^e General Staff" before b*iiag despatched to » Berlin 
should be submjtted to him and Jiis approval obtaineef, 
hs they might hav^ political bearings — as, for example, 
in the case of the ^hefls tljat fell, in the Luxemburg 
Gardens. (2) That lie should receive full information 
of the course of military operations, instead of being 
indebted for detailed particulars* to the newspapers and 
private persons. Subalterns ’and members of thy 
Ambulance Corps were kept better informed than he. 

At 10.30 P.M. the Chit*f comes '^pwn to tea, at 
which Count, Bill also joins us. Abeken returns from 
Court and brings the news that the fortress of P^ronne, 
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a garrison ol 3,0,00 men, Sias capiiulated. The Ghief, 
who was^iusj: lookihg through the Illustririe Zeitu^g^^ 
sfghed and w^Kclaimetl : ^‘•AuJotheiv 3,000 ! If one could 
Only drown th^m ih the 'Seine — or '^at least their 
GommandfSr, who h^s feroken his word of honour ! '' 

This led tlfe con^tersaticn to the*^ subject of the 
nun^erbus prisoners jn (^ermainy, and TIolstein said dt 
V/ould be a good idea to hire them out to work on the 
Stroueberg r^iilway. '' Or/’" eaid the Chief, ^‘df the 


Tsar could be induced to settle them in military cblOnies 
beyond the Caucasi^s. It is ’said to be a very fine 
country. This mass of prisoners will really form a 
difficulty for us after the peace. The French will thus 
have an varmy at once, and one fresh from a long rest. 
But rhere will really^^)e no alternative. ^ We shall have 
to give them back to Napoleon, and he will require 
200,000 men as a Pretorian (luard to maintain him- 
self.” Does he then really ^ expect to restore the 
Empire t ” asked Holstein. '' Oli, very much,” replied 
the Chief, ‘‘ extremely, quite enormously much. He 
:hinks of d day and night^vand the people in England 
ilso.” o 

Holstein then related ihow certain' people belonging 
;o the English Embassy had behaved wexy unbecomingly 
>utside the place wnere the Frendi prisoners are^i^coli- 
Eined, in Spandau, and had fared badly in consequence. 
Cockerell was knocked down and beaten black and blue, 
30 that he afterwards looked quite as if he had been 
painted.” Loftus did not at first want to intervene, 
but was ultimately induced by the other diplomats to 
enter a complaint. “ Did they give this Cockerell a 
sound hiding -asked Count Bill. ‘‘Oh, certainly,” 

replied Holstein, “and Miss (nam^^ escaped me), 

who tried to ^interfere bn his behalf, also received a few - 
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blow«.” ‘‘ WeSl 

>% 




, \ am ^la«? Co«^ er .got* a pro ne:* . 

di^ssii^/'said the Chief, “ it will do him go^. I ?Em 
sdrry £&iT^th*e lady. But itj is*rf*pk.y thatj^dftus” fthe ^ 
British Amliagfcjtdor) “ hiibself dki not get. thraSh^d* 0*1 
ihe occasion, as should then Hd of him.” . 

Wedne^sdayy* Jctnuctr^ llt^. — Be?nstorff reports 
t^^t dement DuMcrnois, ^ forifier Minisfer of Nhpol€on^ 
wishes* to come h^re in order to negotiate for peace 
tlie nan^ei^f €be Empress;* She will agree prinoiple to 
the •cdfesion of territory and the new fi^ptier denjantled 
by us, and also to the paymeijt of ^ war kidenfnity and 
the occupation of a certain portion of France by our 
troops until it is paid, and will, promise not to enter 
into negotiations Tespecting peace witli any otljer Power 
than Germany. Duvernois is of %Dpinion that altlfough# 
the Empress' is "not popular, yet she would act energe-* 
tically, and as a legal ruler would hav(i mo?e autl^ority 
and offer us a better security tl;aii a^y person elected 
by and depencfept TTpon the representatives o:^ the 
country. Duvernois assisted in provisioning Paris and 
accordingly knows that Tt^iust surrender ^shortly, and 
fchere^re as time presses, Ac is anxious to hurry on 
negotiations. AVill he Jje recei^^<S^if ke comes ? P(p:’baps, 
i? only in order to q^akc the membeVs of the Govern/ner^ 
ki P^ris and Borde£>ti^ more yieldii^g. 

During dinner the bombardment was dise.uss^(|, as is 
now usually the case. ^ Paris was said to be on fire, and 
somo^ne had clearly see A thick columns of smoke Vising 
over the city. ''That is not enough,’' said the Chief. "We 
must first smell it here. When’ Hamburg ^was burning 
the smell could be distinguished five German milep off.’^ 
The opposition ofiered by the.*" Patriots ” in the Bavarian 
Chatnber to ^}>e Versailles Treaty was then referred to. 
The Chief said : "I wish I could go there, and speak to 
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^ Sftiey iSive ,^obviously got ii^to % false position 
aiid can ^ neither a&vaEfte nor retire., I \a^e <ielre^y 
b^dn doing, my best*to’\)friog. tfeem into thfc .right way. 
Sdt ' ofie is so l^adly *wanted* here in bi'de^ to prevent 
absurdities and to preach sense.” ' * 

Thursday, fTanuaisy 12 th . — At dinffer the conversa- ^ 
tion again turned orj. the bon)i»ardnien1?. On soinebddy 
observing that the French complaip of our aiming at 
their t hospitals, the Chief saiiti : “That is cert^vinly not 
dohe intentionally. They have • hospitals ne*ai" the 
Panthedn and the Val de.Grdcfe, and it is possible that 
a few shells may have fallen there accidentally. H’m, 
Pantheon, Pandemonium ? ” Abeken had»heard that 
the Bavaj’ians intended to storm one of l:he south-eastern 
forts- that had returfied our fire in a weak way. The 
r Qhief commended the Bavarians, adding : “ If I were 
only, in MiSnich now, I would' bring that home to their 
inembers of Pasliame^it in such 'a way that I should im- 
mediately win them over to our side.” 

The Chancellor then told us that the King preferred 
the title “Emperor of Gerj^iany ” to that of “German 
Emperor.” “ I gave him 'to understand that I (lid iiot 
care g, brass farthing.^ ,IJe was ,£>f a* different opinioji. 
father the country than the people,. J. tb®^^ explained 
to him that the fimt would be a„new title and -^ould 
at le^st have' no historical basis. There had never been 
an Emperor of Germany, and though it was true there 
had klso been no German Erhperor, there b^-d bl;en a 
German King.” Bucher confirmed that statement and 
remarked tljat Charlemagne assumed the title of “ Im- 
peratpr Roman orum.” Subsequently the Emperor was 
called “ Imperator Romanus, semper augustus, and 
German King.’’ . 

, At 11 P.14, the Kin'g sent the Chief a pencil note in 



4 ? 


Jan. 13.^87;] 


TME PQPE'S ATTI'SUDE 

JL. 


his (Jwn hai^\^i^ig on a half sheet^ of letfejp pap*^^ 
jn|orming^iin th^t we had jusC won a gr^t^iotory at 
Le Mans^, ^he Miniate!^, «»ho* was* visibly^pleased tTnd 
touched at^^hi^ Attention, *said as lie htyided me^he slip 
o^ paper in order 'that I ^should* telegraph the news •. 
“ He thinks the’Oeneral SSaff will not 15t me l£no<vrand 
soflie Vrites 

Friday, Sanucyy ISth, — Arnim sgnds a florid ac- 
count Rome of the ^Tsit paid by Victfcr Emmanuel 

toj* the* Eternal City. He mentions a/ report received 
from thb I^uncio at Bordeaux cespeetmg ah attempt by 
-the Government Delegation in that city to secure the 
intervention of the IPope for the purpose of negotiating 
a peace. The Cardinal in communicating this to the 
Minister adcre4 that the French ftre now dispose?! to 
make greater concessions than at Ferrit"res,»and aske4 if 
in principle the Pope’s metliation would be agreeaUe to^ 
us. Arnim replied thaf the Freixih Gcrvernment knew 
our condition# and* could conclude peace at any, time on 
that basis. Arnim states that the ^efforts made by the 
Curia on behalf of peace afc sincere, but af^ based on 
interesi^ed motives. The Cardinal asked if it was not 
intended to" grant Fuance amy compensation for the 
proposed, cessipn ^f^ territory, whereupon Arnim replied^ 
tTlat JVC had no righS to dispose of the^ territory of other 
States.* The Cardinal^obviou^y had, Italy in*viewl^ and 
meant that France should indemnify herself an- 
nexing Piedmont and reinstating the Pope in Rome. 
The despatch concludes as follow^ : My presence here 
complicates oijr position,^ it awa*kens hopes* that cannot^ 
be realised,^ and inaintains intimate relations that clog 
OUT footsteps without making the grotyijd upon which 
we rftand anjj* firmer/' Thile reports that Queen 
^ Augufta told him the sinking t>f the English coal ships 
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L(|ear Rguen hadOma^e more blol>d Vn .England than 
was belie^e^ here. ° Tlffe Crown Prinpess knew from J;}]ke 
letters of hor mother flftit osyhipathy for oap^cause was 
‘daily decreasing, *thei%. Thile replied ''that' he was sur- 
‘prised to hear it, «is Bej^nstorlf made no mention 
of it: ' 

^ oWe are joined^ai dinner by Kegierungsprasident ^on 
Ernsthausen, a ,^portly gentleman, still young, 'and by 
the Chief, ■v\hio is to dine wi’^h the Crown Pi^ince, and 
only c, remains* the Varzin ham comes to cable, 

of which he' partaken for the sake of home memories/' 
Turning to Ernsthausen, he says : ''I am invited to the 
Crown Prince's, but hefore going there I have another 
importa^it interview for which I ’ must strengthen 
myself." “ Wedn^?sday will be the ^ 18th, and the 
Festival o^ the Orders, so we can publish the proclama- 
tiorb to the German people on that day/' (The Pro- 
clamation of Emperor and Empire, upon which Bucher 
is now at work.) (To Ernsthausen); The King is still 
in doubt about 'german Emperor ' or ‘ Emperor of 
Germany.^ He inclines to^i^he latter. But*" it does not 
appear to me that there is much difference bet^¥een the 
two (titles. It is Hke^thc Homoiisios' or Homoiousios in 
^the Councils of the Church." Apeljen corrected : 

“ Homousios." Thb Chief: ‘‘ Wc pronounce it qgf. ^n 
SaxQuy they have the ^lotafeism. I remember* in our 
school there was a pupil from Chemnitz who read that 
way" (and he then q^uoted a Greek sentence), “ Iftit the 
teacher said to him '^top I That won't do I We don't 
• hail here from Saxony.' " ^ 

After din ner I read the latest despatches and some 
older drafts. Those of sp?ecial interest were instructions 
from, the Chief to the Minieter of Coipjiierce th&t the 
cimomit expended for the proyiaioning of Paris oonld® 
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not be included BudTget ; and* a j^emonTn^um ^ 4 

^h^ch Moltke defended the supjJiy of provigic^s for tfie 
Parisians^, The 2,800 wa^gc^is •with^ provisions were,*Tie 
says, not inffenfi^d solely for the Parhri^ns, but fls5 foi* 
ouf own troops — for the for^n^r ae^efl million nations of* 
^two pounds each^for three days — •and it^would* b^ well 
if ihere were stil) more waggons in JFrance. The CJii^f 
returned from* the -Crown Prince’s at 9.30 p.m., and 
shortly yterwards he instructed me to ti egrapho that 
we*hftd*made 8,000 prisoners at Le ]\ta^^ and captured 
twelve ^ups, and. that ^Gambetta,. \^ho \tished to be 
present at the battle, nearly fell into our hands, but 
just made Ms escape in time. Afterwards I cut out 


Unruh’s speech dealing with the scarcity of locomotives 
on the German .railways, for suljmi'Aiou to the Kin^ 
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weeks before tee CAPIxtrLATION OF PARI'^ 

Saturday, January \Ath . — Count Lehndorff dined witl 
us to-day. The Chief mentions that Juft's Favre hat 
written^ to him. He wishes to go to the Conference it 
London, and asserts that he only ascertained on the 
®L0th inst.^ that a safe conduct was held in readiness foi 
him. He desires to take wifh him an unmarried and f 
married daughter, together with her husband — who hae 
a Spanish name — and a secretary. “ He would doubt' 
less prefer a pass, for M. le ,Ministre et suite. He ha^ 
the long’bg of a vagabond for a passport.” But he 
is not to receive one at all, the soldiers being simplj 
insC’ucted to let him through. Bucher is to write tlja 
it will bo best for him to go by waj^ of Corbeil, as he 
will not then have 'to leave the oabriage which he brifig: 
from Patis and to walk for some way on foot, afterward: 
taking another carriage. His best route will also be b^ 
Lagny and Metz, and not by Amiens. If he does no 
wish to go by way of Corbeil he is to say so, and thei 
.« the "military authorities will be instructed accordingly 
“ One would be inclined to think,” add^d the duel 
“ from hia d^e^e to tjikfe his family with him, thjit h 
wants to ^et out of harm’s way.” 

In the ^further course of qonversation the Miniate 

a 
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obsenred : “V^saflles is* really ^oet A^uitableil 

jjlace t^at^ could have been chosen •from tb^ point 
vi^ of ^bnununications. ^ y^e ^tighrt; to remailfed 

^ Lagny ok^ Wetriferes^ But I know •welt why^ it* 
selected. Xu our jtrincely personages? would have found 
^it too dull therein- It is true thoy are feored here •too, 
an^ dcfubtless every where^lse.'* ^ * * • * ^ 

The*Chief •then jvent on to talk of German Prince^ 

. in gener^G and said : '' O^ginally they w^e all Counts, 
thait^s*to say, officials of the Empire? jTJie Zehripg^rs, 
it is trufe, are an old princely famil}.^^ — apart ffom any 
fresh blood that has been infused into the stock. The 
Austrian Princes an(i Counts havo*only become rich and 
powerful through* grants of confiscated estates. The 
Schwarzenbefgs, for instance, throi^h the property •of a 
gentleman wi^h *a very unappetising name — Schmiei;- 
sicki.’' The Chancellor* then went in^o further 
particulars, and continaied : Tjiey (ihc Hapsburgs) 

were grateful /o^ ^rvices rendered to thjm, ^and 
rewarded their people with rich grants. It was different 
with us. Our nobles were siiueczed. Any one who had 

^ '' jm 

large eftates was forced to gfve them up or to make a 
bad exchange.” 

The Chan gell^r ..afterwards spoke about Mantcifffel^ 
aftd fip,id : “He is no^' heaping up» coals of fire on my 
head by taking Bill with him. We were o*n bad* Jerms 
during the last few yeahs. One of tfie re^ons was his 
extrh>agance in Schleswfg. He kept a regular Court 
there, and gave great dinners of* forty to fifty covers, 
spending three to four tl^ousand thalers a mqnth. . That 
was all ver^ well before the war, but later on, when I 
had to account for it to th« Treasury Committee, it 

could not go op^ and when I had to tell him so, he was 

,> • . 

i>ngry» 
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^ Aft^r flintier^ I Wrote an article for l^he Moniteur^ 
under in 5 ti;uctions fr^taL the Chie,f, respecting ;th,e 

difiiculty of^ provisibning PAriS when it surr^pders. It 

tan ^thus : We^ 'find^ the following pafagraph on the 

provisioning of Pafisdn \^eJournciL Officiel: " Accdfd- 
in^'tb a despatch from Bordeaux, daCed January 3rd, 
tlje , Government of Nationafl Defence has colMcteA a 
large quantity of necessaries in vie\\^ of filrnishiilg Paris 
with U fresh ^supply of provi.^ions. In addition to the 
markets now t. ip course of erection there is already 
collected, nedr the means of transport and byyond the 
range of the enemy’s operations, a mass of supplies that 
only wait the first signal to be despatched/ When this 
question*" of reprovisioning Paris is considered from a 
practical point of vlt^w, it wnll be seen fhat it Vjristles 
wif:h serious difliculties. If the statement of the 
Jounnal Officiel that the stbVes are beyond the range 
of the German rq)heror of actioif l^e correct, it must be 
taken that they are some 200 miles away from Paris. 
Now the condition^ to which the railways leading to 
Paris havt^'been reduced D/ the French themselves is 
such that it would re<tuire several weeks at least to 
transport such a qilanfttiyoof provisions to Paris. The^e 
is another consideration which mu^>t filso not be over- 
looked, namely, thht in additioft to the famieshiiig 
population of Parjs, the^Germap army has a right to 
see that its supplies are replenished by the railways, 
and that consequently the German officials with the 
best will in the world" can only spare a portion of the 
^rolling stock to be employed in jreprovisioffing Paris. It 
foUovrs that if the Parisians put off the surrender of the 
city until they Jiave eaten their last mouthful of bread, 
believing that large supplies are within . easy reach, a 
fatal blunder may be committed. We trust that the 
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Goveii^ment of^isfltional l)efence*»wiir vei^^eriouslyi 
c^nsidei; tfre circumstances, an(> wei^h we^ J^e hea^ 
re^onsilStlity it incurs ^d(f]?tin|;; the ^inciple'^of 
resistance t% ♦the bitter • end. •Every (^ay iiTcrease5 
instf^d of lessening the disianc€^ between the capital 
and the provinci^i armies, •whosa apprdhch is* a\^alted 
wi$i Sb much mipatiencii in ^Par^s,^ which is *clo^eJy' 
invested and ^ntir^ly cut off from the outer ^yorld* 

• Paris caiyigt b*e rescued fictitious repots. To* suj)*- 
po^ thht it can wai# till the last momerjft^for the simple 
reason that neitlier the pl'ovinces imr* tlie bnemy could 
allow a city of two and a half million inhabitants to 


starve, might prove to l>e a terrible miscalculation, 
owing to the abs6lute impossi])ility of prev^cMting it. 
The capitulation of Paris at the vci^ last hour miglit — 
which God forbicT ! — be the commen<annent^)f areally 
great calamity.” 

Sunday, Jaaivaynj *151/1. — hatlier* l)right, cold 
weather. The firiijg^is less vigorous than duving»the 
last few days. The Chief slept b^dly last night, and 
had Wollma*nn called up at Ik a.m. in order tO*^telegraph 
to London respecting Favr(?. In the morning read 
despatches. Andrassy, the IIuBg^f^iaif Premier, deciared 
to our Ambass^do^r in Vienna that he not only ajjproved* 
of*Beyst's despatch oHf^December 20th and shared the 


views therein expressed ri^specting the new Gerrriiny, 
but had desired and recommended such a policy all 
along. % He had ‘'always Said we should reach out our 
hand to Germany and shake our •fist at Russia.” The 

reservation at the comraencemenf of the document in. 

• • 

question mi^ht have been omitted, as the reorganisation 
of Germany does not affect tho Treaty Prague. 

the letters^ #in which the German Princes declare 
^hSIr approval of the King of Bavaria's proposal for the 
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ferestorat^o?! of ‘th? imperial dignity alT ea^iress prac^cally 
tKe 8am^„ylew8. “Only the elder l^ne of Reusp 

family waa 'moved to°' hae^ -its consent upon"iiifferent 
^ouhd^. It regards' the irdperial title*^ a* “an oma^ 
mental badge of the dignity of the Federal Cfommai^ifer- 
in-Ohief,' and df the sight of Presiderrcy.” The letter^ 
tl^ei;i continues, literally ^ “ I do this • ^that is appro-fje), 
* fully confident that the bestowal 9! this dignity upon 
his Majesty bthe King of F'iussia will hot. a^fiect the 
newly-establiah^ relations of the Confederation.’*' ©ber- 
regierungsrath Wagner drafted the answers “co these 
letters of approval, as also the proclamation to the 
German people concerning the Emperor andrthe Empire, 
which is»'to be published shortly. I hear that he some- 
timfes draws up the speech from the throne, as he has a 
certain loftiness of style which the Cnief likes. Read 
a letter from King WiUiam tb the Chancellor written in 
his own hands Contents : On the 10th of January 
Prince Luitpold requested an audience of our Majesty. 
This was granted ^to him before dinner. The Prince 
then delivered a message cfrom the King of Bavaria, 
suggesting that the Bavarian army should be ^celieved 
froruf. taking the "mi^ta^ry oath of’ obedience to the 
»iFecleral Commander-in-Chief, and thf^t Jhe stipulation 
to that effect should be struck oii't of the treaty, with 
Bavaria. The Prince urged, as an argument in support 
of this proposal, that such a stipulation as that in ques- 
tion limited the sovereignty of the King of Buvaria. 
No such obligation had been imposed upon the South 
.German States during the present war, and the obedi- 
ence- and loyalty of the Bavarian army might be taken 
as a matter o:^ course in’ the united Germany of the 
future. He also observed incidentally dhat the Reason 
■why the dissatisfaction 'in Bavaria was so great ■wag- 
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becavi|ie it had'^een ho^ed ^at 4^e jmperi^ dignity/ 
would l^e 1^1<3 alternately by Batvarid and Prussia. T^Iie 
King rt^lied that he c^ul^ • nOt give ao* immediate 
^swer to this^tttiforeseen '^demand : he must fiAt l(K)le 
thjpe^h the treaties. For the monpent he could onlj% 
say that by yielde«iig in theo matter' of tfte milidiry oath 
he^^voitld offend th<e other,Princes, ^nd that they^ m^ght' 
put forward a^ similar demand, which would loosen th^ 
ties tha^^w^re^'to bind thes/iew Germany together. >That 
woiiM Necessarily d^>mage the King of Bsixaria’s position 
in particular, as the concessions made to Bavaria were 
already regarded with great disfavour by public opinion. 
King Willic^n writes that he said nothing whatever 
about the alternation of the imperial dignity. TBhe Chief 
telegraphed to Werther (Minister -#t Munich) that'* the 
proposal respectihg the military oath could not be 
entertained, ■* , 

The Chief dined wi>h the King to.»day. Nothing 
worthy of note was smd at our table. After (jhim^r I 
again read drafts and despatches. Amongst the latter 
was a lettet from King Ldiwis to the Clmncellor, in 
which Ije thanks the Minister for his good wishes for 
the new year, and 'reciprocates, He then claims 

an extension o^ territory on the ground of the imp6rt-v 
ar?ce ;of Bavaria and, the gallant -co-operation of her 
troops. From the construction of tfie sentence' 5t is 
not quite clear whethet this extension of^ territory is 
intended for Bavaria herself, but very probably it is. 

Called to the Chief at 9 p.m. • I am to write an 
article, based upon official documents, on our position, 
towards American ships conveying contraband of .war. 
In doing so I am ^ be guidad. by the ^ 13th article of 
tiie ^Pfeaty of !J799. We cannot seize such vessels, but 
► only detain them, or seize the contraband/ goods, for 
VOL. I ' ii H 
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^which a^ceip^mijst be^'giVen, aii£ iii both ca^s we 
irtlist mal^e fair comperytation. ' ^ , r 

^ Mondaf^ cl 6^4, -^Thawiiig. tA s£:y, 

with aSitrong soi^h-west winvi. It is ^gayr impossible 
to see far^ but no further shots are heard since yest^wiay 
aftemooti. Hafe the boi^^hardment stepped V Or does 
thfe wihd prevent the sotind f];pm reaching us ? ^ % 

^ In the morning^ I read Trochu's letter to Moltke, in 
which he cor^lains that our •projectiles have, struck the 
hospitals in south of Paris, although flags *w,ere 

hung oht indicating.^ theit character. He is oh opinion 
that this cannot have been by accident, and calls 
attention to the international treaties according to 
which 3,\ich institutions are to be held inviolable. 
Moioke strongly re«vnted the idea of its having been 
in any way intentional. The humane ' manner in which 
we conducted the wai> so far as the character 

which was given to if by the 'French since the 4th of 
SepJ^ember permitted/' secured * us against any such 
suspicion. As soon as a clearer atmosphere and greater 
proximity to Paris enabledorus to recognise the Geneva 
flag on the buildings in (question it might be possible 
to ayoid even accidtei^t^^l inju,ry. ' Treitschke writes 
jeqViesting me to ask the Chief if, in viqw of his deaf- 
ness, he should allow himself be elected f^r the 
Reic^^tag. ' I lay the letter before the Minister, who 
says: He ^ must know from 'experience how far his 

infirmity is a hindrance. For my part, I shc«ild be 
extremely pleased ifi he were elected. Write him to 
,that ^ffect.^ Only he should not speak too much.'' 

Prince Pless and Maltzahn dine with us. We learn 
that the proclamation t<? the German people is to* be 
read the day after to-morrow, at the. festival the 
Orders# wl^ph will be held in the Gallerie des Glace^ kt * 



Jan.f6,i87i] ’ FOR ^ FASS , ’ 


4679 


the E^aice. Tke^, in the'mi^st oi^a t^illian^apsembl}^. 
^he K^g^will be proclaimed ®mpferor. ^I^tachmefits'*" 
o:^ troops with their flag^^^he* generals, tlk^ t^hanc^llor j 
Nf the Con^^<tei^tion, and a number of^princifeiy |)er- • 
sem^ek will attend. The (ihief^hae altered, his mind 
as to letting F^^e pass* through ouf lines* and has 
' wjttten him a* letter i^hich* an^ounts to a * refvfsalf^' 
‘'Favre/’ he »ai3. ‘J with his deman(^ to be allowed Co 
albtend* Jh^ Conference i^P London, remiijis me the 
way»cftildren play ^he -game of Fox^inihc Hole. * They 
touch and then run off* to * plage wliere thdy cannot 
be caught. But he must swallow the potion he has 
brewed. His honour requires it,. and, so I wrote him/^^ 
This change of view was due to Favre's circul^ir of the 
12th of Jantiary. Later on, theJihief said he belteved • 
he was going* to* have an attack of gout. Altogether* 
he was not in good humoar. While he was reckoning 
up the fortresses taken by us, .Holstein addressed a 
remark to him. Thi? Chief looked straight at him, with 
his large grey eyes, and said in a dry cutting tone : 

One shoTlld not be interrupted when engaged in 
counting. I have now^ losC count altogether. What 
you want to say rhigh^ be sai^ Jffter.^' 


inhere introduce , a survey ot » this mciaent, witn 
particulars of documents "which aftei^ards’came'fjp my 
knowledge. • 

Favre, as Minister foi^ Foreign Affairs, was infotmed 
on the 17 th of November (in a despatch from 
Chaudordy, dated from Tours, on the 1 1th of Jihe mpnth)*^ 
that it had been reported from .Vienna, that the Ri;ssian 
Government no longer considered itself bound by the 
stipulations of* the Treaty of" 1856. ^avre replied 
I imuoediately. While recommending the J6^t^ictest re- 

u V 2 
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\eerve, tiie e receipt ot official i!ifo?niatioii, said 

tfiat no o^ 9 rtunit 5 ^ sh^ldbe neglect^ed of ^inpbasis^g 
the' riglit of^^rance^ to* tat^o^rt in such in,t^fnatioti^ 
deiiberfttions as ,ldie Russian declaratioft taight provok^ 
Negotiations were ‘th«n conducted, ’both verballyT'tfnd 
in ■siting, between the various Powefs and the Frei^h^ 
'Prbyisibnal Grovernnient, inr which ’the Prenhh tm- 
(Seavoured to induce the representatives of those 
Powers to admit the justice'*. of their contedafion, that 
the representatives of France ‘* wouM be bound m^Ti^ty 
to bring up "at the- same tim‘e for discussion ’another 
matter of entirely different import.” The Delegation 
at Tohrs, while giving expression to these' views, was 
of opini(Mr that any invitation given by Europe should 
be hfecepted, even, shfkild no promise be obtained before- 
hand, nor even an armistice. On the 31st of December, 
Garubetta wrote to Favre : *'■ You must be prepared to 
leave Paris, to. attend the London Conference if, as is 
statpd, England has succeeded in obtaining a passport.” 
Before this comraunication arrived, Favre had an- 
nounced to Chaudordy that fffie Government ’had decided 
that France, “ if called u'pon in regular form,” would 
sendca representative^ to. the London Conference, pio- 
.yidfed its Parisian representatives, who were verbally 
invited by England? were supplied with the necessaty 
pase^hrt. To this the En^ish Cabinet agreed, and 
' .Chaudordy informed Favre in a’ despatch which arrived 
in Baris on the 8th of January, and also containfed the 
announcement, that he, Favre, had been appointed by 
^.the Government to represent France at the Conference. 
Thisc communication was confirmed in a l#tter from 
Lord Granville to Fa vre,'* dated the ^9th of December, 
and received in Paris, on the 10 th of .'January, ^hich 
rsm as folios : ^ - 
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de ^h^u(Srdy has infornldd I*or<i iJyo^p^s that4 
yojir EjccAency ^jias been pro^^secf as tl\e ^epresent- 
^t^e of^^^rafice at the C<5hf^reilce. 'He ha^at the s^Sne 
tbne requeste(? that I shduld prBcure paaspcft^ *per* 
miT^^ your Excellency to •go thi^ugh the ♦ Prussian 
^ lines. I immediately requested Count Borns tdVff to 

asif fot such a ^^aBsport, «and to s(vnd it to you Ijy^ a^ 
Germafl ofiicet witb ^ of truce. was inform o(^ 

* yesterday .by Count Beri^torfF that a paifeport will \:m 
at;ydur Excellency ’is disposal on its bei^g» demanded at 
the Gerfti^ headquarter^ by an offictfr despatclied from 
Paris for the purpose. He added that it cannot be 
delivered b;^a German officer, so long as satisfaction is 
not given to the^ officer who was fired at whiie acting 
as the bearer , of a flag of truce. ^ I am informed* by 
M. Tissot, that much time would be lost J^efore tljn<s 
communication could be forwarded to you by the dele- 
gation at Bordeaux, and I have ^accordingly proposed 
to Count Bernstoj;flr^ another way in which it ^ay be 
transmitted to you. Requesting ^our Excellency to 
permit me ’to take this op^oftunity of expressing my 
satisfaction at entering intA personal communication 
v^th you, &c.'’ ^ ^ 

Fayre rega^d^ 4^he last sentence in this letter ks ^ 
r^ogj^ition of the pfaeent French Government, and an 
invitation that Jie mig^t 'take^ advai^tage of to aJfdress 
the Powers in London oh French aflfairs. In the circular 
of th^ 12th of January'' which he addressed to the 
French Ministers, he says : — . ' 

“The Government, djrectly invited in this despatch,.^ 
cannot, yithout surrendering the rights of France, refuse 
the invitation thus conveyed to her. df. may certainly 
be olSjected tlyjt the time for a discussion concerning 
' tKe i^utralisation of the Black*Sea has not been happily 
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^hosen. <v ^ut'tli© vei^ fact th/it the l^?m^pe^n Prowers 
should th^K have entered into relations with Ihe'P'rerkclp 
Repuhhc at‘*tjie present 'dfecMve moment ’{^^ben Franc^ 
iS fighting singlerhanded for £er honour *aifd, existence, 
lends it an exceptioilal significance. It is the /^^a- 
^mencement of tardy <exerci^i'e of justice, an obligation 
which cannot agajnr be renounced.' ?It endues ^ke 
ctange of Government with the authority of, intei;:,- 
nhtion^il law, &nd leaves a nation which is free notwith- 
standing its wcfrxnds to appear ifi. an independetit 
position upon the ^stage of the world’s history, face to 
face with the ruler who led it to its ruin, and the Pre- 
' tenders who desire to reduce it into subjectfbn to them- 
selves. Furthermore, who does not feel that France, 

‘ admitted to a plac^'* amongst the representatives of 
' Buj'ope, has,, an unquestionable right to raise her voice 
in that council ? Who can prevent her, supported by 
the eternal laws' of justice, from defending the principles 
that ' secure her independence and dignity ? She will 
surrender none of « those principles. Our programme 
remains up41tered, and Eufbpe, who has invited the 
man who promulgate^ that programme, knowe very 
well that it is his detenriination “and duty to maintain 
it There should, therefore, be no hesitation, and the 
Government .would have committed a grave erroivif it 
had declined the overtures made to it. 

While recognising that fact, however, the Govern- 
ment consider, as I do, that the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs should not leave Paris during the bombardment 
pf the 'city by the enemy, unless greater interests were 
at stake.” (Then follows* a long senl^imental laruenta- 
tioit as to th^r damage c&used by the “rage of the 
tft^ireBsor ” in throwing bombs into churfehes, hospitals, 

, tcARt with the intention, of “ ^pteadiug terror,” 
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The ocume^t ^hen proceedfi) : bra^ Parisiai^. 

populatioi^feels il^s courage rise^as the dangei; increase. ^ 
•^ttus eia^erated and fhd^nAhb, but ai^knated a 4 
mrm r^olve^ ft Vill not yield. *The- people a/e more - 
del&^^iuned than eVer to fight and conquer, and we alsox 
^Ijcannot think ojif separating mvLself fr^brri thefn dyrring 
th^ ciihsis. Perhaps it Will soon fie brought to^a cfose^ 
by the protests addressed to Europe and to the membel^ 
of the Corps t)iplomatiqu/ present in Paijs. Eryland 
ur^l * understand that until ^ then my ^place is \n the 
midst of Ti^y fellow citiz^ 7 is/^ » . * 

Favre made the same declaration, or rather the first 
half of it, two days before in the reply sent to ‘Gran- 
ville's despatch, ^in which he says: "'I canned assume 
the right to legive fellow citiz^jtft at a moment \^hen * 
they are subjected to such acts of violem^e (against * 
“ an unarmed population,"'* as — in the line immediately 
preceding — he describes *a strong fortress with a garrison 
of about 200,000 ^s'o^ldiers and militia). He tfien^con- 
tinues : Communicatiops betweei:^ Paris and London, 

thanks to those in comm^d of the besiegi^tg forces 
(what .naivete !) "'are so sloA^ and uncertain that with 
t^e best will I cannot oict in ac^Srditfnce with the derms 
of the invitfvtiQp contained in your despatch. Yoji 
hfhvet^given me to understand thair the Conference will 
meet on the 3r^ of ^ebfuary^ and ydll tten p/c5>ably 
adjourn for a week. Having received this information 
on th® evening of the lOth of January, I should not be 
able to avail myself in time of yoiir invitation. Besides, 
M. de Bismagek, in foi^arding the despatch, did nofc^ 
enclose^the^ pass^rt, which, nevertheless, is absolutely 
ess^ntiaL He demands that n French pfficer shall pro- 
ceed to the Gi^rman headquarters to receive it, on the 
pi&a of a complaiut addressed 't^o {he Gk)vei3ior of 
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.^vith regaf4 te t^e ti;eatment of the of a of 

^trtfee, an, incident* which occurred ^on th^ 33rd ^of 
Defcemben . 1 ^. de ^BiStnarck ♦adds that Prussih:^ 
Cofalnafider-in- Chief has forbidden all Communication 

• f ^ 

under flags of triice imtil i^atisfactioh is given fo^^The 
incident fn que^ion. J do not inquiiws whether such^^ ^ 
\lecisioit, contrary to,the*law8 of war, 'is not an al5solfii;e 
denial of a higher right, always hitherto Maintained ip. 
the coiiduct hostilities, whf(^h recognises the« exigen- 
cies o:^ a situation add the claims of humane feeling. I 
confine fiiysetf to ^informing y6ur Excellency tljat the 
Governor of Paris hastened to order an inquiry into the 
^^incident referred to by M. de Bismarck, a«id that this 
inquiry brought to his knowledge muc^ more numerous 
«instafiices of similar ^qnduct on the par^ of Prussian 
tSQUtries which had never been mad6 a pretext for 
interrupting^ the usual exchange of communications. 
M. de Bismarc^v appears to have ac^knowledged the 
accuijacy^of these remarks, at leasb jn part, as he has 
to-day commission^ the United States Minister to 
inform me <that, with the ueservation of inquiries on 
both sides, he to-day re-establishes communications 
underjSags of truce, ^jbere is, tlierefore, no nec^essitj^ 
for ^ Prench ofl&cer to go to the Prussian Jhieadquajrters. 
I will put myself in eommunicatior^ with the Minister df 
' the tilted Slates tor the jiurpbse^ of receiving the pass- 
port which you have obtained fbr me. As soon as it 
reaches my hands, and the situation in Paries jp&rmits 
>ne, I shall proceed to London, confident that I shall 
not appeal ip vain in the namg of my Governnaant to 
the principles of justice and morality^ in secur^g due 
regard for which Europe has such a great interest/' , 
So far M. ii^avre. The condition of ‘i^ans ha<J^ n^t 
a}^teped« the tests addressed to Europe had not put 
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an to tli^ crisis, nor poull the5^haTe don^ whei# 
Fa^jrre, ^n^anuarj^ 13th, that fe, th*ree da^g»^fter tte 
^.letter t(5 ^r!lnville, and ^h(f of th^iesue of ^lis 
c^tcnlar to. Ml? representatives oT Frt^ice abroad, seni: 
thS^oUowjng despatch to ^ the ChaAcellor of* the Con* 
^f^lieration : — 

M. le Comlje,'’ — Lord* Granville ^informs me ii^ ^is' 
d^spatdh of Deceiiiber 29th, which I. received gn th^e 
evening* of January lOthJithat your ExcaTlency, ftt 
re^ju^st of the Engtish Cabi^iet, holAs ?/ passport at my 
disposaj* v^hich is necessary to enable* the Fren^ Pleni- 
potentiary to the London Conference to pass through 
the Prussiaif lines. As I have been appointed to that^ 
office, I have the, honour to request your Exc(?l]ency to 
give instructicms to have this pa^^ort; made out in my 
name, sent to jne as speedily as possible.’' ^ ** 

I reproduce all these Solely with the object of4llus- 
trating the great* differdnce between the » character and 
capacity of f'avr(^ and of Bismarck. Compare# the 
foregoing documents wijbh those w^iich the Chancellor 
drafted. *In the formed, indecision, e<^uivocation, 
affectation, and fine phrases, ending in the very 
opposite of what had# been #i]|pljafically laid d^wn a 
few lipes or a fgw^days previously. In the latter, cgpi 
tRe Gontrary, decisiba, simplicity,* apd a ^natural and 
purely businese^-like :gianner.* On January* 16tfc the 
Chancellor replied to t'avre as follows (omitting the 
introductory phrases) : — 

‘‘ Your Excellency understands that, at the sugges- 
, tion of the (rovemmeiit of Great Britain, I bold a* 
passpoij^ aL youi;^di8posal for ♦the purpose of enabling 
you to take part in the Ebnjion Conference, That 
su^osition is^^towever, not correct. I cotijd not enter 
^ into official negotiations, whicffi would be based on the 
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•^resupp^silioA tiiat»%lie Goveinment <ff ^jationa^ De- 
, fence is, ^ecofding infernational lav, a ^oaition^ta 
% act^n the ntRpe of ?!randh,' fcr lt5ng at least As.^lfhas ilo^ 
* lfeen*recognised by thS French nation itsHfr ^ ^ 

• “I presume thht • the ‘ob&cer in command ^^our 
outposts would^*have granted your Hftcellency penuis- , 
sicyi • to pass thi^wgh the • German^ lines if* y5«r 
l^xcell^ncy had a^>p]ied for the same at th5^ head(jjiarte 5 ^ 
of th^besiegimg forces. The^atter would had no 

reasoif to take* ;^ur Excellency 8 political position^albd 
t\ie o\) 3 ect«-of* your journey into consideratioi^ ^id the 
authorisation granted by the military authorities to 
"pass through our lines, which, from their^standpoint, 
they need not have hesitated to grant,, would have left 
the Ambassador 6f lIS^? Majesty the King in London a 
' free hand tp deal without prejudice with the cpiestion 
whether, according to international law, your Excel- 
lency’s declare tions ctiuld be accepted, as the declara- 
tionsr of ’ France. Your Excellency ^ has rendered the 
adoption of such course impossible by officially 
communicating to me the (fiSject of your journey, and 
the official request for a passport for qhe purjeose of 
representing France at r the Conference. The abov^- 
n?entioned political considerations, iil s’upj3ort of which 
I must adduce tl\e declaration wh\ch your ExceK^ncy 
has published, forbid merto accede to your request for 
such a document. 


^1* ^ 

“ In addressing this communication to you, P’must 

leave it to yourself and your Government to consider 
.jfvhetlrer it ia possible to find another way in which the , 
scruples above mentioned may be overcome, vand all 
prejudice arisiug from youf presence in London m^.be 
avoided. ‘ • , 

^ . O ♦ 

“ But even if some such way .should be discovered, I * 
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take ^he to question whettiper ii. is* ael'Ji^ble foi^ • 

yojjr Eio^ency %t the presentfmoihent tq J^ve-PaiM 
yocflr^cfet as meifibe^ 'of *th^ Government * 

i}^* order to^talft'part in a tJonferehce Op. the qu^tioh of 
thd^lfi^ Sea, at a ‘time w^en interests of mueh greatef 
^iipportance to France and "Germany th^ Article S!T. of 
th^f Treaty of 18^6 are at» stake in»Paris. Your Eijcgl- 
Iqncy \^ould atso l<iave behind you in Jr^aris the qgent^ 
of neutiml ‘States and th\ members of tliJ^ir stafft whb 
ha;re^ remained th^e, or ratlier l)een /:«pt there^ not- 
withstajidyig tte fact tliat t/iiey lo!ig* since ob- 

tained permission to pass^ tiirough tlie German lines, 
and are thef*efore the more spechdly committed ^o the ^ 
protection and c^ire of yonr Excellcnicy as tlie^Minister 
for Foreign A*ffairs of the de facto 'Government. * ^ 

I can hardily believe that in a critical situation, 
the creation of ivhick youT have so largely contrihiited, 
your Excellency g^dll de|)rive youtself /he possibility 
of co-operating towgards that solution, for whiclvyoi* are 
equally responsible.” 


I now let the cKary resum<^it^n^U’rativ(‘. 

• • 

Tuesday, daiwiary 17 th. — We were joined at ciinno^^ 
b^ th« Saxon, Count^ Nostiz-Wallwftz^ who^ it is under- 
stood, is to takejLip an administrative ^ppo^tftient here, 
and a Herr Winter, or von Winter, who is to be Prefe^ct at 
ChartAs. On some one referring to the future military 
operations, the Chief observed : f I think that when, 

, with God’s h^lp, we have taken Paris, we shaH nol^. 
occupy i/ wjth oi^ troops. That work may be Icfft to 
the, National Guard in the cfty, Als6 a, French com- 
mandant. Wa^hall occupy merely the fort^ and walls. 
^Everybody will be permitted* to enter, buly nobody to 
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feeave. ^It ^erefore, t3e a great* prtso^ untU ?they 
consent tgopi^ke pe&ce/'*’ • ^ ^ o 

^The Mio^er th^ spbke^ to^Nostiz about Freitbh^ 
Conseil^ G^n^rai^x, an‘d said We should to come tS 
an understanding With them.^ They 'would fprm^a^^bd 
field ^here for further politicajl operati$>ns. So far 
\hg pfilitary side of ^the affair is concerned/' he continued, 

I arq, in favour^of greater concentr/^tion* We'shoul;^ 
ifot go beyonii a certain line, Wt deal with that portion 
thorov.ghly, m&kijng the adrninistration effectual, arid ‘^n 
particular < collect ^^hc taxes. The military q^ut|iorities 
are always for advancing. They have a centrifugal 
'plan of operations and" I a centripetal. It i% a question 
whether we ought to hold Orleans, ancf even whether it 
would not be bettel^'.to retire also from Rouen and 
Aipiens. Iq the south-east — I do not know why — they 
wantcto go as far as Dijon. And if we cannot supply 
garrisons for eyery pl^e withiri our sphere of occupa- 
tion, % we vshould from time to time sei?d a ffying column 
wherever they sho^^themselve^ recalcitrant, and shoot, 
hang and 27 hrn. When that^^has been done a couple of 
times they will learn sense." Winter was of opinion 
that the mere appteaj:ai|ct> of a rdetachment of troops 
ej^trusted with the task of restoring ^prd^r, would be 
sufl&cient in such ^i^ricts. The Cthief : ‘"I am n^t rib 
sure.# A Kttle hanging ^ould certainly have a better 
eflTect^ and a few shells thrown in and a couple of houses 
burned down. That reminds me of the Bavarian who 
sand to a Prussian officer of artillery : ‘ What do you 
>liink,o'conirade ; shall we set tfiat little yillage on fire, 
or only knock it about a Mttle ? ’ but t^ey decidgd after 
all to set it on^fir^." ^ * 

I do nbt now remember how it was ‘that the Chief 

^ . c> « 

came to speak again of his lettei; he wrote yesterday to 

4 , * 
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Favre. “ I hane ^ven hifb. ?Ieafly,to ^undesBlapd tlia% . 
jt woul^ dft^do, ^d that I .comld not be]ie'«e*that'ho*' 
who had*tfilien part* in the 4tK ^eptenfber 4 

#»ould fail t*) ^Vait the Issue. •! wrote the Ibtfer* in * 
FrCsclT first because I do not regard* the correspondenc# 
as omcw t>ut ratl^er as priirate, ajid thA in older 'that 
eAyJry ©ne may he* able W read it, in £he French lihe^ 
until it reaches hjm.” Nostiz asked how diplomatfb 
correspojidence in gener^ was now cor^ucted. • The 
C^^i^ In German. Formerly it \^as ^n, French. , But 
I have introduced German — only, howtsvcr, wilji^abinets 
whose language is understood in our own Foreign Office. 
England, It«.ly and also Spain— ^even Spanish Can be» 
read in ca.se of need. Not with Russia, as I am#the only 
one in the Fpreign Office who Understands Ru^ian. * 
Also not with* Holland, Denmark and Sweden — people • 
do not learn tLose, languages as a rule. T^ey wrjte in 
French and we , reply in the sacne lajj^uage.” At 
Ferriferes I t^oke,*fo Thiers” (he meant Fayre),“in 
French. But I told hipi that was only because I was 
not treating with him offi*ially. l&e laughed, where- 
upon I^said to him : ‘You "^ll see that we shall talk 
plain German to you iv the nsg^ations for peace* ” 

At* tea we Jiejr from Holstein that the bombardrdent 
oti tli,e south side ha^ been* stopped^ Blumenthal, who 
was always against it, ^ha^ing got his^way. It is lipped, 
however, that the Cro\^ Brince of Saxony will proceed 
vigorously with the bothbardment on the north aids. 
One would like to tell this to otir own Crown Prince, 
and to ask him what wopld be said when it .was known^ 
that th^ Saxons had forced Paris to capitulate? “ Unless 
you are quite certain of that,’i said Wagoner, “ and have 
it ori* absolut^y trustworthy authority, do ifot let the 
Chief hear of it. I should mot *like to guarantee that 
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that cBe^ he woijjd not be off to- marrow. He is a 
" vOicano \^ho8e action incalculable, and* h',i does noj; 
stahd joke^oih such ftiatterg. ’<v Holstein, however, np- , 
pears to have been* misinformed. -"At least Couiiit 
(Donhoff, ,who came in afterwards, declared that<<=Dur 
siege ‘ giitis in the 8o\jth were also g,t work, out that 
’owing to the south-west winchwe did.not hear the firipg,** 
and, moreover, it was not so heavy as during the preceding 
(Jays.,, Fire yould probably (Opened to-mprj^ow from 
Stf. ]Qenis upQi> the city, a pleasaat surprise loi ^he 
inhabit^ints cf thc<^northei;n quarters. 

Wednesday, January \^th. — In the morning read 
despatches and newspapers. Wollmann telbs me that an 
order has been issued promoting our Chief to the rank of 
' Lie^^tenant-General. When Wollmann took the order 
' to him and congratulated him, the Chancellor threw 
it apgrily on the bed and said : '' What is the good of 
that to me?^’’^ Wat ik mich davpr koofe?'' — low 
Gerpian^dialect.) Doubtless imagiiicition, but it appears 
to be correct that the Minister is to-day in very bad 
humour and exceptionally iisritable. 

The festival of the Orders and the Proclarg^ition of 
the (german Empire aAd^,,Emperoi^ took place in the great 
hall of the palace between 12 andr 1.30^^ p.m. It was 
held with much military pomp ^^iiid ceremony, q,nd 
said /to Imve been a very magnificent and imposmg 
spectacle. Tn the meantime I took a long walk with 
Wollmann. 

The Chief did nofidine with us, as he was bidden to 
phe j^mperpr's table. On his^ return I was called to 
him Twice to receive iip^tructions. His voicq^ was an 
unusually weak^ woice, and looked very tired and worn 
out. ^ ^ 

The chief has received a communication from a 
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number of dij4o!iata ^ave.renftinnd^.feebind ii^ 
Paris* the Swiss *Minist^r, wiho is their^^spolroe-^ 

^ man, re^^ests the Chai»ejlor .twr use his ^ihffuencef in 
oii^eT to oot^i^ permission# f&r tho^ per^ons^comniitt?^<} t© 
their ^ot^ction to leave tld^ same tim§ 

our fign^ fb bombard Parish is questioned, and •it in- 
^si^atod that intentionally fire at H 3 uildings that* 
ought to be respected. The reply i^?" to point out "^Ifa^t 
we ha'^e g.lrdhdy repeatedly, through ^Ihoir dipl^mat^ 
repr*8^tatives, called the attention* o^ tTie citizens •of 
neutral states Ifving in Paris to the c#)nse(:j 4 ueno«s of the 
city's profonged resistance. This was done as early as 
the end of^ Septeihber, 5.nd agptin several times in^ 
October. Furthermore, we have for months pa^ allowed 
every citizen •of a neutral State, ^too was able to •give < 
evidence of hts nationality, to pass through our lin^e^s r 
without any difficulty. Atwthe present time, for military 
reasons, we can only extond that permission to members 
of the Corp.^ DipKjmaticpie. It is our faiHt if 

subjects of neutral states have not^nitlierto availed 
themselves tT the permissi^ to seele a plar^^ of safety 
for then' persons and their pw>perty. Either ^hey have 
not wished to leavf;, or^ they Ipi^ not been allowjjd to 
do so by those who ^t present hold power in Paris. AVe 
a»e f^lly justified international law in bombarding 
Paris, as it is a fortress, the principal Tortre?ss..of FVance 
— an entrencheef cainpV^hich serves tide en(?my as a base 
of offupsive and defensi'^^e action against our artnie^ 
Our generals cannot, therefore, Ije expected to refrain 
from attacking it, or to handle ft with velvet gjoves.^ 
Furthermi)re, Ihe object of th§ bombardment is i\ot to * 
d^trby the*city, l5ut to captm^ the fortress. If our fire 
rennets residence in Paris uncomfortable and dangerous, 
thofte who recognise that fact ought not to l^ave gone to 
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^Ve in a ^rtifie^ t^wn, oV should have remained 
th^l^e. . They may , o therefore, address theif ^^'omplaint^ 
not‘^ to ns, l^t to tho^e </Who^ transformed Paris inta a ^ 
f^rfr6s8,eand ^ho now use i£s ffortificatif>nr3 an instrn^ 

qp.ent of '^r against u% Finally, our artillery does.not 
intentiontilly fir«^ at private houses an(^ benevolc^iit insti^ 
iutionsf such a% hospitals, &c^ That should be^und^r-** 
s^bod as a matter of course from the care ^with which we 
h^ve observed the provisions 6f the Geneva Convention. 
Subh ^ccidents^ as do occur are due to the great dlstaiice 
at which^we are firing. It cannot, howe\er, be tolerated 
that Paris, which has been and still is the chief centre 
of military resistance, should ^bring forward these cases 
as an argument for forbidding the vigorous bombard- 
ment which is intended to render the city untenable. 
^yirote articles to the above effect. ^ 

Thursday y January 19^/i.ri — Dull weather. The post 
has not been delivered, and it is ascertained on inquiry 
that The railway line has been destro^^ ed at^a place called 
Vitry la Ville, near Chalons. From 10 a.m. we hear a 
rather vigorous cannonade^- in which field guns ulti- 
mately join. I write two articles on the sentimental 
report of the Jouima^ c^^ Dehats, according to which 
our^ shells only strike ambulances, mothers with their 
daughters, and babies in swaddling-clothes. Whaf evil- 
minded shells ! 

' Keudell tells us at lunch that to-day's cannonade 
^as tiirected against a great*^ sortie with twenty-four 
battalions and numerous guns in the direction of La 
Pelle ^ and Saint Clotid. In my room after lunch 
*^Wollpiann treats me to a number^ of anecdotes of 
doubtful autherd^icity. According to him the Chi^f 
yesterday remarked to the King, when his Majesty 
changed th4 Minister's title to that of Chancellor of %he 
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Empire, that new fltl^ bro^jyght^ hirii^*^to l3ad f 

(jompahj. ^flfo which the Kin^ replied that» KeBcl^ 
^companj^^woiild be transfeiyn^d^ tht# good ^^mpany^on 
im joining ;t.»«(Froni ^hom <?an .Wolfmanif fiaV^ 
beayd ^at My gossip also* infonns me that ihe K.ing» 
made*a Ifkip of the^tongue ycsterdo-y at tfee palate, •when 
in ^^inn^uncing hts. assumption ^of ^he tiTle of Efnpefor* 
he added the •words by the Grace of God/' Thi# 
requires ^tQ b*e confirmed(l^ by some mor(^*tru3tw*»rthy 
au^*rity. Anothe*' story of Wollillai^’^ seems jno*re 
probable^ namely, that the jlijiistct tiends nn^a*written 
request to the King, almost every da}^, to be supplied 
with the rej^rts of the General , Staff respecting the , 
English coal ships 'sunk by our people near Rouen. He 
used iu the ^same way to telegrapli day after day to 
Eulenburg whd has always been very dilatory ; “ What 
about Villiers 1*” And before that in Berlin he h^d a 
request addressed to Emlenburg .at lef^t once every 
week: Would ’he kifidly have the draftym the, district 
regulations sent forward as early as ;^ 0 |^ble ? 

Towards* 2 o’clock, when^lie rattle oi the mitrailleuse 
could be clearly distinguished* and the French artillery 
was at the outside 5nly*half a mile iu a 8tr§.ight 

line freJin. Versailles, ^he Chief rode out to the aquedhet 
a1>Majly, whither th« Jving and th^ Crown Prince were 
understood to have gone. 

The affair must Ifave caused some anxiety at 
Versailies in the meautinl&, as we see that the Bavefriaii 
troops have been called out. They are posted in la^gp 
masses in the Place d’Ariqfies and *the Avenq^ de Paris. , 
The French are ^mped, sixty thousand strong it is 
sa^d^ beneafh Mont V al^rien •and in thp fields to the 
east of it. They are understood to have captured the 
Mofltretout redoubt, and the village of Garanes to the 
YOIi. I *11 



4«2 “ THE K MJTST RN WH^ T ® R '^A'fEA NS ” 

■ ^. . ^ r ' = ^ ^ 5— 

^west *^int ^jlowi, wJLiclf' is no^ enrich more than 
“ three* qr^a«rt^8 of hour from here, is 3¥feo in their 
hands. Th^y may* ft "ds fcifJ'ed, advance farther "to-, 
'inorro\^ and oblige to withdraw frotrf Versailles, bht 
•this ' seems to be at east -an exaggeration. At dinner 
thete^^ is scar6fely any taik of immediate'^ danger. 
'Geheimrath von Loper, who is understood • to**, be 
Alnder Secretary in the Ministry of the’ Royah House- 
hold, ■'■dines ivith us. We he^r that there ie ro longer , 
any danger for'; our communications in the south*^ea,st, 
as Boufbeki; aftei* pressii^g W^'ei’der verj* hard for three 
days without however being able to defeat him, has 
given up the attempt to relieve !6elfort und is now in 
full retreat, probably owing to the approach of Manteuffel. 
Thfe Chief then refA's to a report that thS taxes cannot 
he collecteii in various districts of the occupied territory. 
He .says it is difficult, indeed impossible, to garrison 
every place where the populatffin must be made to pay 
the- taxes. ‘"Wor,” he adds, “ is'^it necessary to do 
so ? Flying cmigins of infantry accompanied by a 
couple qf 'guns are all thaf^ is needed. Without even 
entering into the places,' the people should bp simply 
told^ ‘ If you do r/ot^aro-duce the taxes in arrear within 
tWb hours we shall pitch some shells in amongst you.’ 
If they see that we are In earvest they will ppy. *If 
not the '"place should be bombarded, and that would 
help in other cases. They must learn what war means.” 

• The conversation afterwards turned on th€!> grants 
tt>at were to be expected after the conclusion of peace, 
t. and o alluding to those made in 1866, the Chief said,, 
inter alia: “They should not be ^ grants -gf money. 
I at least w^„ reluctant '■'for a long time to accept, one, 
but at Fepgth I yielded to the tempt^ation. Besides, 
it was worse still in mynase, as I received it not from' 
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the King but fcom the^Oiet. I *did fiot w&nt to takA ' 

rn^n^^^frorc^ people with*^vhohi I hfi^* fought * so 
bitterly»Tor years. 

^ “ Moreo\e», ^he King -^a’s to sbme extent in Aiy debt, 

as d h 5 .d sent him forty pounds of fine fresh* caviar — 
presentVor whicl^ he -made me *00 relfVirn. It Is’ true 
that perhaps he never received it. ^ ^obably *thfit /a^ 
rascal Borck intercepted’ it.” These :^ewards ought ^o 
have taken tlie form of giants of land, ask^n 1819 ; aifd 
tljem ^’as a good opportunity of dbinj «o, particularly 
in the corner o*f Bavariif whiolr we- atquir5d,-and which 
consisted almost entirely of State property.” 

While Vie were alone at tea,* Bucher told mo that-* ^ 
“before the war he had a good deal to do 'with the . 
Spanish afFaif.J’ (This was not exactly news to me/ as I * 
remembered that* long before that he suddenly ordej;ed * 
the Imparcial, anjJ gave directions for varions articles 
directed against ,Montj:fbnHier.) •He ha^H negotiated in 
the matter with thj? Hohenzollerns, fatb^' and^on,-*and 
had also spoken to the King on the j^fE^r in an audience 
of one hour's duration whi%h he had had \fjth him at 
Ems. ^ * 

Frid<iy^ Jamidi'y %Oth , — t % m cfllled to the Chiief at 
1 ^ o^clbck. IJe jeistes to have his reply to Kern's conj- 
rrfiiuiiyjtion/ and th(? Jetter •in which he ^ declined to 
supply Favre ^with ^passport, published in^ the 
Moniteur. 

Botlen again came td dinner, at which we were also 
joined by Bauer and von Knobel^dorff. The Chief jiifts 
very cheerful and talkatiye. He related, amongst-other-. 
things, ^lat whil^ he was at. Frankfurt he frequently 
r^eived an^ accepted invitations from the Grand Ducal 
Court'at Darmstadt. They had excellent shopling there. 

“ But,” he added, “ I have reason to believe that the 

Fl 2 
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'Orand DutJiess ^latjailde Itlid*^' not li4e gie. She said to 
'soihe on^ at ^ that thne i> ‘ He always stancCBOthere an<^ 
looks as im^p'rtant as’ if* he,:wre the Grand Biike hiin- ^ 
self. ' ” ^ ^ - c „ " ^ 

* While we were smoking our cigars, "the “Crown 
Prince’s *aide-d4^-campi, suddenly appeared, and/reported 

'thatj. Count ^ (I c^ould not /jatch the^name) had cocpe,*’ 

Ostensibly on behalf of, and under instructions from, 
Trochu, to aHk for a two dfi^s’ armistice in pfder to 
remoire the woupded and bury those who fell in 'yester- 
day’s erfgage'inent. The Chief replied that the request 
should be refused. A few hours would be sufficient for 
the removal of the wounded and the burial , of the dead ; 
and, besides, the latter were just as well off lying on 
the' ground as they' would be under it. The Major 
returned shortly afterwards and announced that the 
King would come here ; and, hardly a quarter of an 
hour later, hjs,. Majesty arrived with ^he Crown Prince. 
They went wi^ the Chancellor into; the drawing-room, 
where a negatiW^ answer was prepared for Trochu’s ' 
messenger.” c 

About 9 P.M. Bucher sbnt me up a couple offlines in 
penc/l to the effect; th^othe letter to Kern should be 
published in the Moniteur to-morrow,, but that the 
communication to Favre shouldv fee held over fpr the 
present. " , 

Saturday, January 21si. — 'At 9.30 a.m. the Moni- 
ieur is delivered, and contains 'the Chiefs letter torPavre. 
"Ntpry disagreeable ; blit I suppose my letter to Bamberg 
oonly arrived fffter the paper was printed. At 10 o’clock 
I am* called to the Minister, who says qj(.othing.^out this 
mishap, although he has the newspaper before him. Qe 
is still in d^d, and wishes the protest of. the Coilite de 
Chsmbord against the bombardmetit cut out for “tjie 
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King; I th^ •viri^ an artlcl^ for ti^ ^plrriscXe Zeitun^ . 
•anA a* for the local jc^Urnttl. 

•Voig 1 !^;Jlhetz, Prince Putbns* S.'hci the B^^arian Cdunt 
^erghem war# l;he Chancellor’s guests^ at* dinner. * 1?!^ , 
BaVaman brought the pleasant new^ that the.Ver^illee 
treaties Vere carried in the second chjftnber ?ft; Mnnich 
bjTtwo votes over the rhecessary ^wo-thirds nfajorityf 
The German Empij'e was, therefore, complete in evei^ 
respect.* Thereupon the ^hief invited tb^ company to' 
djirik Ihe health o^the Kin^ of BaVari^ “ who, aft^r all, 
has really^ helped us thrcTugh to a sncbessfiri cpifclusion.” 

“ I always thought that it would be carried,” he added, 

“ if only by'»one vote — but I had not hoped fcft two.. 
The last good news from the seat of war will doubtless 
have contributed to the result.” 

It was then ihentioncd that in the engagement tJie • 
day before yesterdfiy the French brought a much larger 
force against us, than “^as thought at^ first, probably 
over 80,000* meji. The Montretoujp redopbt , was 
actually in their handJi for some^l^urs, and also a 
portion of Garches an^ S8<int Cloud. The ^’yench had 
lost erprmously in storming the position — it was said 
:^200 dead and ^,00(i woundf^. The ChanceUor ob- 
served : “ Th(j capitulation must follow soon. I imagine 
it may be even next jveek. * After the capitulation we 
shall supply them with pVovisions as a matter of*c*Qurse. 
But before they deliver up 700,000 rifles and 4,000 
guns *hey shall not get**a single mouthful of bread-,— 
and then no one shall be allowed to leave. We sha ll 
, occupy the forts and th <5 walls and keep th^m on. short 
commoii^ until t^y accommodate themselves to a .peace 
satisfactory to us. After all there are still many persons 
of intelligencg* and consideration in Paris ^i^th whom 

it must be possible to come t» some arrangement,” 

• * ' , 
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, H Then T'oJlowea a ^earnea criscussicna ^ me difference 
ij^tWeen^ t^ie titles ^ German hJmperor ” an*(^^‘ ^^anperoft 
of Germanj^’^h-nd that ‘of JUmperor of tbe Germans” , 

, was alse mooted. . After th'is» had goner op, for a while 
the Ghief^ who hacUtahen no part iit it, asketl : Goes 
any one know the Latyi 'woril for sausage {^\^u^^sc^l't) ? ” 
'A.bekeil answefed “ Far(5imeutum,” and I said Fafl;ei-* 
ilien.” The Chief, smiling : “ Furcimentum or fa^'cimen, 
i^ is ^11 the^^ame to me. ^JVescio quid rtiagis 

fa^‘cii)%entuin Es ist mir Wiirst is sttirfcerit^s 

slang, afrd^nieans J^t is ^ matter of th(i utmcKst indif- 
ference to me/^) 

, ^ Sthnday, January. 22nd.— In the forenoon I wrote 
two paragraphs for the German new’spapers, and one 
for the Moniteur, im connection with which I was twice 
c c;^lled to see the Chief. ' 

Von Konneritz, a Saxon,t General von.Stosch, and 
Loper joined us at dijmcr. There was nothing worth 
notipg in thX conversation except that' the Minister 
again insisted tlXt it would be only fair to invest the 
wounded with the Iron CWss. “ The Coburger,” he 
went on, “said to me the<’Other day, ‘It woukj really 
be a satisfaction if •thd ^ojdiers fdso ^ot the Cross now.’ 

I replied, ‘ Yes, but it is less satisfactory that we two 
should have received it.’ ” <= , i ' , * 

I^onday ', January '2,2>rd:~ — 1 telegraph that the 
bombardment on the north side has made good progress, 
that the fort at Saint Denis h^S been silenced, and that 
an outbreak of fire has been observed in Saint Denis 
jteeff ^as well as in Palris. AU, our batteries are firing 
Vigorpusly, although one jaannot hear.,^hem. So we are 
told by Lieutenant vonoUslar, of the Hussars, whp 
brings a letter to the Chief from Favre. What chp 
want! ? ' 
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Shortly afte^ V^p.m. Bavfe arrived; and^JPhe Chan^ ^ 
jsellor'^ ha(J^ffii interview'’ with ^im, •which last^ abou^ 
tv^ an<i^ t^lf hours, in^the ^no-eajitime'li^tzfeldt land ^ 
5j.smarck^oh^?a convers€|fd®dowi^ stay's iu the draVihg- 
TOom With'the gentleman wl^o accorypanied Favrei^ an^ 
who'?s T^dderstood to beings son-in-lawpidel Rio. , He is 
^^portrait painte:^ by profession, but^ame with •hii^ 
father-in-law in 'the capacity of secretary. Both Vfe}>e 
treated ^ tp ci hastily iT^;.lprovised meal,^*consisrJng pf* 
cid^l<ats», scrambled ^ggs, ham, &c., \diit^^ will doubt^ss 
have boen welcome to these"* poor martyrs *to tteir own 
obstinacy! Shortly after 10 o'clock they drove o£F, 
accompanied by Hatzfeldt; to thp lodgings assigned to^ , 
them in a house on the Boulevard du Roi, whcfe Stieber 
and the military police also happen to have vtheir % 
quarters. Hatzfeldt accompanied the gentlemen thefp, > 
Favre looke4 very depressed. 

The Chief drove off to see i^he King at 10.30 p.m., 
returning in about*three-quarters of an Vour. He^ooks 
exceedingly pleased as he enters the T^om. where we are 
sitting at tea. He first as^s me to^^ur hiry out a cup 
of Juesi, and he eats a few mouthfuls of brea^ with it. 
After a while he •sayg to hi^ ^c^usin, ''Do you ^ know 
tliis ? and then whistled a short tune, the signal of the 
buntpr th^ he has» Jorought dovm the deer. Bohlfen 
replies, " Yes, in at the death.'' The Chief this 

way," and he whistletl again. A * halUtliy^ he adds, 

" I think the thing iy" finished." Bohlen rem^kpd 
that Favre looked " awfully shabby." The Chief said : 

" I find he has grown much greyer than when I saw"Knn 
at Ferrihres— al^o stouter, ^ probably on horseflesh, 
ptherwise he looks like one^ who ha^ been through a 
great deal of ^trouble and excitement lately, and to 
whom everytking M now indtffeient. Moreover, he wa» 
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^very frail!{j and confe8se4*th*.t thin^ not going on 
Bsvell in Paris. I alsa asc^rtainecT from him th^JWS’rochu ha» 
heeia su^etsfeded. JVMsay.is^ «ow in' comKiaa^ of the 
fity.” eBohl^ then lelatefl /that Maririaej; del Rio was 
gxce/jdingly reserv^d.^ Thny, for their part, hhd mot 
tried, to pun^p him ; bijt the}^ once inquired h'osv things 
Bwere g^aing on'" at the Villa JRothscbild in the Bois^^e*^ 
]J<5ulogne, where Thiers said the General Staffc of the 
Paris ^army was' quartered. ♦'JJel Rio anfewQre^' curtly 
th&t he did not ktrow. For the rest, they had*'talked 

f « 5 I . . . * 

solely about hign-elass restaura«its in Palis, which, they 
a,cknowledged, was an unmannerly thing to do. Hatzfeldt 
on hi8> return, after conducting the two .Parisians to 
their lodgings, reported that Favre was glad to have 
arriwed after dark, a»d that he does not wish to go out 
,in^ the daytime in order not to create <^a Sensation, and 
to 'avoid being pestered by tlm Versailles people. 

J^uesday, January^lAth . — The Chief gets up before 
9 o’clock and Nyorks with Abeken. ’Shortly before 10 
he drives oif t<^ee the King, or, let us now say, the 
Emperor. .It is ne^ly 1 o’cjock when he returns. We 
are still at lunch, and he^ sits down and take^ some 
roast ham and a glaff.s ©f^^^'ivoli b^er. * After a while he 
heaves a sigh and says : “ Until now I always thought 
that Parliamentary negotiations were the slotvest o,f all, 
but I 5VO lop^r thiiik so. There was at least one way 
of escape thete — fo move" ‘ that *[;he question should be 
now put.’ But here everybody says whatever ©ccurs 
to him, and when one imagines the matter is finally 
sefti^d, somebody brings forward an argument that has 
^eady been disposed of,^ and so the^^hdle thing has 
to-be gone over ^ain,. wlv'ch is quite hopeless, 
is-.atewing thought to rags — mere flatulence which people 
ought really ^to be able tq, restrain, c Well, it’s all l9ie 
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Bame to me ! ^en pr^er^that* p.otmng ^llbuld ’lia'v^ 
been yet lidded or sh^l be de#ide(^ tifl to-mo^ow. * * It 
ieanerely the waste of m«htfviiig to li^en to tfiem,, 

laoit of course <iiicb people*db nolf think that.”* ^be^ 
diiefjiheii said that he expected JFavre to calhupoa him 
again, ai|d that he had advised Ipm to feave af 8 o^clock 
^l^avrOi wishes to return tp Pafis) “ on'^’account* of *th5 
soldiers who <would challenge him after dark, and io 
whom*t^ could not reply**’ * • • * 

^ Fa^e arrived «t 1.30 p.m. anff s^tyit nearly ^wo 
hoiirs in negotitition with tlie .Chan,eeHor. He^atfterwards 
drove off towards Paris, being accompanied by Bismarck- 
Bohlen as fas' as the bridge at Sevres. * • 

These negotiations were not mentioned st dinner. 
It would appear, however, to be a^atter of coxirse'that 
the preliminaties of the capitulation were discussad. ' 
The Chief apote at first o£» Bernstorff, and said ; Any- 
how, that is a ^hing t have npver yet been able to 
manage — to fill page after page of f^lscap ,wi^ the 
most insignificant twaddle. A pile rfo high has come 
in again t(5-day ^he pointed wittir his Imnd — “ and 
then t]^e back references ; * As I had the honour to 
report in my desjftiflfch of Jaijn^iy <!rd, 1863, N©. so- 
and-so* ; as I ajinouaced most obediently in my telegl'am 
^♦o. 1^66.”* I send *bpm to the King, and he wants to 
know what Bernstorff merfns, and alw’t^s writoe in* fy^ncil 
on the margin, ‘ t>on’t lAiderstand this. This is awful I ’ ” 
Sometody observed that* it was only Goltz who Ai^rote 
as much as Beimstorff. “ Yes,” s^id the Chief, “ a nd in 
addition he often sent mp private letters th^t filled six^ 
to eighty ijlosely-^ritten sheets. He, must have bad a 
t^oblne amount of spare tim«. Fortunately I fell out 
with him, and^then that blessing ceased.'^ One of the 
conlpany wondered? what Goltz 'would say if he now 
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, ^eard thaf'ctha Elwip^or arpnaone^, the Empress 
Ba'LondVm^ whife S*ari%, was Being besieg^t^^nd ’bom- ^ 
^barded by “ W^ll?’^ yeplied^the Chief, “her was i(bt 

^se ' dfespraratefy attached to ^ the Erc^^^rpr — -but tljp 
Empiess jn London Nevertheless, in spite of JiT^ 
devotion <io her, die would not have given hirh^elf away 
ks Werther did.’’ * , , » *• 

f The 'death of a Belgian » Princess, having been 
nqpnti^ned, Abefeen, as in diC-ty bound, expressed hife 
gribf pt the eve,pt. The Chief 8aid<: “How can jbl^t 
alBfect yon so much | To iny . knowledge, there is no 
Belgian here at table, nor even a cousin.’’ 

„ The Minister then Related ‘that Favre cofnplained of 
our firing at the sick and blind — that is to say, the 
blind asylum. “ I said to him, ‘ I really do not see 
o-vyijat you have to complain about. You ^yourselves do 
much worse, seeing that yop shoot at 6u^. sound and 


healthy men.’ He wijl have thought : What a bar- 
barian 1 Hofityilohe’s name was then mentioned, and 
it was said that mnch of the success of the bombardment 
was due to him. '^e Chief “ I shall propose for him 
the title of Poliorketes.” The conversation then turned 


on th^ statues and paintings of th^ Restoration, and their 
artificiahty and bad taste. “ I rememb.er,” said the 
Chief, “that Schuckmann, the Minister, was* painted by 
hie ^sdfe, &n coquitle I think it was called at that time, 
that is, in a iose-coloured shell, and wearing a kind of 
aptiqhe costume. He was naked down to the M^ist — 
I had never seen him like that.” “ That is one of my 
§«Slie8t remembrances.’ They often gave what used to 
Ibe ,cajled a^senibl^es, and are now known ascroute — a 
ball without supper. Myrparents usually went tbea^' 
^QiCaDeapon^, the Chief once more described bis mother’s 
posttUQOi and then coni;inued : “ TheSle was afterwards a 
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Russian Minist^ Berliif, RiieaxTjiierre, wbi 5 *al 80 gav% 
Jjalls, *wlie<i^)eople danced till d o’cteck in ^the 
an^ tliejft was nothing tm Qah • 1 * know becaule I , 

a<id a coupl^wcrf" good faiehds were, often there* Jft, 
“Tehgtlf we* got tired of it,, and, played them a T^rich. 

When it^ot late, we pulled out gome Wtead ahd •butter 
•frotn oiir pockets, and aft^sr we*had, finished, we*pi^che(f 
the paper oi> tire drawing-room floor. Refreshments 
were pt^vided next time,,t)ut we were ncjJ invitad any* 
mt>r«.’'* ** * 



CHAPTER’ XVIIl ; 

« 

iJURIlfG THE N*EGOT],ATIONS RES^-ECTING THE CATIIULATION 

M . f * ^ ^ r 

OF IRAKIS 

Wednesday, January 2bth , — Count Ijehndorff dined 
‘with us, and talked about hunting and hurfting dinners, 
including a great banquet given by s^me Baron which 
consisted of no les? than twenty-four o'courses. His 
brpther wasi present and fell asleep pJ'opj^ed on his 
elbows, while a neighbour of ' his sunk into' slumber on 
the §houlder oh a go\^rness wlio was .sitting next him. 
The^dinncr lastM over five hours and the people were 
most horribly boii^^, as often happens in the country. 
The Chief i'emarked : ‘‘I al<\^ays know how to get over 
that difficulty. One must ^ut down a good bit af liquor 
right* at the beginhiugt <und un»der its influence one^s 
neighbours to the left and right gro,w .ever so. much 
cleverer and^pleasgbnfer.” 

Tlie Minister fhen spoke abqut his, first journey to 
St. Petersburg. He drove in a carriage, as at first there 
was no snow. It fell very heavily later on, h(5*vcever, 
Bxyd progress was terribly slow. It took him five full 
^viays and six nights to reach the first railway station, 
and he spent the whole time cramped- up in' a narrow 
carriage withputr sleep aiid with the thermomet^^t 
fifteen de^ees Reaumur below zero. Irf^the train, how- 
ever he fell *80 feist asleep that, on Iheir arrival in St, 
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Petersburg, aft^ ^ten IiQtirs^^ruii^ he Telt.as.'^f he*b.a(^ 
Jjeen dnly^P^e minutes iif the railway carriage. 

* “ ol^ tim^s befos^ the j:8»ii's^ys we4^ completed 
h^d also * th^if • good sid^,* coatimjed ^;he . Miilistes. 
•‘TTliere wife not soinuch to (jo. Thg nfail only caaiie iy 
twice* a \\’^ek, and then oije worked a» if for* a jviager. 

wljen the nmi^ was over \\Te got o«» horseback, anci 
had a good tiiye'of it until its next itrrival.” SomebdO^ 
cfttservfed that* the increasotl work, both Abroad an(.Pat the* 

• • ^ •a ♦ * * 

F(3r^gM Office, wa^ due rnore to tla? telegraph than*to 
tl*e railways, djliis led the Gliief to talk iilx^it d^ilomatic 
report^ iif general, many of which, wliile written in a 
pleasant st\^e, wete quite empty. Tliey a»e like^ 
feuilletons, written merely because somethln^g has to 
be written. ..Tlnlt was the case, iyr instance, witlb the i 
reports of B^nberg, our Consul in Baris. One read, 
them through* always tljinking ; Now something* is 
coming. But nothing ever came. They soundei,! very 
well and one* read on and on. But there was t^ally 
nothing in them. " All barren and empty.” Another 
instance was then mentioned, BerJfJ^rdi, Oiir Military 
Plenipotentiary at Florence, aof whom the CSicf said : 

“ He passes for being a good writer ^n military subjects 
because of his workjon Toll. We do not know, howo.ver, 
hpw rhuch yy£ tlial: hg himself, wrot(i. Thereupon he vxrs 
given the rank of major, ‘although it ’is notf cgrtaia^that ' 
he ever was ad officii at all, and "he 's^as appointed 
Militgjy Plenipotentiary dn Italy. Great things ‘were 
expected of him there, and in the. matter of quantity he 
did a great deal — also in the matter of style. He 
in an agrjeeable way, as *if for^ a feuilleton, *but whep I’ 
1^^'gol t<J the end of his clpsely-wriHyn reports in a 
smalh neat hajad, for all theiif length *I have found 
nothing in th^m.” 
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■j The Minister th^en r^iUarned to tn^ subject of tire- 
©ome joiirne^s anddon^ rides. He said : reniembeB 

aft6r the battle of -Sadewa J '^ras the who]e day in the 
saddle en a l^ig hprse.^> At ''first I did virt want to ride 
Jiimras h^ was too high ancl it was too mucli trquble to 
mount. < At las6, however, bdid so, and I was/uot sorry 
for it.^^ It wa's an^ ex6ellent animal ! But the 
y/4ifing above the Valley had exhausted me and my seat 
l^gs were very sore. The J^i^in was not broken^ that has 
nd'v^er happened Ao"me, but a/terwarcls when I s^t do’^m 
on a woeden 'bench I had a Veeling as if I were sitting on 
something that came between me and the wood. It 
^was only a blister. i\.fter Sadowa we arrived late at 
night in ^ the market-place of Horsitz. There we were 
told'that we were to^seek out our own quarters. That, 
l^qwever, was much easier said than done. The houses 
were ^bolted and barred, and the s^pers< ,who might 
have broken in the for •us, wgre not to arrive 

befo/6 five in the morning.'' ‘‘ His Excellency knew how 
to help himself m a similar case at Gravelotte," in- 
terrupted^ OelbrucJj^ The Qhief continued his story : 

Well, I went to several chouses at Horsitz, t]jree or 
four, and at length i a doof opfen. After making 

a few steps into the dark I fell into ^ kind of pit. 
Luckily it was not deep, «and I^ was abl^ to .^tisfy 
mysetf thai fb was filled with horse-dun^. I thought at 
first, ^ How would* it be to remain here,' — on the dung- 
h^ap,^ but I soon recognised othbr smells. What •wrious 
fhing s happen sometimes ! If that pit had been twenty 
^^cteep, and full, they would ^have had a long search 
Jie^t ^morning for their JVIinister, and >doubtIe$ss there 
would be no Chancellor of the Confederation to-day.^'^^iiJ[ 
went out a^aih and finally found a corner for myself in 
an arcade qp the maiket-place. t laid a couple* of 
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carriage cushioi^ oti the groilod aiyi made a^^illow*of ^ , 
.third* ancii^Pen 8tretche(f myself out, to* sleep, ^ateVoti 
some Q»« waked me. was P^rponche# •yho told me^ 
that the &r^p«l <Duke of Medklenhurg.had*a reoaa For* lae^ 
and unoccupied^' bed. That tyniad out to he cOTrect, 
iDut the J^ed was only a chSd’s cc^t. I iflanaged to ■fix it, 

■* however, by arranging tl\p back of^a cifftir at thh end df 
it. But in the morniifg T could liardly stand, as hiy 
finees h^cL been resting ojf the bare boardjj’. ” “ (^ne c^rf 

s\eep quite comfortably if one has only j ijackful of ^stt^w, 
however small." You cut ft .open, in the-' rniddle, push 
the straw to the two ends, and let yourself into the 
hollow part, I used to do thj^t in Russia whnn ou^ 
hunting. I ripped the bag open with my, hunting 
knife, crept into'it and slept like^a log.” “ Thak was- 
when the despatch frorg Napoleon came,” obserA^edj 
Bohlen. The'^ Chief replmd : “ Yes, the one at ^which 
the King was so ^pleased, becausfi it showed that he had 
won a great battle'^ — his first great battle.” “ Ai?(| you 
were also gl«id,” said Bohlen, “ and you swore aii oath 
that you tVould one day-%requite ^^e Gaids^ when an 
opportunity offered.” . . . 

Finally the Chief jelatcdj ^‘•F'ffcre told me th^e day 


before yesterday that the first shell that fell in ' the 
Rantjieon ctit off tbfejiead of tho^tatue of Henri IV.” 
“ He doubtless thought that was a very pathetkt^piece 
of news,” suggested Bohlen. “ Oh, no,” replied the 
Chio^ “ I rather fancy” that, as a democrat, h8 w^s 


pleased that it should^ have happened to a Kin^.” 
Bohlen ; “That is the ^second piece of bad luck tLajb 
Henri has had,^i^ Paris. Fjrst a Frenchman stiahbeci 
Jijpa there, and now we have. .beheaded, ^im.” 

The dinner lasted very long' this evening; from 5.30 
till after 7. Favfii was expepted back fror^ Parts every 
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► l^oment. **He. cfme^ <at l^gtii at";^0, again accom- 
paMled Jiis son-in-laMtjwifh idle Spanish ’ It is, 

[- understood “dihat neitheia hes^teted this tifne,>,^ ttlpy ^ 
did oh the fortner<,occfj8ion,»t^ take the ^ijd that 
offered to^them, hut, Ijhe sensible people, did justice, To** 
the geod*^' thing© that ^were daid before them^, It is 
doubtless to be®fuferred from this that they haye also* 
listened 'to reason ‘'in the main point, ^r will _,do so. 
‘"That ■^^ill soon appear, as Fawe is again conferring with 
th§ Cjiancellor. . 

Aftei®' dinner read drafts. .Instructions hawe been 
sent to Rosenberg-Grudcinski at Reims respecting the 
e ^collection of taxes. The Muliicipalioies arq to be called 
upon to pay five per cent, extra for each day of arrears, 
c Flying columns witlusartillery are to be seat to districts 
payment is obstinately refused. - They are to 
sutnnion the inhabitants to pay up the taxes, and if this 
' is not done immediately to sheik the place and set it on 
fire. ^*^'Three examples would renderwa fourth unneces- 
^ sary. It is not our business to win over the French by 
considerate*, treatr^^t or t^ take their welfare into 
account. On the contrary, in view of their character, 
it is (^esirable to inspir<9 ^Ijem with a greater fear of us 
than .of their own Government, whjch, of course, also 
enforces compulsory measures againgt them.c' According 
to a ^poyt by the Minister of the Netherlands to his 
Government, the Red Republicans in Paris attempted a 
rising the night before last, ' ‘released some o^their 
leaders, and then provoked a riot outside the H6tel de 
yUle. The National 'Guard fired upon the Mobiles, 
there were some dead and wound^ed, but ujtimately 

ojtder was restored- o 

About *10 6’ clock, while Favre was atiH here, 4;here 
waa^heavy from bjg guns which' continued »for 
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perhaps annou^. ' 1 wei?t tJo teA,at lOrSO^’P-M., anc^ 
^ound'* HaliHeldt ftud BismarclS-Bohlen in ^conyei;satibil 
with Eao in the dfeijiig;-i>dtfni» He*Ti a marf of *^ 

Dftedium hei^*,«dark beard 'slightly bald* and ^vears ft, , 
pmeeThez. ^ Shortly after I oame ^own* he left fdt his 
g^uarters g^at Stieber’s house, ace^mparfted by* Mntitey, 
^an^'he, was followed a ^uartSr hour iStej’b}^ 

Favre. o Del Rio spoke* of Paris as being the*“centA 
(ill mon^e,” feo that the,® bombardment ^ a kind cf’ 
tajsget practice at •the centre of th*e \y3jrld. Hcomen- 
tioned that Fa\*re has a villa ijt Reni^and ft. lj,^e cellar 
in Paris with all sorts of wine, and that he himself has 
an estate in» Mexico of six square German miles in^ 
extent. After Favre’s departure the Chief came out to 
us, ate some colcT partridge, asked' for some ham, ^and 
. drank a bottle«of» beer. After a while he^ sighed, and 
sitting up sfejraight^in his cjiair, he exclaimed : “ Jf one 
ould only decide, and Ofder these^things^one’s self I^^But 
o bring others do it ! ” He paused for a, miaute 
ind then continued : “ ^yhat surpri^s me is that they.- 
lave not setit out any gen€l-al. An</ it I? *dj^cult to 
nake ^avre understand military mattens.” He then 
mentioned a couplS of ^rench^tA<?Knical terms 0/ which 
favre*did not^know^the meaning. “ Well, it is tc^ be 
bnped^ thatPhe had a ^proper^ meal to-day,” said Bohleli. 
The Chief replied in the" affirmative, and then Bohlen 
said he had heard it ru?noured that this time Favre had 
not dL^pised the champagne. The Chief : Yes* the 

day before yesterday he Refused to take any, but 
he had sevej^al glasses. ^ The first time h^ had. some 
scruples of conscience about .eating, but I persuaded 
lp3g^‘'and his hunger doubtleso supported me, for he ate 
like cftie who had had a long fast."' 

'^atzfeldt reported t^hat ithe' Mayor, Rameau, had 

y<?v j ^ ^ R 
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(ialled abot9j; an hovuj befor^ afid ask^^ M- Favfe wL 
fteVe. . I|eoW^nted to spSak'to liim and to^lSbe^hlmaelf^ 
/at his disposer. Mighlf he- do ? He, Hm^tzU^t, bad 
^replied abat of course he Oird not knc^v^ o> The Chief; 

•* Fof a man to come in the night t^> a person iho is 
returning to P^EWs is .sufficient of itself to ^ing ’hini 
'oefore ‘ a couVr-rnjp^ial. The audacious felld>,! ”* 
iohlen : “ Mantey ' has doubtl<?S8 already told Stieber. 
Rrobably thi's M. Rameau anxious to' retuj-n to his 
cell.”, (Ramean was obliged some time since tcT study 
the intefioy of one of the cells in the pfison in ‘the Rue 
Saint Pierre for a few days in company with some other 
^membfers of the corporation — if I am not cnistaken, on ^ 
account ftf some refusal or some insolent reply about 
supplying provisions'- for Versailles.) 

The Minister then related some particulars of^ hj,?,.,- 
interview with Favre. “ I like him better j>n-y 
Ferri^res,” he said. “Jle spok-* vue 


..O': 

It 


like him ^ett^r 

le'a^gbocl deal and in long, 
wa8 often not" necessary to 
answer. They were anecdotes of 
^ ift is a vefy good raconteur.” “ He 
all offended at my recent letter to him. On 


weiProupded periods, 
pay attention or 
former tjfne.",,re‘' 
was not p 
the 


^^^^^^^"m'trary, he felt* inrffibted to fne for calling his 
/ '^.ution to what he owed to himself.” ^ “ He alsd^spoke 
^"*^^aving a villa near Paris, which, was, however, w’-eckdd 
^ and oiilagcd. I had it on the^tip of my tongue to say, 
‘ But not by us r but he himself Immediately added that 
it had doubtless been done by^the Mobiles.” “ EP. then 
complained that Saint Cloud had been burning for the 
last three days, and wanted to persuade me that we had 
*8etc the palace there on fire.” “ Ie» speakiiyg of the 
franctireurs and their misdeeds, he wished to call^r’y 
attention 'tp our guerillas in 1813 — th*^ indeed had 
been much worse. I said +0 him : ‘ I'^^don’t want to deny 
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that, but you ar^^(lk) aware t^e Ih'eHchAhot £heiaj 
^whendver caught tRem*. And .they did. ifot shoot 
them dX in ^ue pface, bu4 ^oue ijeitcbi on th i; spot where 
the act was ^c^jotfnitted, ai^other ]>atch at the halt, 

an& on^ in ordoc to ser\^ as^ a ^eterrent^' ” He 
mainfam^*d that in the lad: eng^gemeirt, on ^e#i9th, 
^heJ^ational GuarS, recruij^ed fn^m the Wf^ll-to-do^lasfees,* 
fought*best, whife the l^ttalions rafted from die low^ 
cTasses*wez;e Worthless/' 

T>he Chief paused for a while* *a ml ^ seemed Jbo ^e 
reflecting. He •then continued : Jf •the Barisbins first 
received a' supply of provisions and were then again put 
on half ratiqps and* once Vnore obliged to starve, that, 
ought, I think, to work. It is like Hogging/ ^When it 
is administere^J continuously it is n<4' felt so much. •But 
when it is susjeeaded for a time and tlien another dop^ 
inflicted, it*, hurts ! I kyow that from the criminal 
court where I was employed. Flagging was still in use 
there.” “ ' ' 

The subject of flogging in general was then discussed,, 
and Bohleu,*wlio favours its |^etention^b3erv(*d that the 
English had re-introduced it. • “ Yes,” said BucRer, ‘‘ but 
first for personal ineult. to the^Quweu, on the occaafon of 
ah outrage against th.e Royal person, and afterwards* for 
garrotting. ^he Chig then, relatad that in 1863 , wh*n 
the garrotters appeared irr London, he^ was dftgn ohHged 
to go after twelN^e o’cldik at night through a solitary 
lane, 4 y^taining only stahbes and full of heaps of Irorsq- 
dung, which led from Regent Street to his lodgings in 
* Park Street. . To his terror, he re&d in the papers’^thalT 
*a number.of the^^ttacKS had . taken ^lace on that.vgry' 

Tifen, after a pause, the Minister said : ** This is really 
an vnheeird-of *prodfeeding on the* part of l^e English. 
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.ffhej? wafe to Vend •a gj?nb#at ujP^the Seine ’'•(Odo 
Kirsfeell forw^ird thii defhaild, whic^ tlf^^han^llor^ 
•absolutely i^iTsed) ‘im*<irde^,^hey say, to ^enoove tjie 
Englisli <fajnil5es tljere.c Tboy^ merely wajjt^to^ascertaiji 
if W03 ha\^ laid' dgwr^. torpedoes and then to tlTe**^ 
Frenoh ships folfow thejn. ^hat swine ! Thfi^ a^*fiill 
(ef vexation and— envy because we ]Ta*ve fought 
b^iftfes here — and Won them. They canhot bear tg think 
•tljiat ^abby^ ^little Prussia ohoiild *prosper^ so.® Th^ 
Prussians are a^peoj^^de who should merely exist im c^d^r 
to carry ^n war ^oi^them inYheir pay. This is the view 
taken by all the upper classes in England. The^ haye 
. never heen well disposed towards rfs, and jiave always 
done thei^ "utmost to injure us.'' The Crowm Princess 
<. herself is an incarnation of this way of thinking. She is 
•fpjl of her own great condescension in raanrying into our 
country. I remember her opce telling n^e^hat two or 
three merchant families in Live»rpool had more silver- 
plate' than the entire Prussian nobility **> ' " Yes,' I replied, 

‘ that is possibly true, your Royal Highness, but we 
value ourselves foif?^other things besides silver.'" 

The Minister remained silent for a while. Then he 
said : I have* often < thpught over what woul(5 have 
happened if we had gone to war ^about LuxemltUrg— 
should I now be in Paris or would the F^v^nch Te iu 
Berlin ? I.dhink I did well to prevent war at that time. 
We should not have been nearly so strong as we are to- 
d^y. At that time the Hanoverians would not j^ave 
made trustworthy soldiers. I will say nothing about 
^e Hessians — they woifld have done well. The Schleswig- 
Holstein men have now fought like lipns, but there was 
no army there t^en. Saxony was also useless. .We 
army had -};>eeA disbanded and had to be recruited' ojrer 
again. And,^ there was little confidence tp be placed in 
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the S2>uth (^rm^ifl. The^ W jir^mlSergefs, Vh5t pxcellen^ * 
•fellowB^til^ are, now, quite ftrst Vate ! ,B«4 ija 
they >?<Ji^d*have been ^augh^cf *al5 by e^wy sol^i^ as 
t!jey mar(j^odMito Frankfurt lil^Te so* many ftflitiam^., 
Thq ^den troops Vere also "not »p fro the mark. Beyet, 
.and indeed the Gjand Duke, has^since fheu done h* great 
*d«!l! ft)r them^’ • It •is true ^haT* public *ojjimot 
^hrou^hout G^rm^ny would have been on our sjde hid 
we wdsked to fight for t^xemburg. that was ijof 

eAotigli to compeitsate for ^eh deticief oies. Moreover, 
we hajl* ijot right on oifr sido. Idiive nfiv^^^confessed 
it publicly, but I can say it here : after the dissolution 
of the Confederation the Grand\Duke had become th« • 
soveremn of Luxemburg and could have dorjc what he 
liked with the country. It woul<^ have been melin o? 
him to part \J^itli it for money, but it wag open to h>nf " 
to cede it t?© Frauce. Oih: right of occupation w^is also 
not well found^. "Properly speaking, ^fter the dissolu- ^ 
tion of the Confederation we ought no longer to# have 
occupied even Rastatt aud Mayenc(^ I said that in tlMw 
Councih — t had at that tinie yet another itle^, namely, 
to haiKl over Luxemburg to"* Belgium. In that case we 
should have united i^ to a (jotm^rV on behalf oRwLose 
neut:gality, ^people then thought, England %^ould 
tnteiivene. That *w4)uld illso hhve strengthened ^he ^ 
German elem^t thgre aga^st the Frenc4i ^p^Miking 
inhabitants, and at the same time have secured a good 
froJfii^r. My proposal was not received with any favour, 
and it is just as well as It has turned out/' ^ 

► Bismarck-Bohlen dnew attention to a capital cartoon 
in Ifla^Merc^atsth : Napoleon waiting on the platform ^ 
-dTthe railway station and %aymg “ The^ have already 
^en the signal to start." He has put an eniiine 
for his journey to Pans, and is* carrying his 
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* ^JjOrtmanteSjLi inmsh^hd. rflie*Chief,%o^ever, observed ; 
*’ Dbvd?t^e8« Jie thinks so, and he niaj; be ri^t^ !• 
'feai* he willj^iss the ttSiti. ^-St, after all, *he^«jiiay*be 
, no othef t^ay left. • Hd wouMPbe easier t<r> ojonvince th^ 
FavrO. But he would® always requite half the to 

maintain '’him orf* the throne.’^' 

'“'^{irsday, d^dnug^7^^Qth .< — The Chief drove* oE^,to’ 
sl^e the King at 10.30 a.m. ' • , 

(T Horr Hank von Rochow aqd Count Lehndoiiflr dined 
with us. The Cifiielr talked about Farre : “ He tbld n^e 
that on'*’ Sulidayd' the boulevards are still * full of 
fashionably dressed women with pretty children. I 
r remarked to him, ‘ I am surprised at that. I wonder 
you have not yet eaten them ! ’ ” As some one noticed 
that'’’ the firing waV pa^rticularly heavy." to-day, the 
'Minister observed ; “ I remember in the briminal court 

r * 

we onpe had a subordinate official — I, believe his name 
was Stepki — whose business it ‘ was to administer the 
flogging^. He was accustomed to "^Jay^ on the last 
^ three strokes with exceptional vigour — as a wholesome 
memento ! conversation then turned upon 

Strousberg, whose bankruptcy was said to be imminent, 
and the Chief said He once toM me, ‘I know I 
shali " not even die in my own house.' But for the 
wf?r, it would not have happened so sddh, perhajf^ 
not ,aV all. He always kept*' afloat by issuing new 
shares, and tbe game succeeded^ although other Jews, 
who had made money before" him, did their hsct to 
spoil it. But now coiiies the war, and his Rumanians 
5iave ' fallen lower and lower, so that at present one 
might ask how m,uch they cost per hundredweight. 
For all that, he j^emains a clever man and indefatigab^ ” 
Th€ mentibp of Stroussberg's cleverness and retstfeas 
activity led -on to Gatnbetta, who was said to Isi^e 
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alfio made rmUior*^ out^o^the * Bu| , 

^doubfle^w^ expressed •on this point, an^ € beHt^ 
rightly^* • After tte Dictat^or of*B<y:deaux,li*t wa^ Napo-» 
l§ons tum^( 4 i)e discussfd, and ac(;ordmg to# Bohlep/ 
pe^pi©^ s5id he ♦had savgd a^t Ipa^it fifty millioQs^ 
duridg the nineteen year| of his reig«. Oth^BS say 
•ei^pltty* millionst'^^ded^the Chief, but I doubt iik 
Louis ^hilipp 9 spoiled 4,he business He had riots 
ranged,^ ^d*then bought stocks on* the Am^berdf^m 
]^oha»ige, but at last lousiness n-ntn ^aw through •it/' 
Hatzfeldt or Keudell then tTbserv^ed that tiiis resourceful 
monarch * used to fall ill from time to time with a 
similar objet^t. * * ^ ^ 

Momy was then spoken of as having be< 5 i^ specially 
ingenious in making money in eve^y possiVjle way binder; 
the Empire^. 4 The Chief told us that '‘when Morny. 
was appoi]iteU Ambassa^^or to St. Pete^burg he •ap- 
peared with a ^whole •collectioij of elegant carriages, 
some forty-thr^of them altogether, and all his (fliests, 
trunks and boxes were full of laces, silks, and feminine 
finery, jipOn which, as Ai^bassado!^ he hivl to pay no 
custor^s duty. Every serw^nt had his own carriage, 
and every attache* ancj secrel^yj^lMid at least two. A 
Tew d^ys after his arrival he sold off the whole lot by 
auction, clewing a1> ^east ^0,000 roubles. He wa# a 
thief, but an amiable oife.'' The Chief tile;^, puireuing ' 
the same subject an& quoting further fnstances, con- 
tin : “For the inaMhr of that, influential people in 
St. Petersburg understood this* sort of business — not 
that they ^ere willing to takd money directlj^ Bdft 
when a^j>ersoVi jv^vited somet^jing, he went to a ceytaih 
jgjeonch sKop, and bought ^xpensivq places, gloves or 
jeyr^ery, perhaps for five ot six th6us^d roubles. 
Ttfe shop was fun on behalf* of some official or his 
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divife! Thflc^ process ^ irepeg^edp say, a week; pro- 

duced qfeite a re&pectabk amount in the c5^fvrse^/>f the^ 
•yeaf/' ^ ^ r ^ ^ 

^ ’ Bohie© ca'tled put f*crossc>t^e table ; please, t^ 


t^Jiat lovely stor^ abouj, the, Jew with- the torn boof^i w^o 
got twenty-five lashes.'^ The Chief : “ It came about in^ 
/this way. One» tlay a Jew called at our ChanceB^jie^ 
djO^laring- that he w'as penniless; and wanted to be sent 
back tb Prussia. ' He was tertijbly tattered, anc^ ^e haJ 
om in particular ^ pair of boots that- showed hi^ nak^d 
toes. He was told ^hat h^ would be Sent home, but 
then he wanted to get other boots as it was so cold. 
He demanded them as^ a right, and becanv". so forward 
and impudent, screaming and calling names, that our 
people did not know^ what to do with him. And the 
.servants also could not trust themselves to deal with 
the furious creature. At lepgth, when th^ row had 
become intolerable, I^was called do ^ render physical 


assistance. I told the man to be quiel* or I would hAve' 
him locked up. He answered defiantly : ‘ You can’t do 
that. You, have ^bo right^ whatever to do ^that in 
Russia 1 ’ ' ‘We shall see 1 ’ J replied. ‘ I must sepd you 
home, but I am nct^i^^d upon to give you boots, 
although perhaps I might have dotie so. But fir^t yoit 
sh^ll receive punishment for, your j^bominabfebeha\iourV 
‘ He than repeated that I could not touch him. There- 
upon I opened the window and beckoned to a Russian 
policeman, who was stationed a little way oflf. 
continued to shriek and abuse us until the policeman, ^ 
fell sfeut man, came in. I said, ‘ Take him, with you — 
lock^ him up till tp-mori;ow — twenty-^ye I ' ‘The big 
" policeman took thp little J^w with him, and locked Iticp 
up, <. He came again next morning quite tranaforto^, 
very humble ^nd submissive, and decided himself re^tdy 
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for tHte journey^ without •ne^ boots. how h^ 

• h^ ^j^o^n th^ internal. ’ Badly/ he* sai^, .vyy,b^^. 
But wittff had they dofce. to^Bhn*? TS^* had — ^Well* 
they had— physically makfieate(^ him. 1 thsiffght th*t^ 
wlteiThe got homer he would enter a complaint a'^inst 
.me, or get his case into* the uewspjf^ers — fke*Volks- 
or somp such p<jpular' organ? ‘The Je-i^s JAiO'^i’ 
how tu make a row. But he mu.st *liave decided otfiA:- 
wiae, for HOthing more \\;5s heard of him.^* I • * 

,* When I came d.own to tea at 10.*3C^ ?.M. I foiwid*the 
Chief in convefsation with^the menfbers nf J’flrliament, 
Von ^loller and Von Forckenbeck. The Minister was 
just saying 4hat more money \\^uld soon be required* 
“We did not want to ask moi;e from the Reichstag,” he 
said, “ as we*did not anticipate tlmt the war would last 
so long. I dit*ve written to Camphausen, bjit he sugge^it&f 
requisitions»and contributions. They are very (^iliicult 
to collect, as the. iiAmcnise area ^f country over which 
we are dispeAed'h.’equires more troops tfian we pan*'^pare 
for purposes pf coercion.. Two million soldiers would W 
necessary to deal thoroughly with a#territo/yy)f 12,000 
Germ^ square mile.s. Besides, everything has grown 
dearer in conseqifencg of th% »\^r.* When we rpake a 
requimtion wp get nothing. When we pay cash* fhere 
ife always dlfough toA^ had in the market, and cheaper 
than in Germaip^. Her5 the^ bushef of oats cc^lg four 
francs, and if it is brought from Germany six francs. 1 
thought at first of getting the contributions^ df the 
difierent States paid in advance? But that would only 
amount to twenty tnilligns, as Bavaria will keep l{?r owu 
account^* until 1872. Another way put of, the diflhc^Ity 
qp^tunred to me, namely, to apply to oipr Diet for a sum 
onJa^count. put we must first find out ^pdiat MoHke 
proposes to extort from thq Parisians, that is to say, 
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ftiom the Sty 'of Paris — fe? that is ^fiat we are d^lintr 
■^tn for^be present.” ^’orckenbeck was ofli^injicA t^at» 
*the^‘ Chief 8 c^jan woubf ‘^ineet'< with no insoir^ojjn table 
, resistancSfe in the Diet. * It i9 true the doctrinaires would 

c o ^ 

raise ‘objections, and others^would coliiplain that iViSsia 
shoulth a^ain hf^e to ocome^ to the rescue apd make, 
^aofi^c^s for the rest, of *the country^ but in alDprciba-* 
l^lity the majority would go with the* Government. 
'Kollerr could Confirm that opinion, which he dick 

Afterwardso ^n Officer of the dark blue hu9^f8,%a 
Count Afuim’who had just arrived from°Le Mafts, came 
in and gave us a great deal of interesting news. He 
said the inhabitants o^ the town appeared to be very 
sensible people who disapproved of Gambetta’s policy, 
"and Everywhere expressed their desire for peace. “ Yes,” 
•replied the Chief, “ that is very good of the, people, but 
how d,oes it help us if with aill their good' sense they 
allow Gambettaj time after tim6, tb stamp new armies 
of 1/^0,000 men out of the ground Arnim having 
^further related that they had again made great numbers 
of prisoneT^i, the Minister /Exclaimed : “ That;^ is most 

unsatisfactory ! AVhat shail we do with them alj in the 
end ? , Why make s6 ftiafn.y prisoeers'? Every one who 
makes prisoners ought to be tried by court-martial/ 
This, like many other* similar expressions, *ihu8t (ioubff- 
less *tf(it fee taken literally, and applies only to the 
franctireurs. '' 

• FViday^ January 27th , — Itds said that the bo«ftfeard- 
ment ceased at midnight. It ^as to have recommenced 
at 6 ^^clock; this morning in , case the Paris Govern- 
ment was not prepared to agree to o^r» condit^ns for a 
truce. As it has r ceased, vhe Parisians have doubtii,pS8 


yielded, ^ut Gambetta ? 

Moltke ^rives at "^.30 a.m., 




fm i *{ 0 ? 

^ • » ^> 1 ** • 


ir27\iirrpi 

• . . , . i **\ iT~ 

feren<!6 with th^ Chief f*r ^tjout* Jihi^-i^^jltera of aA» 
•hourA,Jhi^Frenchmen *pul ia an* appearaucS* ahdlrtly 
before J*P. ^Favre (who ha»l*hia grey* Judical hfeard*J 
ciipped) with*^iok undffhp, yellow cotnpUaioa, and 
h^t«^6y eyea ; General Beaufoi^t d’Ha*utpoul^, with hie 
^aide-5e-c^p, Calvel ; and Durtbach, % “ Ch1ef**f the 
"Epi^noers of the fcaatern JRailv^ay.” Bt/kufort i;* under* 
stood to have 4e^ the attack on the ^redoubt at Monfrt- 
tout on^tke l9th. Theij/ negotiations ^4th th (4 Chi^f^ 
appeal* to have coMie to a sfjeedy cfkhc^^ion, or tp hftve 
been br«>ken off. Shortly ^after t^ve^ve o^clock, iust as 
we sit down to lunch, they drive off again in the 
carriages that brought them h^e. Favre looks very, , 
depressed. The general is no,ticeably. red ih^ the face, 
and does not seem to be quite •steady on his degs. • 
Shortly after *ho French had gone the Chancellor caijje* 
in to us and.said ^ “ I onl^ want a breath of fresh air. 
Please do not d^stflrb* yourselves.” Then, turning to 
Delbnick and sitaking his head, he said : “^Th5j;e is 
nothing to tje done with bin). Mentally incapable-ni 
drunk, ^be’lieve. I told h^i to thii^ it over^until half 
past oije. Perhaps he will liave recovered by that time. 
Muddle-headed atffl iU-manne*<^l^. • Wdiat is his qame ? 
feomefhing lij^e ^Bouff're or I’auvre ? ” Keudell .i«iid : 
‘*Bea*ifort.'“‘* The (/lief : “*A diyptinguinlied name, but 

not at all distinguished* manners/' * It apfieara* ^hen, 
that the generaf has rfbtually taken more than he was 
abWt# carry, perhaps •vn cousequence of his n&tucal 
capacity having been we?ikened Hy hunger. 

At lunch, it was mentioned lhat on his wajj"' here^ 
Forcken]>eck Ihe village of Font^nay still in -flaiaes. 

It been fired by our troops as a punishment for the 
deArxiction of^*the railway bridges by th^ mutint>uB 
peasantry. Delbrlick ^ rejoiped* with uje> ‘‘ that at 
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I /^st adeq'nate puiiishragfit ® had noeen once • raore 
mflictedV’ . * ' " ' 


' ‘In the afternoon wS iieai^i^liat tlie Utiaracel>or drove 

c ” o o • 

off shortly b^ore# 1 o’clock, ^^first to soothe Emperor, 
and then cto J^ioltke’sc, wh^^e he and Podbielskj\agaiii 
met ®the^ Frendhmen.^ The^ latter afterwards left for 
'Patis, ^bout 4 <*fcl(^ck, ^'and jyill return tO'-mo»ro^^af 
i^oon for'the purpose of completing the capitulation, 
o Ab>dinnef,^tlie Chief, speakfpg of Beaufort, sajd^he had 
behav^pd like Man without any breeding.® 
blustered and sh6ut4ed apd swore like* a trooper, and 
with his ' moi, gdndral de Taimde fran9aise,’ lie was 
almost unendurable. Favre, who is not very well bred 
either, sf^d to me : ‘ J’ep suis humilid ! ’ Besides, he 
was‘ not so very vlrunk ; it was, rather, his vulgar 
ittanners. At the General Staff they were of opinion 
that man of that sort had chosen hi order that 

no arrangement should^ be come to. I said that, on the 
contrary, they had selected him because it did not 
;rQatter for such a person to lose credit wjtb the pnblic 
by signing the Ci^itulatiop>” 

The Chief then continued : I said to Favre during 
our last interview : av^z \^td trahi— par la 

fortune.’ He saw the point clearly^ bpt only saidf : 
‘A qui le dites-vous ! Pans ireds fois ^ ingt «quatre 
heuj;j^ je« serai aussi comptd au nombre des traitres.’ 
He added that his position in Paris was very critical. 
I.proposed to him : ‘ Provoquez'donc une ^meute peadant 
que vous avez encore un’e armde pour I’etouffer.” He 
“Uook^ at me quite terror-striqken, as if ohe wished to 
saj^ ,How bloodthirsty you are. I «e:^lamed, to h i m , 
however, that that was the only right way to matoj^ge 
thfe mob.’\ “ Then, again, he has no ide^ of how th(togs 
are with He meiltioned several times that Fr2moe 
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waM the land of^li^rty, whit% Geijnany jrovern 
*7. a V^gsprfisni- ^ I tol^ him,# for* instance^ xhat*tp^ 
wanted ,BJon«y and thati^arie ^ast supply,* some. ‘He* 
sa^est^ th4t«we should ra?ise a ‘loan. / replied tlia*^ 
that W^Qul<^ not be* done without the approval df the 
J)iet. * ‘ ^h,’ he said, ‘ you can purely ^et five* hundred 
laiJiton^francs witnuut the,ChatAber^” *1 Answered : ‘ No,* 
•not five francs.^ But hft would not *believe it." I to\fl 
him that !• had been at lOggerheads witl^* the j^pul%r * 
rejir^€jhtatives for four whole y^anj, ^ but th^ <fhe 
raising ryf a loan withcmt^tl\e Di^t* was •the •limit to 
which \ went, and which it never occurred to me to 
overstep. lihat seemed tn dLscgncert him somewhat,* 
but he only said that in Francp ‘ on ne sc gen^ait pas/ 
And yet he returned afterwards to ^he immense freedom < 
which they in France. It is really funny to hcfST • 

a Frenchmaa talk in that^way, and particularly J^^avre, 
who has always l^eeiT a fnember the Opposition. But 
that's their wJtjT • You can give a Frenchman ^tw^^ty- 
five lashes, an^l if you only make a fine speech to hinw, 
about t^ freedom and digiiity of m^n of \^h^ch those 
lashes ^e the expression, arjrl at the same time strike a 
fitting attitude, he'wilj persu?^* himself that he not 
l?eing thrasheij.'’ • • * 

• “iii, R^dell,"^fyd th^ Chief suddenly, ‘‘it juet 
occurs to me. I must have my full ^:>ower3 drat^i\ up 
for to-morrow, of cotirse in German, ^he German 
Emjierv must only wrife German. The Ministef can 
^ guided by circumstances." Official communications 
^ must be written in thelajiguage of the country, n(Jl in 
forei^ tyo^e* ^ Bemstorff wa^ the first to try to^intro- 
dfiQ^that system in our case, •but he w^t too far with 
it iSe wrote fo all the diplomatists in 'Geftnan, rfhd 
th^ replied, of course by ^grhement, e^h in his 
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» ^wn langif^Vge', Imssi^n, Spiftnith, Sw^&sh and what not, 
efctha^ fcch^d to have a w£ole army of tW*i8l§it>r8 is, 
'the ^Dffice. iFhat wa/3 h6w I foiond matters when I cajne 

c f c ^ < *'> 

iRto po^er. • Budberg (tkea Russian • Apabassador in 
Berlifi) seat me'aiaote^, in Russian. '^Thatwas tc^jntich 
for If thej^ wanted to*'- have their revenge ‘'(jort- 

l^chkkoflf should'h^tVe^written bn Russian to our Arrfli^- 
s¥^or in'" St. Petersburg. That would -have be^n the 
right way. It is only fair to dak that the rfepres^Tatives 
of^or^ign coui^^ tries'" should understand and sp6ak> t^e 
language' trlie St^te to which •they are accredited. But 
it was unfair to send me in Berlin a reply in Russian to a 
note in German. I decided that all communications 
received r in ' other languages than German, French, 

' English and Italian ^should be left unnoticed and put 
' aw.^ay in the archives. Budberg then v'rate screed after 
screed, always m Russian, answer wasjeturned and 

the documents were all laid by with the State papers. 
At L^t came himself and asked why’^he had received 
.>3iw reply. ‘ Reply ! ' I exclaimed. ‘ To what ? ' Why, 
he had written a n^nth ago^and had afterward^ sent me 
several reminders. ‘ Ah, quite so G I said. ‘ Ti(ere is a 
great, pile of documents ia^Russian doWn stairs, and yours 
are 'probably amongst them, Butowe haye no one whb 
uiMierstands Russian, '^and hhave ^^ven in^ructicyis f(9r 
all doftumonts written in a language we do not under- 
stand to be put away in the archives.' ' It was then 
awran'ged that Budberg should 'Write in French, wuhthe 
Foreign Oflhce also when it suited them. ^ 

The Chief then talked aboi^t the French negotiators 
and s^aid : “M. DlirrbaCh Introduced hinrself 6is ‘ membre 
de Tadministration du Chemin de fer de TEst ; j’y«auis 
beiucoup Sfcjteress4. — If he only knew what we intfeifii.’' 
(Probably t^e cession of the Eastern Railway.) : 
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“He *lirew up M^£and# itf^ism^ ^e» tJfe Geherak, 
out to hWon^the. nfap tlje <^tunneU, 
bridges^. Jcc., destroyed ky.the* Cre^ich th^aefv^,*. ‘I* 
b^ive always^ Ijpen againstftkat ’ ke s%id, “^ind k points ' 
ouV them that»a bridge ,coul^ b§ Repaired in*thr^* 
houi^ — bTit they would not listep to raft.’” The.Chief: 
Jkftpaired afte» a.fashiop, cer#ain^,"btPt not a*railwa]f 
. bridge, capable of carr}Wng a train.* They will firaf^ 
Sard rfowto bring up pr(^tisions to Pafis^particujarlydf* 
t^}»have committed the*same stujjrtl (^estruction,in fhe 
west. 1 think* they rely itpon drawing suj^iiies from 
Brittany and Normandy, where there are large flocks of 
sheep, and f^pm the ports? To njy knowledge tlmre ar^ 
plenty of bridges and tunnels in those parts’tpo, and if 
they have destroyed them they avvJI find themselv'^s in •' 
great straits^ ^IJiope, moreover, that people in Londjya* 
will only seQd*them hams^and not bre<itt!^ * 

Saturday, Jantt^')'y2Sth.- — i^t 1 1 o’clock the J'rench 
negotiators agtfi» arrived — Favre, Dlifrbach and*^two 
others, who are understood to be also leading railway 
officials ;^and two officers, fyiother g^eral, c^iid an aide- 
de-cam^), both men with a good presence, "^hey take 
lunch with us. 'Uhen^ follow^ ii^lengthy negotiation at 
Moltk%'s lodgings. X^^e Chief afterwards dictates tjO^the 
Secre^ries ■win isch^gd Saipt Bhuicjuart the treaties*of 
capitulation and armisOice, w’hich Sre dtajvn •oy in 
duplicate. The^' are ?kfterwards sigded tAd sealed by 
Bisqja^pk and Favre, at*i?wenty minutes past seven, jn 
t|^e green room next’ to tiie Miniater’s study up stairs. 

The Frenphmen dined with us.* The general {5(%ldeip'’ 
is his name) dt^ little and hardly spoke at’ all. .F^vre’ 
weaislso ddjected and taciturn. The ,aide-de-camp, M. 
d’!l»fts8on, dick not appear to be so much a^ected, and 
the^ilway oflSoiaft, after their l*ng privatipns, devoted 
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^emfeelveft) with ^k>nsider^lDle ^usto^tf the pleasures of 
thd <tabl6. ^ Accoldipg wbatf I can ^ath^ froyv tbe 
latter they have, as ^ jjaa^tcr jof^fact, bSen op v«fy shtJrt 
c^ndmhnifc ip tinis for 8 <jme tjine past, and^the death ra^ 
l% 8 t Tveek^ amounted to about five thousaftd. *^1516 
mortaj^tytwas especially heayy amongst childrerT to 
two- years of age^ and ocoffins for these tin^ ^rapeh* 
ci^fe^ns were to be’ seen in alJ directions. Delbrlick . 
declared aftenvaids that “ Favre and the General looked 
likfe two con<ien^ne<i? prisonertt who ■^’ere going •tow t]ie 
gallows next .niofnjng. I pivied them.” 

Keudefi expects that peace will soon be boilbluded 
and that we shall be back in Berlin witlyn a month. 
Shortly before 10 o’clock a bearded gentleman apparently 
, about forty -five, whp gave his name as Puparc, called 
cand was immediately condueted to the Qh^ef, with whom 
he' spent abbuf two hours. He is understood to bo 
the former French Minister Dnvsrnois, eoming from 
Willudmshohe with proposals for pepcv.. The capitu- 
^tion and armistice do not yet mean the end of the War 
with France. « 


Sunday, Jan'na'i'y 2,9t\ — Our troops moved forward 
to occupy the forts., the morning read despatches 
respecting the London donference, and other subjects, 
as, well as the treaties for the armifc^ice and eapittilaticyr 
signed, yesterday. Bernstorff reported that Musurus 
became very violent at one of tbe sittings of the Con- 
ference. He could not conceive why the stimulation 
closing the Dardanelles against Russian men-of-war 
•should not be worded in an indirect and therefore less 

* i ^ c ** 

•oflTiyisiye form for Russia,^ and at th^ ^me time quite ' 
as acceptable to the Pojt^. From another 'of ^m- 
starff* 8 despatches the Chief appears to have hinted 
Napoleon should not . miss the right momeijt, Ic^ 19 



» also stated tliat Rflhcao, yhc^ jvevs •^f l^e saiA opiiuoni - 
«thoag!i^it<#>ul<^be dan^ertus to agrWfe in ‘jJifc* capita- 
la^on to4eaye the Natio«aJ Giufrd under* s^a* * ^^oj* 
apd Roncihr^, Jieing In ffjp^eur of the Emperar 'would 
donhlSess t)e the right men tp asgum^ ftommapd ef the* 
troo*pS in 'the city. ! , • • ,» 

• ,40ub copy of*tr\e capitulation fills ten folio pagesf 

• and is ptitched* together *with silk in'the French cofoflgs, 
on the* ^d of^which Fav^e has impressed ^his seaj , * 

'We were joined at lunch by Obu^t^ Hencke^, vrtio 
has beea appoitited Prefect t^t M^ta He rrmintained 
that in about five years the elections in bis depart- 
’ ment would J>e favourable to tlip Government ; mdeed^ 
he was confident even now of 'being able* ^to bring 
about that result. In Alsace, hawever, the proapecti 
was not so gopd, as Germans are not so docile ^to» 
authority as, the French.^ He also mentioned that his 
department had ^refdly 'suffered severely. At the com- 

mencement of* #he war it had some thirty-tWp to 
• thirty-five thou.san'd horses, and now he believed thei^ 
were no^, nlore than five tlj^ousand ^ft. * 

Befpre dinner I read /urther drafts, including a 
memorandum, in ^t'hicji the , Chief explainetl to the 
King bhat it ^ was impossible to demand from' Fwre, 
after ^he contdusioiv^o/ the ^mprtulation, the surrender 
of the flags of the French regiments rti Paris., ^ 

We were joined at tfinner by Couflt H^nckcl and the 
Frenebo aide-de-camp who was here yesterday. • The 
^ letter, whose full name te d’Hdrisson de Saulnicr, wore 
black hussar uniform.^ with yellow shouldei-^trapq*’ 
and embjjoidery^o the sleeves. ' Hg is sai^ to ^^nder- 
and 'speak German, y«t the cppversation, into 
whifclf the Chirf entered with zest, was *foi/ the most 
parf carried on in French. , In* the absei^ of Favre 
VOL. I .L L 
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And the Gtenera^the.form^r -^as etA* in the 4iouie, but , 

^w»be wdB yery t^iey he^hadr hfe dinn^ senij^up him^ 
•in the smal^ ^rawing-rpopi) th^ aide-db-can^) j^as mbre ^ 
lively ‘b.ndcamiising than yegt^rday. HeJ>ore%he whoje 
"burdan of the ccftiversation for a con^derable *tun^ wjtth 

^ c « ^ o _0 ^ 

a serie^^ droll anecdotes. ^Che scarcity of food kr the 
oity had become of late ^ery j)aiiifuliy^ perce^i]^le,^utf 
h^ experience wouid appear to have ‘b^en more with, 
^tljie arousing, •'thA.n wdth the serious, stde of thg (^i:festiorf. 
He sa^id that^ fqr him the lAost interesting period ^of 
their festp wask* wlwle they eatings up th^ Jardm 

des Plantes.” Elephant meat cost twenty fi'ailcs per 
kilograanme and tasted^ like coarse beef, ajid they had , 
really hajP “ filets d^ chameau ” and cotelettes de 
tigrak” A dog flesh ^artet was held fn the Rue Saint 
►Hpnor^, the price being two franc.% fifty kilo. 

There were hardly any more dogs to be feeen in Paris, 
and whenever people caught sight e^f one, they immedi- 
ately 4iun ted it down. It was the sam^ with cats. If 
^ pigeon alighted on a roof a view holloa was at once 
raised in the stre^u Only the carrier pigeons were 
spared. The despatches were fastened in the middle of 
their tail feathers, of <\ft^h they ou^ht to have nine. 
If one of them happened to have o.nly eight, they said^. 

“ Qe n’est qu^un civil and ,it ha(^ V:> go tiie way^of ail 
flesl^ * A lady is j^aid to have remarked : “Jamais je 
ne mangerai 'i^lusVle pigeon, cdt je Sroirais toujours 
jayoir^ang^ un facteur.” * • • • 

In return for these* and other stories the Chief rg- 
^ated Renumber of things which were not yet known in 
\he /bf awing -rooms ^and cl\ibs of Paris,^ apcT whiph people 
there might be gfad to he^^r, as for instance the shiAb^ 
behaviour S:>f Rothschild at Ferriferes, smd the in 

which the IJ^ector of ile^e transformed Rothschild's 





^ “Juif 4^^c(Mir/’ and af^pi^*va^d^? •gave a*j^cripticf^ of 
tie domes tio^ted Jews of PoMsh mobility. ♦ • • *. 

* Ot^Bohlen reporting lat^r oruthat fie hadf in &ccof- 
dance with instrucrtions, sent certain* papers^ to the 
^E^jj{>ermr,^ the Cfiief ob^erv^ed : * The* Emperor I 

•envy those ter whom the new title already comes Jb 
, trippingjyt’’ *Abeken retjJrned from his ^Iajest}t's a»d* 
a^^<^dced that “ The mattef of thd*fl^^ wavS settlecl/’ 
The Chief: '‘Have yo*u also fired off ^ my^ revolver 
letter ? Abeken “ Yes, Excellency, it has been dis- 
’ charged.’^ 

After dinner read drafts %nd reports, amongst the 
latter a very interesting one in wMch Russia advises us 
to leave Metz ♦and German Lorraine to thg French, awil 
to annex a» neighbouring piece of tetritory iustead. 
According to a jrecent* despatch from St. Petersburg 
Gortschakoff has^ suggested that Germany might ^ake 
Luxemburg gnd leave .the Frenc^ a corresponding 
portion^of Lorraine. The igeograph*cal posftiQn of the 
Grand JDuchy indicated that it should form part of 
Germany, and Prirfee Henry, devotedly attached 

to his* separate ^oui*t, alone stood in the way. .King 
Williatn wrotft on th€? nmrgin f)f the despatch ^hat this sug- 
gestion was to b e^ a bsol lately rejected. ^ Thc^Cldef ffiem re- 
plied as follows: The futhre position of Luxemburg would, 
it is*tr»e, be an ilnpleasant one — not for us, but rather" 
,for the Grand Duchy itself. Wc must not, however, 
.exercise any oompulsion, iior take the property ofllthers/. 
We rp^usftheref^rt^ adhere to the* programme conlMi^m- 
oaWI five months ago to St. Petersburg, •especially as we 
ha>% since thefi m^de great sacrifices. The ^•ealisation 
: of tfiat programme is indispoosable for thA security of 


grandfeth^r Am^clml front a tittle mtb Jr ?reat one]^ 

.VThe Ob^moM^or repea te<ity refermed to "^e Jatt& €w*flfb 
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^^nnany. « We mu^ ha-«^ Motz. German fjeo^Je 

^4cfuld n^ fcojera^ any alteration of the prc%.agwa!ie. ^ 

* i?avre did hot leave® till 10*15 P.M., and-thSn, not for 
I^ris, bittfor his quarters htfil* in the Boirlevard du Roi. 
He whl come agS,in tormorrow at noon. '"-» * 

The Chief afC^rwarde joined us at tea. In spiking, 
yf the 'Capitulalioh fvnd ' the ^rmisticCj^ Bohlen aslAsd * 
“"/^iut what if the others do nbt agree— ^^Gambetta an^* 
"the Prefects i?? the south ? ” ‘'*,Well, in that case we have 
the forts which give' us the control of the city,” 'feplmd 
the Chief. , “"The King also could not understand that, 
and inquired what was to happen if the people at 
Bordeaux did not ratify the' arrangement. ‘ Well,’ I 
replied, then we remajn in the forts and keep the 
"Paritiians shut up, end perhaps in that ‘case we may 
'r«^fuse to prolong the armistice on the 19th of February. 

In the, meantime they have delivered up their arms, and 
' they must pay the contribution.' Iho.^e who have given 
a me ferial pledge under a treaty are aK the worse off if 
they cannot fulfil its condition.s.’ ” 

Favrg had, it feems, confessed to the Chi&f, that he 
had proceeded “ un peu t^m^rairement ” in the nratter of 
the revictualling of He really did not know 

whether h^ would be able to providq in., good time for 
the hundreds of thousands in dlh city.” SomelxK^ 
obseritttd “ In case of necessity Stosch could supply 
them with live stock and flour.’” The Chief ; “ Yes, so 
long ^ets he can do so without injury to ouroclves.” 
Bismarok-Bohlen was of opinibn that we need not give» 
Ithem Jatoything ; let them see for themselves where they., 
oouJd 'get supplies, &c. The Chief: “fWell^ Then, you 
would let them, starve ? ” • Bohlen : “Certainly.” ‘The 
Clfief : “ l9ut then how are we to getpur*.contributio6 ? ” 
Later <?h the Mirfister said • “ BusinesB of ^tete. 
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n^otiatidhs wit^ fle eii«ay*wdo m^t imtateAe. lliei^. 

• objettiyiis^iS my ideas and deroaiicla^ even whet^theywe * 
uiirea8o»abI§, leave quit* • eool. Btf the j^tty^ 
grumbling ^i«l* meddling; ©f th<f military au4lfonties *il 
pdVitlb^l questions ‘and their jignojanc^ df whaUis pC^ssible 
ancf not possible inr such liatter!^! Oife of titeni •comes 

•aqi wants thisf iaother.one Chat^ afid*when ybu hav^ 

• got rid of the»fir3t two^ a third one’ turns up— an aidb- 

de-camp •or ’aide-de-catrvP general — whq* says ^ ‘ But* 
) 4 ^ut Excellency, aurely that is impfissi^lf or ‘ rnust 
have this too ill additior?, else, we ,slAill Ixi iy flanger of 
our lives/ And yesterday they went so far as to insist 
that a condition (he., for the surrender of thd flags), . 
which was not mentioned in tlje negotiations, ♦should be^ 
introduced into a document that vais already signed. !♦ 
said to theEti, (however : ‘ We have comryitted manv. rf 
crime in this w/ir — but ♦falsification ©f decdsj No, 
gentlemen, really th*at Cannot be, done.’” * 

Bernstorfif,* it was mentioned, reports thaif Ei had 
informed the,Conferencc;,that from this time forward he 
represQpted the German Erupire ami^mperoV and that 
the ot^ier members received this announcement with 
approval. Thereil^on*the CluCf^c^iarked ; “ Bei;p8torff' 
18 after all a rp^iq who has had business experience, dfow 
Can be do sbch things ? His wife — what’s her name ? 
Augusta — no, Anna — -^will liavc a fine opinion of *h#r8elf ' 
now. Imperial Ambassadress ! I cannot lay much store 
by'SuHi titles. * A prosperous and powerful Iflng. is 
, better than a weak Emperor, afid a rich Baron better 
, than a poor. Count.” Such an Emperor ai^hat 
Brajjil orMexic# ! “ With a salary of 800,000 flpmns,^’ 

iht^ected Holstein. The iUhief; “.Well, that would 
be^ enough tq -g^t on with. They requir^ no fifing 
and no winter clothes.” 
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, » Hatzfeftlt *m^tic{ped 
* embassy jha(I ^ll§d. . had'< 


a 

come 


S^flish seSretjfty jjf < 
from B^tode^j^and* 

^wantfed to *j*iter P#,ri^ «in psder to bring his 

CQuntryraeB. •He^lso^had a^ettet frorrp i^haudordy £(]*• 
ti'fivrefand, was ifi great baste. Wha> answer *8bcyii<i*l:>e 
given ip Ifim ? Ihe C^jief s&joped down a liltle’over . 
t^e "taMe, therf ftat^ bcdt upright .a^in, and* sdbl ;* 
“^^Hempting to cafry a despatch from one memjoer of* 
thp en^pay’s CJpvernment to aifother throu^ our.lines — 
th^ is^a case e:!ja^tiy suited^for a couii-martial. 
he comes hack you .will .treat*’ the matter in ‘a very 
serious way : receive him coolly, looked surprised, and 
,s^y tha\. we must complain to' the new King of Spain 
^with regai;rX to suoh a trench of neutrality and demand 
datisftiction. Beside*, I am astonished *that Stiehle 
, ishijuld have le^t tlie fellow pass. Theses soldiers alw^ays 
pay* too^ much deference to diplomats. ^ And even if he 
ia^had been an ambassador, Mett(5rniSh ,for instance, he 
shouljJ have been turned back even if had to freeze 
and starve in conscience. Indeed, such carrier service 
borders closely on spying.'' 

The rush of people to ansd out of Paris that now 
< to be apprehended thftt n^me up fo^’ discussion. The 
Chief : /‘Well, the French will not let VQry many out, 
and^we shall only let those pass who have a**permitrfrorrP 
* the a^itijorities inside, and ^perhaps^ not ad of those." 

Some one said that Rothschild, Svho had been supplied 
with a* safe conduct, wanted to <iome oht ; uponewhich 
the Chief : “It woul<P be wefl to detain h im, — as m 
fiq^ctirfur, and include him amongst the •prisoners of 
war. ♦ (To Keudell). Just inquire into Ihe m^tter^ I 
mean it seriously* "• Bohleu exclaimed : “ Then Bleifeh-» 
will o^^me* rushing over here and ^ro^rate hirastlf 
in the name all the Kothachilc( family." The Chief : 
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“Jn that <^e w^j,vill se^ htm in*^ join th^ in fariA , 
•w^jefe*b^ have his share of ^he 4og huptin^' * • • 

• Ast^i^bment was Aeii e*;f)ieased thfltf the Dail^ 
'Felegra'ph sh^flld have Ahread}^ piiblislfed «a* det^aa 
epitiOnie of the convention signed yeeti^rday, and fn this 

• connection Stieber,*Favre’8*fellovt lod^e^, was lAentioned. 

English cor^espondeiit had* acl^ncAv lodged, aCcorflinJ^ 

* to Bwher, th3t ^e hac? received the news froni Stieljifr, 
and the* Minister added I am convince^ that ^tiel^ei^ 
opened Favre's wn'iting desl: with *a jjcj^lock, argd tffen 
made ^e^^x^racts from hi5 papers whtch he ga^e to the 
Englishman.” Th;s is scarcely probable, as Stieber's 
knowledge <tf French is * inadequate for that jAirpos^ « 
He much more probably received the newi^ from hia^ 
patron Bohleh, or perhaps from sotne officer who heard^^ 
it from the Ge^iefal Staff, who — as the Chai^cellor Yecen^ly 
remarked — are, very oUiging and ccAnmunic^tive in 
such matters.” 

Monday ,*yd7i\iary 30^ A. — Favre and othe^ Fli^nch- 
men, including the Chief or Prefect of the Paris poli<9e, 
were busily engaged witlf the Chj^if durii^g^the after- 
noon, 4ind dined with him at 5.30 p.m. The secretaries 
and I were to 00 ^to “^he Hottfl*^(?s Reservoirs, aj there 
was E^pt roort^-cnou^h at table. I remained at.ht)me, 
fiowe^er, and transtated Gramvillc^s latest peace propolis 
for the Empercy:. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Abeken came up \o^me after dinner to get the 
transition, and wa^^ sorry I had not l)een presenPaa the 
<!bnversation was speciafly interesting. The Chief had 
told the Fretjchmen, amongst other thing*}, ttrtft to 
conaistepdt.in oile’S policy was* frequently a mistfCket and 
•oiriy, showed obstinacy and* narrow-mindedness. One 
most modify •hist course of action in ficcoi^nce ^th 
events, with the situation -of affairs, wi\h the possi- 
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of ^e»cail, tanking, •th^ rela^fis of tBiing* in^ 
aocotmt *lin^ ^ seiVing his c&untry as'^he • 

offerfi anS n(!y^dccordii^g»te hig opinions, whi^^h.we oft^n 
'^sejudiheA. » vVhen.he iirst eoJerecT into p^l^ical life, ^ 
a.youmg ali<^^ine3fp^enced paan, he had very* di^fer^t 
views ^d» aims t# thos*^ whitfii he Imd at present.* He 
had,* however, aJteiied and recopsiderocJ his opinions, Aijd* 
hi!^ not h'esitated to* sacrifice his* wishes, either partially 
br^whotJy to requirements. of the day^, in* qrS^er to 

be\>f ^ervice. ^C^e'lnust not impose «his own le^ntngs 
and desiiSis upon hi^ covyitry.* “ La p'atrie veut etre 
servie et pas dominie.” This remark greatly impressed 

Parisian gentlemen,, of couVse principally because of 
its strikir^g form. Favr^ replied : “ C’est bien juste, 
tMonsieur le Comte, «3’est profond.” ‘Another of the 
Frenchmen also declared enthusiastically^ Oui, Mes- 
sieurs, c’est un mot profond.” ^ ^ . 

Bucher, when I wigit down* to* teg., confirmed the 
abovg'particular^, and related that Favre* tifter praising 
the truth and profundity of the,Chief^8 reipark— which, 
of course,^ v^is mad^ for the edification of the Eajdsians, 
just as in general his table talk is intended :^r the 
benefil^ of his guest9-4>-h>\ist needs fhld the following 
h4tis€ “ N^anmoins c’est un beau spectacle de voir un* 
hoi^me, qui n’a jamais*changb ses prkicipes.*’ The* rail- 
* way.^f»ector, who * appeared tb Bucher to be more 
intelligent than f'avre, added, *• in reference to the 
“ servite et pas dominie,” that \.hat amounted to men of 
genius subordinating thCmselves'to the will and opinions 
wf the ^«iaajority, and* that njajorities were always 
deficient in intelligeuce,*kn®wledge, and oharact^. ,The 
Chief made a lofty reply to this objection, stating 
with him (ll.e.,*with the’ man of gerryos, *jdie heroj fjlie 
oonaoionanes^* of his re&pot^sibilil^y before God was one 
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a£hi^ guiding st|^. HVopJiosed^to ^ dr^ du gSni^ 
► tc^v^hict irf interlocutx^r had gwen-such ^ •hfe ^&<Je, 
the sefi^ •f duty (d««btle^ •meanin^^what 
<Je8cribes^as<*htf categoric<l*impetatiw3), ’vfrhj^*he makir; 
tafp'^ to be nobles’ and mone powerful.* • • • 

A little after *1 1 o’clock tlya Chrfhccllor ‘joined us 
*at^tea.* “ I anof really ciiriou^,” SaiQ, “ to tlbo^whrft 
Pambetta wilb dex It ‘looka aa if*he wanted to tniAk 
over the * matter furtherj as he has not jfet repJied. • I 
thiitk *too, he wiW ultimately give , Besides^ if^ot 
it wiy*l^e all* right. I should kaVe nc^ objection to a 
little ‘ Main line ’ across France. These Frenchmen are 
really very funny people*. Favre comes to me* with a< 
face like a martyred saint, and looks as if he»had som^ 
most importitnt 'communication to make. So I 5ay t<f 
him, ‘ ShalLvje go up stairs ? ’ ‘ Yes,’ he ^ys, ‘ let ustdA 
But when ,w’e are there he sits down ap(l writes 


80 . 


letter after letter, andT wait in* vain for any important^ 
statement or*pi?ce of news from him. As a matter of 
fact, he had nothing to nay. What he has done for *08 
would, go into two pageswof note-j^aper.” * “ And this 
Prefecit of Police ! I have niever in my whole life met 
such an unpracti(?al nsan. 'Wb'ftrti e.xpcctcd to, advise 
and ^elp thorn tp everything. In the course of U«df an 
^our» he fires all sorts of s-equedts into me, so thut at 
last I nearly Ipst pt^tience, y.nd said to^him, ‘Uut^iliy 
good sir, would it noPbe better to fet me have all this 
in writing ? Otherwise it cannot be properly attended 
to, for it is impossible for me* to carry it all in my 
head.’ Thoosands of things pass through oue'n min^ 
an<i wb£n^ I think seriously of one • matter I loBe vsight 
• of others.” • • • 

* The con^^rs^on then turned on tlie ftifficult^ of 
supplying the Parisiaps with j^rovisions. *» Several rail- 
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l^ys werp ugeless. at4^st*Tor tim%beinff ; to allow 
(upptj es j6o * he ^aVn •^rom those parts •Prftn^e 
,Wi^di^t6ly «a^joiniitg* tffe di^ffricts we ocCup^. might 
jeffult in ScSi^pi^y arid embarraasrcrent to ciftftej^es ; apd 
:hh pc^ ctf Dieppe*, where "t^ey coui?t upon reoep^hg 
jonsijghfnents fronj abroad, ‘could *oply holjJ a few 
vesspb?. * ‘^The (?hief rrecft;oned« out llo^ many fati^ns 
wcrtlld Ijp require^ daily, and how much c5uld be Jrans-* 
pol^d hi moderately norriial cvfcumstances. Ho found 
that the supply -^^ouTd be a ,very scaifty one, anc? t^iat 
possibly large humb'ers might still have to staive. He 
then added : “ Favre himself said to jne that they had 
hold out toq long. That was, however, as Ife confessed, 
jperel^ becciuse th6y knewi we had provisions stored for 
fhem at Lagny. Th4y had exact particulars on that 
polt^t. At ona time we had collected ‘for 'them there 
1,400 loaded waggons. • ^ ' 

The levying of taxes and contributions was then 
discustied,’ and the Chief explained ,td IVlaltzahn the 
arAingements he ^shed to see made. • Instead of 
scattering •our forcesl'-they shdhld in general be*" massed 
in the chief town of the ^dep%rtment arrondis3<?ment, 
and fpom these cenlSes •'flying * columns shoul^ be 
despatched against those who refused to q^y taxes, as 
welb as agaiijst thp guerillhs ,arftl 'their aiders * and 
ahetwrs.* * 


With regard to the ten million francs contribution 
imj^seS upon the district of Foptenay for the destruc- 
tion of the railway bridges, Henckel declared, as an* 
e^ert, tllht that was an, impossible demaqdr^they could 
not Jiqueeze even two rdillions out* df the ‘•people., 
“ Probably pot pife* milliqn,’* remarked the phief. “tSflt 
that is our wa^ of doin^ things. All fsorts of terrible 
threats are co^tantly uttered, and then afterwards they 
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<»yin<3t be*carrie<^wre. TBhe p«opl€ pni^Dy feejjfiig throug^* 
tl^a^ H i Q ^- ^ thin^, eind get*acc»»tome<f to ^JjreatA*' * 
. Th^fef fallowed a higkly •ifil>enesting^nd deti^ei^ 
■eview of tl»«^rious pha#^ in the develojj^Snt of tiiq 
scliefii^ for the accession of.the Sbouth T3erman stAtes to 
the 5lorthern Confederation. “,WhiI^ wo we'te «^ill in 
’Mjfinzj” related*^ the Cha<icellot, “,th^ King of'B^varA 
yrrote.a letter* to^our nfost gracious master in which Ae 
expressed* a Rope that ha^vould not be njediatistd, As 
£w*ifta1?ber of course, hLs mipd was*8etj nt ease on ^at 
point.^ * ^ut the King ^li^ not waitt tin? aji^wer tp be 
quite so categorical. That was the first conflict between 
the King aiwl myself during the war. I told hfm that < 
King Lewis would probably yi that case wiUidraw hit^ 
troops, and thatTie would be witlfin his right in floing* 
I remepa^ef it was in the corner rqpm. It wi^a 


so. 


hard struggle, aqd finally ,ho left me still in dotjit as to 
what he was going to do. Aftcs the first great victorieii^ 
and before Sficlifti, there was another idea, namel^f that 
of a military revolution and a tmlitary Emperor ^^f 
Germany, * who should b* procla^i^'d by'tjje troops, 
including the Bavarians, ^hat idea was not to my 
liking. Subsequdfitljy when ^Br^ came here, thny had 
dihou^t out >i.p\pn X)f their own in Munich. The;^ felt 
themselves fo be safer and wished for sonyething nmre. 
Bray brought jvith him the, plan of tjie ‘altfilnartflrg 
imperial dignity. As* Bray said to me, an agreement 
could l»e come td between the North German Confedera- 
tion and Bavaria or between Geftnany and Bavaria. In 
the meantime we might.very well conclude .tre^BCies wit^i* 
Badpn ^d WttrCtemberg, and afterwards comerjife an 
ihidferstanding with Bavaria.* I was quite satisfied with 
tl&t. But wljen told it to Delbrlick, lie fooked ^ if 
he were going to hunt. I saicR to him, ‘Tor Heaven's 
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•JUce, whj i\ptf accept^ ? -^t i» exac^ what we tvaqt’ 
Midi so w^ t^. • F*» wlien*! info:med %ilc^o*v* a^d ' 

j^VIittoacht, wer® lo8^de .dpemselves with ^€ge, and^ 

inimediaflfelK cAme ^ Iferms'Vitk me. ‘ieifeer^ on, how- 
ever, the Kmg (bf AV lirtemherg) was* induced to, strfke 
out agairf in a flew lyie. ft was through !^rau von 
Gas^^r, Vho had* gfeai iiftluen<ie at the^ourt imSt^tt-* 
gkrt. He wanted to act once nfore w^h Bavaria.* Th§ 
'Ministers, ho^<ever, remained ftrm, and assured me they 
would, rather r^8^n,°and tl^us it came about th^t*tlte 
Treaty witlj V7tirtcfnberg was not concluded uptil^after- 
wards in Berlin. Finally, after all sorts of difficulties 
<jn both sides, the arrangement with Bavaria was also 
settled. Jifow there was <pnly one thing wanting — but 
that 'was the most important of all ! 1 saW a way, and 

\v?pte a letterTj— and after that the credit belongs to a 
Bavarie^p Court* official. He achieved an almost im- 
qpossible feat. In six deys he made the journey there 
and bhckp eighteen German miles, without a railway, to 
the palace in the mountains where the King was staying 
— and in/iddition t^ that his wife was ill at 6he time. 
It was really a great deal fm’ him to do. He arrives at 
the palace, finds th5^itt-g unwell— suffering from a 
tumor dn the gum, or from the after effeyctSo of an Opera- 
tion under cjiloroform. Ho is not t>o be seen. ^tVell* 
btiv'he'had a letter from me to deliver — very pressing. 
In veiin ; the ting will not be disturbed ; he will do no 
busineiss to-day. At last his ' Majesty's curiosity is 
ekTOUsed, and he wants to know what I have to com* 
doaunicatt-' to Jiim — and the letter is well received. But 
tiierft no ink, no ^per, mo writing materials:, They 
send oflF a ^oom>* who ultimately comes b^k with 
oouise letter paper ; the King writes 1^ ajoswer, just as 
he is, in bed-tr-and the German Empire is made 1 '* 
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Jacoby's arr^l^fiav^jg b^n foeiffibned^ the <3hiaf, 

, oBee^^ OthS^wise, Falken^t^ ficlfed (jii^tc^seixsib^^ 
bvtt thanks yo th^t me^]^e of^bi^ gknd tea^is refudkJ to 
iylease*Jacol ^l^ yhen t ^(jiie8ted.hiiq to flo jo* 
oifl^e tfT convoke, the Diet for wljole mcmtih- •Aji far 

as 1 tuna 'concerned* he mi^ht have bad Jacoby, earve^ 
•up^or JiiAself in rhinoceros autlet^ but he qaghbnot 
to have locked Turn up! All he llfed to shoVr for* b“ 
^in8*waa the p<5^e3sio»of a dried u{) pld Je^. 

,»too, would, not at* first* listefl my represeflta- 
tions. ,We were accordid^y obliged to» wait, as the 
Diet ^oifld have been within its right in demanding his 
liberation. , * • . • , 

Jacoby’s name brought up that of.anothfej congenial 
min d, viz., Waldeck (the Radical ieader in ^ the Pntssiaib 
Diet), of whom j:he Chief gave the following descriptioji ». 
“ Something ^ike Favre,^ always consietent, his vfews 
and decisions cut aftd dried in ^vance, and, in additiojjg 
to that, a stateiy presence and a venefable whit^^^eard, 
fine speeches delivered with the earnestness of de«p- 
toned -conviction, even op trifling matters, that is so 
impressive ! He makes a speech in a voice throbbing 
with ^.evotion to^rippiple iii^9t(^sr to prove to you that 
•this Spoon is in the#gla88, and he proclaims that any one 
«whoJrefuse» to ag^egt thf^t statement is a scoundrel 1 
And all the world beli^'es him, and praisefi him fflp Jtis 
staunchness in*every*kcy from treblh to bass.” 

T'ti^duy^ J<%mLai'y*‘3lst . — The King of Sweden Jias 
delivered a bellicose spSech from the throne. Why, ye 
gods ? I wjite two paragraphs ' under instruc^wns frops 
the Chief, ah(^ then a third, Ai^hicdi calls attenjbipn fo 
sufferings during the bgmbardmqqt of a number of 
ifcjfenBive GJbm^an families Who, for yaridus reasons, 
remained behkid in Paris aftep the expa|^ion of their 


-£_L !_-i • — « .1 • — ^-* •-«i 

feUoV ** co^tny^Sb, And ^^coi^ijinen^^Washbtime, the 
^Fjaited Miniptej^ for the eflPfffbs t^^mad^ to* 

allevjat^ thenist of thg un fiy jtunate "people, •yin tins 
Itegpfectditi has* realty aeted ia a^ Ttianner^l^at*d^erve^ 
oijr warme^p^ thanks, a^d has been loyally a^histed^by 
his 8ub<jrdinates. 

o The tParisiaa gentlemen are agajiT here, fncjudji^* 
who has sent'^a telegram* to Gambetta urgently 
lecj^uest^g hir»^tcf yield. It i^„to be feared ho will not* 
doSjO. At least t^e'Prefect of ‘Marseilles is showieg^hig 
teeth anda surfing* at poor "Fai^re with* the patriotic 
declaration : “ Je n’ob^is plus le capitule de Bisrnarck. 
Je ne le'Connais plus.” ^roud and staunch -»-but danger 
is best at distance. 

• At tea I hear frorg, Bucher that the Chief has been 
speaking very strongly about Garibg,ldi^ that old 
dredmer, whom Favre declares to be a hero. , 

Subsequently Duparc had an interview with the 
Mmis^r. Shortly after ten the Chief joined us at 
test He ferst spoke of the unpractical character of the 
Frenchmen who ha-fe been forking with hln\ during 
the past few days, ^wo Ministers, Favre and Magnin, 
the Minister of Finane<(|*v¥^^o has ^ccclinpanied him this 
time,.. spent half an hour to-day worrying ovei* one 
tele^am. This led him to, spea^c ^f the> French in< 
gee:?,{jkl •e.nd, of the “entire Latin' race, and to compare 
them with the Gerrhanic peoples. * “ The Germans, the 
Gerpaanio race,” he said, “ is, ' So to speak, thec,male 
principle throughout Europe — the fructifying principle.* 
*£^6 CeltiC/i and Slav pebples represent the»female sex. 
That principle extenjls “as jar as the*. I^fth Sea and 
then across to Epgland.” J. ventured to add : “ And' 
6dso us feur its AStnerica and the Westerp States of 
Union, where ^me of our people form the best part bf 
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{he ^pulatioh a£^lnfl&eAc^ {he^ ma^era ^ tba vee^ 
'**^68,” h^^epliaiL, “ th^se.afe thftir ^hildret^ the^ £riJ^ 
they 15^^. “But that was t^ be 'seen j.^Praace. while 
the Frtiiis^heid still, thl^hpper *hand. The Reyofutiqn* 
06 1^89 was ■Tke overtRroW of t^e Gfeijnan^eleri^ent 
the Celtic. And what h^svfe we'seeh ^iuce tl^en ? And 
•^thi^ held^good^ i«i Spain so IpAg m l^he GotJjic ljlo<;^ 
p'i'edominated.^ ^ Aiid aj^ in Italy, where in ,the No^th 
<=the Germany al«o play^ a leading par^. When tha^ 
ele^pejit had exhausted Itself, -therg, was ^nothin^ dei^nt 
feft. It was much the samti thing in ^RMssia, where the 
Genoanie Warager, the KurikS, first bound them 
together. As soon as j:he natives there prevail over 
the German immigrants and the Germans of the Baltic’ 
Provinces, they, fall asundel* into *merc (ibmmi^nes.M 
“ It is true that the unmixed Germans are* not of mucf 
account either* In the south and wt^t where iliey 
were left to th^mgel-s^es,* there were only Kcrights pi 
the Empire, ^Jnfperial Towns, hiid Iryniediate 
of the Empire, each for itself, and all tufnblihg^ to 
pieces.^ Th^ Germans* are all r^ght w'h^n they are 
forced to unite — excellent, irre^tible, invincible — 
otherwise each oi^g will act^a(^]:^^^ing to his own ideas/' 
ft*' Really, after all, an* intelligent absolutism is rtie best 
^orm’^of go^emiiient. Without a certain amount of it 
everything falls asunder. ^One wiiihes tl^is thjjig ^apd 
another that, there is 'gtemal 'vacillation, eternal delays." 
‘‘ But we h^e, no loiiger any genuine absoli^tiats — 
that 18 to say, no kings. TJhey have disappeared, 
llie variety has died out." “oA Republic is perhapi^ 
after all the right fohn of government- an^J it will 
^oi^btleks > confe in the future ; but I dislike our 
^Ripablicans. o Formerly tfiings were*^ different, ^en 
prmces still kppfiared in brocaded coats^ and covered 
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■v^itlf •sftarw^ Thip ar§ (leaning e^^ wfierey an^ that 
•^Qclkie will he nmch* gi|eate* in futulW sees tKaV 

'“in the yhung^»generatiQiv It is 'the <fese "^th^s al5b. 
"^o ^ope^roc/^r de h^rice.^ .They no want to 

^Qven?., andV.re glad when some on^ relieves ^thatp»of 
the tr 9 ubU. All«tfiey care*" ^or is t <3 be praised'in the 
newspapers, and, tot get as much mon^% as p#8sil3le^or< 
thrift personal requirements. The only .one who stfll 
eonducte his .business properly is t?iie ©Id , Kitig of 
Sacony.” “ And when they "^it at 1;he table d'hdte in 
the Hotel dqs' Ite^tervoirs, * herg near -the Pajace of 
Louis XIV.' and every one sees that they are*ordinary 
human ^.beings — and how ordinary !— why ^ the halo is 
quite lost. "And then -one fine morning three Grand 
I^Dukas pay their respects to me, and - find me in my 
‘ dressing gown I ” 

'■4 ventured' tp relate that as a little cliild I pictured 
myself the King of Saxony, who was the only 
^mb»%iwh I knew of at that time, as resembling the king 
in, the p^k of cards — clad in ermirie, and wearing a 
crown with orb and^.sceptre, ytiff, gorgeous, anfl dmper- 
turbable and that^it was ^ fearful disappointment for 
, me when my nurse on^»ppinted out k> me a gentleman 
in the passage between the palace and the Ca*iholic* 
church in Dresden, and. told me thp-t l^hat little, crojpked^ 
a fcaiij okl mart, whose uniform became him so badly, was 
King Anton. The- Chief said Ouf peasants also 
had very curious conception^, and • fhe followfing 
story was current amongst them. It was to thg 

,^fFect tljjat on one occasion, when a nu^lber of us 
youpg people were gathered togethe'' in ' some public 
place, we said something against the King, who 
happened to bo close to ns, but was imknOwn to usl' Ee- 
suddenly stood up, opened his mantle and showed the 
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^r o» hi^ breastA^f he yth®i;p were <!ffnf»e<i»^but ft*diH 
*^o? I pitched Jym do^n tKe J^taira • 

r^ive\^r^ yeab irnp^onmjiati (or it»iftd was*, not- 
avowed tJ) myii^lf. ..As L wore a.b^4 tit 

tii^»a hibit whiqh I ha*d ^ucqu^ire^ ki F^ce fl84a)’ 
.^where^fwas then, the fttshion^ it wtus said-»that the 
^^xe^utipn^ carfto^ once every » year St. SyK^eatcr'd 
. night ^to shav^ ft ofi. ^Those who told this 8iJ<:>ry \v^fe 
rich pSa^ntsiand^otherw^e not at all Sti^id, ar^l th^y ^ 
r^oxtexl it, not ligoause had <%i*iytjnng against Ae 

but quit^ in a friendly way* and full *# 01 ^ sym^tffrhy for a 
young® man’s rashness. The pitching dowii stairs was 
rather a coarse invention, 4jut I \yas pTeased all tlie same^ 
that it was only to me they ^aVe crt^dit for’^not being 
intimidated by tl>e star.” 

I thereupon i^sked the Chief if there was any trutji® 
in the story ^f the beer glass he was said>to have broken 
on some one’s he^ad*in»a feerlin^ restaurant because h^ 
had insulted t<fee^Queen or refused to di^ink Jier lliJlfljL 
It was quite diflei^3nt,’ he replied, ‘‘ and had no political 
significajtgenv^Iiatever, As J was g<^ig home late one 
evening — it must have beey in tlie year 1847 — I met 
some one who tried* to^ pick j^j/iArrel with me. As I 
p^jlled^im up^on account of his language, I discovered 
that Ijp was van ohj ^i^quaiijtam’.ep We had not seen 
each other for a long tim6, and on his propdsing>to 

‘ Come, let’s go lo (he mentioned a hame), I went 

with higi, altlmugh I really had had enough alr'eady. 
Byt after getting our bt’er he fell asleep. Now there 
were a lot of .people sitting neat us, one of w^jpm had, -- 
also taken mor(^ than he could ’carry, and wlio was" 
aj^racting Attention by his i\pisy behayiour. I quietly 
drfiftik^my beer^‘'and this man goo angry at beings 
quiet and began to taunt me. <»I took no, notice, and 
• VOL, I . ! u M 
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^fiat made^iim oily^tlie y»re^angf^r^nd hia laugua^ 
gta^ ^are ^^leift. ^ I did^ot to jiave, 

,‘an;^*^quarrelj^^r did, L Mke ty^o away, as geojije would 
^ave tBofliglit^ was afraid* Jftst, ha\j;f^er, he cauje 
<jFver to my^ablft ^nd,threjitened to • throw tB^ in 

my fajce. • That #as to^ muo9i for me. I stood up and 
told^hfha to go \^\Yay,* and ^ as hj^^ made % jnq|ioi# 
t0> throw* the beer ^t me, I gave him 5. blow under the i 
"ehin, sSi that Tj^e fell backwardfy, breakmg the mha^r an^ 
th^ gl,^ss, and^r^ll^d across the roon? right on •to® tjje 
wall. TTie^ landlady ,then^ came* and I told her need 
not worry, as I would pay for the chair ancT thh beer 
glass. "1 said to the others : ' You are witnesses, gentle- 
^men, thah ^ did not seek^a quarrel, and that I endured 
^ it aS long ^ possibki. But I canno*^ be expected to 
^at)^ow a glass^ of beer to be poured on, my head simply 
because^^I was quietly drinking my glass. ’ ff the gentle* 
SN^mn has lost a toot-h in cdnscflpience I shall be 
sor?^* But I v?nB oVdiged to defend m}^lf. Besides, 
if anybody wishes to know more, here is my card.’ 
It turned tout tli^ they ^^ere quite sensihto people 
and took my view of the, case. They were annoyed 
with their comrade acknowledged that I was in 

the right, I afterwards met tv^o of them iit th^ 
Brandenburg Gate. I said * ' I think, gentlemen ; yo» 
piesont whcn‘I had that affair in the beer house in 
the Jagerstrasse. What has happened to my adversary ? 

I shotild be sorry if he had been hurt.’ 1 musb^explain 
to you that he had to be carried away on that occasio®. 
"-►‘Oh,' tb^^y replied ; ‘he is all right, and .his teeth are 
quite ^ sound again- He is altogether subdued, and 
extremely sorry Tor what he did. He had just ente^e<| 
thtf army to serve his "year, as he i^ a ‘"doctor, ahd^it 
would have been very Unpleasant for him if people had^ 
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‘ h^rd of the affai^^rod e^peevi^ll;^ i^nad 
hLsiihperiora.’*” ^ ^ 

.TheVfci^ then relate .tliai *\,Mh^n he^^JLs attending* 
the Universijp •at Gfiittir^n h« fought** ta^Mt^-eighf 
stuSelite .^uels in* three teijpis, ^nd, vfaa t^^^ay8•iuok5f 
•^enou^h €0 escape with aiwliol^ skin^ Oncft hie op- 
^qpsnt’fi btade ftei^.off, p5ol)ab)y bjeenuse it was bddl^ 
•screwed in, ami* caughli him in ttfe face, wliere 
mained ^t-ickmg. * Other;j»ise he had he^r rec4ived,a,* 
soar.* •“ I had one very pafrow* *esyipe, though, "^t 
Greifswald. There tliey Jia^ irjtrodpced anoxtfliordinary 
head-dress, a white felt, sugar-loaf hat, and I took it into 
my head thafc I must snip oft' the top of the sug?ir-loaf^ 
and thus I exposed myself so tha't his .blade ^hizzed by 
close to my face.* I bent back, however, in^good tilne.’^ 
Wednesclat^,^Feh'nia,i'y l.s-/. — It was suited at lun^di* 
that Gambeti^i had approved of the arMiisticc, but ’ex- 
presteed surprise ^thflt \te still (;pntinued to attat;k thi# 
French in the*^mith-ea3t. Favre, with* his unJ)iH(!f!e^- 
like habits, ^had 'omitted to telegraph to him thnt 
operatietis Vere not suspended tl^rc. This^ by the 
way, was at his own request* 

There were n*3 g^iests aJi*]^nch. The Minister, 
Speakftrg aboi^t Favee, said : “ I believe he came 4iere 
1 »-d^ 3 i unere^ in ^orv^equejice of our conversation of 
yesterday, when I would not acknbwledge.that 
baldi was a hero. HeV^as evidently ‘anxious about him, 
because,! woul^ not inchille him in the armistic<y. He 
^ pointed to the first article like ’a thorough lawyer. I 
^ said : ‘ Yes, that was t^e rule, but the exceptions fol-.^ 
■ lowed, and G^ihaldi comes u'nd«r them.’ ^uite 

jm^rstoodf that a Frenchmav should arms against 

os®— fie defended ^i^ country, arid had a Aghf to do ^ ; 
^ut* I could not recognise ^the* right of •.this foreign 
* M. M 2 
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•^venture?*^ coajflrop^litar^^epublic and h^g 

"^nd o^Sfe vo^utiStiaries^oni every coffer d^^^,ei.rth. 
,^e asked m^ben v^hat'-we sb<itdd do wdtli £rari^aldi . in 
6a8e we"t«otkiai pcison^r. rT said, * will exhibit 

l^m ft»r m(mey,‘'and d^ang, a placard round*Jii3*i*«ck 
bearing the word*" Ingr^titudfe.’ ” «■ * * 

*" '!^e*’. Chief "th^i, asked ; But, where i5 Schaldt- 

rtlann ? ” Somebody told him. ' “ He will have, I,thinl^ 
'tq.giveime le^l* advice in the matter” (vizi,,tSe war 
co?itri^ution of #twcf hund^’ecf millions to be p&id by 
Paris). *^"Is <lie n<yt <a la>vyer ? ” Bucifer said» no, he 
had not studied at all, was originally a tradesman, &c. 

, fhe Chief : “Well, then, Bleibhrodcr must- first go into 
^action. must go into Paris immediately, smell and 

« be shrelt at Ijy his br*ihren in the faith', and discuss with 
‘the bankers ^low it is to be done, t^urely he is 

a few days.” The 
hnce, that we w'ant 


coming ? 


Kft^dell : Yes,^ in 


t^hief : “ Please telegra^Dli him fit 

him^tfiim^ediatel}^ — then it will be 
I suppose he can speak French ? ’’ 

“ I am disposed to^lcct lEonckel 
He is well acquainted Wr^th Paris, and 
financiers. A membe^t!)J^*.the Jicmte*^ 


Exchange ' 


S c 1 1 efliT tin a n n ^s turn. 

1^0 one could say. 
as the thiKf- string, 
kno^s the 
nance once said 
a]; 9 ^ays h^ ouf 
t(5 follow thaJt 


w^e 


to me : ‘ On the Stock 
money on lucky players,^ aivl if we nre 
C6untcflenckei is our man.'' 

A propos^ of German unity the Minister told us 
that thirty years ago, at Gottingen, he" had made a bet 
with an American as 'to whefher Germany would 
.►united wi thin twenty -five years, “The winner was to 
pro\<i(^e twenty -fivetboltleB of champagne, and*the loser 
was to cross the^ ocean to drink them. The AmerigaU 
wagered a^ainkt union, and I in favour^ 'pie interestSig 
point is that; as far back as 1833, I must have had*th^ 
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c^has^Ww, with ^GkxJ’^, hem, Ta^n re&lisej^ 
th^ tin^e *I was^pppeaea tcv ail ^t^pae’ 'Wio^ 

► trkr) 


iiga whicl 
» al|hi)ugjf4 

ptpfeaaj^ to desire sucli» f^hafl^ei’ 

• Final^, Chief decljtted hfs belief hi influenpdh 
o^V^e, moon on the growtlwof the hafr and* of ^lanC^. 

. This ’subject came trp through hiajocula^-ly cen^a^alating 
“AJtfeken 5n th^ *j^tyle wlrtch , locks kftd }>€e1i 
Jrimnied. “ ’ihDu^look t^ice as young, Herr Geheimratlf,” 
he saui,, *“ IT I were your wife 1 V<iu liava hadiit* 

ottt^ex^tly at the riglit tinuj, undcT a (jrevseent moipn. It 
is just ^he same as witli*trees* WJieh tliey intended 
to shoot again they are felled when the moon is in the 
first quarterf hut when they aro to be rooted^ up^^then it 
is done in the last (piarter, a.% in that case the stump, 
decays sooncir There are people who will not beliet^e it;’ 
learned meiv, ^b^t the State itself acts ^n this beypfj 
although it will pot openly confess to itt No v^oodman 
will think of feljing a^birch tr«e which is intended 
throw out sh<5oC^ when the moon is wafting.’’ 

After dinper I read a number of documents relatiftg 
to the ^T’ftirsticc and the rcmdctuallij^ of Paris, including 
severali letters in Favre’s own hand, whicli is neat and 
legible. One of the fetters that Paris ha^ only 

ftour ynough^o, Iasi up to the 4th of February, "'and 
Sfter ^bat nothing 4>ut^hprsofie8h.* Moltke^is requested 
by the Chief not^ to trjat Garijialdi oh thy safnicToo^^^ 
as the Frenelj^ jind in ^iny case to demand that he and 
his foltewers shadl ^ay ^own their arms — the Mfnieter 
3 (fesires this to }ye done on politicarjgrounds. Instructions 
^ have been ^nt to Alsace that the elections for thq ^ 
Ass^bl^ at Bord&aux, whiclr is to decide as to ttye^n- 
ki^ajice of the war, or peac^i, and eveHtuall}^ as bo the 
conditions on w^hich the latter is to be concluded, are 
€iot*to be hindered, but rather fgnored. ®ie elections 
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ucteH l^y ^0*MaLir«8 anS^^t by^he Pt'ef^te ’ 
_ occu^. 

^Thursd^^’ Feh^nm^ 2n<iss ^ — We we^e /^ned. at 
tiiniier^by<M<S Russell* and a^alUstout yxy^Ag gentleman 
iti a dferk-^bme ufliforn^u^ who^ I was toM, was CounJ: *Bf&y, 
a son^cof the IVRnistei^ and"' formei^j^ attached to the; 
!Bay^rian Embassy In^ Berlin. 1 The Chiei? said to Rusifeil? 
‘^The English newspapers and ‘also some German on^ * 
^ have censured- my letter to Pavre and cdnside-c it too 
sharply worded- t tth himselh howevev, does noGap^^r 
to be of &tip.t s^pinidii.o He said of his own accord : ‘ You 
were right in reminding me of my duty. I ought not to 
< leave before this is finished.' 'The Minister praised this 
self-abnegation. •He tliefi repeated that our Parisians 
'^were unpraatical people and that we had ’constantly to 
. ^coiunsel and /issist them. He added that they now 
wished /ipparcnfly to ask for alterations in “the Conven- 
^*^"»^T^of the 28th of Januff'ry. Outside Paris little disposi- 
tionw^s, shown to help in reprovisionin^ fhe city. The 
dltectors of the Rouen-Dieppe railway, for instance, 
upon whgm they ha^? relied for assistance, decltlrM there 
was not enough rolling stock, as the locomotives had 
been taken to pieces a^^*^ent to Enghind. Gambetta's 
attitude was still doubtful, and he sefemc^d t/> conteipplate 
a continuation of the war. dt was nei^essary that Eranc^ 
fftWtild^oon ha^ve a proper Governnient.", If one is not 
speedily established I shall giVe then^, a sovereign. 
Everything is already prepared. Am&deus arrived in 
Madrid with a travelling bag in his hand as King of 
^’Spain, he seems to get on all right. My sovereign . 
will ftofUe immediately with a retinue^ Ministei^, cooks, 
chamberlains, andean army.-^' c 

‘With regard to Napoleon's fortune, .very diffetent 
opinions were expressedr Some said it was large, others* 
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it w^A incoj^weraUe. *• JRi^ 83 ^ 1 ^oubte« if he httd* 
nyiaii%. Ji^^hourat tlje^^EiApr^ atJd&t (^ul<^not 
maich, had only f^posited ,£^, 000 ^?^ the Ifehk 

England. lfce*Chanocllo\^then telafeed the waj 

t^^^i]^t«^Iloud to-day he met 4 mai^y people rdmovirfg their 
furniture and bedding. Pi^obab^y the^ weie itihabitanta 
•of VneighOourirf^ village^, whd hg,d* neverthelf?sa ^be<^ 
^nabl^ to leave Pariif. “ The >X^omen looked ^v^te 
friencflji,’^ he*sai<^ but qTl catching sight the ijnifoijnrf 
^e® nJen began ^to rcowI ijn<^ stTuckj l^eroic at|itu<fes. 
That reminds fne that m the^old JS^eapolitonJ^rmy they 
had a word of command, when we say, ‘ Prepare to 
charge, righ> I ' the comntand \wi 8 ‘Faccia ferocof (Loojc 
ferocious!). A fine prcvsence, pompous styh^ of speech^ 
and a theatrical Attitude arc ever)»tiiing with the Flinch# 
So lon^ as if soyands right and looks wel^ the substaiveft 
is a matter -of ipdiftereiKy. It remhicte me of^a citizen 
of Potsdam whg once ^old me Jie had been deeplyijj^ 


pressed by a^pfeech of Radowitz's. I iftked liifli^i^ow 
me the passsjge that had particularly stirred his feelings. 
He cotfid not mention on#. I thci^}ook tlic’speech itself 
and upad it through to li^m in order to discover its 
beauties, but it turned out tlAi^^^cre was nothing in it 
*eithej path^ic pr Sublime. As a matter of fact it was 
•mereiy the Air and attil^ud# of Radowitz, w^ho looked os 
if he were speaking of something hnost pnofoffnddrttiid 
significant thrillVigl^ impressive, — the thoughtful 

mien, #thc contfemplatiVc eye, and the sonorofts and 
weighty voice. It was much the same with Waldcck, 
although ho^was not yearly such a clever n^^vn nor 
di 8 ^ing\/i 8 hed Jo< 5 king. In -his case it was mpre the 
beard and the staunch conviotions. The gift of 
eloquence h£L% grsatly spoilt Parliamentary life. A ^eat 
• de^ of time is conaumpd as pvefy one who’Ahinks he has 



536 “ 0 ^ The FEiy&fiAL o ^ 1871 , 

^n^t^lng S» him^'^aiits sp^ak, when h« h^a^ 
inibhing il^W to s&y. , T£,!^e hre far t^?maf ^^i^^jjeshes 
that /simply in„th^<ftir pass out thrfei^h tje 

wyi^owSi, fispd'ttoo jrew«that *^o straight ^ ^ the point* 
the parties ttave already set;tled everything bef^rehtii^, 
andthe^se'i speeches are^mereSy intended for the public, 
tc show^yhat memhers cvin do^ and more especially <fcy:* 
th^'‘ ^newspapers that^ are expected to praise then^ It^ 
vvi],! coifie to ^his in the end,* that eloquence ^u*ll be 
receded as dangerbu^^ to" the ^public welfare, and tSiat 
people willddCcpunished for makmg long speechea. We 
have one body,^' he continued, ‘‘ that is not in the least 
^ eloquent, and has nevertheless done more foi^the German 
cause than ^ny other, that is the Federal Council. I re- 
member, indepd, that t^ifirst some attempts were made in 
^tli^t direction. I cut them short, however, though as a 
mat^:er of fact 1 had no right to do so, albeit I was 
•^’^esident, I addressed them mucii as follows : ' Gentle- 
men, >i\^qiience and speeches intended to'‘dffect people’s 
convictions are <^f no use here, as every one lirings his 
his own cont^ictions h im an his pocket — th>^ is to 

say, his instructions. It is merely waste of time. Lthink 
vve had better restrict i^tij>selves h) stirtements of fact.’ 
And so we did. No one made a big^ speech after that, 
business was speedily transacted, and rhe Federal' 
G^u^cibhas really dune a great deal of good.” 

F'riday, Fehy^iaiy SrcL — In addition ^a violently 
warjike proclamation, Gambetta has issued a decree 
declaring a number of 'persons ineligible for the new 
dlgpresentative Assembly. “ Justice demar>ds that all 
those o who have be^n accessory to S:hft acts yof the 
Government which, began with the outrage of the 2h(i 
of December, aOd ended with the capitj^la^on of Sedan, 
should now bf? reduced to the same political impotence 
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w tlie dWastyJKose §ccc*aplic«g TOd tt>olS they *^ \N>. 
Th^l^^^^^necS^ry^ gon^qi^^ce •of* thq reJjjgnaftJiS^ 
T^hich^.the^ assumed ^p, canning oul^ljie Elm^ror^^^ 
measures, ^ffhese in^ud^«all p^soBs w1k» jj»ye*occupi^ 
t^“poaA:ions of •Minister, iSena4;or,,0>un<illler Of St^fe, 
or Prefect from "the 2nfi of J)eceri11)er,» 1^51** to the 
^Ih of Septerahe'r, 1870, Furthcjnfort* all pcwSons* wHo, 
in tjie elections to <flie legislative IkkIIcs fluring Aho* 
period^ front the 'Jnd of^ December, iSs/, to tl*o 4th df 
jBf^tCmber, 1874>, bavcljecyi put*fdrwjii^d in an;^ wjvy as 
Govewiment ‘candidates, aa well *118 the hernia' rs of 
those families that have reigned in France since 1789, 
are ineligilJc for electioh/' . • ^ • 

The Chief instructs me ty telegraph to London ar^d 
Cologne wil^h fespect to this cioerco, that the Of)vcrit; 
ment at ^^rc^eaux has declared whol^j classes of^4:fi(i 
population. — Ministers, J^enators, Councillors ^of ^tate, 
and all who h^ve* fofrncrly Ix^n official Candida^ 
ineligiV)le feff* election. The apprehension by 

Count Bisn^arck during the negotiations for the Con- 
venti^h^dY the l28th of January, t^it freeddm^of suffrage 
coul^ not be secured, hi^s thus been confirmed. In 
eonsetpience of t1iat*<ippreh‘ifc!|^ti tfic Chan(*ell(y of the^ 
ConTederatiyn ^t Phat time proposed the convfK'arton of 
the^orps ^egisiatiS, but^Favre^ would not agree to it. 
The Chancellor hjis now j^rojtested In a Not« agTiinn^ 
exclusion of ^Tiese classes. Only an Assembly that has 
been freely elected, as* provided by the Conventlonf will 
► be recognised by Germany as fepresenting France. 

Count Herbert Bismarck arrived this^ e^njing from 
G^rm^y. , 

’ 0^ ^ScUurdau, Felrma^ry Uh . — The#Ghiei has protested 
e^inst Ganqjbetia's decree in * a telegram to Ganfbetta 
himself and in a nof^ to^ Fa^Te. The \elegram nms : 
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:f^n the ^n&nfe oF* fi^edom ^^^ntee^ by tj^e. 
^Aj^Istipe** ©onve^tion, -- ?. protest 8,^inat 

in yoi^^^hame Tvbi'ch <r(?^5 numeroua cjagses f)f 
!^iffinch ' cMiynS of " thd righ^ to" be elc Lted to the 
A/semWy. • 'i.'he fights r guaranteed by* that Conventr^ 
to the ^pee'iy -;lect?d rep,resen1^^ives of the counl;ry *can- 
nbt be afe^uired thrbugh ^lectiobs conducted Under^lwi* 
< ojipressive and arbitrary rule.” 'The despatch to J’avre^ 
aft»r giving anr epitome of Gahabetta’s decree, goes on 
to say “ I havp fhe ’honour, to ask ycur Excellbnc^ if 
yon considTdt.this to*be in harmouy with tue stijxilation 
of the Convention that the Assembly is to be freely 
(elected ? Allow me to recall to your Excellency’s 
ipemory the negotiations , which preceded the arrange- 
' ,Uient t)f the 28th of January. Already at that time I 
.expressed the apprehension that in presence of the con- 
ditions then prevailing it would be dihicult to secure 
vihiv entire freedom of the elections, and to prevent 
attem^'i^Urbeing m’ade to restrict it. In cfonsequcnce of 
theft apprehension, the justice of which M., Gambetta’s 
circular of to-day sec'tis to confirm, I raised the ques- 
tion whether it would not be better to convoke the 
Corps , Legislatif, whivH^ would constitute a legal 
authority returned by universal suffrage^ Tour E^xc.el- 
lency declined to adopo that suggestion and expressly 
' piotaised' that 1^0 pressure should be exeijcised upon the 
electors, and that perfect freedom of vot^^jr should be 
seoured: I appeal to your Excellency’s setose of 

^ rectitude in requesting you to say whether the exclusion^' 
"of whole categories laid down as a matter o^ principle in 
the dfic^'ee in question is in harmony witE the^ ^eedpm 
of election guaranteed in the Convention^ of the 
of January ? I believe 1 may confidently express the 
hope that the* decree id question, the application of • 
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^hidh e^^XcLT tojbe*Sbi ijtff><Sion 6f/The 

C^nrentju^n, wilUie iranT^ia^yJ^iijthAfrfw^ 
and tba'J tke Governn%^t.of N\*iooal l5|!5noe will 
•the necessaly ^ea8u*es t^ensufe the fr€^fedt>af ot eleotit^ 
g^a*ranteed by Article II, We ,cdUld ‘net gtant \to 
persons elected irf pursimtice the Bbrdeau^ deftre^ the 

* »i^ht# secured Sy thc^ Armtetic^ *to 'the i^(?inljer8*of , 

.the Assembl/.”^ • * #• • 

Aftef ICf o’clock r called to the i^hief, ^^ho sjiid*: 
complaii? in Bert^i that ffte ^ry^lish papers^ are 
muc]^ •better informed •than ours^afld th^ft/JfS have com- 
municated so liftle to our journals respecting the 
negotiations for the arfnistice. How has thAt corpa « 
about ? ” I replied : The f[y:)t is, Excellensy, that tl^e 
English have ihore money and* ^o everywhere fo gift^ 
information. ^ , Besides, they stand wejtl with certain* 
august personages who kpiow everything, and ^nally the 
military authorities are not always very reserved 
regard to masters that ought, for the^time b^^^^^Tto be 
kept secret., I, of course, can oi^ make public 
it is^foper that the jrublic sl^uld kno*w.” “ Well, 

nd ( 

the extraordinary* stMe of aSlLim' 
not ^ • 

* I*Mien f(X)k riie tij^oi^unity^of congratulating him 
on the freedon^ of tlm city o/ of Le^zig^ whiclrtiasdxffti* 
conferred ^iptiP him ^ wijtliiii the last few days, and I 
addedfthat it was ^ good city, the best in 8axotiy,*and 

•one for which I had always had a great regard. “ Yes,’' 
he replied. •; Now I am a Saxoy, too, and^a Hapaburgdrf 
fo^ the^ ^av€^ afso present^ menvith the fr^gdbm of ^ 
^^l^aQibarg. (^ne wduld hardly have expecte^ that from 
them in ♦ 

As I was leaving he said ' That renfkids me — it is 


then,i’ he said, ‘‘just write# anc^ explain how it is that 

Inhere is to blajne, and 
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one of* tRe wcriifhe^^ of omr tim6^— please^ wrrte §n 
^artfote shying up the es^fiaofdin^^jjy a6cion 

after po^ffr^ so lor^ 6 b th^jjij^ainpion ofdil^^^y aud 
(^eaouncirtg . th^ Goven3inenl5'l/or^induefiGr:3^ the elec» 
tipns, Ts ncw^dayihg violent, hands on the freedom T'gf 
suffrage- THfe waflts to^disqu^ify aM those who differ 
ftom^ Jhifh^ i.e., the VholeTofiici^^ world Of FrSnce vrftii^ 
^ thtc exception of thirteen Republicans. It is certainly^ 
ve^ ode) that should have toGlefend such* a "principle 
against^ Gambetfa^and nis associate and ally GariWalfti.^^* 
I said : I A;) *not kiiow wlrcther it was intended ®but in 
your despatch to Gambetta the contrast is very striking 
where )>ou protest, me 7t<jm de la lihei'td (flections 
against les dis2^ositio7is cn r^ote^e iiom iJinve^^ des 

cat^gh)'ies ^lovxhreuses^^dne droit d'etre eRiesf' Yes,'’ he 
4 'ep^ied, '' you might also mention that Thiers, after his 
negotiatiqns with' me, describee], me as amiable bar- 
— xin harhare aiinahle. Now they call me in Paris 
a crait5' d;arbarian^ — 7L7i hax^hare asixitieu:!^, and perhaps 
to-inorrow I shall be xixi hax'hare eonstitntioxinel." 


The Chief had \vore tin^e and interest ^ lot the 
newspapers this morniirg tGm during the pastb few 
days. ,I was called tc^^'vn six times* before midday. 
On one occasion he handed me'' a , ly ag Fi;ench 
pamphlet, “ La (fruexn^c coniTrie la foret les Pr^ismcnsd 
and ebsehVed : “ Please writhe to Berlin that they should 
put together something of this flescription from our 
points df view, quoting all the cruelties, barbarities, 
and breaches of the Geneva Convention committed by^ 
idle Frepch. Not too much however, or no one will 
read R, ^ftnd it must'^be done speedily c^Lat^rlpn the 
Minister handed* me a small journal published by ^ 
certaSn ArmandTe Chevalier at 61 Ru& Richelieu, with 
a woodcut o^^'the Chancellqj* of the Confederation as 
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piece. T4^['Chief saij : 

atte^||J>t tiy»Blintt, re«(flP* 
Sends^ tJaal; I should E^^i^urd«*eil,^and^«^ie aam& tm>e 



frontispiece, 
a 

mends 

l^ves my pmiiJ:iait — M^e th^ photoglyph s/c^rsied by thj” 
fAiittirctms. You know ^thal;, in^ fche f#r^sts*of ^e ' 
jilrd^rhihs the portraits ^our rangera»wer^ fbur^d in the 
•pdfcketa (»f the ftiincti^urs who^\¥?;re* to shpet tJlieai. 
Luckdy it cenhot be •said that ffhis is a particul^ly , 
good*li]c 0 nes« of me — jij»l the biogrttj5h^ is no* better. 
3 ?h%n* reading gver a ^as^sa’ge twfd •handing me ‘ 1 ,he 
paper,, he said: “ Tli^s, portion sj^ioulcl l^jBRdo use* of 
in t^e press, and afterwards be ^ introduced in the 
pfciphlet/' • • . • ^ ^ 

Finally he gave n^e some iliore French *jdewspapera 
saying: '‘Look through thes#.and se§ if th^re U 
anything in them for me or for the King. I mu^t 
manage to get away or shall be caught by oui^ Paris 


friends again.” 


Prince Futbus and Count Lehndorff joij|^#''^us at 
dinner. The Cluef related how lie liad called Favt-e's 
attenl^fiM To the singula^' circun^ance tliTit he, Count 
von ^ismarck, who bad be^n denounetsl as a tyrant and 
a despot, had to#f)roUhSt in ^wmmc of liberty against • 
* Ganfljetta'siproclamation. Fa^c agreed, with a 

dr6l(\'l The ri^stiietion on the freeVlom of 
election decreed by Cambetta ha.^, howevQr, iBOw3je«*i® 
withdrawn by Ihe PSris section of^tlie French Govern- 
ment .(7 " lie announced that to me this morning in 
•writing, and he had *previou«ly given me a verbal 
assurance.” . # 

It was then mientioned •that several German mews- 
/^e^ra were dissatisfied w^th the capitulation, as they * 
expected our^tr(^p 8 to march hi to Paris •at once. "That 
ccto.es,” said the Chief, " of a ©omplete rrfi^pprehension 
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Qf' "the* sitiiation c^n^c in Paf^^ I cotild have 


liav*e 


fe<, c^n<J, 

^mtHiAged "^aVre, “^ 'but , 

strong barrica^,:^. and ^ aQOjOOO^^^en t>f ce/- 

'^ply b0(?,00d. wojild < hav^i foiight. P^<>od *’ enough^ 
has been ph^d in this war— enough, Germah blood. 

C Q V , ^ ^ ^ 

Had wa app^aledc to force jp^ch rgore would have 
been* ‘ spilt; — the ^ excited ci^dition ' of the^ p^op^^ 

, Air^l inerely to inflict' one additional hiftniliation upon 
them — that wog,ld have been toy dearly ’bought ” After ' 
reflbetin^ for a moment, he’ continued : “ And who Gld, 
them that ' shall not still ent^r Paris and oc( 3 upy a 
portion of it'? Or at least march through, when fhey 
have coded down and come tOo reason. Tliie armistice 
will probab^ be prolonged, and then, in return for our 
readiness to make concc/^sions, we can demand the occu- 
pation of the city on the right bank of the river. I 
V uhink we shall bO: there in about three weeli^.” “The 
J^iMth ” — he reflected for a momenO— yes, it was on the 
24th thg*^^e Constitution of the North German Con- 
federation was made public. It was also on the 24 th of 
|Pebruary, 1C59, th&^^ we had to submit' to^, c-^rtain 
particularly mean treatment. 1 told them that it would 
have to be expiated. . /^^orim'c aliquis. I am only 
sorry that the WlirtembAg Minister to thefBundettag, 
old Reiilhart, has not Jived to seo it. Prokesc^'' has 
fitou^h, end, l am glad of that, because he was the worst. 
According to a despatch from CoRstantiiiople, which I 
read^this morning, Prokesch is now quite idagrecment 
with us, praises the energies and intelligence of Prussia's ,, 
^licy, and (here the Minister smiled scornfully) has 
al^ay?, dr at least fpr 4 lopg time past, recommended 
'oo-operalion with ps." , ^ 

Tie Chifef bad been to Mont Valbrien'^to-day, 
was never th^ffe before, 'Ahe said, “ and wfien one sees 
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theonuiji^r(illf contrivances 
■tem^e^’jos^s irf^s^armiHgflWf ' 
1^.1 


tke gtrotfg worl 
, defence-^pp 

C/ii^(?ar68 not „., _, 

^ The Mi^jjgtpr said^craej^f the objects j5if !^sv?e’s 'Visit 
toSday ■^s to reqjiest thab the naasses of country, peo^e 
■v^c^had fled to P§xis in September should be sallowed lo 
oleaye. ^ They vreie^ mo|My inhabitants, of the envifons 
and there must*’ be neaiyy 300,000** af them, “1 decHij-ed ^ 
*perm5ssion,” he' continued, “ explaini’ng^> to him that? 
guin soldiers novj occuplfed their iboupps. If the owners 
came ^out and saw^ )idVv' their 5 >fbp*eytH^iad been 


no 


wrecRed^'and ruined they would be furfdus, and 
blame to tljpm, and they would upbraid our peeple and 
then there might be dangerous brawls aOd perhaps 
something still worse.” Tlie^ .phancellor had:> als’q 
been to St. Cloud, and whilst he was looking at thjs’ 
burnt palS.ce® and recalling to mind' the condition- 
of the room in w’hich he liad dined with Napoleon, therei^ 
was a well-dressed Frenchman there — profl^^iy ^ from 
Pai;is — who was bfeing showm round by a man in a blouee. 

“ I coitkL catch every wor^ they saip as they spoke aloud» 
and I have sharp ears. ‘ C’est louvre de Pismarck.i 
said tlie man in khe bJouse,^iitAi£ other merely replied 
C’est la g?yerre.’ . If they hai# only knowm that k was 
olistenjpg to themj ” ^ ^ - 

Count Bismarck-Bolilen mentioned thatthpLendy^hfij, 


somewhere in this fieighboiirhood, < gavb a refractory 
Frencliman,”wli’(> tried tJD^stab an officer with a penknife, 
seventy -five blows with Che flat of the sword. Seventy- 
five I ” said tb® Chief. “ H’m, that, after all, is somewhat 
°too much'.” ^'Somebody related 'a sjmilar instance# thrft 
^haci occurred in the neighbourhood of ^eaux. AS Count 
lierl^ert was |ias§ing recently, eo. miller, who had abased 
Count Bismarck and said he wished he had> him between 
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ftdllstcfifees^ w^tjsJ^aid^flaJf.by the ahd scwfear- 

*f^y»beat«jh ^that tse ,w4a^ot ablfe^^s’^for of 

Jioitr^r ^ /■' 

■' The nelfliptioV ad^resfibs th^^walls by th^, 

' candidaites foii.the .National Asseipbly w^e then diacussbd, 
and it .was. o^ser\ced that, ii^.^enerai, they werb 'sfdl 
vcr^" aggressive, qaild promisecNko achieve w,ondera,-<at< 
B<a^cFeaux/ “ Yes,” said the C'hief^^‘ I quite believe that. 
Fayre ateo trie;cl e)nce or twiee» t»/ride ^che- high borse. 
BuVit did not last loHg. I al^'^^s brought him ddtwa, 
with a jestAirg rem'afh.” ^ c 

Some on*e^ referred to the speech made by Klaczko 
on the * 30th of January in ,the Delegation of the 
Reichsrath against Austria’s co-operation with Prussia, 
aAd t® Giskra’s revelatiqn in the morning edition of the 
'National Zeitung of the 2nd of February. Giskra said 
thaPBismarck wished to send him from Brimp ’to Vienna 
’f'idth proposals for peace. These were, in effect : Apart 
from tl^ 5 ^mainteBance in Venetia of the', status qtio 
before the ‘war, the Main line w^ to dae recognised, as 
the limit of Prussian << ‘»cendan<^, there was to*b%'*ao war 
indemnity', but Frenclt mediation was to be excluded. 
Giskra sent Baron IJwfcrirg to Vienna .with these 

r i ^ ' 

proposals. The latter wits, however, <joolly received by 
Moritz “^Esterhazy, and, after waiting for siuteen, Jiours 
«abtai»aecL onfy an evasive answer. On proceeding to 
Nikolsburg, Helringffound BenedeWi already there, and 
was told : “ You come too late.’ As Gietcra points out,- 
the French* mediation accordingly cost Austria a war,, 
indemnity of thirty millions. It was observed that 
Pfusspi could' have extoirteci more from Austria .nt that 
time, ahd also a cession of territory, ' for instan'em o 
Auateian S?lesia, and perhaps Bohenjia.'’ The dbiei 
replied': “ Possibly, as foe money, what more could the 
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ppor^evils give.^jJltohemiaVo^l<ivt^e Hedh something 

who ii^ertain eA 

]^t w^«^:^hauld havAcrl*^ J|i&iJties^^Pf?!"^rselv^^ if^ 
that way, ailS*f^U8t;rian^Sjfesia not o^ muCh Valuer fo 
i^^;'^for<’just there the de^Jtion tt> the i*tnpeHai ho\ise afed 
the Austrian coifnection»was great^ than ^ela^wl^ere 
^Idtij^uoh ckses One ® must lii^k fOr \^at ^ne re^^ly 
^and ^ot what^one migl* be able to Vet.” * 

In this connection hWrelated that on ?)ne ocoosior^as 
^^afe walking *about im mufti af^h|kplsbuig,he met 


two polr^emeri who wish^ to ar»es^; a m^n/^“ I asked 
what he had done^ but of course as a civilian I got no 
answer. I i?hen inquired of the* man hiigself, who toLi > 
me that it w€is because he haA spoken disres;jiectfully of 
Count Bismarck,^ They nearly toOk me along with hinl, 
because I saiA fihat doubtless many othe^ had done^the:> 
same.” 


^ ‘‘ That roiiii-uas me riiar i was once ooiigea ro join 

in a cheer for myself. It was in 1866 ', in theni^l^ing, 
after the entry of the twops. I w^ unwell just then, 
and ref^^ wife did not wish •to let .go out.^^ I went, 
howe\ier — on th^ ^sly — and^as^I about to cross the 

street again neaf* tlnl palaceW>fjfrrince Charles^ there 
was greatVrewd of people collected there, who* de- 
^si^ed'^ give me •an ^ovation. I’ was in pjain clothes, 
and with my brpad bpmmed^h^f pulled <^ovv'n cTver^m 
eyes, I pei:ii^P^ looked Jike a suspicious character — I 
don’t IdBtow why. some of them seemed inclftied to 

l?e unpleasant, I thought the bt^t thing to do was to 
join in their hurrah.” 

^From § P.M^oii read draltfe arid despatciies, inpindmg 
answer to the Chief in the matter of ^ambetta’s 
electioneering (joaeftioeuvre. It riins as follows — 

‘‘ You are right in appealing to my sense of 
yoL. I ‘ ^ ^ 
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^^ectitude. ^ cf^ef^er in qiy 

76^1." .your 


cjE:^:jj6llenc3r^^rtfgly ^ m^/ as the snl^^^ay ctnt 

df the dltScult^^ to eon>^e ttip former legislative bodies 
Ify.ecliiied*^to^ado]^t ^that couf^ for various reasons Whnjh 
it if^ nScdftsscto recall, but w^ich you'^vill doubtless not 
ha vgc forgotten. ' In reply to^^^ur Elxcellen6y’s» obje6^-'^ 
tions, I said I was' convinced?, ihat my " country^ only^ 
desired f^the free exercise of t^j suffrage, hnd that its 
sole resprurce laj^ fa fne populj?y sovereignty. ThSt KvfU 
make it mehr to you that I caJj^rLot agree to the ^restric- 
tions that have been impost upon, the franchise. I 
have not opposed the system of official candidatures in 
order to revive it now for the benefit the present 
'government.® Youff Excellency may therefore rest 
assured that ifothe decree mentioned ip ypur letter to 
me has b^^u issued by the Delegation^ at Bordeaux, it 
will be withdrawn by'^ the Government of National*^ 
Defen??^ For fliis purpose I only req^Ulte to obtain 
o^cial evidence of the existence of tl^e decree in 
question, ^his wi^^he don^.' by means of a fe^^i'am to 


be despatched to-da^. ^bere are, therefore, uq dif- 
ferences of opinion een us, and we must both 

confinue to co-operate in resolutely carrying* into* 
execution the Convention v. hiqh we have' signod.” • 
T^alfed to tjie Chief at ^9 p.m. He wants to have an 
article written pointing out that tAe en^ry of our troops 
into Paris is at present impracticable, but ffiay be 
possible later on. Tli/% is in answer in the Nationcti , 
^ ^eitung tq ap article c[ tticising ihe terms pf armistice. < 
regard to' an- article in the ^ologrt^ Volks- 
%eitung shewing ffhat j4ie Ultramontanes ^ave offej^^U 
.Subsidy to the leadefs^ of the Geneyal Association of 
AGerman Workers on jcbndition , that they promote ^the^ 
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ilecti?>n •of clejj^^^c5,ndi9fet*s,% Mi^is^er s^ysj^ 
‘ !l^ea^ that-^^? fiewspingjll «|KS&k oS 

i . ‘ Savi§?i}*-Bebel yar^|^ aa* 

»ccurs, and fBSPb must Bte^-^pea^fc.” * An&^ust as I 5ifi 
ypmg oTit of thtf room Wr calfs aft?r me :* “br the 
Li^bknecht-Savi^ny pa^f/ •We ^take %iote ^i^t, 
sh^ll ^pealc^frcTtn to tlme^of tlKis new»*par^y. ^ 

Sunday ^ Fe^ructry^th , — We are^jo^ed a|; dinliei; 
by Favffe* d’ttdrisson, aSR th(^ Director (5f the Weston 
Railway, a man tvith a com forlkble, smil i«g face, 

* JPavre, who 
de- 
pressed. HTs head hangs -on djie side, and sometimes 
for a changR sinks on to Jiis breast, hi% underli^ 
following suit. "When he is not bating, hS lays his tw«i 
hands on the d^ble-cloth, one on top ai the other^*^n 
submission Co the d^crees»of fate, or he crosses»his arms 
in the style <*f Napoleon the FiAt, a sign that, on .closer 
consideration*, he sj;ill feels confident in himself.'"’**13tir^g 

and piostly in a 
the conversation. 


ippai;pfitiy about thirt;f- 
3its next to the Ghief, 1 


|x years? of age. Jtavre, 
cs anxious,* worried ^nd 


7 ^ 

dinner the Chief speaks 'only Fren^d^ 
low v<^ce, and I am too tir?tl to folJF^v' 

t 


The Chief instructs me itO| se 


the following short 
para^aph to one of *our nef^p^^ers : The Kciiiische 
Zeituy^g has »iade itself the organ, it is true witji some 
reser^^ftf^ons, of those ♦wlib compljiin of •the ^alleged 
destruction of ^reiK^ forests by pur officials. ^ne 
would thinly it ^uld hay« found some other occuj)ation 
than tf scrutinise . our, admin^tration of the public 
fbrests of “Fx’ance. We act ii* accordance with the 
principles ol^ forestry, ‘even if «ve do not rfolk)w the 
Fr^ch Isjssteqji ’Moreover, * w^sfiould be within our 
if we exploited these •resoVrce.'? *o^ th« enemy in 
3he moat ruthleSs manner, as tnat would render the 
French more disposed to co»clu(^ peace. 


*N 2 
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7^ r '' 

^.; He al|(> pefei%e<i*%he takes 1^ t^je 

Duke ttC-lVfr j^j^^ gen iti*lttai_4jondu^R o^h^Q H^^,on- 


fioned in ti^ pre^. 
d'dn the loafing 

them.'’'’ *'’ * 

'‘"he Chifef desires to fiave 
shed in‘ the *^Ionit(m'n.''‘ 




of January, concluded 
M. dules Favfh, We 
fiends ofi peace. Since 
i^pber tbe military honour 


r QlT;i^.ed '• * “ I €6 

r "^tfe backgromid is rbady^^to hi 
and paface 'looting of th 
itfontday, ^Febrv/X'ry ^th. 
an^aT^icle "against Gambefta j 
^ I -vfi-ite |;he following : — 

; “Th'fe Convention of the 2 
between ^ount I^ismarok 
revived the\hioy)es of ail sine 
the events of the 4th of Sep 
■' of Gernaany. has received suffi^ent satisfaction, so that 
it may now yield to the desire to enter into,negotiationS 
ydth a Government v^hich truly represents the French 
na*bion for a p^.ace that will guarante§^ ,.the fruits of - 
victory and secure our future. When the Governments 
represented at Versailles and Paris finally, succeeded inX; 
copaih'^\.-> an urfderstanding, of which the conditions 
were prescribed by the force- of circumstances, and 
France w^a restored^to hertJelf, they were juhi6ified in 
expecting that these prelimfnaries of a new era M the 
relatiors of the two^ countries would be generally 
respected. The decree" issued by M. , Gjbnbetta dis-° 
qualifying all former' functionaries and dignitaries,'^ 
senaiors^ afid official candidates from election to the 
National Assembly was perhppfl necessary to show 
Fratice th© abyss towards which it has “been gravitating 
since the dictetorship, !> icrificing the best blood of the 
efeuntry, refused to convoke the^ representatives of the^ 
nation yi the regulaf w) y. ‘ 

“ The 6tecond'’aTticlj« of the ConVentiop of the 
of January shows cleaily and plainly that the freedom 
of the elections is one th^ conditions of the Conven- • 
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tioDr^itserf. 

9 


for 

' tlie\xi9^ing Fr^c\ 

I or m 


^ryig *mto j^uJ^an Jtrrangfimc^ 
iftnjF on^^qolf •into*i30^iderati<^^ 


^ieasure*of c>r mi 

jrfs^ as**easy to .call to 
feortl^Ux, and n^^ke it 
• Jiali of Bri^ce. 
able and sinc^rb Fren 
acticfti'jD# th« DSlegati 
^rliitmry and (opposed 


^ottJia^ipiTO ^ 

T^bun/. it ^ 


3pul^^ T^ud/.' it ^oula^be^ 
Ru«ap ^ajliaijientt^in* 
^1 for the»subiection« of the 
are,conv4hc(^ that holfo^r- 
patriots \v-ill protest again^^the^ 
at Bordeaux,*w^ch is» entirely 
^riiiL»ary ana (^pposeuii^ ^all soafid^ reason. If t^re 
were sgiy prospect ws ^action % would l:jpP%lfowe4 to , 
unite alf the anarcwcal tfcties who folerate the dicta- 
torship in s^ far as it i^^resenfs their favouri^ ideas, ^ 
le most serious complications Would, inevitS^bly ensue.^ 

“ Germany does not intend to^ interfere m any wdy 
, in the domestic affairs of France. She has, howeyet*, 
through th^* agreement of the 28 th of •January, seclared 
<the right to see that? a *public^ authority is established 
which will possess the attributes necessary t(^pi§.ble it 
to negotiate peac<^ in the name of France. I^xermEny 
is deiiiCc^ the right to negi^iate foi^j^ace wWi the whole 
nation, if an attempt is made to substitute the repre- 
"sentatives of a .faction for ^eAepresentatives of the* 
•nati(fn, the ^armistice conventioi^would thereby %acome 
» null iapd \^id* , readily ^acknowledge that the 
Government of National Defence hm immecljatedy r§cog^ 
nised the justi(?e of iSie comf)la4nts «madl by Count von 
Bismajck in hi^despat^li of the Srd of February, "fhat 


jGrovernmecLt has acldreSsed 


to the French nation 


in language^iarked by nobilit}And elevation of feeling,^ 
setting* forth th« difficulties of t^e situation .and the 
^•e^^ts *mad€J^ to ^relieve the Vount^y from the last * 
(xmsequences ^f ^n unfortunates (mmpaign. At the ^ame 
tiilie, it hffs cancelled the dec»e| of the •pelegation at 



L^ORE> AUQSJSTUS'^^gf^S ^ fijeb. 7 , 1871 


5 ?)rd&&ux. ^cLet ^pe, ^laereipra^iiat the 'acti*?n of 
’?i.c€rainb»,it 4 : ’mlheepeig^ no aut)y!^'t<Su t he^ nntry^ and « 


“t^at it.^lnlw LlcQa^iV^e efectiopk ia, perfect' 

ony wth the snirfi .and BtA^r Cif th^£bnvention of 


h^rC&ony with the spir^^nd Bt^^r '^f th^JtJ^snvention oj 
* tW ^8th of J^nu9Ty.” ^ 

I ajm (Sailed te> the Min^'ij^er again at 11 ‘o’clock, 
aKsd'^natcpcted tO'^defend^ Ji’avr&^ainst’ tlie rabid atta^l^® 
^ of cgdme French newspapers. ;e Chief rsays : “ They___ 
actually take l^ini to task foi^ laving 'din«d with me. 


laving 'din«d with me. 


I held much troubh 


getting to do so. Buit ift is 


unfair to^vAp^ct that,^ after ^oj^king with me feu’ eight 
or ten hourS, he 3 l;^ould eithe^^tarve* as a staunch Re- 
, ^publican, or go out to. a hotV. where the people would 
run after hi'm and .stare at him.” ^ 

e The Frenchmen a^e again here betweem 2 and 4 p.m. 
‘They are six or seven in number, including Favre and,^ 
if F ‘rightly hear^ the name. General Leflo.“ ^The Chief’s 
e eldest son and Count Di^hoff joiii us at dinner. ' - 

Sulj^quently . I de.spatch a d^ruxenti^ ^ n>i a Berlin 
telegrani published by The Times, according to which 
we propose to demy^nd thCj^urrender of tWfe'atyo iron- 
clads and the coloiijHBtf’ Pondicherry, together with a 
' war indemnity of ti '^j^illiardso of- ^francs. This I 
describe as a gross inyention which canfiot pofesibly'^ 
have been credited in, England, ^ 4 )r Ijave' creatgjA anyc 
«L"nxiety I thqfe. I then hint at the probable source, 


namely, the cldmsy im^ination hf an unfriendly and 
intrjguing diplomatist. } “ That comes from fj^oftus,” 
says the "Chief, as he^ gives 'me these instructions® 
An ill-mannered fell«C'^ who was always.^, seeking to 
idaketimiscnief with„utL’ ° 

TueSda/y, Feb)mo,ry;'7 th.—Yxori\ Bucai^tet despa^ch^, 
it seems as'’ if the rei^ of Prince Charles were realiy 
coming to a sjteedy enA o With the retention Hif Dalwigk 
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at r^rmStacft, 

CTeri^ian 

■kti(?Wn jji* Tgue^o^i 
Bordeaux b?jy^s th# e 
dtj’k arnft>unced yi a ci 
Barfsian colleagues 1 
re^;p.rci tc^ the , eiectio 


2 cyafed( 




dirHdy 


hav 


resignation. 


good Sil 


partf- beiiind hrtn or h 
t Wednesday^ Fehr 


me , ojppon^ots^ *>£ 

GrtiMigtt^ yesd-e^r-**# 
To the, Pr^ects that* liis • 
annuli^ his dgcree with 
hife inior^iec? thepr . l\is 
He caw hardly ha\^w a ^tropg ’ 
ould scarcely have resigneci. , ’ 
Qth. — *Th^ Cfiief is ’up atian 


unusujilly early hour, at-M drives qIT ’ at 9.‘L^0ftO see the 

T^;„;8 t?'.,, no+V\v»i 1 ‘“'’c^ck fifvrnn- 


Kin5. Pirvre arrives 'a 


'rtfy before 1 o’clock, accom- 
panied by swarm of ^^^nchmen. There mu.sj: be ten J 
twelve of them. He confers -with the l^inister aftter’’'’ 
first lunching \v;ith usl ’ 

In the evening the Chief and his son dined with the 
eVown Priyce,‘‘ but first remained foi^ while witlt us.’ 
^He again observed-* 'with ’satisfaction that Favre had not^ 
taken offend, af his “ spiteful “letter,’’ but, o^he con- 
trary, had thanked him foi' it. The Chief hdffrepejited 
to hfiiF x'efrbklly that it his dAty to share the dish 

which he had helped to cool^^(^^o-day they had dis- 
cussed the way^af r^iising^ tits ^iris w-ar contribution 
the ^rencht^-wanted oto pay tlie y^ater part of it*in^ bank 
uot(^and -we inight^ lose jn that way. “ I do not know 
the value of what they offer,” he said ; “ blit ip any ca^ 
it is to their- advantage. Thet mwst, however, pay the 
whol&jam6unt^greed • ilpon. ll,will not remit^a jingle 

, franc. ’ » ’ • k ■ • 

Thursc^y , February 9^/i A-Speaking again of th^j 
Paris contribution, the Chancllor observech at (pinner : 
/•StosSh’talli^me ^le can dispoi of^fifty million francs* 
^n 4)ank nofea^to pay for pjeVisions, »&c.? in Fr^ance. 

We must»have*proper* security ,|ooweverofor the remain- 
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iijg buadred riullion^/’ aliu&ii^ tS* 

jfPx onmcnerry, ne 

' ’ “'’feefr- 


^e' ^olii 



atoryo^T 
Ldo not' 


,,'^ecui 


oontiiu©5a' 
r'onlW usd is tof pro 
^ at ^ ;^resent gets ^out 
Aiid as for^u/ Ger^kns/ 
tl^e and^ sables^ of the 

no^sMrt \o wear und^‘ them. 


(#iat is^lh' England 
Tlonies, and Spain ton. 
would be exactly Jikft 
iK^lejiian^who hgd ^ 
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/T^M» GAMBET%A.’S RM 
OF THE prypi 




COWCLUSiUJN 


IINARIj;SoOF PSA^ 


Friday, February — Fresh complaints >respect- ^ 

jug the intrigues of Dalwiglx, and esppciall}*the measures 
for def^Drivi^g fhe iic^tional Ron^itucncies in He€fee 'yf 
'their representatives and securing the victory of the 
'Ultramont^nfe^ and Democratic coali^n. The Vhiel 
^desires me to** see* that ^ an ''jmmediate and* energetic, 
campaign ^ the press is organiser^ againsti^ese and 
other mischievofis proceedings inspired l?y ^eifsFs 
frier^jft »H*e also wishe^the MjUteiir ta reprint the 
long list of French officers wlnM^e broken their parole 
and escaped fropl Geyrman^. ^ 

AVe we»e joined at dinneiAy the Duke of^R^tibor 
and^^ Hesr voji I^tze,^the ffiisband of the* Chiefs 
niece. Strousberg, a \)usinesa friend of th^ Di^ke'^, 
mentioned, anti theCIhief obslrvedf tha# nearly all, or at 
least ji^er^ ma£y of tile members of the Prgvis^ional 
,Governn^nt were* Jews : Sim^, Cremieux, Magnin^ also 
Picard, w^^ose Semitic origiiM he would hardly h^^^ 
suspected, ^nd very*prob^blJ G^mbetta* a?feo/fi^m his 
l&aturesJ' ^ii^or the same reas^, I si^^pect eveh Favre,''* 
added. ^ ^ ^ • 

• Satufday^ FehrxKti^ the aaorning I read 


le same reas(i 


1 , 1 suspect eveh Favre,''* 
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the ^«wSpajJ^% ai^^pg^ticularfy ^ert/^*^ 

^^gKsh ^ 
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debates in^ the 


^i^jfMoue l^anjb^ to^^Wivs 
“not at a^l djsi^iClined to iiu^,^ 


Iboks ^ fi^*ii^ ■ bac? a ' 

di^jiifciou*e l^anjb,g to^S^riva|B|? asrjf^tltly were, 
not at a^l djsi^, clinked to iru^jfcTJjrortfe Riorc — in^jeedj ih 
certain pircyimstanccEs, an Ai ^ j-Ffench alliance *\Vouf <3^ 
apTidar qv.ite poss^bl^L It'i^, a qd^^n, however^ whethjgi;- 


appear qv.ite poss^bl^L It 1 ^. a qid^^n, however^ whethjgi;- 
they £night*not fall between two sBols. A ’-^ery diflferent 
result mi'^ht wpjl ensue. From ^^t one iifears and ttiads 
in t ne newspapers, , the^feeling iujjwhis country is almPfeh 
as hostile t^thq Fdghsh as to Wf^^selves, and in certain 
circles more\jo. bf may well^Mappen that if Ijlngfand 
adopts a threatening attitude t^^ards us, wp may sur- 
prise our -coU'dns in„ London with the very reverse of a 
h^ranSo-English alliam^ against (jermapy^ We may 


eifen be obliged to seriously consider the forcible restora- 
tion ‘^of NapoleoS: which we have not hitherto contem- 
plated, According to a,^ telegfanr c?f ^e^2nd inst., 
Bernstps^L is to see that these ideas ar» ^ cautiously 
venSiilatedtn the pre^. 

Count Hcnckel ^^Bleii^roder dined witlrfis. It 
seems thdt in the'^W^otiations with the French 
•^financiers, Scheidtmauifcle^rfbed them'to their faces in 
language more vigorous^’ lan battering, talking of them 
as pigs, slogs, rabble, &p ,dn ignorance pf tl¥e fact ^hat 
f»oTne. of rtihpm understood German, The Chief then 


spoke of the insolence di 'the Pffxisia ^ press, which 
behaved( as if the city were not in our power ; “ that 
goe&^on we must tell thei^ that ■We will no longer stand 
t jt. It must cease, or wef hall answer their ^icles by a 
feW shellk.from' the fo?;t8.| , Henckel hawing “alluded to 
The unsatisfactory’lg^^ df public opinion i^wAfsace, 
Chief! said that,*properlyj^peaking, no elqptions ought to 
have been allowed there^ all, and he had nofr intended 
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:o allow them. 


A^erg 
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hem. ^“S|||in^dveaJ;e^^tJ4R sadi« ^structjo^ 
taii^tn^U^tmarf tiier^ aaAl8e\^B.%i^ 


then* ref^r^ltj^o, ari^ 5M 
c/^rPverafftion turned to z 
3 a*i(J that financiers 
pf .the masses? afid uflH 


ii£?*T»“trin^*^i^f^rumalna #s^as 
KVl 0 ^ ^ *1 

P^^^^pKusaania^ I^dieal^*l)ije 

^toicksi Bleechroder 
P^s speculatfid ou^thfe iterance 
their# j^lipct’^cupidity.. “^rtys ■\?as 


confirmed byoHenckeMwho said : *‘ I had a qdantit^ oh 
Ru^apih.n «edfirities, after I had^miide ab^ut 8,pe'\’ 
eetit.*l got rid ©f theif^as Jt kne^^^'t’^ey could not field 
15 par cent,* and tlny^^fcoiie cquM ha-ye tham.” 

The Chref then related A^it thq,FreiK;h were committing 
all sorts of»fraud in th^reyictualling of Paris. It wa% 


^ot out of j^ride that they refused our confF^^utions, b^t 
merely because, they^could make^po profit out 01 *^ 11001 . 
Even membersvof the Government \yere involved, .and 
^lagnin was understood to have recently made 705,000 
francs on jj ie ^pufchtise of sh^p. “ W^e must let them 
see tliat w«fknow that,” said the Chi«f, glan^jjj^ me : 
“ it will be useful in the peace initiations.’ This'^was 
don© <^^IThout delay. 


i^^ter dinner I wrote i3^^lxle v-jj. iUstruc— , 

tions of the Chief. •The ^Rrj^^Rs to the eflec^ that wd 
ou^ht no linger tef tolerate tli^pnsolencc of the Parisian 
j ouiofilists^ IfpweTei' generojus and patiyiit \^e might 
be, it was past endurance thqp thd Frencho ptv^ss .sihould 
venture to deride ^id insuft Jo hi9 face the victor who 
stoodl^bei^re tSe walld of the capital which he laad,abso- 
lutely i*. his power. * More^per, such mendacity* and 
violence 'suould provg an oIBacle to the conclusiori ^f> 
peace? W producing bittewiesB on both sides -an^J delay - 
•itig the iwi^nt of a calq^er ^tfit,,'# ^could not be 
* foreseen wherL*the armistice Ginventioft was concluded, 
&nd in dfscussing anj^prolong^'^on of thf^ truce, effective 




S56 ? ^ c c T'^'E'^RDEtfUX [fK^ss, i^T 

fc,-o ■ £ O ll“!l Q. ^ C^ 1 ^ 

^^rffeanV wot^ hav^^^Jb^ fgijind foi^-^x^^entin^ fiirthej 

tbi(S)i^^«<&rv .way 

byr^^T, tr<TOj:^; 
• Goy^J'^amfent „ of 
’sojirce <%f graye ai>«iety,^afiQfe tft #lie evil consequencfta 
of inflammatory aoticles ill j^essp which they "axe 

petrh^ps ngt in a portion** ^o rep?^^’. * , , ^ ^ 

, ^■,Sund&.y, February \2.th. — ItA annoiinced in a tele- 

gram fro^n Cashel Chat Napoleoijy^s issuSd a proclama- 
tion* to the Freno^.GThe* Mip^Her handed it tc ihe% 
- sayjng :' ‘^-^’lease have this pu’^^sjhed in onr local oaper. 
It is in order ^o lea^l thepi ast^,,‘so that they may not 
know wiiere they stand. , But God’s sake don’t date 
it from Wilhc-lmshqhe, dr they will think , ^hat we ar^ 
itv' cdhimumcation wit^ hiin. ‘ L§ hur<}au Wolff t4ld- 
gffofphie.’ The Chief seems to be unwell. He does 
not 'dome to dinner. ’’ ’’’ 

.1. Wedn^clay, Fehruaryj 15<^. — ‘'I 'again draw atten-' 
tion ip rthe Moniteur to the disgraceful tone of the 
Parisian prd^s. I intpmate that this agitation is delay- 
ing the conclusion o^Cy ^^ . i^l that the rhost' feer^ain 
way of puvting an end^^tJjJ would be the occupation of 
^Paris. A ^ ‘ 

W^dM£^day, FehTni^^ 2,2nd . — Daring thi last week 
I have written a number ^f articles and j)aragraph*?,'and 
despatched- about a dozen Helegrams. 

The Assembly at Sordbai5x shov.^ a ptbper apprecia- 
tion of the position. It ijhs declined td^ support Gam- 
betta, and fias elected Th' 'irs as dhieP of the Executive 
..and spokesman on behaL ‘i-of France in the pegotiations 
foP peecdc \^hfch began pthere yesterday. “At dinner 
yesterday, at ^yhiph wePwere joined, by l-kK 

Chiefc ,remaA:edf with r^^ference to thes^ negotiations,* 
‘*If they were o to give-^ps another nnlliafd %ve might 
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pfrliaps . leave 
rnila3^r^|A»iJi|^^iii 
oy ■tSavitattA Saa^frAl 
«j)08i^on th^B# I <S 
licxise. It .is 1 
epturelj French. ' Bs 
•gfWng up M(?tz* ^nd 
, Generals von Kan 
us to-cJa^T'. "Tfie Chie 
«^ith •Thiers to«day : 




re soJ 

* 


a iFQft#esS*& 

e ^ith ^Be l^rt;, ^hich^ is* 
sola^fe^«will n#t hear of 


Prhapg tliej^ ajje right-* • • 

le and voft. Treskow S^nec^^'^th^ 
^oke about Ms ^econd^ meeting 
11 ^ r^5k^^ that dema^ '' 


(what^ the demand wj^OTlscg^ped^ h-Q j^ni^ed ^up, ^ 

although he is Qtherw^i^quit^ cap«^le df controlling 
^himself, and said, ' g'est mne indignity !%-" T did^ 

«ot alloAv 1;hat to put me out,*however, tfUt began *to 
speak to hira i» German. lie l%:ened f(jr a wliil€^ aJ^d 
l|^*ddently ^id net know what to niak^ of it. , He thSn 
^^id in a <jue^ulouB voice, ' Mais, Monsieur le Cdmte, 
vous save 2 ^jDi§n qu^ je ne si^s point TalMmand.’ L ^ 
replied, sp^^king in French again, • When^^^spoke 
just now of inaignite* I found ^^t I didnot ktiow 
enoiTgS French, and so |^'e£M|^^to us^ German/ in 
whi(^ I understand what I ^^^fnd hear.' ^le imme- 
diately caught my r»eaningj^^n^^vrote down as a con-* 
cession th^ demand which heWad previously ^egented 
as 


The Chief continuea ; lejtercray ne spqRe#i Jti>jirop% 
which would m ter^ne if^wl did no^ moderate our 
dema4B^ Bdt I replied, you speak ta roe of 

Europe f shall speak *to you k Napoleon/ He would 
not belieV^ that thej had anjbhing to fear from hinv^ 
I pro^e^ the Contrary to hM, Jioweve*r. • He ♦shotild 
^Teraembeif*'1^e plebiscite ^nd \he .peasantry,^ together 
\vith the ofl^cecs and soldiers.% I It was^only under the 
Emperor "that the Gu^ards corJaiagain ha^^e the position 
’^hich they *f8rmerly •occupied /l^d with* ft' Little clever- 





itp'co'EiI3r ¥Lot to ^in®ov^ 

■WQjOOO prisonws^n n j ;. a <»We 

Ao ^iieil of let t^^sx cro^ 

aronlie^ F^ari*^(^'ss ij;t(^eQais cilidfe morei* K 
tn^y woj/ld^c6^ce(?e goo^ / peace w'c mig§^ 

even put \ip with c^ne of £he T^l^ns, <though we \new 
thg^t^^bat wou^d pie&ii another / ; witniii two or^thi^eei 

ye^*rsi If not, we should have mo interfere, which ^we 
bad avoided do^'ng up to the j^ii^sent, and they would 
hav^ to take Nafr>l6Cn ba^k/ ^ain. That, after 
must hstv^-pro^uc^d a certaiiidfe^ect upon him, as, to- 
day, just as wascgoin^ to tftlJfc about ^Europe again, he 
suddenljf broke off and said, ^^E:?^jise me/ For the rest, 

1 like him Vtiry^^G^ll. He is at least highly intelligent,^ 
h^s ^t>od manners, an<^ is an excelleivt stery^teller. Be- 
sides, I of^en j^ity him, for he is in an extrejnely awk^ 
ward position. *Btit all that can’t help hin^" inothe leasti^ 

, AVith regard to the w^r indemnity, t^e ,^ief said : 
‘‘ ThierSv'y^isted that fifteen hundred million' francs was 
the maximum, as it #as incredible how much the war 
had" noet them. Ai1^^|^^i^*id^d/^ion to that everything 
supplied to them was bpldad quality. If a soldier only 
clipped and fell downi \m trousers went to pieces, the 


cloth so wretched. :;-t was the same yit^ the shoes 
which had pasteboard ^^(^les, aiud^also ;'yith'"ihc^'T^es, 
particularly t;ffose from Afierica.” I replied : ‘‘But just 
imagine, you are^uddenlyttpounced upon j^ a man who 
wants to^thrash you, and ^fter defending yoursei^ji and 
getting d;he better of himi^ou demand comperftation — 
c what would you say if hje asked you to bea# in mind 
how miicb'^h^ hfiad had^toft^aycfor the stick iwitj^i JWhich 
he had intended fp be^t yoiji, and Iudw v^rftiless %lie* 
stick had priVed^to be ? j ; .;However there ds ^ very wide 
, n;iargia between fifteei| . hundrecF^ and six thousand 
miUions.” 
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'A'he^ convei^ff^^|a l^^ien. *^08^ no*lofifi|^ 

. houses IT 1 l^yq^e d 

‘o^lraekT^oc^s of Chje^ saifl :•'' Foririftrly 

VKferP feo many tking^^^^ wrcftig — -^vAi ifi. private 
— k often^ thoBjfc thaiT irliejtworst T:he 

worst I would take^py last thcfUsand thalefs and#1^u}6 
one^ o^* *tho^ Tarms cA^ there and set Ap as ^ farjnef, 
^ftt things turued out^bfi'^^ntl}^’^ ^ ^ ^ 

I^ter on, diplom^t^ rejDort^ (fiscu§sed,« 

and* the Chief, who seizes in l^eneral .ter have a poor 
opinion of^hem said r^Fyrthe most ]^rt, thej^a^ 
^"-^aper smeared wdth ink. The worst^rflfft iS^^h^ they ^re 
so lengthy. , lii Boi^iM;orfi:''s^cas<|^for instance, w^^*4ie 
^^nds a r^am ♦of paper filled with^ s^k^le mewspap^ 
^Atracts — one gets accustomed #o it ! But when 
one else wfitdfe at inte^'minable length, and as d 


rule thereb*4s nothing in it, one becomes ^njifp^rated. 
As for using t^m some day ajAmaterial for his^jf^, 
notkiifg^^f any value wilMke i|||rt^^in thefti. T^elieve 
the archives are open ^o the at the em? of thirty 

years — but it lidght* be doi^ff jAich sooner. Even the^ 
^ de^atche^ which flo contain ^Rformation are scarcely 
"fint^Li^bl^^o ^ose®\^ho^do Joit know the people and 
their relations to each other. Iln thirty ye^irSHirc^ wh?» 
will know wh^t soi% of a mat th% writer himself was, 
how ^6'^look^ at ttimgs, amd* how his mdividuality 
i affected 4he manner in* which presented them? ^And 
1 who has Upally an intimate »owledge of the peopte 
mentioned |in his report* ? AOme must ^kno\^ what^ 
^^•Gfcgrts<^al#S^J or (jrladstong, or ®ran,ville ha^ in his own 
mind when making the statj^ents reported iil the 
despatch/ ft is easief to find i^t som ^tiling from the 
newspaperVetf which'indeed g/ femmerrt».^l8o^make use. 
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r r ' m ' <7. <^ * - ■'• t' "- 

^<i fif Wj5^h', th6^ more dearly 

^at ' the;^^*iti|. ' re^uires;^ Vo ^ge oi 

Ae IkijL poin(^howeVer, 


t- •<, '•. --f ■ U-IT I 

• with ac;^,'Confid<^tiaV 

'cofiimTit)icati<^,is, ^Iso verb/ Snen^^aiad theije are "n'^t 
include^ ior the archives. * ^ I ” . 

*■ “^'The Empercyj^of Russia, for^W'^tai^ce, is on .the whoi^ 
^vevy friendly to us — Rom traditf^, for family reasons, 
an<^ so (!^n — ani dso the Grai\| jDuchesse H^ldip, who 
inffftences him an<i v\ atcho^ hi'^i on o\ir behalf • Ihe, 
Empress, on th<^ o^er l;,andjis our friend. But that 
is only to be^igcertaine/: thrppgh confidential channels 

and not offici^^.” ■ ^ » 

Thutsd^y, 23rd . — We retai^ Metz, buf 

n:)t Belfort. Jt has f ^en** practicaUy decided that a 
poidion of our ^my shall enter Paris. c ^ ^- 

And I •t^itc the following intimdlioji for tBli. 


’Moniteur ? — ,i 

Pogance with which the Parisian press in- 
sults and arases'th^^^ctorious German army that stands 
outside the gates of freciuently stig- 

matised by us as it d<^\ > ^s. Wp^have likewise pointed 
' out that the occupatio]:|^ofo^|*aris by>our troops would be 
the most efi'ectual mean _ of putting an end to this sofit 
of insolence. At the ^^esenf. mpr.ient^ the:ra,..bfivi. and' 
wn.lun^piec. aud provoca^iyis know no bounds. For in- 
stance, the Figdro of the^lst of FPbrimiy, in a feuille- 
ton entitled ‘ Les Prn^iens en France,’ ana trilgned 
Alfred" d’Amnay, cha»^^ German officers cind the 
Germans, in general wil|^ the most disgracehil conduct 
such JfiJ fheit and pilla, ;e. AVe learn < thaf' the^ pro 
ceedings, which we, forbear to ^characterise, bn-rse entirely, 
frustiated tfee efforts ' m^tje ty the Parisian negotiators 
to prevent th^, '^German ^rmy entering into P&ris. W% 
are positiveljr .gu38ured^ ,^gfit the entry oF eVe German 



ib. 25, 11 




\fo ttl€ 


ot . 1 ? 


# • • 

|ich*c^it^ wtlljl|fi;e ^ 

r;) 24^A,5^^^Brs flnd^ 




, from 1 ta^D ■ 40 P M. mAijM^they^RSptlie 
Jhe^£!c|nte d^G^RmSK wer^^^nounc^ 
‘ ftf 1>hair vi^ was to (^iii^fci^of tli(f gp] 
^tte German Pxe&ct afl^auvai^, wh© is 
Jiarsh, qv at least no^ conciliS^ory o 

Chf^ catne to dinner iiA^ain clothes for i 
jjLig t^j.e war. Is this a si^ tha,^ peagg l^s 
He ‘again complained when ^hi ^ 

Kin^, tlf^ Grand Duk^, with ^leir 9e] 
pestered him wil^h questions. Wfth 
'^i^putation from Beau^Kis * Hatz|pldt^ 
tod Gobin^au we^e^i^th setisilj* mm 
^ tives, and that our Prefect, S^war: 


CHic dVMo^chV 

^d/’ The ohmt 


?Mthev^B8Pfhe Dnc dVMo^chV 
SK^'erc^mnounc^^^ Th^e object 
il^fci*of th(f gppi:e§si'^e action* of 
^auvai^, wh© is ap;^renj^tj r:i>ther 
conciliS^orymr induigenP> "^he 
)^ain clothes for t^ first Jim'e S-ur;"* 
b tha^ peagg l^s been cc^clud^l ? 
WeT when hi went •see the 


tod Gobin^au we^e^i^th setii 
tives, and that our Prefect, 


r leminMie curio^ty, 
fth ar d ,-,5^ the 

^that^mouchy^ 
and Cona^rv^- 
warzkbppen, bullied* 


m and ^h^iK)tlier notables of the tov.^ tod neighbtor^ 
d in an uitpardorkjibfe way. Amongst otl^t things, 


two dag^s bh:^rS the expiration^ of the term an which a 
contribution of two millions w^as f o ^ paid, IIBip^tbu^h^ 

. him a eiiilic^i anJh a hall* the b^ilanc^^^:^ ifid 

follow shortly, whereuj^JWj^^^^mem brutal^ that he 
wa-s there for th» pin’^se*©^ them and meant, 
cto so, aiid he threatened ^ Jmve them locked, up in 
^'J irodl-ce J:h^™j whijp was not in t^ie least 
: necessary. Tlie Chief was f ^.ngry^ ajid called 
^Schwarzkoppea a ‘^i^ilockhiKid* ^ ^ 

Sci^^^ay,"^ehrua)y 25^M — Unpleasant news has 
, jtgain oe^n receiv-ed from Ba^sfcia. Werther {wifq, it 
1 .8 true, is^ described by Buc*r as unreliable and a 
!i&ion^ry) Avrit^ thal; Counl|| Holnsteia ^regar^s the 
jtoditi'bll ^ King Lewis wi^ very great ^anxiety. ^ 
^^ince Adalbert,* who dbtnbiitts the Wittel^ach 
iiaughtineifts Sdth Jesilitry,'" is'Mciting him against us. 
He asserts ^th^-t he signed thejBreaties^uiider pressure. 
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and evejr^]pfe^r§ every 

^ Jie ^^mhs largex "^i hi titles wine% 

‘m(^ ' e^x"bi:aordi^aj:5&,i^ iing\rr Wei^ 

aiid the 


50 T* 

:irown 


He^:^v^iA'to alxS.-^ 
rother (^tto, ^wbp, 


hoVever, ll^s'^no for i^e is^always inquiring 


aboit ^deadly* poisons. 


Ulira^on^a 


a\yar^of this, an(h their cancv .ate lorothe Reichstag, 
“Prince Puitpot^, is\ also their <^^^rdidate dor the^ thrfOne, 
an^ they mean to g^t him ch^ ;en in spite of Primc4^ 
Otto's o.^a:ms. 

JG ^ * r ' * 

Wednesa^ficy, iSa^^cMlst. — In the morning I crefssed 
the irVIge on Boats at .euresnes ^o the Bois (^e Boulogne 
Svhere. ppnv tfiv'^^ial^^^^ned' st^tSi -oti^^e racecourse, J 


H Before they marchea 


the irVIge of .Boats at .euresnes ^o the Bois (^e Boulogne 
Sviiere,\^onv tfiv^^ial^^^^dned' st^^-oti^^e racecourse, J 
s^w^jre Erdperor r^Jp^ the troQjJ? Before tliey marchea 
into Paris. ' ^ " 

* "“^TVe were Joined at dinner by Mittnueltt, and 
Wurtemberg Minister, von Waehter,owhB was former^- 
attached to the Embassy in Paris, and there did 

bisc The Chief said he had 

ri^pan pL ^^'<^n.isecPby the pcq)ulace 

but therq -was no dem ^ .against him. He rode 


up to one man who 
asked him for a light, 


ViS 


3 ji:vid patticularly vicious, anc 
d‘cn he willbigly gave. • 


Tlie .Chancellor afterV^rds took.^occa^onr- once 


to speak pis mind oqt 
princely personages. ^ ‘ 


getting 


^ the obtrusiveness of ce 
‘'^^hey are J"ke files,’' he 
ipf themi> But*r.Weiil^ ^^is 


there is no getting rjdjpf themi> But*r.Weiil^ ^^is 
woi'^f of thef lot. He saie^ to me to-day, ‘ Please ' 
where did you disappe^ to so quickly yes^p^^'^ 
shBuld havCvbeea fflad tcnput somfe furtiiery^ 


shBuld havCvbeea ^lad 


tcpput 


^ou.' I . replied, ‘That was exactly it, p 

Higl^jiess. -I hC)d buaini^ 3SS to do, and coiSd ® 

into a lengthy con versal^on .’ Heofancies the 
'world has V^ri create t, merely for his oSi 

. r^' ' •' '- - • -^jj I 



is?actt' 


semefit, *tbVW 




rille wTi 


^ ^ilks 
ratkeA repeats 
r ^liVtuacht^'fc^ld anotli 
t c^e. Some^oiie 
^leaser^ indeed, T ha 
^Xiet^me^ee^wJaat was 
^ l^Tiiirsday ^ March 

7.30 A.M.,^and wising be 
d^^c^ilmaiin declined 'to^wake*hinj 





la ^nsatia 

Jjj 

^ that lie has^C“^nt ^y^'^rdte/ 
^OTj^aDout* J^iiis an^st^person- 
itrodisrced liiiJL : -w^ry 

earcf so*jnu^ to Zur Credit. 
Ilicar<1?’”‘ 


r^risian Exrvll 

r 

inform 1 1 
rinp; ' the 


^Bord(^au^-^ad it 
[^ feeupon lO^sl^ 

^ dhe 



ver^r 11^ 

a- •of t> 



/td.^Fiw^'^ ^^rived thi-^ morf^ng 
' in t(>^]»e Chief. 

,t which* the 
avre.sr^nted 
1 ac^fc'e c ei^e cf 
t tke'^^^Jjjiprmial i?sseml^ /at 
tlie prelirmnaries^of peace, and 
that Paris and the fo^^si^n the left#1?ank: 
Seine ^*sho«.l(i l?e evacuated. This ri3quest was 
submitted ifi ^ letter which he left behind him. 

Sitytdrty, ^Tm^rcJi bjJr — We ]^li^|^^^HWr7prow,^fi^j>t 

^rhe^Phkff is 
first tn^yied njion 
jDut in an appearanco 
iade a variety of com- 
lamage we are supposed 
replied tJfaCwas th^e 


goii^^t4> 5iagn^ and % 
present at dinner. T 
^\our ’landlady, Miidai^i 
^ ^ther to-difty or yes^terday 

^Iini£^t(y as tot^ 
: nece^^^ive done to- her property 
^Sch . in 




an?h 


war,<fepart^j;ularly > 1^/J^en i>eoiAe desoideef tlieii 

3^ to be thankful that she 
ittle table oh whic^ the 
to be taken with us to 
email! behind a i^w days 


liSch 

i ‘ Je^'.^=d3esid3PR she hrtd reas 
, igaij. o+v off so easilj^i The 


was 


signed 


I ,s true, '^^ea 

^jjfconary) 'Tagjioni, ^ho is to 
/Sinditit)fl.^^^g, is instruct^ to have it replac^ by ah 
'"prince At tiiar piece of ftiTnitijb< ^ ^ ' 

haughtine# ,1:^ for our Separture m 
He assert, '^tjjght notito travel 


e. In.»8pe8king ^f the 
e Chief, says r “ Ktihnel 
nighti, aS^ Lorraine will 





j^. "i^^ed^TJien I^uke i'®*' • 

^^^■^Tfefoiy irfdocen^^^d w(^' i/’^e. ly y 7i^ 

"^' /*Mor^a^x ^arch oth. — A. la]5!^^!%iormu'_(. 'J'iiruF 
ana fin^^ wafbl^, the sfgia^ our ik|.ctt[i:ro> Ai 
1 ^V-O^K^^the ^arriag:es g^t uncUyway^ > nd \s!t !i^ liC;’''L 
^ ■he^tcf we, Strive o& to^yards the ^ae tCa. we enteT'cd 
ijionths ago, ani passed Villa C^^lay, A Ueueuve {^'• 

^ Ger^'^ges, VJharentors and LAnFas(.nerie to T-agny, whtr>= 

H we takeap our q^\'rte'^^or th^ ffight. ^ ^ 

We leav6^here^pex^ay'd)j a- Special imin fSr Mef ’ 

/ 'whei.. we arri 4 late a^pight. ^We^dut at on hob*:, ^ 
while tie •^'•^ith ' lb> 


I VC 

•nUu ^ 
rp 


li7 



Pfeft^ture. ' Next''^/'^','7nff 


fe neigh i) 



Vbit the cathedral, atut surve 
the 'bastio^ o^tlje fortress. Shortly beu . 

-we are again in the train, and travel by S)' lIo ucIcou 
K reuznfrgh^,J^ayence, and thence to Fr.. kdut. 

Tdie' C'ni%,^4^r*r>p5rtiiusiastic refcept ',a fvdyv ic 
^ ' ' at fta i.rl).Ui;!-e,'j ;iiid 

AV 


alon 


bass;^n 

^ila 


y 


I^Vie a' 

M{^yence.,r Frankfu 
'there at a late hour, d 
7.30 on the following Naming 
exactly seven months’ afeence. 
everything ha..s been doil'e during those ;evcu 
which'dt was possible to d^. 




j exceptKjL. We :uri\c^ 
st^drl again in the night. " At 
li)7ning we reac'* Berlin aftO 
Alj thii ''“om 

nthi^ 
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